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TbeBoropean with the Asian shore — 

SophiaPs onpola with golden gleam — 
The cypress grores— Olympns high and hoar — 

The twelve isles, and the more than I eonld dream, 
Far less desoribe, present the very Tiew 
That charm'd the charming Mary Montagu. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



lStr Walter Scott transmitted from Napleii, 
in Febmary 1832, an Introduction for Castle 
Dangerous ; but if he ever wrote one for a 
Second Edition of Robert op Paris, it has 
not been discovered among his papers. 

Some notes, chiefly extracts from the books 
which he had been observed to consult while 
dictating this novel, are now appended to its 
pages ; and in addition to what the author had 
given in the shape of historical information 
respecting the principal real persons intro- 
duced, the reader is here presented with what 
may probably amuse him, the passage 6f th^' 
Alexiad, in which Anna Comnena describes 
the incident which originally, no doubt, de- 
termined Sir Walter's choice of a hero. 
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IV ADVERTISEMENT. 

May, A.D. 1097.—" As for the multitude 
of those who advanced towards the great 
CITY, Jet it be enough to say that they were as 
the stars in the heaven, or as the sand upon 
the seashore. They were, in the words of Ho- 
mer, as many as the leaves and flowers of spring. 
But for the names of the leaders, though they 
are present in my memory, I will not relate 
them The numbers of these would alone de- 
ter me, even if my language furnished the 
means of expressing their barbarous sounds; 
and for what purpose should I afflict my read- 
ers with a lotig enumeration of the names of 
those, whose visible presence gave so much 
horror to all that beheld them ? 

" As soon, therefore, as they approached 
the Great City, they occupied the station ap- 
pointed for them by the Emperor, near to the 
monastery of Cosmidius. But this multitude 
were not, like the HeUenic one of old, to be 
restrained and governed by the loud voices of 
nine heralds ; they required the constant su- 
perintendence of chosen and valiant soldiers, 
to keep them from violating the commands of 
the Emperor. 

" He, meantime, laboured to obtain from 
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ADVBRTISBMBNT. V 

the other leaders that acknowledgment of his 
supreme authority, which had already been 
drawn from Godfrey [Tovro^ps'] himself. But 
notwithstanding the willingness of some to 
accede to this proposal, and their assistance in 
working on the minds of their associates, the 
Emperor's endeavours had little success, as the 
majority were looking for the arrival of Bohe* 
mund [BcufMVTo^'], in whom they placed their 
chief confidence, and resorted to every art with 
the view of gaining time. The Emperor, whom 
it was not easy to deceive, penetrated their 
motives; and by granting to one powerful 
person demands which had been supposed out 
of all bounds of expectation, and by resorting 
to a variety of other devices, he at length pre- 
vailed, and won general assent to the follow- 
ing of the example of Godfrey, who also was 
sent for in person to assist in this business. 

^^ All, therefore, being assembled, and God- 
frey among them, the oath was . taken ; but 
when all was finished, a certain Noble among 
these Counts had the audacity to stot himself 
on the throne of the Emperor. [ToA^mcro^ n; amo 
mcanm tmv KOfjorrm tuytvns sig rov ant/Mro^a m Baa-i}^a>g 
iMa6iffiK\ The Emperor restrained himself 
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and said nothing, for he was well acquainted 
of old with the nature of the Latins. 

*^ But the Count Baldwin [BaxJtMyo;] step« 
ping forth, and seizing him hy the hand, drag- 
ged him thence, and with many reproaches 
said, * It becomes thee not to do such things 
here, especially after having taken the oath of 
fealty [ibu>£uxv uvocxofisvoo]. It is not the cns" 
torn of the Roman Emperors to permit any of 
their inferiors to sit beside them, not even of 
such as are bom subjects of their empire ; and 
it is necessary to respect the customs of the 
country.' But ne, answering nothing to Bald- 
win, stared yet more fixedly upon the Em- 
peror« and muttered to himself something in 
his own dialect, which, being interpreted, wan 
to this effect — ^ Behold, what rustic fellow 
[x^^'1^0 IS this, to be seated alone while such 
leaders stand around him !' The movement 
of his lips did not escape the Emperor, who 
cfdled to him one that understood the Latin 
dialect, and enquired what words the man had 
spoken. When he heard them, the Emperor 
wd nothing to the other Latins, but kept the 
thing to himself. When, however, the busi 
ness was all over, he called near to him by 
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himself that swelling and shameless Latin 
[v^^n^fpova exeiwv mm ovoid))], and asked of him, 
who he was, of what lineage, and from what 
region he had come. ^ I am a Frank/ said he, 

* of pure blood, of the Nobles. One thing I 
know, that where three roads meet in the place 
from which I came, there is an ancient church, 
in which whosoever has the desire to measure 
himself against another in single combat, prays 
God to help him therein, and afterwards abides 
the conning of one willing to encounter him. 
At that spot long time did I remain, but the 
man bold enough to stand against me I found 
not.' Hearing these words the Emperor said, 

* If hitherto thou hast sought battles in vain, 
the time is at hand which will furnish thee 
with abimdance of them. And I advise thee 
to place thyself neither before the phalanx, nor 
in its rear, but to stand fast in the midst of 
thy fellow-soldiers ; for of old time I am well 
acquainted with the warfare of the Turk8> 
With such advice he dismissed not only this 
man, but the rest of those who were about to 
depart on that expedition." — Alexiad^ Book x. 
pp. 237, 238. 

Ducange, as is mentioned in the novels iden- 
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tifies the church, thus described by the cru- 
sader, with that of Our Lady of Soissons, of 
which a French poet of the days of Louis VII. 
says — 

Veiller y vont encore li Pelerin 

Oil qui bataille veuleiit fere et fourmr. 

DucANGE in Alexiad, p. 86. 

The Princess Anna Comnena, it may be 
proper to observe, was bom on the first of 
December, A.D. 1083, and was consequently 
in her fifteenth year when the chiefs of the 
first crusade made their appearance ^ her 
father's court. Even then, however, it is not 
improbable that she might have been the wife 
of Nicephorus Bryennius, whom, many years 
after his death, she speaks of in her history as 
TGv BfiH xaucra^a, and in other terms equally 
affectionate. The bitterness with which she 
uniformly mentions Bohemund, Count of Ta- 
rentum, afterwards Prince of Antioch, has, 
however, been ascribed to a disappointment in 
love; and on one remarkable occasion, the 
Princess certainly expressed great contempt 
of her husband. I am aware of no other au- 
thorities for the liberties taken with this lady's 
conjugal character in the noveL 
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Her husband, Nicepboros Bryennlufi, was 
the grandson of the person of that name, who 
figures in history as the rival, in a contest for 
the imperial throne, of Nicephorus Botoniates. 
He was, on his marriage with Anna Comnena, 
invested with the rank of Panhypersebastoe^ or 
Omfdum Augustisnmus ; but Alexius deeply of- 
fended him, by afterwards recognising the 
superior and simpler dignity of a Sebastos. His 
eminent qualities, both in peace and war, are 
acknowledged by Gibbon : and he has left us 
four books of Memoirs, detailing the early part 
of his father-in-law's history, and valuable as 
being the work of an eyewitness of the most 
important events which he describes. Anna 
Gomnena appears to have considered it her 
duty to take up the task which her husband 
had not lived to complete; and hence the 
Alexiad — certainly, with all its defects, the 
first historical work that has as yet proceeded 
from a female pen. 

" The life of the Emperor Alexius," (says 
Gibbon,) ^< has been delineated by the pen of 
a favourite daughter, who was inspired by 
tender regard for his person, and a laudable 
zeal -to perpetuate his virtues. Conscious of 
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the just suspicion of her readers, the Princess 
repeatedly protests, that, hesides her personal 
knowledge, she had searched the discourses and 
writings of the most respectahle veterans ; and 
that after an interval of thirty years, forgotten 
hy, and forgetful of the world, her moumfiil 
solitude was inaccessible to hope and fear: 
that truth, the naked perfect truth, was more 
dear than the memory of her parent. Yet 
instead of the simplicity of style and narra*- 
tive which wins our belief, an elaborate affec- 
tation of rhetoric and science betrays in every 
page the vanity of a female author. The 
genuine character of Alexius is lost in a vagne 
constellation of virtues; and the perpetual 
strain of panegyric and apology awakens our 
jealousy, to question the veracity of the his- 
torian, and the merit of her hero. We can- 
not, however, revise her judicious and im- 
portant remark, that the disorders of the times 
were the misfortune and the glory of Alexius ; 
and that every calamity which can afflict a 
declining empire was accumulated on his reign 
by the justice of Heaven and the vices of his 
predecessors. In the east, the victorious Turks 
had spread, from Persia to the Hellespont, the 
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reign of the Koran and the Crescent ; the west 
was invaded hy the adventurous valour of the 
Normans ; and, in the moments of peace, the 
Danube poured forth new swarms, who had 
gained in the science of war what they had 
lost in the ferociousness of their manners. 
The sea was not less hostile than the land; 
and) while the frontiers were assaulted by an 
open enemy, the palace was distracted with 
seeret conspiracy and treason. 

*^ On a sudden, the banner of the Cross was 
displayed by the Latins ; Europe was preci- 
pitated on Asia; and Constantinople had al'- 
most been swept away by this impetuous de- 
luge. In the tempest Alexius steered the Im^- 
perial vessel with dexterity and courage. At 
the head of his armies, he was bold in action, 
skilfol in stratagem, patient of fatigue, ready 
to improve his advantages, and rising from his 
defeats with inexhaustible vigour. The dis- 
cipline of the camp was reversed, and a new 
generation of men and soldiers was created 
by the precepts and example of their leader. 
In his intercourse with the Latins, Alexius 
was patient and artful ; his discerning eye per- 
vaded the new system of an unknown world. 
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"^^ The increase of the male and female 
branches of his family adorned the throne^ 
and secured the succession ; but their princely 
luxury and pride offended the patricians, ex- 
hausted the revenue, and insulted the misery 
of the people. Anna is a fidthful witness that 
his happiness was destroyed and his health 
broken by the cares of a public life ; the patience 
of Constantinople was fatigued by the length 
and severity of his reign ; and before Alexius 
expired, he had lost the love and reverence of 
his subjects. The clergy could not forgive his 
application of the sacred riches to the defence 
of the state ; but they applauded his theologi- 
cal learning, and ardent zeal for the orthodox 
faith, which he defended with his tongue, his 
pen, and his sword. Even the sincerity of his 
moral and religious virtues was suspected by 
the persons who had passed their lives in his 
confidence. In his last hours, when he was 
pressed by his wife Irene to alter the succes- 
sion, he raised his head, and breathed a pious 
ejaculation on the vanity of the wotld. The 
indignant reply of the Empress may be in- 
scribed as an epitaph on his tomb, — * You die, 
as you have lived— a hypoiSnteJ 
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" It was the wish of Irene to supplant the 
eldest of her sons in favour of her daughter, 
the Princess Anna, whose philosophy would 
not have refused the weight of a diadem. But 
the order of male succession was asserted by 
the friends of their country ; the lawful heir 
drew the royal signet from the finger of his 
insensible or conscious father^ and the empire 
obeyed the master of the palace. Anna Com- 
nena was stimulated by ambition and revenge 
to conspire against the life of her brother ; and 
when the design was prevented by the fears or 
scruples of her husband, she passionately ex- 
claimed that nature had mistaken the two 
sexes, and had endowed Bryennius with the 
soul of a woman. After the discovery of her 
treason, the life and fortune of Anna were 
justly forfeited to the laws. Her life was 
spared by the clemency of the emperor, but 
he visited the pomp and treasures of her pa- 
lace, and bestowed the rich confiscation on the 
most deserving of his friends." — History of 
the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire^ 
chap, xlviii. 

The year of Anna's death is nowhere re- 
corded. She appears to have written the 
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Alexiad in a convent; and to have spent 
nearly thirty years in this retirement, before 
her book was published. 

For accurate particulars of the public events 
touched on in Robert of PariSy the reader is 
referred to the above quoted author, chapters 
xlviii. xlix. and L ; and to the first volume of 
RClls' History of the Crusades. 

J. G. LO 

Lovixni* Ijf Marefh 1838. 



Digitized by CjOOQ iC 



INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS. 



JEDEDIAH CLEISHBOTHAM, M.A 
To the loving Reader wisheth health and prosperity 

Tt would ill become me, whose name has been 
spread abroad by those former collections 
bearing this title of ^^ Tales of my Landlord," 
and who have, by the candid voice of a nume- 
rous crowd of readers, been taught to think 
that I merit not the empty fame alone, but 
also the more substantial rewards, of success- 
ful pencraft — it would, I say, ill become me 
to suffer this, my youngest literary babe, and, 
probably at the same time, the last child of 
mine old age, to pass into the world without 
some such modest apology for its defects, as it 
has been my custom to put forth on preceding 
occasions of the like natiure. The world has 

VOL. XLV,. A 
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been siifficieDtly iDstmcted, of a truth, that I 
am not indiviclaally the person to whom is to 
be ascribed the actual inventing or designing 
of the scheme upon which these Tales, which 
men have found so pleasing, were originally 
constructed; as also that neither am I the 
actual workman, who, furnished by a skilful 
architect with an accurate plan, including 
elevations and directions both general and par- 
ticular, has from thence toiled to bring forth 
and complete the intended shape and propor- 
tion of each division of the edifice. Neverthe- 
less I have been indisputably the man, who, in 
placing my name at the head of the underta- 
king, have rendered myself mainly and prin- 
cipally responsible for its general success. 
When a ship of war goeth forth to battle with 
her crew, consisting of sundry foremast-men 
and various officers, such subordinate persons 
are not ssdd to gain or lose the vessel which 
they have manned or attacked, (although each 
was natheless sufficiently active in his own 
department ;) but it is forthwith bruited and 
noised abroad, without further phrase, that 
Captain Jedediah Cleishbotham hath lost such 
a seventy-four, or won that which, by the 
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united exertions of all thereto pertainiiig, if 
taken from the enemy. In the same manner, 
shame and sorrow it were, if I, the Tolantary 
Captain and founder of these adventures, after 
having upon three divers occasions assamed to 
myself the emoluments and reputation there- 
of, should now withdraw myself from the risks 
of failure proper to this fourth and last out- 
going. No I I will rather address my associ- 
ates in this bottom with the constant spirit of 
Matthew Prior's heroine : 

** Did I but purpose to embark with thee 
On the (tmooth surface of some summer sea. 
But would forsake the waves, and make the shore. 
When the winds whistle, and the billows roar ? ** 

As little, nevertheless, would it become my 
years and station not to admit without cavil 
certain errors which may justly be pointed out 
in these concluding <^ Tales of my Landlord," 
— ^the last, and, it is manifest, never carefully 
revised or corrected handiwork, of Mr Peter 
Pattison, now no more; the same worthy 
young man so repeatedly mentioned in these 
Introductory Essays, and never without that 
tribute to his good sense and talents, nay, even 
genius, which his contributions to this my 
undertaking fairly entitled him to daim at the 
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hands of his surviviog friend and patron. 
These pages, I have said, were the uUimns 
labor of mine ingenious assistant; but I say 
not, as the great Dr Pitcaim of his hero, — 
ultimus atque optimus. Alas ! even the ^ddi- 
ness attendant on a journey on this Manches- 
ter rail-road is not so perilous to the nerves, 
as that too frequent exercise in the merry-go- 
round of the ideal world, whereof the tendency 
to render the fancy confused, and the judg- 
ment inert, hath in all ages been noted, not 
only by the erudite of the earth, but even by 
many of the thick-witted Ofelli themselves ; 
whether the rapid pace at which the fancy 
moveth in such exercitations, where the wish 
of the penman is to him like Prince Hous- 
sain's tapestry, in the Eastern fable, be the 
chief source of peril — or whether, without re- 
ference to this wearing speed of movement, 
the dwelling habituaHy in those realms of 
imagination, be as little suited for a man's in- 
tellect, as to breathe for any considerable 
space " the diificult air of the mountain top" 
IS to the physical structure of his outwar^d 
frame — this question belongeth not to me ; but 
certain it is, that we often discover in the 
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works of the foremost of this order of men, 
marks of berwilderment and confusion, such as 
do not so frequently occur in those of persons 
to whom nature hath conceded fancy weaker 
of wing, or less ambitious in flight. 

It is affecting to see the great Miguel Cer- 
vantes himself, even like the sons of meaner 
men, defending himself against the critics of 
the day, who assailed him upon such little 
discrepancies and inaccuracies as are apt to 
cloud the progress even of a mind like his, 
when the evening is closing around it. ^^ It 
is quite a common thing," says Don Quixote, 
^' for men who have gained a very great repu- 
tation by their writings before they were 
printed, quite to lose it afterwards, or, at least, 
the greater part." — " The reason is plain," 
acnswers the Bachelor Carrasco ; ^^ their faults 
are more easily discovered after the books are 
printed, as being then more read, and more 
narrowly examined, especially if the author 
has been much cried up before, for then the 
severity of the scrutiny is isure to be the 
greater. Those who have raised themselves a 
name by their own ingenuity, great poets and 
celebrated historians, are commonly, if not 
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always, envied by a set of men who delight in 
censuring the writings of others, though they 
cotdd never produce any of their own.** — 
" That is no wonder,'* quoth Don Quixote ; 
^^ there are many divines that would make but 
very dull preachers, and yet are quick enough 
at finding faults and superfluities in other 
men's sermons." — " All this is true,** says 
Garrasco, ^^and therefore I could wish such 
censurers would be more merciful and less 
scrupulous, and not dwell ungenerously upon 
small spots that are in a manner but so many 
atoms on the face of the clear sun they mur- 
mur at. If aliquando dormitat Homemsj let 
them consider how many nights he kept him- 
self awake to bring his noble works to light as 
little darkened with defects as might be. But, 
indeed, it may many times happen, that what 
is censured for a fault, is rather an ornament, 
as moles often add to the beauty of a face. 
When all is said, he that publishes a book, 
runs a great risk, since nothing can be so un- 
likely as that he should have composed one 
capable of securing the approbation of every 
reader." — " Sure," says Don Quixote, " that 
which treats of me can have pleased but few '^* 
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" Quite the contrary," says Carrasco ; " for as 
infinitus est numerus stuUorum^ so an infinite 
number have admired your history. Only 
some there are who have taxed the author 
with want of memory or sincerity, because he 
forgot to give an account who it was that stole 
Saiicho's Dapple, for that particular is not 
mentioned there, only we find, by the story, 
that it was stolen ; and yet, by and by, we find 
him riding the same ass again, without any 
previous light given us into the matter. Then 
they say that the author forgot to tell the reader 
what Sancho did with the hundred pieces of 
gold he found in the portmanteau in the Sierra 
Morena, for there is not a word said of them 
more ; and many people have a great mind to 
know what he did with them, and how he 
spent them ; which is one of the most material 
points in which the work is defective." 

How amusingly Sancho is made to clear up 
the obscurities thus alluded to by the Bachelor 
Carrasco— no reader can have forgotten ; but 
diere remained enough of similar kwuruB, inad- 
vertencies, and mistakes, to exercise the inge- 
nuity of those Spanish critics, who were too 
wise in their own conceit to profit by the good- 
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natured and modest apology of this immortal 
author. 

There can be no doubt, that if Cervantes 
had deigned to use it, he might have pleaded 
also the apology of indifferent health, under 
which he certainly laboured while finishing 
the second part of " Don Quixote." It must 
be too obvious that the intervals of such a 
malady as then affected Cervantes, could not 
be the most favourable in the world for revi- 
sing lighter compositions, and correcting, at 
least, those grosser errors and imperfections 
which each author should, if it were but for 
shame's sake, remove from his work, before 
bringing it forth into the broad light of day, 
where they will never fail to be distinctly seen, 
nor lack ingenious persons, who will be too 
happy in discharging the office of pointing 
them out. 

It is more than time to explain with what 
purpose we have called thus fully to memory 
the many venial errors of the inimitable Cer- 
vantes, and those passages in which he has 
rather defied his adversaries than pleaded his 
own justification; for I suppose it will be 
readily granted, that the difference is too wide 
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betwixt that great wit of Spain and ourselves, 
to permit iis to use a buckler which was ren- 
dered sufficiently formidable only by the stre- 
nuous hand in which it was placed. 

The history of my first publications is suffi- 
ciently well known. Nor did I relinquish the 
purpose of concluding these ^^ Tales of my 
Landlord/' which had been so remarkably 
fortunate; but Death, which steals upon us 
all with an inaudible foot, cut short the inge- 
nious young man to whose memory I composed 
that inscription, and erected, at my own charge, 
that monument which protects his remains, by 
the side of the river Gander, which he has con- 
tributed so much to render immortal, and in 
a place of his own selection, not very distant 
from the school under my care.* In a word, 
the ingenious Mr Pattison was removed from 
his place. 

Nor did I confine my care to his posthu- 
mous fame alone, but carefully inventoried and 
preserved the effects which he left behind him, 
namely, the contents of his small wardrobe, 

* See Tolome ix. of the New Edition of the Waverley 
Novela, p. 241> for some circumstances attending this ereo- 
tion. 
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and a number of printed books of somewhat 
more consequence, together with certain woe- 
fully blurred manuscripts, discovered in his 
cepository. On looking these over, I found 
them to contain two Tales called *^ Count Ro- 
bert of Paris,** and " Castle Dangerous ;" but 
was seriously disappointed to perceive that 
they were by no means in that state of cor- 
rectness, which would induce an experienced 
person to pronounce any writing, in the tech- 
nical language of bookcraft, " prepared for 
press/* There were not only hiatus valde de* 
flendiy but even grievous inconsistencies, and 
other mistakes, which the penman's leisurely 
revision, had he been spared to bestow it, would 
doubtless have cleared away. After a con-^ 
siderate perusal, I no question flattered my- 
self that these manuscripts, with all their 
faults, contained liere and there passages, 
which seemed plainly to intimate that severe 
indisposition had been unable to extinguish 
altogether the brilliancy of that fancy which 
the world had been pleased to acknowledge in 
the creations of Old Mortality, the Bride of 
Lammermoor, and others of these narratives 
But I, nevertheless, threw the manuscripts 
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iDto my draw^* resolving not to thiuk of com- 
mitting them to the Ballantynian ordeal, until 
I could either obtain tlie assistance of some 
capable person to supply deficiencies, and cor- 
rect errors, so as they might face the public 
with credit, or perhaps numerous and more 
serious avocations might permit me to dedicate 
my own time and labour to that task. 

While I was in this uncertainty, I had a 
visit from a stranger, who was announced as 
a young gentleman deidrous of speaking with 
me on particular business. I immediately 
uigured the accession of a new boarder, but 
Rras at once checked by observing that the 
outward man of the stranger was, in a most 
remarkable degree, what mine host of the Sir 
William Wallace, in his phraseology, calls 
seedy. His black cloak had seen service ; the 
waistcoat of grey plaid bore yet stronger marks 
of having encountered more than one cam- 
paign ; his third piece of dress was an absolute 
veteran compared to the others ; his shoes were 
so loaded with mud as showed his journey 
must have been pedestrian; and a grey maudf 
which fluttered, around his wasted limbs, com« 
pleted such an equipment as, since Juvenara 
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days, has been the livery of the poor scholar 
I therefore concluded that I beheld a candi- 
date for the vacant office of usher, and pre- 
pared to listen to his proposals with the dig- 
nity becoming my station ; but what was my 
surprise when I found I had before me, in this 
rusty student, no less a man than Paul, the 
brother of Peter Pattison, come to gather in 
his brother's succession, and possessed, it seem- 
ed, with no small idea of the value of that part 
of it which consisted in the productions of his 
pen ! 

By the rapid study I made of him, this Paul 
was a sharp lad, imbued with some tincture 
of letters, like his regretted brother, but totally 
destitute of those amiable qualities which had 
often induced me to say within myself, that 
Peter was, like the famous John Gay, — 

** In wit a man, simplicity a child.** 

He set little by the legacy of my deceased 
assistant's wardrobe, nor did the books hold 
much greater value in his eyes: but he pe- 
remptorily demanded to be put in possession 
of the manuscripts, alleging, with obstinacy, 
that no definite bargain had been completed 
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between his late brother and me, and at length 
produced the opinion to that effect of a writer, 
or man of business, — ^a class of persons with 
whom I have alwajrs chosen to have as little 
concern as possible. 

But I had one defence left, which came to 
my aid, tanquam deus ex machind. This rapa- 
cious Paul Pattison could not pretend to wrest 
the disputed manuscripts out of my possession, 
unless upon repayment of a considerable sum 
of money, which I had advanced from time to 
time to the deceased Peter, and particularly to 
purchase a small annuity for his aged mother. 
These advances, with the charges of the fu- 
neral and other expenses, amounted to a con- 
siderable sum, which the poverty-struck stu- 
dent and his acute legal adviser equally fore- 
saw great difficulty in liquidating. The said 
Mr Paul Pattison, therefore, listened to a sug- 
gestion, which I dropped as if by accident, 
that if he thouglit himself capable of filling his 
brother's place of carrying the work through 
the press, I would make him welcome to bed 
and board within my mansion while he was 
thus engaged, only requiring his occasional as- 
sistance at hearing the more advanced scholars. 
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This seemed to promise a close of our dispute 
alike satisfactory to all parties, and the firsi 
act of Paal was to draw on me for a round 
sum, ander pretence that his wardrobe must 
be wholly refitted. To this I made no objec- 
tion, though it certainly showed like vanity to 
purchase garments in the extremity of the 
mode, when not only great part of the de^ 
funct's habiliments were very fit for a twelve- 
month's use, but as I myself had been, but 
yesterday as it were, equipped in a becoming 
new stand of black clothes, Mr Pattison would 
have been welcome to the use of such of my 
quondam raiment as he thought sui^ble, as 
indeed had always been the case with his de- 
ceased brother. 

The school, I must needs say, came tolera- 
bly on. My youngster was very smart, and 
seemed to be so active in his duty of usher, if 
I may so speak, that he even overdid his part 
therein, and I began to feel myself a cipher in 
my own school. 

I comforted myself with the belief that the 
publication was advancing as fast as I could 
desire. On this subject, Paul Pattison, like 
ancient Pistol, ** talked bold words at the 
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bridge/' and that not only at our boase, but 
in the society of our neighbours, amongst 
whom, instead of imitating the retired and 
monastic manner of his brother deceased, he 
became a gay visitor, and such a reveller, that 
in process of time he was observed to vilipend 
the modest fare which had at first been es- 
teemed a banquet by his hungry appetite, and 
thereby highly displeased my wife, who, with 
justice, applauds herself for the plentiful, 
cleanly, and healthy victuals, wherewith she 
maintains her ushers and boarders. 

Upon the whole, I rather hoped than enter- 
tained a sincere confidence that all was going 
on well, and was in that unpleasant state of 
mind which precedes the open breach between 
two associates who have been long jealous of 
each other, but are as yet deterred by a sense 
of mutual interest from coming to an open 
rupture. 

The first thing which alarmed me was a ru - 
mour in the village, that Paul Pattison intend- 
ed, in some little space, to undertake a voyage 
to the Continent — on account of his health, as 
was pretended, but, as the same report aver- 
red, much more with the view of gratifying 
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the curiosity which his perusal of the classics 
had impressed upon him, than for any other 
purpose. I was, I say, rather alarmed at this 
susurruSf and began to reflect that the retire- 
ment of Mr Pattison, unless his loss could be 
supplied in good time, was like to be a blow 
to the establishment ; An*, in truth, this Paul 
had a winning way with the boys, especially 
those who were gentle-tempered; so that I 
must confess my doubts whether, in certain 
respects, I myself could have fully supplied his 
place in the school, with all my authority and 
experience. My wife, jealous, as became her 
station, of Mr Pattison's intentions, advised 
me to take the matter up immediately, and go 
to the bottom at once ; and, indeed, I had al- 
ways found that way answered best with my 
boys. 

Mrs Cldshbotham was not long before re- 
newing the subject ; for, like most of the race 
of Xantippe, (though my helpmate is a well- 
spoken woman,) she loves to thrust in her oar 
where she is not able to pull it to purpose. 
^^ You are a sharp-witted man, Mr Cleishbo- 
tham," would she observe, ^^and a learned 
man, Mr Cleishbotham — and the schoolmaster 
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of Gandercleucb) Mr Cleishbotham, which is 
saying all in one word ; bnt many a man al- 
most as great as yourself has lost the saddle by 
sufifering an inferior to get up behind him ; 
and thoogby with the world, Mr Cleishbotham, 
you have the name of doing every thing, both 
in directing the school and in this new profit- 
able book line which you have taken up, yet 
it begins to be the common talk of Gander- 
deuch, both up the water and down the water, 
that the usher both writes the dominie's books, 
and teaches the dominie's school. Ay, ay, ask 
maid, wife, or widow, and she'll tell ye, the 
least gaitling among them all comes to Paul 
Pattison with his lesson as naturally as they 
come to me for their four-hours, puir things ; 
and neyer ane thinks of applying to you aboot 
a kittle turn, or a crabbed word, or about ony 
thing else, unless it were {cr Kcet exire^ or the 
mending of an auld pen." 

Now, this address assmled me on a summer 
evening, when I was whiling away my leisure 
hours with the end of a cutty-pipe, and in- 
ducing in such bland imaginations as the 
Nicotian weed is wont to produce, more espe- 
ially in the case of studious persons, devoted 

VOL. XL VI. c 
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tmusis seoerioribus. I was naturally loath to 
leave my misty sanctuary ; and endeavoured 
to silence tbe clamour of Mrs Cleislibotliam's 
tongue, which has something in it peculiarly 
shrill and penetrating. <^ Woman," said I, 
with a tone of domestic authority befitting the 
occasion, ^* res tuas agcis ; — mind your wash- 
ings and your wringings, your stuffings and 
your i^ysioking, or whatever concerns the 
outward person of the pupils, and leave the 
progress of their education to my usher, Paul 
Pattison, and myself/' 

*^ I am glad to see,'' added the accursed 
woman, (that I should say so t) ^^ that ye have 
the grace to name him foremost, for diere is 
little doubt that he ranks first of the troop, if 
ye wad but hear what the neighbours speak--^ 
or whisper." 

^^ What do they whisper, thou sworn sister 
of the Eumenides?" cried I, — the irritating 
oestrum of the woman's objurgation totally 
counterbalancing the sedative efiects both of 
inpe and pot. 

** Whisper?" resumed she in her shriUest 
note — ^* why, they whisper loud enough for 
sae at least to h^r them, that the schoolmas- 
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let of Gandwcleach is tamed a doited auU 
wotnan, atid sp^ds all bis time in tippling 
stmng dritik with the keeper ot the pnblio« 
botise, and leaves school and bookmaking, aiMl 
a' the rest o% to the care of his asher ; and, 
also, the wives in Ganderoleuoh say, that you 
have engaged Paul Pattison to write a new 
book, which is to beat a' the lave that gaed 
afore it; and to show what a sair lift you 
have o' the job, you didna sae muckle as ken 
the name o't — no, nor whether it was to be 
about some Heathen Greek, or the Black 
Douglas." 

l%is was said with such bitterness that it 
penetrated to the very quick, and I hurled the 
poor old pipe, like one of Homer's spears, not 
in the face (tf my provoking helpmate, though 
Uie temjHaticm was strong, but into the river 
Ottttder, which, as is now weU known to tour* 
ists from the uttermost parts of the earth, 
pursues its quiet meanders beneath the bank 
on which the sdiocdfaouse is pleasantly situa- 
t«d ; and, starting up, fixed on my head the 
cocked hat, (the pride of Messrs Grrieve and 
Seott's repository,) and plunging into the 
valley of the brook, pursued my way upwards^ 
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the voice of Mrs Cleishbotham accompanying 
me in my retreat with someUiing like the 
angry scream of triumph with which the 
brood-goose pursues the flight of some unman* 
nerly cur or idle boy who has intruded upon 
her premises, and fled before her. Indeed, so 
great was the influence of this clamour of 
scorn and wrath which hung upon my rear, 
that while it rung in my ears, I was so moved 
that I instinctively tucked the skirts of my 
black coat under my arm, as if I had been in 
actual danger of being seized on by the grasp 
of the pursuing enemy. Nor was it till I had 
almost reached the well-known burial-place, 
in which it was Peter Pattison's hap to meet 
the far-famed personage called Old Mortality, 
that I made a halt for the purpose of compo- 
sing my perturbed spirits, and considering 
what was to be done ; for as yet my mind was 
agitated by a chaos of passions, of which anger 
was predominant; and for what reason, or 
against whom, I entertained such tumultuous 
displeasure, it was not easy for me to deter* 
mine. 

Nevertheless, having settled my cocked hat 
with becoming accuracy on my well-powdered 
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Wig, and suffered it to remain uplifted for a 
moment to cool my flushed brow — having, 
moreover, readjusted and shaken to rights the 
skirts of my black coat, I came into case to 
answer to my own questions, which, till these 
manoeuvres had been sedately accomplished, I 
might have asked myself in vain. 

In the first place, therefore, to use the 
phrase of Mr Docket, the writer (that is, the 
attorney) of our village of Gandercleuch, I 
became satisfied that my anger was directed 
against all and sundry, or, in law Latin, contra 
amnes mortates^ and more particularly against 
the neighbourhood of Gandercleuch, for cir- 
culating reports to the prejudice of my literary 
talents, as well as my accomplishments as a 
pedagogue, and transferring the fame thereof 
to mine own usher. Secondly, against my 
spouse, Dorothea Cleishbotham, for transfer- 
ring the said calumnious reports to my ears in 
a prerupt and unseemly manner, and without 
due respect either to the language which she 
made use of, or the person to whom she spoke, 
—treating affairs in which I was so intimately 
concerned as if they were proper subjects for 
jest among gossips at a christening, where the 
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womankind claim the privilege c^worstiipping 
the Bona Dea according to their secret female 
rites. Thirdly^ I became clear that I was en* 
titled to respond to any whom it concerned to 
enquire, tliat my wrath was kindled against 
Paul Pattison, my usher, for giving occasion 
both for the neighbours of Qandercleuch en- 
tertaining such opinions, and for Mrs Cleish- 
hotham disrespectfully urging them to my 
face, since neither circumstance could have 
existed, without he had put forth sinlxd mis- 
representations of transactions, private and 
confidential, and of which I had myself en- 
tirely refrained from dropping any the least 
hint to any third person. 

This arrangement of my ideas having con- 
iributed to soothe the stormy atmosphere 
of which they had been the offspring, gave 
reason a time to predominate, and to ask me, 
with her calm but clear voice, whether, under 
all the circumstances, I did weU to nourish 
so indiscriminate an indignation? In fine, 
en closer examination, the various splenetic 
thoughts I had been indulging against other 
parties, began to be merged in that resentment 
a^inst my perfidious usher, which, like the 
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•erpent of Moees, swallowed up all sabordi- 
nate objects of displeasure. To put myself at 
open feud with tbe whole of my neighbours, 
unless I had been certain of some ^ectuai 
mode of avenj^ing myself upon them, would 
have been an undertaking too weighty for my 
meansy and not unlikely, if rashly grappled 
withal, to end in my ruin. To make a public 
quarrel with my wife^ on such an account as 
her opinion of my literary accomplishments, 
would sound ridiculous : and, besides, Mrs 
C. was sure to haye all the women on her 
sidcy who would represent her as a wife per- 
secuted by her husband for offering him good 
advice, and urging it upon him with only too 
enthusiastic sino^ty. 

There remained Paul Pattison, undoubt- 
edly, the most natural and proper object of 
my indignation, since I might be said to have 
him in my own power, and might punish him 
by dismissal, at my pleasure. Yet even vin- 
cUctive proceedings against the said Paul, how- 
ever ea^ to be enforced, might be productive 
of serious oonsequences to my own purse ; and 
I began to reflect, witiii anxiety, that in this 
world it is not often that the gratification of 
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our angry passions Ues in the same road with 
the advancement of our interest, and that the 
wise man, the vere sapiens^ seldom hesitates 
which of these two he ought to prefer. 

I recollected also that I was quite uncertain 
how far the present usher had really been 
guilty of the foul acts of assumption charged 
against him. 

In a word, I began to perceive that it would 
be no light matter, at once, and without ma- 
turer perpending of sundry collateral puncti' 
imculiZy to break up a joint-stock adventure, or 
society, as civilians term it, which, if profitable 
to him, had at least {Mromised to be no less so 
to me, established in years and learning and 
reputation so much his superior. Moved by 
which, and other the like considerations, I 
resolved to proceed with becoming caution on 
the occasion, and not, by stating my causes of 
complaint too hastily in the outset, exasperate 
into a positive breach what might only prove 
some smaU misunderstanding, easily explained 
or apologized for, and which, like a leak in a 
new vessel, being once discovered and care- 
fully stopped, renders the vessel but more i 
worthy than it was before* 
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About the time that I had adopted this heal^ 
bg resolution, I reached the spot where the 
almost perpendicular fece of a steep hill seems 
to terminate the valley, or at least divides it 
into two dells, each serving as a cradle to its 
own mountain-stream, the Gruff-quack, name- 
ly, and the shallower, but more noisy, Guse- 
dub, on the left hand, which, at their union, 
form the Gander, properiy so called. Each 
of these little valleys has a walk winding up 
to its recesses, rendered more easy by the 
labours of the poor during the late hard sea- 
son, and one of which bears the name of Pat- 
tison's path, whOe the other had been kindly 
consecrated to my own memoiy, by the title 
of the Dominie's Daidling-bit. Here I made 
certain to meet my associate, Paul Pattison^ 
for 1^ one or other of these roads he was wont 
to return to my house of an evening, after his 
lengthened rambles. 

Jfw was it long before I espied him descend* 
ing the Chisedub by that tortuous path, mark- 
bg so strongly the character of a Scottish 
glen. He was easily distinguished, indeed, at 
some distance, by his jaunty swagger, in which 
he (ffesented to you the fiat of his leg, like 
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the manly knave of clubs, a^arendy with the 
most perfect contentment, not only with his 
leg and boot, but with every part of his out- 
ward man, and the whole fashion of his gar- 
ments, and, one would almost have thought, 
the contraits of his pockets. 

In this, his wonted guise» he approached 
me, where I was seated near the meeting of 
the waters, and I could not but discern, that 
his first impulse was to pass me without any 
prolonged or formal greeting. But as that 
would not have been decent, considering the 
terms on which we stood, he seemed to adopt, 
on reflection, a course directly opposite; 
bustled up to me with an air of alacrity, and, 
I may add, impudence; and hastened at once 
into the middle of the important affairs which 
it had been my purpose to bring under dis* 
cussicm in a manner more becoming their gra- 
vity. ** I am glad to see you, Mr Gleishbo- 
tham," said he, with an inimitable mixture of 
confusion and effirontery ; ^^ the most wonderful 
news which has been heard in the literary 
world in my time^-aU Gandercleuch rings 
with it — they positively speak of nothing else* 
from Miss Buskbody's youngest iq>prentice to 
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the minister himself, and ask each c^her in 
amazement, whether the tidings are true or 
false — to be sure they are of an astounding 
complexion, especially to you and me." 

** Mr Pattison," said I, ^ I am quite at a 
loss to guess at your meaning. Davus sum, 
non CBcUpUi'^I am Jedediah Cleishbotbam, 
Sdodimaster of the parish of Gandereleuch ; 
no conjurer, and neither reader of riddles, nor 
expounder of enigmata.'' 

'' Well," replied Paul Pattison, ^ Mr Jede- 
diah Cleishhotham, Si^oolmaster of the parish 
of Gandereleuch, and so forth, all I have to 
inform you is, that our hopeful scheme is en« 
tirely blown up. The tales, on publishing 
which we reckoned with so much confidence, 
have already been printed ; they are abroad, 
over all America^ and the British papers are 
clamorous." 

I received this news with the same equani* 
mity with which I should have accepted a blow 
addressed to my stomach by a modem gladii^ 
tor, with the full energy of his fist. '^ If this 
he correct information, Mr Pattison," said I, 
*^ I must of necessity suspect you to be the 
person who have supplied the foreign press 
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with the copy which the printers have than 
made an unscrupulous use of, without respect 
to the rights of the undeniable proprietors of 
the manuscripts ; and I request to know whe- 
ther this American production embraces the 
alterations which you as well as I judged neces- 
sary, before the work could be fitted to meet 
the public eye?" To this my gentleman saw 
it necessary to make a direct answer, for my 
manner was impressive, and my tone decisiye. 
His native audacity enabled him, however, to 
keep his ground, and he answered with firm* 



^^ Mr Cleishbotham, in the first place, these 
manuscripts, over which you claim a very 
doubtful right, were never given to any one 
by me, and must have been sent to America 
either by yourself, or by some one of the vari- 
ous gentlemen to whom, I am well aware, you 
have afforded opportunities of perusing my 
brother's MS. remains." 

^^ Mr Pattison," I replied, ^< I beg to remind 
you that it never could be my intention, either 
by my own hands, or throi^h those of another, 
to remit these manuscripts to the press, until, 
by the alterations which I meditated, and 
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which you yoiirsdf engaged to make, they were 
rendered fit for public perusal/' 

Mr Patiiflou answered me with much heat : 
— *^ Sir, I would have you to know, that if I 
accepted your paltry offer, it was with less 
regard to its amount, than to the honour and 
literary fame of my late brother. I foresaw that 
if I declined it, you would not hesitate to 
throw the task into incapable hands, or, per- 
haps, have taken it upon yourself, the most 
unfit of all men to tamper with the works of 
departed genius, and that, God willing, I was 
determined to prevent — but the justice of Hea- 
ven has taken the matter into its own hands. 
Peter Pattison's laat labours shall now go 
down to posterity unscathed by the scalping- 
kuife of alteration, in the hands of a false 
friend — shame on the thought that the unna- 
tural weapon could ever be wielded by the 
hand of a brother I " 

I heard this speech not without a species of 
vertigo or dizziness in my head, which would 
probably have struck me lifeless at his feet, 
bad not a thought like that of the old ballad — 

*• £a?l Perey mm my fall,** 

ealled to my recollection, that I should only 
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afford an additional triumph by giving wa^ 
to my feelings in the presence of Mr Pttul Vwt^ 
tifion, who, I could liot doubt, must be more 
or less directly at the bottom of the Tr^ms- 
atlantic publication, and had in one way or an- 
other found his own interest in that nefarious 
transaction. 

To get quit of his odious presence I Ind him 
an unceremonious good- night, and mafdied 
down the glen with the air not of one who has 
parted with a friend, but who rather has sha* 
ken off an intrusive companicm. On the road 
I pondered the whole matter over with an 
anxiety which did not in the smidlest degr^ 
tend to relieve me. Had I felt adequate to 
the exertion, I might, of course, have supplant- 
ed this spurious edition (of which the literary 
gazettes are already doling out copious specie 
mens) by introducing into a copy, to be in- 
stantly published at Edinburgh, adequate cor- 
rection of the various inconsistencies and im- 
perfections which have already been alluded 
to. I remember the easy victory of the real 
second part of these ^< Tides of my Landlord" 
over the performance sent forth by an inter- 
loper under th» same title ; and why should 
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■ol Uie same trinrnph be repeated now ? There 
wiHild, in short, have been a pride of talent in 
this manner of avenging myself, which would 
hare been justifiable in the case of an injured 
man ; but the state of my health has for some 
time been such as to render any attempt of 
this nature in every way imprudent. 

Under such circumstances, the last *^ Re- 
mains" of Peter Pattison must even be ac- 
cepted, as they were left in his desk ; and I 
humbly retire in the hope that, such as they 
are, they may receive the indulgence of those 
who have ever been but too merciful to the 
productions of his pen, and in all respects to 
ihe courteous reader's obliged servant, 

GANDBRCLEUCBy 

IBih Oct. 1851. 
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CHAPTER I. 



LeMUhu. That power that kindly spreada 

The clouds, a signal oC impending diower^ 
To warn the wandering linnet to the shad^ 
Beheld without iconcem expiring Greece, 
And not one prodigy ibretold our fate. 

Denutriut. A tliousand horrid prodigies foretold it : 
A feeble government, eluded laws, 
A factious populace, luxurious nobles. 
And all the maladies of sinking states. 
' When publio rfllany, too strong for Justioe^ 
Siiows his bold front, the harbinger of ruin, 
Can brave Leontius call for airy wonders, 
Which cheats interpret, and wiiich fools regard ? 

Irene, Act /. 

The xdose obseryera of vegetskle nature have re- 
marked^ that when a new graft is taken from an 
aged tree^ it possesses indeed in exterior form the 
t^peiyrance of a yonth&d shoot, but has in fact 
attained to the same state of maturity, or even 
clecay^ which has been reached by the parent stem. 
Hence, it is said, arises the general dedine and 
death that about the same season is often observed 
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to spread itself throiigh indiTidual trees of seitte 
partkiilar spedes, ail of wliidiy deriyiiig their Thai 
powers from the parent stock, are therefore inca- 
pable of protracting t^eir existence loi^^ than it 
does. 

In the same nianner» effnrts haye been made by 
the mighty of the eart^ to tranq»lant large dtieb, 
states, and commnnities, by one great and sodden 
exertion, expecting to secure to the new capital the 
wealfh, the dignity, the magnificent decorations and 
unlimited extent of the.andent dty, which they 
deore to renorate ; while, at tiie same time, tiiey 
hope to begin a new succession of ages from the 
date of tiie new structure^ to last, they imagine, as 
long, and with as much ^Eune, as its predecessor, 
which the founder hopes his new metn^lis may 
replace in all its youthful glories. But nature has 
her laws, which seem to apply to the social, as well 
as the v^g^etable system. It appears to be a general 
rule, that what is to last long should be slowly 
matured and gradually improved, while every sud- 
den effort, however gigantic, to bring about the 
speedy execution of a plan calculated to endure for 
ages, is doomed to exhibit symptoms of premature 
decay from its very commencement. Thus, in a 
beautiful Oriental tale^ a dervise explains to the 
sultan how he had reared the magnificent trees 
among: which they walked, by nursing their shoots 
from the seed ; and the prince's pride is damped 
when he reflects, that those plantations, so simply 
raised, were gathering new vigour from each re- 
turning- sun, whOe his own exhausted cedars* which 
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had been transplanted by one violent efhirt were 
drooping ^ir majestic heads in the Valley of 
Ore*.* 

It has been allowed, I beliere) by all men of 
taste> many of whom have been late visitants of 
Constantinople, that if it were possible to survey 
the whole globe with a view to fixing a seat of oni- 
versal empire, all who are capable of making such 
a choice, would give their preference to the city of 
Oonistantine, as induding the great recommenda- 
tions of beauty, wealth, security, and eminence. 
Yet with all these advantages of situation and cli- 
mate, and with all the architectural splendour of 
its churches and halls, its qualries of marble, and 
its treasure-houses of gold, the imperial founder 
must himself have learned, that although he could 
employ all these rich materials in obedience to his 
own wish, it was the mind of man itself, those in* 
tellectual ^Mndties refined by the ancients to the 
highest .degree, which had produced the specimens 
of talent at which men paused and wondered, 
whether as subjects of art or of moral labour. The 
power of the Emperor might indeed strip other 
cities of their statues and their shrines, in order to 
decorate that which he had fixed upon as his new 
d^ital; but the men who had performed great 
actions, and those, almost equally esteemed, by 
iHiom such deeds were celebrated, in poetry, in 
painting, and in music, had ceased to exist. The 
nation, though still the most dvilized in the world, 

* Tale of Mirglip the Penian, in the Tales of the QenOi 
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had passed beyond that period of sod^y, wlieii the 
desire of £ur fame is of itself the aeAe or diief 
motive for the labomr of the historian or the poet» 
the painter or the statuary. The sbvish and des- 
potic consdtotion introduced into the empire,, had 
long since entirely destroyed that public spirit 
which animated the free history oi Romoy leaving 
nothing but feeble recollections, whidi produced 
no emulalimi. 

To speak as of an animated substance, if Con- 
stantino could have regenerated bis new metro- 
polis, by transfusing into it the vital and riytfying 
principles of old Rome, — ^that brilliant spark no 
longer remained for Constantinople to borrow, or 
for Rome to lend. 

In one most important circumstance, the state of 
the capital of Constantino had been totally changed, 
and unspeakably to its advantage. The world was 
now Christian, and, with the Pagan code, had got 
rid of its load of disgraceful superstition. Nor is 
there the least doubt, that the better faith produced 
its natural and desiraUe fruits in society, in gra- 
dually ameliorating the hearts, and taming the 
passions, of the people. But while many of the 
converts were turning meekly towards their new 
creed, some, in the arrogance of their understand- 
ing, were limiting the Scriptures by their own 
devices, and others failed not to mi^e rel^ous 
character or spiritual rank the means of rising to 
temporal power. Thus it hi^ened at this critical 
period, that the effects of this great change in the 
religion of the country, although producing an im- 
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mediiie harvieil^ as well as sowings mndi good seed 
wkidi was to grow herrafW, did Hoi, ra the fourth 
Mntary, flourish so as to shed at once that pr0- 
domiiiathig hiflaeaco whioh its prineiples might 
hare taught men to e3q>ect. 

Breii the borrowed i^ndonr, in which Constan- 
tino dedced his eity, bore in it something whioh 
seemed to mark premature decay. The imperial 
ibunda*, in seising npon the aneient statues, pic- 
toresy obelisks, and works of art, acknowledged lus 
own incapacity to supply Aeir place with the pro- 
ductions of later genius ; and when the world, and 
particularly Rome, was plundered to adorn Con- 
stantino{de, the Emperor, under whom the work 
was carried on, mig^t be compared to a prodigal 
youth, who strips an aged parent of her youthful 
ornaments, in order to decorato a flaunting para- 
mom*, on whose brow all must consider them as 
misplaced. 

Constantinople, therefore, when in 824 it first 
arose in imperial majesty out of the humble By- 
zantium, showed, even in its birth, and amid its 
adventitbus sfdendour, as we hare already said, 
some intimations of that speedy decay to which 
die whole drilized world, then limited within the 
Roman empire, was intomally and imperceptiUy 
tending. Nor was it many ages ere these prog- 
nostications of declension were fully rerified* 

In the year 1080, Alexius Comnenus * ascended 
the throne of the Emfmre ; that is, he was declared 

* See Gibbon, Chap, xlriit., for the origin and earlj hU> 
tory of the hoaae of the ComnenJ 
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sovereign af Constantinople, its precincts and de- 
pendencies ; nor, if he was disposed to lead a life 
of relaxation, would the savage incursions of the 
Scythians or the Hnngarians frequeintly disturb 
the imperial slumbers, if limited to his own capitaL 
It may be supposed that this safety did not extend 
much farther ; for it is said that the Empress Pnl-* 
chena had built a church to the Virgin Mary, as 
remote as possible from the gate of the dty, to save 
her devotions from the risk of being interrupted by 
the hostile yell of the barbariuis, and the reigning 
Emperor had constructed a palace near the sairo 
spot, and for the same reason. 

Alexius Comnenus was in the condition of a 
monarch who rather derives consequence from ibe 
wealth and importance of his predecessors, and the 
great extent of their original dominions, than from 
what remnants of fortune had descended to the 
present generation. This Emperor, except nomi- 
nally, no more ruled over his dismembered pro- 
vinces, than a half-dead horse can exercise power 
over those limbs, on which the hooded crow and 
the vulture have ahready begun to settle and select 
their prey. 

In difiPerent parts of his territory, different ene- 
mies arose, who waged successful or dubious war 
against the Emperor ; and, of the numerous nations 
with whom he was engaged in hostilities, whether 
the Franks from the west, the Turks advancing 
from the east, the Cumans and Scythians pouring 
their barbarous numbers and unceasing storm of 
arrows from the north, and the Saracens, or the 
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tril)6s into which they were divided, presnng from 
the south, there} Was not one for whom the Grecian 
onpire did not spread a tempting repasts Eadi of 
^ese yarioQS enemies had their own particular 
habits of War, and a way of manoBuyring in battle 
pecoliar to themselves. But the Roman, as the 
unfortunate subject of the Greek empure was stiU 
called, was by hr the weakest, the most ignorant, 
and most timid, who could be dragged into the 
field ; and the Emperor was happy in his own good 
Indc, when he found it possible to conduct a defen* 
sire war on a counterbalancing prindple, making 
use of the Scythian to repel the Turk, or of both 
these savage people to (kive back the fiery-footed 
Frank, whom Peter the Hermit had, in the time of 
Alexius, waked to double fury, by the powerful 
influence of tiie crusades. 

If, therefore, Alexius Oomnenus was, during his 
anxious seat upon the throne of tiie East, reduced 
to use a base and truckling course of policy, — ^if he 
was sometimes reluctant to fight when he had a 
consdous doubt of the valour of his troops, — ^if he 
commonly employed cunning and dissimulation in- 
stead of wisdom, and perfidy instead of courage — 
his expedients were tiie disgrace of the age, rather 
than his own. 

Again, the Emperor Alexius may be blamed for 
affecting a degree of state which was closely allied 
to imbedlity. He was proud of assuming in his 
own person, and of bestowing upon others, the 
punted show of various orders of nobility, even 
now, when the rank within the prince's gift was 
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become an additiofial reason for the free barbariim 
desj^ing the imperial noble. Tbat the Greek court 
was encumbered with unmeaning ceremonies, in 
order to make amends for the want of that vene* 
ration which oi^ht to have been called forth by 
real worth, and the presence of actual poww, was 
not the particular fault of that prince, but beloi^ed 
to the system of the government of Constantinople 
for ages. Indeed, in its trumpery etiquette, which 
provided rules for the most trivial points of a man's 
behaviour during the day, the Greek empire re- 
sembled no existing power in its minute follies, 
except that of Pekin ; both, doubtiess, being influ- 
enced by the same vain wish, to add seriousness: 
and an appearance of importance to objects, whiidi, 
from their trivial nature, could admit no such dis- 
tinction. 

Yet tiius far we must justify Alexius, that 
humble as were the expedients he had recourse to, 
they were more useful to his empire than the mea- 
sures of a more proud and h^h-spirited prince 
might have proved in the same circumstances. He. 
was no champion to break a lance agidnst tiie breast- 
plate of his Prankish rival, the famous Bohemond 
of Antioch, * but there were many occasions on 
which he hazarded his life freely ; and, so far as 

* Bohemond, son of Robert Guiscard, the Norman con- 
queror of Apulia, Calabria, and Sicily, was, at the time when 
the first crasade began. Count of Tarentum. Though far 
advanced in life, he eagerly joined the expedition of the 
Latins, and became Prince of Antioch. For details of his 
adventures, death, and extraordinary character, see Gibbon, 
chap, lix., and Mills* History of the Crusades, vol. I. 
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we can see. from a minate perusal of his achieve* 
mentSy the Emperor of Greece was never so dan|f er- 
008 '^ under shield/' as when any foeman desired to 
stop him while retreatiii|g from a conflict in whidi 
he had heen worsted. 

But, besides that he did nol hesitate, aooordiiig 
to the custom of the time> at least occasionally, to 
commit his person to the perils of dose combat, 
Alexius also possessed such knowledge of a gene^ 
ral's profession, as b required in onr modem days* 
He knew how to occupy military positions to ike 
best advantage, and <^n oovored defeats, or im- 
proved dubious conflicts, in a manner highly to the 
disiyppointment of those who deemed that the work 
of war was done only on the field of battle. 

If Alexius Oomnenus thus understood the evo- 
lutions of war, he was still better skiUed in those of 
politics, where, soaring far above the ex^^resa pur- 
pose of his immediate negotiation, the Emperor 
was sure to g^ain some important and permanent 
advantage ; though very oftten he was ultimately 
defeated by the unblushing fiddraiess, or avowed 
treachery, of the barbarians, as the Greeks generally 
termed all other nations, and particularly those 
tribes, (they can hardly be termed states,) by which 
their own empire was surrounded. 

We may conclude our brief character of Gom- 
nenus, by saying, that, had he not been called on 
to fill the station of a monarch who was under the 
necessity of making himself dreaded, as one who 
was exposed to all manner of conspiracies, both in 
and out of his own family, he might, in all proba- 
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bility, hare been regarded as an honest and humaiiA 
prince* Certainly he showed himself a good-na* 
tared man, and dealt less in catting o£F heads and 
extingnishing eyes, than had been the practice of 
his predecessors, who generally took this method 
of shortenbg the ambitions views of competitors. 

It remains to be mentioned, that Alexius had his 
fall share of the saperstition of the age, which he 
covered with a species of hypocrisy. It is even 
said, that his wife, Irene, who of coarse was best 
acquainted with the real character of the Emperor, 
taxed her dying hnsband with practising, in his last 
moments, the dissimulation which had been his 
companion during life,* He took also a deep in- 
terest in all matters respecting the church, where 
heresy, which the Emperor held, or a£Fected to 
hold, in great horror, appeared to him to lark* Nor 
do we discover in his treatment of the Manichseans, 
or Paulicians, that pity for their speculative errors, 
which modern times might think had been well 
purchased by the extent of the temporal services 
of these unfortunate sectaries* Alexius knew no 
indulgence for those who misinterpreted the mys- 
teries of the charch, or of its doctrines ; and the 
duty of defending religion against schismatics was, 
in his opinion, as peremptorily demanded from him, 
as that of protecting the empire against the num- 
berless tribes of barbarians who were encroaching 
on its boundaries on every side* 

Such a mixture of sense and weaknesa, of mean- 

• See Gibbon, Chap. LVI. 
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ness and dignity, of pradent discretion and porerty 
of spirit, which last, in the European mode of Tiew- 
bg things, approached to cowardice, formed the 
leading traits of the character of Alexius Com- 
nenns, at a period when the fate of Greece, and all 
that was left in that country of art and cirilisation, 
was trembling in the bala^ce, and likely to be saved 
or lost, according to the abilities of ihe Emperor 
for playing the very di£Gicult game which was put 
into his bands. 

These few leading circumstances will recall, to 
any one who is tolerably well read in history, the 
peculiarities of the period at which we hare found 
a resting-place for die foundation of our story. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Othut. This superb succeMor 

Of the earth's mistress, as thou yainly speakest. 
Stands midst these ages a% oii the wide ocean, 
The last spared fragment of a spacioos land. 
That in some grand and awful ministration 
Of mighty nature has engulfed been, 
Poth lift aloft its dark and rocky cliife 
0*er the wild waste around, and sadly frowns 
In lonely mi^esty. 

CanMtanHne Paleologugf Seeite !• 

Our scene in the capital of the Eastern Empire 
opens at what is termed the Crolden Gate of Con- 
stantinople ; and it may be said in passing, that this 
splendid epithet is not so lightly bestowed as may 
be expected from the inflated language of the 
Greeks, which throws such an appearance of exag- 
geration about them, their buildings, and monu- 
ments. 

The massive, and seemingly impregnable walls 
wiik which Constantino surrounded the city, were 
greatly improred and added to by Theodosius, 
called the Great. A triumphal arch, decorated 
with the. architecture of a better, though already a 
degenerate age, and serving, at the same time, as 
a useful entrance, introduced the stranger into the 
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tAty. On the U^i a statue of bronze represented 
Victory, tke goddess who had inclined the scales of 
battie in fkTour €f( Theodesius ; and, as the artist 
determined to be wealthy if he could not be taste^ 
M, the gilded ornaments with which the inscrip^ 
tions were set o£F, readily led to the popidar name 
of the gate. Figures carved in a dic^t and hap- 
pi^ period of the art, glanced from the walk, with* 
out assorting happily with the taste in which these 
were built The mcnre modern ornaments of tie 
XSolden Gate bore, at tlie period of our story, an 
ai^>ect very diflRsrent from those indicating the ^ oon* 
quest broug^ back to the city,** and *^ the eternal 
peace* whidi the iattering inscrq^tions recorded at 
haTkig been extorted by the sword of Theodesius. 
Foot or ^e military engines, for throwing darts of 
the largest size, were placed upon the summit ot 
^e arch ; and what had been originally de^^ed 
aa a specimen of architectural embellishment, was 
now applied to the purposes of defence. 
. It was the hour of erening, and the cool and 
refreshing breeze from the sea inclined each pas- 
senger, whose business was not of a very urgent 
description, to loiter on his way, and cast a glance 
at the romantic gateway, and ^e various interest- 
ing objects of nature and art, which the city of 
donstantinople presented, as well to the inhabit- 
ants as to strangers.* 

One individual, however, seemed to indulge more 
wonder and curiosity than could have been expeei- 
ed fivm a native of the city, and looked upon thb 
• Note I. p. 56. Conitantinople. 
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mrittes aremid with a qoidi: and startled eye, tBat 
marked aa imagination awakened by sights that 
were new and strange. The appearance of this 
person bespoke a foreigner of military habits, who 
seemed, from his complexion, to hare his birth* 
place hr from tiie Grecian metropolis, whatever 
chance had at present brought him to the Golden 
Gate, or whatever place he filled in the Emperoi^s 
service. 

This young man was about two-and-twenty years 
old, remarkably finely-formed and athletic— quali- 
ties well understood by the citizens of Constanti- 
nople, whose haUts of frequenting the public games 
had taught them at least an acquaintance with the 
human person, and where, in the select of their 
own countrymen, they saw the handsomest sped- 
mens of the human race. 

These were, however, not generally so tall as 
the stranger at the Golden Gate, while his piercing 
blue eyes, and the fair hair which descended from 
under a light helmet gaily ornamented with silver, 
bearing on its summit a crest resembling a dragon 
in the act of eiq^anding its terrible jaws, intimated 
a northern descent, to which the extreme purity of 
his complexion also bore witness. His beauty, 
however, though he was eminently distingubhed 
both in features and in person, was not liable to the 
charge of efieminacy. From this it was rescued, 
both by his strengtb, and by the air of confidence 
and self-possession with which the youth seemed 
to regard the wonders around him, not indicating 
the stupid and helpless gaze of a mind equally in- 
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experienced, and incapable of receiying instruction, 
but expressing the bold intellect which at once 
understands the greater part of the information 
which it receives, and commands the spirit to toH 
in search of the meaning of that whi<^ it has 
not comprehended, or may fear it has misinter- 
preted. This look of awakened attention and in- 
telligence gave interest to the young barbarian; 
and while the bystanders were amazed that a sa- 
vage from some unknown or remote comer of the 
universe should possess a noble countenance be- 
speaking a mind so elevated, they respected him 
for the composure with which he witnessed so many 
things, the fashion, the splendour, nay, the very use 
of which, must have been recently new to him. 

The young man's personal equipments exhibited 
a singular mixture of splendour and effeminacy, 
and enabled the experienced spectators to ascertain 
his nation, and the capacity in which he served. 
We have already mentioned the fanciful and crested 
helmet, which was a distinction of the foreigner, to 
which the reader must add in his imagination a 
small cuirass, or breastplate of silver, so sparingly 
fiEishioned as obviously to afford little security to 
the broad chest, on which it rather hung like an 
ornament than covered as a buckler ; nor, if a weU- 
thrown dart, or strongly-shod arrow, should alight 
fall on this rich piece of armour, was there much 
hope that it could protect the bosom which it par- 
tially shielded. 

-f^rom betwixt the shoulders hung down over the 
back what had the appearance of a bearskin ; but^ 

VOL. XLVI. B 
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when more dotely examined, it was only a very 
skilfol imitation of the spoils of the chase, being in 
reality a sorcoat composed of strong shaggy silk, 
so woven as to exhibit, at a Kttle distance, no inac- 
curate representation of a beards hide. A light 
crooked sword, or scimitar, sheathed in a scabbard 
of gold and ivory, hung by the left side of the 
stranger, the ornamented hilt of which appeared 
much too small for the large-jointed hand of the 
young Hercules who was thus gaily attired. A 
dress, purple in colour, and sitting dose to the 
limbs, covered the body of the soldier to a little 
above the knee ; from thence the knees and legs 
were bare to the calf, to which the reticulated 
strings of the sandals rose from the instep, the 
ligatures being there fibced by a golden coin of the 
reigning Emperor, converted into a species of clasp 
for the purpose. 

But a weapon which seemed more particularly 
adapted to the young barbarian's size, and incapable 
of being used by a man of less formidable limbs 
and sinews, was a battle-axe, the firm iron-guarded 
staflF of which was formed of tough elm, strongly 
inlaid ai^d defended with brass, while many a plate 
and ring were indented in the handle, to hold the 
wood and the steel parts together. The axe itself 
was composed of two blades, turning different ways, 
with a sharp steel spike projecting from between 
them. The steel part, both spike and blade, was 
burnished as bright as a mirror; and though its 
ponderous size must have been burdensome to one 
weaker than himself, yet the young soldier carried 
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it as carelessly along, as if it were but a feather's 
weight. It was, indeed, a skilfully constructed 
weapon, so well balanced, that it was much lighter 
in striking and in recovery, than he who saw it in 
the hands of another could easily have beHeved* 

The carrying arms of itself showed that the 
military man wag a stranger. The native Greeks 
had that mark of a civilized people, that they never 
bore weapons during the time of peace, unless the 
wearer chanced to be numbered among those whose 
military profession and employment required them 
to be always in arms. Such soldiers by profession 
were easily distinguished from the peaceful citi- 
zens ; and it was with some evident show of fear 
as well as dislike, that the passengers observed to 
each other, that the stranger was a Varangian, an 
expression which intimated a barbarian of the impe- 
rial body-guard. 

To supply the deficiency of valour among his 
own subjects, and to procure soldiers who should 
be personally dependent on the Emperor, the Greek 
sovereigns had been, for a great igiany years, in the 
custom of maintaining in their pay, as near their 
person as they could, the steady services of a select 
number of mercenaries in the capacity of body- 
guards, which were numerous enough, when their 
steady discipline and inflexible loyalty were taken 
in conjunction with their personal strength and in- 
domitable courage, to defeat, not only any traitor- 
ous attempt on the imperial person, but to quell 
open rebellions, unless such were supported by a 
great proportion of the military force. Their pay 
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was therefore liberal ; their rank and establialied 
character for prowess gave them a degree. of con- 
sideration among the people, whose reputation for 
valour had not for some ages stood high ; and i^ 
as foreigners, and the members of a privileged 
body, the Varang^ians were sometimes employed in 
arbitrary and unpopular services, the nadves were 
so apt to fear, whUe they disliked them, that Ihe 
hardy strangers disturbed themselves but little 
about the light in which they were regarded by 
the inhabitants of Constantinople* Their dress and 
accoutrements, while within the city, partook of 
the rich, or rather gaudy costume, which we have 
described, bearing only a sort of a£Pected resem^ 
blance to that which the Varangians wore in their 
native forests. But the individuals of this s^ect 
corps were, when their services were required be* 
yond the city, furnished with arm(Hir and weapons 
more resembling those which they were accustomed 
to wield in their own country, possessing miick 
less of the splendour of war, and a far greater 
portion of its e£Pective terrors ; and thus they were 
sununoned to take the field. 

This body of Varangians (which term is, accord- 
ing to one interpretation, merely a general expression 
for barbarians) was, in an early age of the empire, 
formed of the roving and piratical inhabitants of 
the north, whom a love of adventure, the greatest 
perhaps that ever was indulged, and a contempt of 
danger, which never had a parallel in the history 
of human nature, drove forth upon the pathless 
ocean. " Piracy," says Gibbon, with his usual 



,y Google 



COUNT ROBBRT OF PARIS. 21 

•pirit> ** was the exwcise, tke trade, the glory, and 
the yirtue of the Scandinayian youth. Impatieiit 
of a bleak dimate and narrow limits, they started 
from the banquet, grasped th^ arms, sounded their 
bom, ascended their ships, and explored every coast 
that promised either spoil or settlement.'' * 

The conquests made in France and Britain by 
these wild sea-kings, as they were called, have 
obscured the remembrance of other northern cham- 
pions, who, long before the time of Gomnenus, 
made excursions as far as Constantinople, and wit- 
nessed with their own eyes the wealth and the weak- 
ness of the Grecian empire itself. Numbers found 
their way thither through the pathless wastes of 
Russia; others navigated the Mediterranean in 
their sea-serpents, as they termed their piratical 
vessds. The Emperors, terrified at the i^pear- 
ance of these daring inhabitants of the frozen zone, 
had recourse to the usual policy of a rich and un 
\warlike people, bought with gold the service of 
their swords, and thus formed a corps of satellites 
more distinguished for valour than the fcuned Pne- 
torian Bands of Rome, and perhaps because fewer 
in number, unalterably loyal to their new princes. 

But, at a later period of the empire, it began to 
be more difficult for the Emperors to obtain re« 
emits for their favourite and selected corps, the 
northern nations having now in a great measure 
laid aside the piratical and roving habits, which 
had driven their ancestors from the straits of Elsi- 

• Decline and Fall <»f the Roman Empire. Chapter It. 
ToL x. p. 221, 6v9 edition. 
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nore to those of SettM and Abydof. The eo^ 
of the Varangians moat therefore have died out, 
or have been filled up with lees worUiy materials, 
had not the conquests made by the Normans in 
the far distant west, sent to the aid of Comnenus 
a large body of the dispossessed inhabitants of the 
islands of Britain, and partienlarly of England, who 
fomished recruits to his chosen body-gnard. These 
were, in fact, Anglo-Saxons ; bnt, in the eonfiised 
idea of geqg^phy reoetred at the court of Con-> 
stantinople, they were naturally enough called 
Anglo-Danes, as their native country was con- 
founded with the Thule of the ancients, by which 
expression the archipelago of Zetland and Orkney 
is properly to be understood, though, according to 
the notions of the Greeks, it comprised either Den- 
mark or Britain. The emigrants, however, spoke 
a language not very dissimilar to the original Va- 
rangians, and adopted the name more readily, that 
it . seemed to remind them of their unhappy fote, 
the appellation being in one sense capable of being 
interpreted as exiles* Excepting one or two chief 
commanders, whom the Emperor judged worthy 
of such high trust, the Varangians were officered 
by men of their own nation; and with so numy 
privileges, being joined by many of their country* 
men from time to time, as the crusades, pilgrimages, 
or discontent at home, drove fresh supplies of the 
Anglo-Saxons, or Anglo- Danes, to the east, the 
Varangians subsisted in strength to the last days 
of the Greek empire, retaining their native lan- 
guage, along with the unblemished loyalty» and 
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mabated martial tpirit, wliioh oharactmted their 
fathers. 

This account of the Varangian Guard b stricdy 
historical, and might be proved by reference to the 
Byzantine historians; most of whom, and alto 
Villehardonin's account of the taking of the city €^ 
Constantinople by the Franks and Venetians, make 
r^eated mention of this celd>rated and singular 
body of Englishmen, forming a mw cenary guard 
attendant on the person of the Greek Emperors.* 

Having said enough to explain why an indivi- 
dual Varangian should be atroUing about the Golden 
Gate, we may proceed in the story which we have 
commenced. 

Let it not be thoiq^ht extraordinary, that this 
soldier of the life-guard should be looked upon with 
some d^ee of curiosity by the passing citizens. It 
must be supposed, that, from their peculiar duties, 
they were not encouraged to hold frequent inter- 
course or communicat»m with the inhabitants ; and, 
besides that they had duties of police occasionally 
to exercise amongst them, which made them gene- 
rdlly more dreaded tiian beloved, they were at the 
same time conscious, that their high pay, splendid 
appointments, and immediate dependence on the 
Emp«ror, were subjects of envy to the other forces. 
They, thwefbre, kept much in the neighbourhood 

* Dncange has poured forth a tide of learning on this on. 
rioos subject, which will he foond in his Notes on Vlilehar* 
doiiin*s Constantinople under the French Emperors. — Parit, 
1087, folio, p. 196. Gibbon's Historj may also he consulted* 
Tol. z. p. *2dl« [Sea Note II. at the end of the Chapter.l 
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of their own barradcs, and were seldom se^i strag- 
gling remote firom them, unless they had a com- 
mission of government intrusted to their charge. 

This being the case, it was natural that a people 
so onrious as the Ghreeka should busy themselyes 
in eyeing the stranger as he loitered in one spot, or 
wandered to and £ro, like a man who eidier conld 
not find some place whidi he waa seekmg, or had 
failed to meet some person widi whom he had an 
appointment, for which the ingenuity of the passen- 
gers found a thousand different and inconsistent 
reasons. '* A Varangian," said one dtiaen to an- 
other, ^ and upon duty— -ahem ! Then I presume 
to say in your ear ** 

** What clo you imagine is his object?' en- 
quired the party to whom this information was ad- 
dressed. 

^ Gods and goddesses ! do you think I can tell 
you ? but suppose that he is lurking here to hear 
what folk say of the Emperor,'* answered the gmd" 
nunc of Constantinople. 

<< That is not likely," said the querist ; << these 
Varangians do not speak our language, and are not 
extremely well fitted for spies, since few of them 
pretend to any intelligible notion of the Grecian 
tongue. It is not likdy, I think, that the Empe- 
ror would employ as a spy a man who did not un- 
derstand the language of the country." 

^ But if there are, as all men fiincy," answered 
the politician, <* persons among these barbarian sol- 
diers who can speak almost all languages, you will 
admit that such are excdlently qualified for seeing 
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eLt»arly aroond Ijiem, since tliey possess liie talent 
of beholding and reporting, while no one has the 
slightest idea of suspecting them." 

^ It may well be," replied his companion ; '' but 
since we see so dearly the fox's foot and paws pro- 
truding from beneath the seeming sheep's fleece, or 
rather j by yonr leare, the heai^i hide yonder, had 
we not better be jogging homeward, ere it be pre- 
tended we have insulted a Varangian Guard ?" 

This surmise of danger insinuated by the last 
f^aker, who was a much older and more expe- 
lienced politician than his friend, determii^ both 
on a ha^ retreat. They adjusted their doaks, 
cau^t hdid of eadi other's arm, and, speaking fast 
and thick as they started new subjects of suspidon, 
they sped, dose coupled together, towards tbeir 
habitations, in a difiorent and distant quarter of the 
town. 

In the meantime, the sunset was nigh over ; and 
the long shadows of the waUs, bulwarks, and arches, 
w«*e projecting from the westward in deeper and 
blacker shade. The Varangian seemed tired of 
the diort and lingering drde in which he had now 
trodden for more than an hour, and in which he 
still loitered like an unliberated spirit, which can- 
not leave ^'d haunted spot till licensed by ^^ spell 
idudi has brought it faiths. Even so iSa» barba- 
rian, casting an impatient glance to the sun, which 
was setting in a blaze of light behind a ridi grove 
of cypress-trees, looked for some accommodation 
on ^e benches of stone which were placed under 
shadow of the triumfrfial ardi of Hieodosius, drew 
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the axe, which was his principal weapon, close to 
his side, wrapped his cloak about him, and, though 
his dress was not in otiier respects a fit attire £91- 
slumber, any more llian the place well selected f<Hr 
repose, yet in less than three minutes he was fast 
asleep. The irresistible impulse whidi induced him 
to seek for repose in a place very ind^ferently fitted 
for the purpose, might be weariness consequent 
upon the military vigils, whadk had proved a part 
of his duty on the prece^ng evening. At the same 
time, his spirit was so alive within him, even while 
he gave way to ihis transient fit of oblivion, tliat 
he rematned almost awake even with shut eyes, 
and no hound ever seemed to sleep more lightly 
than our Anglo-Saxon at the Grolden Gate of Con- 
stantinople. 

And now the slumberer, as the loiterer had been 
before, was the subject of observation to the acci- 
dental passengers. Two men entered the porch in 
company. One was a somewhat slight-made, but 
alert-looking man, by name Lysimachus, and by 
profession a designer. A roll of paper in his hand, 
with a little satchel containing a few chalks, or 
pencils, completed his stock in trade; and his 
acquaintance with the remains of ancient art gave 
him a power of talking on die subject, which un- 
fortunately bore more than due proportion to his 
talents of execution. His companion, a magnifi- 
cent-looking man in form, and so far resembling 
the young barbarian, but more dowmsh and pea- 
sant-like in the expression of his features, was Ste- 
phanos the wrestler, well known in the Palestra. 
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*^ Stop here, mj friend/' sud the artist, pro* 
dacmg his penciU, " till I make a sketdi for my 
youthful Hercules.,*' 

<< I thought Hercules had been a Greek," said 
the wrestler. ** This sleeping animal is a barba* 
nan." 

The tone intimated some o£fence, and the de- 
signer hastened to soothe the displeasure which 
he had thoughtlessly excited. Stephanos, known 
by the surname of Castor, who was highly dis- 
tii^^hed for g^ymnastic exercises, was a sort of 
patron to the litde artist, and not unlikely by his 
own reputation to bring the talents of his friend 
into notice. 

" Beauty and str^gth," said the adroit artist, 
** are of no particular nation ; and may our Muse 
never deign me her prize, but it is my greatest 
pleasure to compare them, as existing in the un- 
cultivated savage of the north, and when they are 
found in the darling of an enlightened peojde, who 
has added the height of gymnastic sldU to the most 
distinguished natural qualities, such as we can now 
only see in the works of Phidias and Praxiteles — 
or in onr living model of the gymnastic champions 
of antiquity. ** 

'* Nay, I acknowledge that the Varangian is a 
proper man," said the athletic hero, softening hb 
tone ; '< but the poor savage hath not, perhaps, in 
his lifetime, had a single drop of oil on his bosom I 
Hercules instituted the Isthmian Games"—— 

** But hold I what sleeps he with» wrapt so 
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close in his bear-skin ?" said the artist. ^ Is Tt a 
dub?" 

<< Away, away, my Mend l" cried Stephanos, 
as they looked closer on the sleeps*. ** Do you 
not know that is the instrument of their barbarous 
office ? They do not war with swords or lances, as 
if destined to attack men of flesh and blood ; but 
with maces and axes, as if they were to hack Hmbs 
formed of stone, and sinews of oak. I will wager 
my crown [of withered parsley] that he lies here 
to arrest some distinguished commander who has 
offended the government! He would not have 
been thus formidably armed otherwise — Away, 
away, good Lysimachus ; let us respect the slum- 
bers of the bear.** 

So saying, the champion of the Palestra made 
off with less apparent confidence than his size and 
strength might have inspired. 

Others, now thinly straggling, passed onward as 
the evening closed, and the shadows of the cypress- 
trees fell darker around. Two females of the loww 
rank cast their eyes on the sleeper. " Holy Maria!** 
said one, ^^ if he does not put me in mind of the 
Eastern tale, how the Grenie brought a gallant 
young prince from his nuptial chamber in Egypt, 
and left him sleeping at the gate of Damascus. 1 
will awake the poor lamb, lest he catch harm from 
the night dew.* 

^ Harm ?** answered the older and crosser-look- 
ing woman. '< Ay, such harm as the cold water 
«f the Cydnus does to the wttd-swan. A lamb ? — 
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ay, £»rdooth ! Wliy he's a wdf or a bear, al least a 
Varaugian, and no modest matron wonid exdiange 
a word with such an mimannered barbarian. Til 
tell you what one of these E^lirfi Danes did to 
me" 

So saying, she drew cm h^ oonqpamon, who folr 
lowed with some reluctance, seemii^ to lisl^n to 
hw gabble, while she looked back upon the sleeper. 

The total disappearance of the sun, and nearly at 
the same time the departure of the twilight, which 
lasts so short time in that tropical region — one of 
the few advantages which a more temperate cli- 
mate possesses oyer it, beii^ the longer continuance 
of that sweet and placid light — gave signal to the 
warders of the city to shut the folding leaves of the 
Golden Gate, leaving a wicket lightly bolted for 
the passage of those whom business might have 
detained too late without the walls, and indeed for 
|dl who chose to pay a small coin. The position and 
iqiparent insensibility of the Varangian did not 
escape those who had charge of the gate, of whom 
th^e was a strong guard, which behmged to the 
ordinary Greek forces. 

'< By Castor and by Pollux," said the centurion^ 
—-for the Greeks swore by the ancient deities, al- 
though they no longer worshipped them, and pre- 
served those military distinctions with which " the 
steady Romans shook the world," although tiiey 
were altogether degenerated from their original 
manners, — " By Castor and Pollux, comrades, we 
cannot gather gold in this gate, according as its 
legend tells us: yet it will be our fault if we can- 
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not glean ft goodly crop of silver ; and though thfr 
golden age be the most ancient and honourable, 
yet in this degenerate time it is much if we see a 
glimpse of the mferior metal." 

" Unworthy are we to follow the noble centu- 
rion Harpax," answered one of the soldiers o£ the 
watch, who showed the shaven head and the sing^le 
tuft ♦ of a Mussulman, <* if we do not hold silver a 
sufficient cause to bestir ourselves, when there has 
been no gold to be had — as, by the faith of an 
honest man, I think we can hardly tell its colour, 
— ^whether out of the imperial treasury, or obtain- 
ed at the expense of individuals, for many long- 
moons ! ** 

^ But this silver,** said the centurion, '* thou 
shait see with thine own eye, and hear it ring^ a 
knell in the purse which hoMs our common stock." 

^ Which did hold it, as thou wouldst say, most 
valiant commander," replied the inferior warder ; 
" but what that purse holds now, save a few miser- 
able oboli for purchasing certain pickled potherbs 
and salt fish, to relish our allowance of stummed 
wine, I cannot tell, but willingly give my share of 
the contents to the devil, if either purse or platter 
exhibits symptom of any age richer than the age 
of copper." 

" I will replenish our treasury," said the centu- 
rion, << were our stock yet lower than it is. Stand 
up dose by the wicket, my masters* Bethink yon 

* One tuft is left on the shaven crown of the Moslem, for 
the aogel to grasp by, when conveying him to Paradise. 
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we are the Imperial 6iiards» or the guards of the 
Imperial City, it is all one> and let as have no man 
rush past us on a sudden ; — and now that we are 

on our guard, I will unfold to you But stop," 

said the valiant centurion, '* are we all here true 
brothers ? Do all well understand the ancient and 
laudable customs of our watch, — ^keeping all things 
secret which concern the profit and advantage of 
this our vigil, and aiding and abetting the common 
cause, without information or treachery ?" 

^< You are strangely suspicious to-night," an* 
swered the sentineL ^* Methinks we have stood by 
you without tale-telling in matters which were 
more weighty. Have yon forgot the passage of 
the jeweller — ^which was neither the gold nor silver 
age ; but if there were a diamond one " 

*< Peace, good Ismail the Infidel," said the cen- 
turion, — <* for, I thank Heaven, we are of all reli- 
gions, so it is to be hoped we must have the true 
one amongst us, — Peace, I say ; it is unnecessary 
to prove thou canst keep new secrets, by ripping 
up old ones* Come hither — ^look through the wicket 
to the stone bench, on the shady side of the grand 
porch — tell me, old lad, what dost thou see there ? " 

" A man asleep," said IsmaiL " By Heaven, I 
thmk from what I can see by the moonlight, thi.t 
it is one of those barbarians, one of those island 
dogs, whom the Emperor sets such store by !" 

** And can thy fertile brain," said the centurion, 
^* spin nothing out of his present situation, tending 
towards our advantage ?" 

« Why, ay," said Ismail ; " they have large pay, 
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thougii they are not only barbarians, but pagan 
dogs, in comparison with us Moslems and Naza- 
renes* That fellow hath besotted himself with 
liquor, and hath not found his way home to his bar- 
racks in good time. He will be severely punished, 
unless we consent to admit him ; and to prev^ on 
us to do so, he must enq>ty the contents of his gir- 
dle." 

^ That, at least-^that, at least," answered tibe 
soldiers of the city watch, but carefiilly suppress* 
ing their voices, though they spoke in an e^er 
tone. 

<< And is that all that you would make of such an 
opportunity?" said Harpax, scornfully. *^ Ne, no* 
comrades. If this outlandish animal indeed escape 
us, he must at least leave his fleece behind. See 
you not the gleams from his headpiece and his 
cuirass ? I presume these betoken substantial sil^ 
ver, though it may be of the thinnest. There lies 
the silver mine I spoke of, ready to enrich the dex- 
terous hands who shall labour it." 

<< But," said timidly, a young Greek, a compa- 
nion of their watch lately enlisted in the corps, and 
unacquainted with their habits, *^ still this barba* 
rian, as you call him, is a soldier of the Emperor ; 
and if we are convicted of depriving him of nis 
arms, we shall be justly punished for a military 
crime." 

** Hear to a new Lycurgns come to teach us our 
duty!" said the centurion. << Learn first, young 
man, that the metropolitan cohort never can comr 
mit a crime, and learn next, of course, that they 
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am never be convicted of one* Soppoee we found 
a gtnggling barbarian, a Varangian, lilce tliit •lnni<' 
lierer, perliaps a Frank, or some otlier of tbeae 
fbreignera b^iring nnpronoonceable names, while 
they dishononr us by patting on the arms and appa« 
rel of the real Roman soldier, are we, placed to 
defend an important post, to admit a man so suspi* 
cioas within our postern, when the event may pro- 
bably be to betray both the Golden Gate and the 
hearts of gold who guard it, — ^to have the one 
seized, and the throats of the others handsomdy 
cot?" 

** Keep him without side the gate, then," replied 
the novice, ** if yon think hhn so dangerous. For 
my part, I shoidd not fear him, were he deprived 
of that hnge doable^edged axe, which gleams from 
under his cloak, having a more deadly glare than 
tiie comet which astrologers prophesy such strange 
things of." 

<* Nay, then, we agree together," answered Har^ 
pax, << and yon speak like a youth of modesty and 
sense ; and I promise yon the state will lose no- 
thing in the despoiling of this same barbarian. 
Each of these savages hath a dooble set of accoa- 
trements, the one wrought with gold, silver, inlaid 
woik, and ivory, as becomes their duties in the 
prince's household; the other fashioned of triple 
steel, strong, weighty, and irresistible. Now, in 
taking from this suspicious character his silvel 
helmet and cuirass, you reduce him to his proper 
weapons, and you will see him start up in arms fit 
for duty." 

VOL. XLVI c 
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** Ye&,** said ih^ novice ; " but I do not «ee that 
tkb reasoning will do more tlian warrant our strip* 
ping the Varaagian of his armour, to be afterwards 
beedfolly retamed to him on the morrow, if he 
prove a trve man. How, I know not, but I Jiad 
adopted sonoe idea that it was to be confiscated for 
our joint behoof/' 

^^ Umjoestionably," said Harpax ; << for such has 
been the rule of our watch ever since the days of 
the excellent centurion Sisyphus, in whose time it 
first was determined, that all contraband commodi- 
ties or suspicious weapons, or the like, which were 
brought into the city during the night-watch, should 
be uniformly forfeited to the use of the soldiery of 
the gfuard ; and where the Emperor finds the goods 
or arms unjustly seized, I hope he is rieh enough to 
make it up to the sufferer." 

« But still^but stiU," said Sebastes of Mitylene, 
the young Greek aforesaid, « were the Emperor 
4» discover "—— 

** Ass I " replied Harpax, ^ he cannot discover, if 
he had all the eyes of Argus's tail. — Here are 
tw^ve of us sworn according to the rul^ of the 
watch, to abide in the same story. Here is a bar- 
barianj who, if he remembers any thing of the Blat- 
ter — which I greatly doubt — \m choice of a lodg- 
ing ftrgning his familiarity with the wine-pot — teSh 
but a wild tale of Iohi^ his ormeur, which w^ my 
masters,'* (looking ronnd to his companions,) '< deny 
fitoudy-^I hope we have courage enough for that 
*^and whiqh party will be believed ? The ocHupa- 
nions of the watch, surely I" 
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" ** Qttite the contrary," said Seba6te&»-^< I wag bom 
at a distance from hence ; yet evea in the isjland 
of Mitylene, the rumour had reached me* that, the 
cavaliers of the city^guard of Constantinople were 
so accomplished in falsehood, that the oath of a 
single barbarian would outweigh the Chrisdaii oath 
of the whole body, if Christian some of them are— 
for example, this dark man with a single tuft on 
his head." 

'' And if it were even so," said the oentuiion, 
with a gloomy and sinister look, << there is another 
way of making the transaction a safe one." 

Sebastes, fixing his eye on his commander, mo- 
ved his hand to the hilt of an Eastern poniard which 
fae wore, as if to penetrate bis exact meanings The 
centurion nodded in acquiescence. 

" Young as I am," said Sebastes, *< I have been 
dready a pirate five years at sea, and a robber three 
years now in the hills, and it is the first time I have 
seen or heard a man hesitate, in such a case, to take 
the only part which is vrorth a brave man's while 
to resort to in a pressing afiBair." 

Harpax struck his hand into that of the soldier, 
as sharing his uncompromising sentiments; but 
when he spoke, it was in a trenmlous voice. 
' <« How sfaadl we deal with him ?" said he to Se- 
bastes, who, from the most raw recruit in the corps, 
had now risen to the highest place in his estima 
tion. 

' *^ Any how," returned the islander ; << I see bows 
here and shalts, imd if no othw person can use 
them" 
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<< They are not," said the oentunoii^ << the rega« 
lar arms of oar oorps.** 

** The fitter yoa to guard the gates of a city^** smd 
the young soldier with a horse-kagh, which had 
something insnlting in it. ** Well— be it so I oan 
shoot like a Scythian,** he proceeded; <<nod bat 
with your head, one shaft shall crash among the 
splinters of his skull and his brains; the second 
shall quiver in his heart.** 

** Bravoy my noble comrade I'* said Harpax, in 
a tone of affected nature, always lowering his 
voice, however, as respecting the slumbers of the 
Varangian. "Such were the robbers of ancient 
days, the Diomedes, Corynetes, Synnes, Scyrons, 
Procrustes, whom it required demigods to bring to 
what was miscalled justice, and whose compeers 
and fellows will remain masters of the continent 
and the isles of Greece, until Hercules and Theseus 
shall again appear upon earth. Nevertheless, shoot 
not, my valiant Sebastes — draw not the bow, my 
invaluable Mitylenian ; yon may wound and not 
kill." 

" I am little wont to do so,** said Sebastes, again 
repeating the hoarse, chuckling, discordant laugh, 
which grated upon the ears of the centurion, thoogh 
he could hardly telLthe reason why it was so un- 
commonly unpleasant. 

<< If I look not about me,** was his internal r^ec- 
tion, « we shall have two centurions of the watch, 
instead of one. This Mitylenian, or be he who the 
devil will, is a bow's length beyond me. I must 
keep my eye on him." He then spoke aloud, in a 
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lone of anthority. <' But come, yoang man, it la 
hard to disconrage a young beginner. If you have 
been such a rover of wood and river as you tell 
us of, you know how to play the Sicarius : there 
lies your object, drunk or asleep, we know not 
which ;^<you will deal with him in either case.** 

<< Win you give me no odds to stab a stupified 
or drunken man, most noble centurion ? " answered 
the Greek. « You would perhaps love the com- 
mission yourself?" he continued, somewhat ironi- 
cally* 

*' Do as you are directed, friend," said Harpax, 
pointing to the turret staircase which led down 
from the battlement to the arched entrance under- 
neath the porch. 

** He has the tme cat-like stealthy pace," half 
muttered the centurion, as his sentinel descended 
to do such a crime as he was posted there to pre- 
vent. ^ This cockerel's comb must be cut, or he 
will become king of the roost. But let us see if 
his hand be as resolute as his tongue ; then we will 
consider what turn to give to the conclusion." 

As Harpax spoke between his teeth, and rather 
to himself than any of his companions, the Mity* 
knian emerged from under the archway, treading 
on tiptoe, yet swiftly, with an admirable mixture of 
silence and celerity. His poniard, drawn as he 
descended, gleamed in his hand, which was held a 
little behind the rest of his person, so as to conceal 
H. The assassin liovered less than an instant over 
the sleeper, as if to mark the interval between the 
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ill-fated fiilver corslet^ and the body which it war 
designed tot protect, when, at the instant the blow 
was rudiing to its descent, the Varangian started up 
at once, arrested the armed hand of the assassin, by 
slarildng it upwards with the head of his battle-axe ; 
and while he thus parried the intended stab, struck 
the Greek a blow heavier than Sebastes had ever 
learned at the Pancration, which left him scarce 
the power to cry hdp to his comrades on the battle- 
ments. They saw what had happened, however, and 
beheld the barbarian set his foot on their compa- 
nion, and brandish high his formidable weapon, the 
whistling sound of which made the old arch ring 
ominously, while he paused an instant, with his wea- 
pon upheaved, ere he gave the finishing blow to his 
enemy. The warders made a bustle, as if some of 
them would descend to the assistance of Sebastes, 
without, however, appearing very eager to do so, 
when Harpax, in a rapid whisper, commanded 
them to stand fast. 

" Each man to his place," he said, '< happen what 
may. Yonder comes a captain of the guard — ^the 
secret is our own, if the savage has killed the Mity- 
lenian, as I well trust, for he stirs neither hand nor 
foot. But if he lives, my comrades, make hard 
your faces as flints — he is but one man, we are 
twelve. We know nothing pf his purpose, save 
that he went to see wherefore the barbarian slept 
so near the post." 

While the centurion thus bruited his purpose in 
busy insinuation to the companions of his watch« 
the stately figure of a tall soldier, richly armed, and 
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resenting a lofty crest, which glistened M iie stepf 
^om the open moonlight into the shade tff thcf 
vault, hecame visible beneath. A whisper passed 
among the warders on the top of the gate. 

** Draw bolt, shut gate, come of the Mitylenlatt 
what will," said the centurion 5 " we are lost men 
if we own him. — Here comes the chief of the Vlafan- 
gian axes, the Follower himself." 

" Well, Hereward," said the officer w%o came 
last upon the scene, in a sort of lingud Frcmcoi 
generally used by the barbarians of the gnardt 
** hast thou caught a night-hawk ? '* 

" Ay, by^ Sfdnt George ! " answered the soldier \ 
* and yet, in my country, we /would call him but 
a kite." 
« What is he ? " said the leader. 
" He will tell you that hunself," replied the 
Varangiav, ** when I take my grasp from his wind- 
pipe." 
'' Let him go, then," said the officer. 
The Englishman did as he was commanded; but, 
Scaping as soon as he felt hims^ at liberty, with 
an alertness which could scarce have been antioi* 
pated, the Mitylenian rushed out at the arch, and» 
avuling himself of the complicated ornaments 
which had originally graced the exterior of the 
gateway, he fled around buttress and projection^ 
closely pursued by the Varangian, who, cumbered 
^th his armour, was hardly a match in the coturse 
for the light-footed Grecian, as he dodged his pur*- 
iner from one skulking place to anoth^. The 
officer laughed heartily, as the two figures, like 
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akadown iq>peariiig, and disi^pearing as saddealjf 
keld rapid flight and diase around the arch oi 
Theodosius. 

<< By Hercules ! it is Heetcnr pursued round the 
walls of Dion by Achilles," said the officer ; << bnt 
my Pelides will scarce overtake the son of PrianL 
What, ho ! goddess-bom — son of the white-footed 
Thetis I — Bnt the attnsion is lost on the poor sa- 
rage — ^HoUo> Hereward I I say, stop — know tlune 
own most barbarous name." Thc^e last words 
were muttered ; then raising his voice, ^ Do not 
out-run thy wind, good Hereward. Thou mayst 
have more occasion for breath to-night." 

** If it had been my leader's wiU," answered 
the Varangian, coming back in sulky mood, and 
breathing like one who had been at the top of his 
speed, ^ I would have had him as fast as ever grey- 
]u>und held hare, ere I left o£P the diase* Were it 
not for this foolish armour, which encumbers with- 
out defending one, I would not have made two 
bounds without taking him by the throat." 

** As well as it is," sud the officer, who was, in 
fact, the Acoulouthos, or Folhwery so called be- 
cause it was the duty of this h^hly-tmsted officer 
of the Varangian Guards constantly to attend on 
the person of the Emperor. ^ But let us now 
see by what means we are to regain our entrance 
through the gate : for if, as I suspect, it was one 
of those warders who was willing to have played 
thee a trick, his companions may not let us enter 
wflEngly," 

* And is it not," sud the Varangian, '< your 
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Vaioiir's duty to probe this waot of discipjine to 
the bottom?*' 

<< Hush thee here, my simple-minded savage I I 
have ofton told yon* most ignorant Hereward, that 
the skulls of those who come from year oold and 

' noddy B<BOtia of the North, are fitter to bear out 
twenty blows with a sledge-hammer, than torn eflp 
one witty or ingenious idea. Bat follow me» Here- 
wardy and althou^ I am aware that showing the 
fine meahes of Grecian p<^oy to the coarse eye of 
an unpractised barbarian like thee, is much like 
casting pearls before swine, a thing forbidden in 
the Blessed Gospd, yet, as thou hast so good a 
heart, and so trusty, as is scarce to be met with 
among my Varangians themselves, I care not if, 
while thou art in attendance on my person, I en- 
dearour to indoctrinate thee in some of that policy 
by which I myself— the Follower— the Chief of 
the Varangians, and therefore erected by their 
axes into the most valiant of the valiant, am con- 
tent to guide myself, although every way qua 
lified to bear me through the cross currents of the 
court by main pull of oar and press of sail — a con- 
deeoeffsion in me, to do that by policy, which no 
man in this imperial court, the chosen sphere of 
supmor wits, could so well accomplish by open 
fbroe as myself. What think'st thou, good savage ? " 
** I know," answered the Varangian, who walk- 

, ed about a step and a half behind his leader, like 
an orderly of the iH*esent day behind his ofiScer's 
shoulder, ** I should be aorry to trouble my head 
with what I could do by my hands at once." 
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<< Did I not say so ? " readied the Follower, whtf 
had now for some minutes led the way from the 
Crolden Gate, and was seen gliding along the ont* 
side of the moonlight walls, as if seeking an en« 
trance elsewhere. ^* Lo» such is the stuff of what 
you call your head is made I Your hands and arms 
are perfect Achitophdb« compared to it; Hearken 
to me, thou most ignorant of all animals,-^hnt, 
for that very reason, thou stoutest of confidents, 
and bravest of soldiers, — I will tell thee the very 
riddle of this night^work, and yet, even then, i 
doubt if thou canst understand me.*' 

" It is my present duty to try to com{Hrehend 
your Valour," said the Varang^ian — << I would say 
your policy, since you condescend to expound it to. 
me. As for your valour,*' he added, *< I should be 
unlucky if I did not think I understand its length 
and breadth already.'* 

The Greek general coloured a little, but replied, 
with unaltered voice, << True, good Hereward« 
We have seen each other in battle." 

Hereward here could not suppress a short cough, 
which to those grammarians of the day who were 
skilful in applying the use of accents, would have 
implied no peculiar eulogium on his officer's miU^ 
tary bravery. Indeed, during their whole inter- 
course, the conversation of Uie Genend, in ^ite of 
his tone of .a£Eiected imj^axtuum xod superiority, 
displayed an obvious respect for his companion^ 
as one who, in many points of action, might, if 
brought to the test, prove a more effective soldier 
than himsdf* On the other hand, when the power-^ 
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fol Northern warrior replied, althoagh it wm with 
all obeerranoe of discipline and daty, yet the dis*: 
cnssion might sometimes resemble that between; 
an ignorant macaroni o£Scer» before the Duke ol> 
York*8 reformation of the British army, and a 
steady sergeant of the regiment in which they both- 
served. There was a consciousness of superiority^ 
disguised by eactemal respect, and half admitted by 
the leader* 

" You will grant me, my simple friend," con* 
tinned the chief, in the same tone as before, " in 
order to lead thee by a short passage into the deep* 
est principle of policy which perrades this same 
court of Comtantinople, that the fiiyonr of the Em<* 
peror" — (here the officer raised his casque, and the 
soldier made a semblance of doing so dso) — " who 
(be the place where he puts his foot sacred !) is the 
ririfying principle of the sphere in which we live, 
as the sun itself is that of humanity "-«—- 

** 1 have heard something like this said by our 
tribunes," said the Varangian* 

** It is their duty so to instruct yon," answered 
the leader; << and I trust that the priests also, in 
th«r sphere, forget not to teach my Varangians 
their constant serrice to their Emperor*" 

''They do not omit it," replied the soldier, 
« though we of the exiles know our duty." 

'< God forbid I should doubt it,*' said the com- 
mander of the battle-axes. '< All I mean is to 
make thee understand, my dear Here ward, that as 
ithere are, though perhaps such do not exist in thy 
dark and gloomy climate, a race of insects. which 
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are bom in the first rays of the morning, and ez« 
pire with those of sunset, (thence called by ns 
ephemer», as endiuring one day only,) such is the 
case of a faToorite at court, while enjoying the 
smiles of th^ most sacred Emperor. And happy 
is he whose favour, rising as the person of the 
sovereign emerges from the level space which ex- 
tends around the throne, displays itself in the first 
imperial blaze of glory, and who, keeping his post 
during the meridian splendour of the crown, has 
only the fiite to disappear and die with the last 
beam of imperial brightness." 

« Your Valour," said the islander^ " speaks 
higher language than my Northern wits are able to 
comprehend. Only, methinks, rather than part with 
life at the sunset, I would, since insect I must needs 
be, become a moth for two or three dark hours." 

<< Such is the sordid desire of the vulgar, Here- 
ward," answered the Follower, with assumed su- 
periority, «< who are ocHitented to enjoy life, lack- 
ing distinction; wh^eas we, on the other hand, 
we of choicer quality, who form the nearest and 
innermost circle around the Imperial Alexius, ia 
which he himself forms the central point, are watcho 
ful, to woman's jealousy, of the distribution of his 
favours, and omit no opportunity, whether by 
leaguing with or against each other^ to recommend 
ourselves individually to the peculiar light of his 
countenance.^' 

<< I think I comprehend what you mean," said 
the guardsman ; ** although as for living such a 
life o£ intrigue— but that matters not." 
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^ *' It does indeed matter not, my good Here- 
ward,'* md lug officer, *<and thou art lacky in 
having no appetite for the life I have descrU>ed» 
Yet have I seen barbarians rise hig^ in the empire^ 
and if they have not altogether the flexibility, th« 
malleability, as it is called — that haj^y dnctUity 
which can give way to circumstances, I have yet 
known those of barbaric tribes, especially if bred 
up at court from their youth, who joined to a 
limited portion of this flexile quality enough of a 
certain tough durability of temper, which, if it does 
not excel in availing itself of opportunity, has no 
contemptible talent at creating it. But letting 
comparisons pass, it follows, from this emulation 
of glory, that is, of royal favour, amongst the ser- 
rants of the imperial and most sacred court, that 
each is desirous of distinguishing himself by show- 
ing to the Emperor, not only that he fully under- 
stands the duties of his own employments, but that 
he is capable, in case of necessity, of discharging 
those of others.** 

*^ I understand,** said the Saxon; <<and thence 
it hi^pens that the under ministers, soldiers, and 
assistants of the great crown-officers, are perpe- 
tually engaged, not in aiding each other, but in 
acting as spies on their neighbours* actions?** 

** Even so,** answered the commander; '^ it is but 
few days since I had a disagreeable instance of it. 
Every one, however dull in the intellect, hath un- 
derstood thus much, that the great Protospathaire,* 

• UUraJHj, the First Swordnuaa. 
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' which title thou knowidst signifies the General-in 
diief of the forces of the empire, hadi me at hatred, 
Jbecause I am the leader of those redoubtable Varan* 
gians, who enjoy, and well deserve, privileges ex- 
empting them from the absolute conunand which 
he possesses over all other corps of the army — an 
authority which becomes Nicanor, notwithstanding 
the victorious sound of his name, nearly as well as 
a war-saddle would become a bullock." 

** How !" said the Varangian, ** does the Protor 
spathaire pretend to any authority over the noble 
exilesP-^By the red dragon, under which we will 
live and die, we will obey no man aHvebut Alexius 
Comnenus himself, and our own officers \** * 

** Rightly and bravely resolved,** said the leader ; 
« but, my good Hereward, let not your just indig- 
nation hurry you so far as to name the most sacred 
Emperor, without raising your hand to your casque, 
and adding the epithets of his lofty rank.** 

^ I will raise my hand often enough and high 
enough," said the Norseman, <* whien the Emperor's 
service requires it.* 

" I dare be sworn thou wilt," said Achillea Ta- 
tius, the commander of the Varangian Imperial 
Body Guards who thought the time was unftvour* 
able for distinguishing himself by insisting on that 
exact observance of etiquette, which was one of 
his great pretensions to the name of a soldier. 
" Yet, were it not for the constant vigilance of 
^your leader, my child, the noble Varan^ans would 
be trode dovm, in the common mass of the army, 
with the heathen cohorts of Huns^ Scythians, or 
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those tnrban'd infidels the ren^^e Turks; and 
eiren for this is your commander here in peril, be- 
(sause he vindicates his axe-men as worthy of being 
prized abore the paltry shafts of the Eastern tribes^ 
and the javelins of the Moors^ which are only fit 
to be playthings for children." 

*^ You are exposed to no danger^" said the soU 
dietf closing up to Achilles in a confidential man« 
ner, <* irom which these axes can protect you." 

^<Do I not know it?" said Achilles. ^But it 
is to your arm alone that the Follower of his most 
sacred Majesty now intrusts his safety." 

**In aught that a soldier may do," answered 
Hereward; '^make your own computation, and 
then reckon this angle arm worth two against 
any man the Emperor has, not being of our own 
corps." 

" Listen, my brave firiend," continued Achillea* 
•* This Nicanor was daring enough to throw a re- 
proach on our noble corps, accusing them — ^gods 
and goddesses 1 — of plundering in the field, and, yet 
more sacrilegious, of drinking the precious wine 
which was prepared for his most sacred M^est/s 
own blessed consumption. I, the sacred person of 
the Emperor being present, proceeded, as thou 
mayst well believe " 

** To g^ve him the lie in his audacious throat !" 
burst in the Varangian — *^ named a place of meeting 
somewhere in the vicinity, and called the attend- 
ance of your poor follower, Hereward of Hampton, 
who is your bond-slave for life long, for such an 
^nouri I wish only you had told me to iret my 
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work-day arms ; but, however, I have mj battle^ 
axe, and * ■ ■* Here his companion seized a mo* 
meat to break in, for he was somewhat abashed at 
the fiyely tone of the young* soldier* 

<<Hndi thee, my son," siud Achilles Tatins; 
** speak low, my excellent Hereward. Thou misr 
takast this thing. With thee by my side, I would 
not, indeed, hesitate to meet five such as Nicaoor; 
but such is not the law of this most hallowed em- 
pire, nor the sentiments of the three times illus- 
trious Prince who now rules it. Thou art de- 
bauched, my soldier, with the swaggering stories 
of the Franksy of whom we hear more and more 
every day.* 

^ I would not willingly borrow any thing from 
those whom you call Franks, and we Normans,* 
answered the Varangian, in a disi^pointe<}, do^ed 
tone. 

** Why, listen, then,* said the officer, as they 
proceeded on their walk, ^^ listen to the reason of 
the thing, and consider whether such a custom can 
obtain, as that which ihey term the dueUo, in any 
country of dvilisation and common sense, to say 
nothing of one which is blessed with the domination 
of the most rare Alexius Oomnenus. Two great 
lords, or high officers, quarrel in the court, ami 
before the reverend person of the Emperor. They 
dispute about a point of fact. Now^ instead <^ 
each maintaining his own opinion, by argument or 
evidence, suppose they had adopted the custom of 
these barbarous Franks, — ^ Why, thou liest in thy 
throat/ says the one; <and thou liest in thy ver/ 
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luiigs/ says another ; and they measure fbtth the 
lists of battle in the next meadow. Each aweart 
to the truth of his quarrel, though probably neither 
well knows precisely how the fact stands. One, 
perhaps the hardier, truer, and better man of the 
two, the Follower of the Emperor, and father of 
the Varangians, (for death, my faithful foHower* 
spares no man,) lies dead on the g^und, and th« 
other comes back to predominate m the conrt> 
where, had the matter been enquired into by the 
roles of common sense and reason, Ae rictor, as he 
is termed, would hare been sent to the gallows. 
And yet this is the law of arms, as your fimcy 
pleases to call it, friend Hereward I" 

"May it please your Valour," answered the 
barbarian, « there is a show of sense in what you 
say; but you will sooner convince me that this 
blessed moonlight is the blackness of a wolf s month, 
than that I ought to hear mys^ called liar, with- 
out cramming the epithet down the speaker's throat 
whh the spike of my battle-axe. The lie is to a 
man the same as a blow, and a blow degrades hiM 
into a slave and ft beast of burden, if endured with- 
out retaliation.'* 

" Ay, there it is I" said Adiilles ; «< conid I but 
get you to lay aside that inbom barbarism, which 
leads you, otherwise the most disciplined soldiers 
who serve the sacred Emperor, into such deadly 
qiArrels and /ends " 

<*8ir Captain," said the Varangian, in a sufien 
tone, ** take my advice, and tiike the Varangians as 
yon have them ; for, believe my word, that if you 

V0L.XLVI. D 
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•Quid tMclt tbeni to eodnre ^epronieheg, bear the 
lie, or tolenite slripee, yon would hardly fiod them, 
vben their diacipliae is completed, worth the siagle 
day's salt which they cost to his holiness, if that 
be his title. I most tell you, moreorer, Talorons 
9ir, that the Varaogians will little thank their leader, 
who heard them called maranders, drunkards* and 
what not, and repelled not the charge on the spot.** 

" Now, if I knew not the humours of my bcM^ba^ 
rians, " thought Tatins, in his own mind, *^ I should 
bring on myself a quarrel with these untamed 
islanders, who the Elmperor thinks can be so easily 
kept in di^ipline. But I will settle this sport pre- 
sently." Accordingly, he addressed the Saxon in 
a so(rthing tone. 

« My faithM soldier/' he proceeded aloud, *' we 
Romans, according to the custom of our ancestors, 
set as much glory on actually telling the truth, as 
you do in reseutic^ the in^utation of falsehood ; 
and I could not with honour r^urn a charge of falser 
hood upon Ni^canor, since what he sud was sub- 
stantially true/' 

« What I. that we Var^ngiai^ were plunderers, 
drunkards, and the like ? " said Hereward, more 
impatient than before. 

«No, surely, not in that broad sense," said 
Achilles; <<but there was too much foundatiMi 
for the legend." 

<< When and where ?" asked the Ai^lo-Saxon. 

<< You remember," replied his leader, << the long 
march near Laodiceav where the Varangians beat 
off a cloud of Turks, and retook a train of Uie im- 
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periai liaggag^ ? Yoa know what wm 4ione tbst 
day — how jovl qaenched your thirtt, I mean ? *' 

^ I hare some reason to remember it," said 
Hereward of Hampton ; ^'for we were half choked 
with dust, fatigue, and, which was worst of all, con- 
stantly fighting with our faces to the rear, when 
we found some firkins of wine in certain carriages 
whiish were broken down--d©wn our throats it 
went, as if it had been the best ale in Southampton." 

** Ah, unhappy I " said the Fdlower ; << saw you 
not that the firkins were stamped with the thrice 
excellent Grand Butler's own inviolable seid, and 
set apart for the private use of his Imperial Ma- 
jesty's most sacred lips ?" 

<^By good Saint G^rge of merry England, 
worth a dozen of your Saint George of Cappado- 
eia, I neither thought nor cared about the matter," 
answered Hereward. ** And I know your Valour 
drank a mighty draught yourself out of my head- 
piece; not this silver bauble, but my steel-cap, 
which is twice as ample* By the same token, that 
whereas before you were giving orders to fall back, 
you were a changed man when you had cleared 
your throat of the dust, alid cried, * Bide the other 
brunt, my brave and stout boys of Britain I' " 

- << Ay," said Achilles, *< I know 1 am but too apt 
to be venturous in action. But you mistake, good 
Hereward ; the wine I tasted in the extremity of 
martial fatigue, was not that set apart for his sacred 
Majesty's own peculiar month, but a secondary sort* 
preserved for the Grand Butler himself, of which, 
as one of the great officers of the household, I 
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might right lawfoUy partake — the chance was ne^ 
vertheless sinfully unhappy." 

<< On my life," replied Hereward, *^ I cannot 
see the infelicity of drinking when we are dying 
of thirst.*' 

<< Bat cheer np, my nohle comrade," said Achilles, 
after he had harried over his own exculpation, and 
without noticing the Varangian's light' estimation 
of the crime, << his Imperial Majesty, in his ineffable 
graciousness, imputes these ill-advised draughts as 
a crime to no one who partook of them. He re*> 
baked the Protospathaire for fishing up this aocu* 
sation, and said, when he had recalled the bustle 
and confusion of that toilsome day, * I thought myr 
self well ofF amid that seven times heated furnace, 
when we obtained a draught of the barley-wine 
drank by my poor Varangians ; and I drank their 
health, as well I might, since, had it not been for 
their services, I had drunk my last ; and well fare 
their hearts, though they quaffed my wine in re- 
turn !* And with that he turned off, as one who 
said, * I have too much of this, being a finding of 
matter and ripping up of stories against Achilles 
Tatius and his gallant Varangians.' " 

« Now, may God bless his honest heart for it I" 
said Hereward, with more downright heartiness 
than formal respect. " I'll drink to his health it 
what I put next to my lips that quenches thirst, 
whether it may be ale, Mrine, or ditch-water." 

<< Why, well said, but speak not above thy 
breath ! and remember to put thy hand to thy 
forehead, when naming, or even thinking of the 
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Emperor^ — Well, thou knowest, Here ward, that 
having thus obtained the advantage, I knew that 
the moment of a repulsed attack is always that of 
a successfnl charge, ; and so I brought against the 
Protospathaire, Nicanor, the robberies which have 
been conimitted at the Golden Gate, and other 
entrances of ^e city, where a merchant was but of 
late kidnapped and murdered, having ou him cer-^ 
Udn jewels, the property of the Patriarch.** 

** Ay ! indeed?** sud the Varangian ; <* and what 
said Ale x - . I mean the most sacred Emperor, 
when he heard such things said of the city warders ? 
— ^though he had hiniself g^ven, as we say in our 
knd, the fox the geese to keep/* 

" It may be he did," replied Achilles ; " but he is 
a sovereign of deep policy, and was "resolved not to 
pt'ocded aigainst these treacherous warders, or their 
general, the Protospathaire, without decisive proof. 
His sacred Majesty, dierefore, charged me to ob- 
tun specific circumstantial proof by thy means." 

" And that I would have managed iu two mi- 
nutes, had you not called me off the chase of yon 
cut-throat vagabond. But his grace knows the 
word of a Varangian, and I can assure him that 
either lucre of Aiy silver gaberdine, which they 
nickname a cuirass, or the hatred of my corps, 
would be sufficient to incite any. of these knaves to 
cut the throat of a Varangian, who appe^ed to 
be ^eep. — So we go, I suppose, captain, to bear 
evidence before the Emperor to this night's work?** 

^** No, my active soldier, hadst thou taken the 
runaway villain, my first act must have been to 
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get him free ag^n ; and my present charge to yoo 
is, to forget tlmt such an adventore has ever taken 
place.** 

** Hal'' said the Varangian ; ** this is a change of 
policy indeed I * 

** Why, yes, brave Hereward ; ere I left the 
palace this night, the Patriarch made orertiires of 
reconciliation betwixt me and ^e Protospathaire, 
which, as our agreement is of much consequence 
to the state, I could no^yery well reject, either as 
a good soldier or a good Christian. All offences 
to my honour are to be in die fullest degree repaid, 
for which the Patriarch interposes his warrant. The 
Emperor, who will rather wink hard .than see dis- 
agreements, lores better the matter should be slur- 
red over thus.* 

** And the reproadies upon the Varangians," said 
Hereward—— 

<< Shall be fully retracted and atoned for," an- 
swered Achilles ; '^ and a weighty donatire in gold 
dealt among the corps of the Anglo-Danish axe- 
men. Thou, my Hereward, mayst be distributor ; 
and thus, if well-managed, mayst plate thy battle 
axe with gold." 

'' I love my axe better as it is,*' said ike Varan- 
g^ian. ** My father bore it against the robber Nor- 
mans at Hastings. Steel instead of gold for my 
money." 

« Thou mayst make thy choice, Hereward," an 
swered his officer ; ^ only, if diou art poor, say the 
fiEtult was thine own." 

But here, in the course of their circuit round 



,y Google 



COUNT ROBERT OF PARIS* 55 

Constantinople, the officer and hb soldier came to 
a very small wicket or sallyport^ opening on the 
interior of a large and massive advanced work, 
which terminated an entrance to the city itself. 
Here the officer halted, and made his obedience, as 
a devotee who is about to enter a chapel of pecu- 
liar sanctity. 
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NOTES TO CHAPTER 11. 

Note I.y p. 1& — CoKCT AMmroFLS. 

The impression which the imperial city was ealcolated to 
malce on such visitors as the Crusaders of the West, is given 
hj the ancient French chronicler Villehardoain, who was 
present at the capture of A. D. 1203* *' When we had 
come,** he says, « witliin three leagues, to a certain Ahbey, 
then we could plainly surrey Constantinople. There the ships 
and the galleys came to anchor ; and much did they who had 
never heen in that quarter before, gaze upon the city. That 
such a city could be in the world they had never conceived, 
and they were never weary of staring at the high walls and 
towers with which it was entirdy encompassed, the rich pa- 
laces and lofty churches, of which there were so many that 
no one could have believed it, if he had not seen with his own 
eyes that city, the Queen of all cities. And know that there 
was not so bold a heart there, that it did not feel some terror 
at the stroigth of Constantinople.'*— Chap. 66. 

Again, — " And now many of those of the host went to 
see Constantinople within, and the rich palaces and stately 
churches of which it possesses so many, and the riehts of the 
place, which are such as no other city ever equalled. I need 
not speak of the sanctuaries, which are as many as are in all 
the world beside.** — Chap. 100, 

Note IL, p. 23.— Vaeanoulns. 

Villehardouln, in describing the siege of Constantinople^ 
A. D 1203, says, « Li murs fu mult garnia d*Anglois et dt 
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Danois," — Whence the dissertation of Ducaoge here quoted, and 
several articles besides in his Giossarium, as Varangi, Waren- 
gangi, &c The etymology of the name is left unoertain, 
(hough the German /»f-^ii^, u e, forth-goer, wanderer, 
exiUf seems the most probable. The term occurs in Tariona 
Italian and Sicilian documents, anterior to (he establishment 
of the Varangian Guards at Constantinople, and collected by 
Muratori : as, for instance^ in an edict of one of the Lombard 
kings, *< Omnes Warengangi, qui de exteris finibus in regni 
noetri finibus adyenerint, seque sub scuto potestatis nostns 
subdiderint, legibus nostris Longobardomm vivere debeant,"-^ 
and in another, *< De Warengangis, nobiliboa, mediocribus, et 
msticis bominibus, qui usque nunc in terr& ▼estr&fngiti sunt, 
habflatis eos."— itfitiYitort, toL ii. p. 261. 

With regard to the origin of the Varangian Guard, the most 
distinct testimony it that of Ordericus Vittalis, who says, 
•< When therefore the English had lost their liberty, they turn- 
ed themaelyes with zeal to discover the meant of throwing off 
the tiniiccuttomed yoke. Some fled to Sueno, King of the 
Danes, to excite him to the reooTery of the inheritance of his 
grandfotber, Canute. Not a few fled into exile in <»tlier regions, 
either from the.mere desire of escaping from under the Normaa 
rule, or in the hope of acquiring wealth, and to being one day 
in a condition to renew the ttruggle at home. Some of these, 
in tbe bloom of youth, penetrated into a far distant land, and 
offered themselyes to the military tenrioe of the Constant!* 
nopolitan Emperor — that wise prince, against whom Robert 
Guiscard, Duke of Apulia, had then raised all his forces. 
The English exiles were fayourably reoeired, aad opposed in 
battle to the Normans, for whoae encounter the Greeks them* 
selves were too weak. Alexius b^[an to build a town for the 
English, a little above Constantinople, at a place called Cheotm 
fo^but the trouble of the Normans from Sicily still increasing, 
he soon recalled them to the capital, and Intrusted ^e princi* 
pal palace with all its treasures to their keeping. Tlds was 
the method in which the Saxon English found their way U 
Ionia, where they still remain, highly valued by the Emperot 
•nd the people." — Book iv. p. 608i» 
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CHAPTER III. 

Hert, youth, thy foot unbrace. 

Here, youth, thy brow unbraid. 
Each tribute that may grace 

The threshold here be paid. 
Walk with the stealthy pace 

Which Nature teaches deer, 
When, echoing in the chase. 

The hunter's horn they hear. 

The Court 

Bbpore enttfingy Achilleg Tatius made varioiMi 
gesticulations, which were imitated roughly and 
awkwardly by the mipractised VaraDgian, whose 
service with his corps had been almost entirely in 
the fidid, his routine of duty not having, till very 
lately, called him to serve as one of l^e garrison 
of Constantinople. He was not, therefore, acquaint- 
ed widi the mini^ observances which the Cheeks, 
who were the most formal and ceremonious soldiers 
and courtiers in the world, rendered not merely to 
the Greek Emperor in person, but throughout the 
sphere whidi peculiarly partook of his influence. 
. Achilles, having gesticulated after his own fa- 
shion, at length touched the door with a rap» distinct 
at once and modest. This was thrice repeated, when 
the captain whispered to his attendant, ^< The in- 
terior I — ^for tliy lifi^ do as thou seest me do." At 
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the same moment he started back, and, stooping 
his head on his breast, with his hands over his eyes, 
as if to save them from being dazzled by an ex- 
pected burst of li^t, awaited the answer to his 
summons. The Anglo-Dane, desirous to obey his 
leader, imitating him as near as he could, stood 
side by side in the posture of Oriental humiliation. 
The Uttle portal opened inwards, when no burst 
of light was seen, but four of tike Varangians were 
made visible in the entrance, holding each his 
battle-axe, as if about to strike down the intruders 
who had disturbed the silence of their watch. 

** Acoulouthos,'' said the leader, by way of pass- 
word. 

^ Tatins and Aoouloudios,'' murmured the war- 
ders, as a count^sign. 

Each sentinel sunk hb weapon. 

Achilles llien reared his stately crest, with a con- 
scious dignity at making this display of court 
influence in die eyes of hk soldiers. Hereward 
observed an midisturbed gravity, to the surprise 
of his officer, who marvelled in Yds own mind how 
he could be such a barbarian as to regard with 
apalliy a scene, which had in his eyes the most 
impressive and peculiar awe. This indifference he 
imputed to ike stupid insensibility of his companion. 

They paired on between die sentinels, who wheel- 
ed backward in file, on each side of the p<Hi»l, and 
gave the strangers entrance to a long narrow plank, 
stretched across die city-moat, which was here 
drawn within the enclosure of an external rann 
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part, projecting beyond the principal wall of tlitf 
<^ty. 

« This," he whispered to Hereward, " is called 
the Bridge of Peril, and it is said that it has been 
occasionally smeared with oil, or strewed with dried 
peas, and that the bodies of men, known to have 
heen in company with the Emperor's most sacred 
person, have been taken out of the Golden Horn,* 
into which the moat empties itself^" 

'* I would not have thought," said the islander, 
raising his voice to its usual rough tone, ^^that 
Alexius Comnenus " 

<^ Hush, rash and regardless of your life ! " said 
Achilles Tatius ; <' to awaken the daughter of the 
imperial archsf is to incur deep penalty at all times; 
but when a rash delinquent has disturbed her with 
reflections on his most sacred Highness the Empe- 
ror, death is a punishment far too light for the 
efirontery which has interrupted her blessed slnm-^ 
ber ! — HI hath been my fate, to have positive com<* 
miEUids laid on me, enjoining me to bring into the 
sacred precincts a creature who hath no more of the 
salt of civilisation in him than to keep his mortal 
frame from corruption, since of all mental culture 
he is totally incapable. Consider thyself. Here* 
ward, and bethink thee what thou art« By nature 
a poor barbarian — ^thy best boast that thou hast 
felain certain Mussulmans in thy sacred master's 

* The harbour of Constantinople. 

f The daughter of the arch was a courtly expression for the 
•cbo, a$ we find explained by the courtly commander himselfc 
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Iqnarrel ; and here art thoa admitted into the luvio- 
kble enclosure of the Blaqaema!, and in the hear- 
ing not only of the royal daughter of the imperial 
arch, .which means,'' said the eloquent leader, '* the 
echo of the sublime vaults ; but — Heaven be oui 
goide, — ^for what I know, within the natural hear* 
ing of the Sacred £ar itself!" 

" WeD, my captain," replied the Varangian, " I 
cannot presume to speak my mind after the fashion 
of this place ; but I can easily suppose I am but 
iU qualified to converse in the presence of die court, 
nor do I mean therefore to say a word tiU I am 
spoken to, unless when I shall see no better com- 
pany than ourselves. To be pluii, I find difficulty 
in modelling my voice to a smoother tone than na- 
ture has given it. So, henceforth, my brave cap- 
tsdn, I will be mute, unless when you give me a 
sign to speak." 

" You will act wisely," said the obtain. " Here 
be certain persons of high rank, nay, some that 
have been bom in die purple itself, that will, Here^ 
'<rard, (alas, for diee !) prepare to sound with the 
^e of their courtly understanding the depths of 
thy barbarous and shallow conceit. Do not, there- 
fore, then, join their graceful smiles with thy in- 
human bursts of cachinnation, with which thou art 
wont to thunder forth when opening in chmnis with 
thy messmates." 

*' I tell thee I will be silent," said die Varan- 
gian, moved somewhat beyond his mood. <' If you 
trust my word, so ; if you thiidc I am a jackdaw 
that must be speaking, whether in or out of place 
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and purpose^ I am ccMMiented to go back again, aad 
therein we can end the mattw.** 

Aohillesy oonsdoas pevhaps that it iras his best 
policy not to driye his subaltern to extremity^ low* 
ered his toiM someidiat in reply to the miconrtly 
note of the soldier, as if allowing something for 
the rude manners of one whom he considered as 
not easily matched among the Varangians them- 
selves, ftor strei^;th and yalour ; qualities which, in 
despite of Hereward's discourtesy, Achilles sus- 
pe^ied in his heart were fully more raluable than 
all those nameless 'graces which a more courdy 
and accomplished soldier might possess. 

The expert navigator of the intricacies of the 
imperial residence, carried the Varangian tlurough 
two or three small complicatied courts, f(»rming a 
part of ^e ext^isive Palace of the Blaquemal,* 
and entered the building itself by a side-door — 
watched in like manner by a sentinel of the Va- 
rangian Guard, whom they passed on being recog- 
nised. In the next iq>artment was stationed the 
Court of Guard, where were certain soldiers of the 
same corps amusing themselves at games some- 
what resembling the modem draughts and dice, 
while they seasimed their pastime with frequent 
applications to de^ flagons of ale, which were fur- 
nished to them while passing away theur hours of 
duty. Some glances passed between Hereward and 
his comrades, and he would have joined them, or at 

* This palaee deriTed its name from the neighboarin| 
, Blackemktn Gate and Bridga. 
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least spdce lo them ; far» maaee the adyentiire ci 
tlie Mitylenian, Hereward had rather thought him^ 
wsA£ annoyed than distinguished by his moonfight 
ramble in ike ocHnpany of hia commander, exoept« 
mg always the short imd interesting period daring 
which he oonceiyed Aey were (m the way to fight 
a duel. StiU» however negligent in the strict ob- 
servance of the ceremonies of the sacred palace, 
the Varangians had, in thdtr own way, rigid notions 
af calculating their military duty ; in consequence 
of which Hereward, without speaking to his com- 
panions, ^^wed his leader through the gpoard- 
room, and one or two antechambers adjacent, the 
^4endid and luxurious furniture of whidi convinced 
him that he could be nowhere else save in the sa- 
cred residence of his master the Emperor* 

At length, having traversed passages and apart- 
ments with which the captain seemed fiimiliar, and 
which be threaded with a stealthy, silent, and appa- 
rently reverential pace, as i^ in his own inflated 
phrase, afraid to awaken the sounding echoes of 
those lofty and monummital halls, another species 
of inhabitants began to be visible. In different 
entrances, and in di£ferent apartments, the northern 
soldier beheld those unfortunate sbves, chiefly of 
African descent, raised occasionally under the Em- 
perors of Greece to great power and honours, who, 
in that respect, imitated one of the most barbarous 
points of Oriental despotism. These slaves were 
difPerently occupied ; some standing, as if on guard, 
at gates or in passages, with their drawn sabres in 
their hands ; some were sitting in the Oriental 
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^uMoii, OR carpets, reposiiig themselTes, or ptay«' 
tng at TBrioos games, dl of a character profoandly 
silent* Not a word passed between the guide of 
Hereward, and the withered and defontied beings 
whom they thus encountered. The exchange of a 
g^nce with the principal soldier seined all that 
was necessary to ensure bodi an uninterrupted pas* 
sage. 

After making thmr way through several i^Murt- 
raents, empty or tlius occupied,' they at leng^ en- 
tered one of black nuurble, or some other dark 
coloured stone, much loftier and longer than the 
rest. Side passages opened into it, so ftyr as the 
islander could discern, descending from sevend 
portals in tlie wall ; but as the oils and gums with 
which the lamps in these passages were fed dif- 
fused a dim yapour around, it was difficult to ascer- 
tain, from tlie imperfect light, either the shi^ of 
the hall, or the style of its architecture. At the 
upper and lower ends of the chamber, there was a 
stronger and clearer light. It was when they were 
in the middle of this huge and long apartment, that 
Achilles said to the soldier, in the sort of caution- 
ary whisper which he appeared to have substitu- 
ted in place of his natul*al voice since he had ctws- 
ed the Bridge of Peril — 

^< Remain here till I return, and stir fr^m this 
hall on no account." 

" To hear is to obey," answered the Varangian, 
an expression of obedience, which, like many other 
phrases and fkshions, the empire, which still afiect- 
ed the name of Roman, had borrowed from thcr 
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teaed i^ tbe stefMi whiob M to •m «f di« iidt-> 
^ra 4»f the kall» which being ^ighdy yw ie d^ iti 
iioi§elet8 ling* gwre vajr luid ndnitted htou 

Left alone to anwae hioMelf mm he best oasld^ 
wiihin the ianits permitlecl to hiai> ifo Vafaofpan 
visited in succession both ends vi the h«U» where 
ihe objects wene move i^sible than elsewhere. The 
lower end had in its oentre a small lowbrowed door 
ef iron. Over k was idi^layed the Groek omeifix 
in bronaa, and aro«nd and 4mi erery eide^ the re*- 
presentatioiB of shackles, fetter-bolts, and the Uk% 
were also exacnfeed in bronie^ and disposed as ap« 
propriate ornaments *efver the ^entranoeu The door 
of the dark archway vns half epen, and Hereward 
BstnraSy looked in,, the erdecs of his ^shief net pro« 
hibiting his satisfying his curiosity thus far. A dense 
red lig^aiora Uke a distant spark than a l»nip» af- 
ixed to the waU ef wlmt seemed a very narrow and 
winding stair, resembling in shape and sise a draw- 
well, the vei^e of whii^ i^Nmed on Aa threshold 
«f the iron dioor, showied a descent which seemed 
to conduct to the infemal r^ons. The Varangian, 
howerer obtoseheinight be considered by the quick- 
witted OneeliB, had no difficulty in eomprehendiug 
<hat a staircase hayjMg such a gloomy appearance^ 
snd the access tto which wias by a portal decorated 
ia such a midanchx^ style ef architecture, could 
only lead to 1^ dungeons of the imperial palace, 
the sisEe and oon^ieated number of which weiTO 
neither the least remarkable, nor the least «Rre-im<- 
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posing portion of the sacred edifice. Listening 
profonndly, he even thought he caught snch accents 
as befit those graves of living men, the faint edio- 
ing of groans and sighs, sounding as it were from 
the deep abyss beneath. But in this respect his 
fancy p/obably filled up the sketch which hi? con- 
jectures bodied out. 

** I have done nothing,** he thought, " to merit 
being immured in dne of these subterranean dens. 
Surely, though my captain, Achilles Tatius, is, 
undiBr favour, little better than an ass, he cannot 
be so false of word as to train me to prison under 
false pretexts ? I trow he shall first see for the last 
time how the English axe plays, if such is to be 
the sport of the evening. But let us see the upper 
end of this enormous vault; it may bear a better 
omen." 

Thus thinking, and not quite ruling the tramp of 
his armed footstep according to the ceremonies of 
the pla6e, the large-limbed Saxon strode to tlie 
upper end of the black marble hall. The ornament 
of the portal here was a small altar, like those in 
the temples of the heathen deities, which projected 
above the centre of the arch. On this altar smoked 
incense of some sort, the fumes of which rose curl- 
ing in a thin cloud to the roof, and thence extend- 
ing through the hall, enveloped in its column of 
smoke a singular emblem, of which the Varangian 
could make nothing. It was the representation of 
two human arms and hands, seeming to issue from 
the wall, having the palms extended and open, as 
about to confer some boon on those who appioach- 
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€d tlie altar. Th«se arms were formed of bronie» 
and being placed forther back than the altar with 
its incen^, were seen through the curling smoke 
by lamps so disposed as to illuminate the whole 
archway. " The meaning of this," thought the sim- 
ple barbarian, << I should well know how to explain, 
were these fists clenched, and were the hall dedi- 
cated to the /Mmcro/um, which we call boxing; but 
as even these helpless Greeks use not their hands 
without their fingers being closed, by St George, 
I can make out nothing of their meaning.*' 

At this instant Achillea entered the black mar« 
ble hall at the same door by which he had 1^ it, 
aud came up to his neophyte, as the Varangian 
might be termed. 

<< Come with me now, Hereward, for here ap- 
proaches the thick of the onset. Now display the 
utmost courage that thou canst summon up, for 
believe me, thy credit and name also depend on it.** 

" Fear nothing for either,*' said Hereward, " if 
the heart or hand of one man can bear him through 
the adventure by the help of a toy like this." 

V Keep thy voice low and submissive, I have 
told theo a score of times," said the leader, <' and 
lower thine axe, which, as I bethink me, thou hadst 
better leave in the outer apartment." 

<< With your leave, noble captain," replied Here- 
ward, <M am unwilling to lay aside my bread- 
winner. I am one of those awkward clowns who 
cannot behave seemly unless I have something to 
occupy my hands, and my faithful battle-axe comes 
most natural to me." 



,y Google 



68 OOmiT ROBBRT Of PARIS* 

** Keep it then ; bat fernem W tboa dasb it not 
about Meerdittg' to iJiy custom, nor bi^ow, nor 
•boat> nor cry !» in a battle-field; tbink of tbe 
sacred ebanUAer of tbe pliu7e> wbicb Okaggeratei 
riot into hbuphemy, and remember tbe persoms 
wkom tbon nayst trance to see, an olRMice to some 
of wbom, it may be^ ranks in tbe same Sense witb 
biaspbemy against Heaven its^.** 

Tlus lectore csrried tbe tntor and tbe pupil so 
ftur as to the side-door, and tbence indncted tbem 
into a species of anteroom, from wbicb Acbflles 
led bis Varangian fbrfrard, until a pair of folding- 
doors, opening into Wbat proved to be a princi{Md 
apartment of the palace, exhil>ited to the roogh- 
hewn native of the north a sight equally new and 
surprising. 

It was an apartment Of tbe palace of the Bla* 
quemal, dedicated to tbe special service of the 
beloved daughter of tbe Ehnperor Alexius, tbe 
Princess Anna Comnena, kno^rn to our times by 
her Hterary talents, which record the history of 
her father's reign. She was Seated, the queen and 
sovereign of a literary circle, such as an imperial 
Princess, porpbyrogenita, or bom in the sacred pur- 
ple chamber Itself, could assemble in those days, and 
a glance around will enable us to form an idea of 
her guests or companions. 

Tbe Uterftry Princess herself had tbe bright eyes, 
straight ^tures, and comely and pleasing man- 
ned, which all would have allowed to the Empe- 
ror's daughter, even if she eouid not have beeii, 
with severe truth, said to have possessed them. 
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She was placed npon a small bench, or soia» the 
fiur MX here not being permilted to reeluie» as was 
the Miion of the Ronum ladies, A table before her 
WIS loaded with books, plants, herbs, and draw^ 
iii§;i. She sat on a dight ckvation, and those whe 
enjoyed the intimaoy of the Prinees^ or to whom 
she wiriied to ^eak ia partioiilar, were allowed, 
dvriiig audi sublime p(dloquy» to rest their knees 
•n the litde dais, or eleirated p^oe where her chair 
feimd its ftation, ia a posture half standing, halt 
kneeling. Three other seats, of different heights, 
were placed on the dais^ and under the same canopy 
ef tMo wUoh orershadowed that of the Princess 



The first, wUdistriotly resembled her own chair 
in sist and convenience^ was one designed for her 
husband, Nioc^orus Briennius, He was said to 
entertain or affect the greatest respect for his wWs 
ondition, though th# conrtiers were of opinion he 
would hare liked to absent himsdf from her eren^ 
ing parties more frequwUly than was particularly 
agreeable to the Princess Aj^na and her imperiid 
parents. This was partly explained by the priyate 
tattle of the eourt, whaeh averred that the Princess 
Anna Ckminena had befn more beautiful when she 
was less learned ; and that, though still a fine 
womai^ she had somewhat lost the charms of her 
person as she became enriched in her mind. 

T# atone £9r the lowly feshion of the seat of 
Nioephtrus Briennius, it was placed as near to his 
priieess as it could possibly be edg^ by the ushers, 
•0 that she imight not lose one look of her handsome 
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spouse, nor he the least particle of wisdom whidi 
might drop from the lips of his erodite consort. 

Two other seats of honour, or rather thrones, — * 
for they had footstools placed for the support of 
the feet, rests for the arms, and embroid^ed pil- 
lows for the comfort of the back, not to mention 
the glories of the outspreading canopy, — ^were des- 
tined for the imperial couple, who frequently at- 
tended their daughter's studies, which she prose- 
cuted in public in the way we have intimated. On 
such occasions, the Eknpress Irene enjoyed the 
triumph peculiar to the mother of an accomplished 
daughter, while Alexius, as it might happen, some- 
times listened with complacence to the rehearsal 
of his own exploits in the inflated language of the 
Princess, and sometimes mildly nodded over her 
dialogues upon the mysteries of philosophy, with 
the Patriardi Zosimus, and other sages. 

All these four distinguished seats for the persons 
of the Imperial family, were occupied at the mo- 
ment whidi we have described, exceptmg that 
which ought to have been filled by Nicephoms 
Briennius, the husband of the fur Anna Conmena. 
To his negligence and absence was perhaps owing 
the angry spot on the brow of his fW bride. Be- 
side her on the platform were two white-robed 
nymphs of her household ; female slaves, in a word, 
who reposed themselves on their knees on cudiions, 
when their assistance was not wanted as a species 
of living book-desks, to support and extend the 
parchment rolls, in which the Princess recorded her 
own wisdom, or from which she quoted that of 
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Others. One of these young maidens, called Aatarte, 
was so distinguished as a caHigrapher, or beautiful 
writer of various alphabets and languages, that she 
aarrowly escaped being sent as a present to the . 
Caliph, (who could neither read nor write,) at a; 
time when it was necessary to bribe him into peace. , 
Violante, usually called die Muse, the other at- 
tendant of the Princess, a niistress of the vocal and 
instrumental art of music, was actually sent in a 
compliment to soothe the temper of Robert Guis- 
card, Uie Archduke of ApuUa, who being aged and 
stone-deaf, and the girl under ten years old at the 
time, returned the valued present to the imperial 
donor, and, witii the selfishness which was one of 
that wily Norman's characteristics, desired to have 
some one sent him who could contribute to his 
Measure, instead of a twangling squalling infant. 

Beneath these elevated seats there sat, or repo- 
sed on the floor of ike hall, such favourites as were 
admitted. The Patriarch Zosimus, and one or two 
old men^ were permitted the use of certain lowly 
stodb, which were the only seats prepared for the 
learned members of the Princess's evening plarties, 
as they would have been called in our days. As 
ibr the younger magnates, the honour of being 
permitted to join the imperial conversation was 
expected to render them fkr superior to the paltry 
acconmiodation of a joint*stooL Five or six cour- 
tiers, of different dress and ages, mig^t compose 
the party, who either stood, or relieved their pos- 
tmre by kneeling, along the verge of an adorned 
fountain, whieh shed a mist of such very small 
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rain m to dispel almost insensibly, eofiAmg the firt»" 
grant breeze whidi ^Hreathed from the flowers and 
shrubs, that were so disposed as to send a waste of 
sweets around. One goodly old man, named Mi- 
chael Agdastes, big, burly, and dressed like an 
anetent Cynic philosopher, was distJngwshed by 
assumii^, in a great measure, the ragged garb and 
mad bearing of that sect, and by Ids inflexible 
practice of the strictest ceremonies exigftle by the 
Imperial fiunily. He was known by an i^ectatien 
of cynical principle and langnage, and of republi- 
can philosophy, strai^ely contradicted by his prac- 
tical deference to the great. It was wimderfol 
how long this man, now. sixty years old and i^ 
wards, disdained to ayail himself of the accustomed 
privilege of leaning, or supporting his limbs, and 
widi what regularity he maintained eitker the 
standing posture or that of absolute kneeling ; but 
the first was so much his usual attitude, that he 
acquired amoi^ his court friends the name of £le- 
pfaas, or the E^irfumt, because the anci^its had an 
idea that the half-reasoning animal, as it is called, 
has joints incapable of kneding down. 

^ Yet I have seen them kneel when I was in 
the country of the Gymnosophists,'' said a person 
present on the eyening oi Hereward's introduction. 

** To take up their master on their shoulders ? so 
will ours," said the Pakiardi Zosimns, with the 
slight sneer which was the nearest adranee to a 
sarcasm that the etiquette of the Greek court per- 
mitted ; for on all <Hrdinary occasions, it would not 
haye offended the Presence more surely, UteraDy 
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to have drawn a ponhurd, tiian to exdumge a re- 
partee in the imperial cirde. firen tiie sarcaini, 
sach as it was, would have been thoiig^ ceafnrable 
by that ceremonious comt in any bat the Patri- 
arch, to whose high rank some license was allowed. 

Jnst as ke had thus far o£toded decemm, 
Achilles Tatins, and hit soldier Hereward, en- 
tered the i^artmoit. The former bore him with 
even more than his usual deg^ree of conrtlinessy as if 
to set his own good-breedii^ oS by a comparison 
widi the inexpert bearii^ of his follower ; while, 
nevertheless, he had a secret pride in exhibiting, as 
one under his own immediate and distinct com- 
mand, a man whom he was accustomed to consider 
as one of the finest soldiws in^e army of Alexins, 
whether appearance or reality were to be consi- 
dered. 

Some astoni^mient followed the abrupt entrance 
of the new comers. Achilles indeed glided into the 
presence with the easy and qoiet extremity of re- 
spect which intimated his habitude in these regions. 
Bat H«reward started on his entrance, and per-* 
ceiving himself in company of the court, hastily 
strove to remedy his disorder. His commander, 
throwing round a scarce visible shrug of apology, 
made then a confidential and monitory sign to 
Hereward to mind his conduct. What he meant 
was, that he should dofP his helmet and fall pro- 
strate on the ground. But the Anglo-Saxon, unac- 
customed to interpret obscure inferences, natorally 
thoi^ht of his military duties, and advanced in 
front of the Emperor, as idien he rendered his 



,y Google 



74 COTTNT ROBERT OF PARIS. 

military homage*. He made reverence with his 
knee, half touched his cap, and then recovering 
and shouldering his axe, stood in advance of the 
imperial chair, as if on duty as a sentineL 

A gentle smile of surprise went round the circle 
as they gazed on the manly appearance, and some- 
what unceremonious but martial deportment of 
the northern soldier. The various spectators around 
consulted the Emperor's fcu^ not knowing whether 
they were to take the intrusive manner of the Va- 
rangian's entrance as matter of ill-breeding, and 
manifest their horror, or whether they ought rather 
to consider the bearing of Uie life-guardsman as 
indicating blunt and manly zeal, and therefore to 
be received with applause. 

It was some little time ere the Emperor reco- 
vered himself sufficiently to strike a key-note, as 
was usual upon such occasions. Alexius Comne- 
nus had been wrapt for a moment into some spe- 
cies of slumber, or at least absence of mind. Out 
of lliis he had been startled by the sudden appear- 
ance of the Varang^ian ; for diongh he was accus- 
tomed to commit the outer guards of the palace to 
this trusty corps, yet the deformed blacks whom 
we have mentioned, and who sometimes rose to 
be ministers of state and commanders of armies, 
were, on all ordinary occasions, intrusted with the 
guard of the interior of the palace. Alexius, there- 
fore, awakened from his slmnber, and the military 
phrase of his daughter still ringing in his ears as 
she was reading a description of the great histori- 
cal work, in which she had detailed the conflict^ of 
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bis reign, felt somewhat unprepared for the en- 
trance and military deportment oi one of the Saxon 
g^nard, with whom he was accustomed to assodate; 
in general, scenes of blows, danger, and death. 

After a troubled glance around, his look rested 
on Achilles Tatius. " Why here,* he said, " trusty 
Follower ? why this soldier here at this time of 
night?" Here, of course, was the moment for 
modeUing the visages, regis ad exemplum; but, ere 
the Patriarch could frame his countenance into de- 
vout apprehension of danger, Achilles Tatius had 
spoken a word or two, which reminded Alexius' 
memory that the soldier had been brought there 
by \l\s own special orders. <* Oh, ay ! true, good 
fellow," said he, smoothing his troubled Ih'Ow ; 
" we had forgot that passage among die cares of 
state." He then spoke to the Varangian with a 
countenance more frank, and a heartier accent than 
he used to his courtiers ; for, to a despotic monarchy 
a fmthful life-guardsman is a person of confidence, 
while an officer of high rank is always in some 
degree a subject of distrust. <* Ha ! " said he, 
" our worthy Anglo-Dane, how fSares he ? " This 
unceremonious salutation surprised all but him to 
whom it was addressed. Hereward answered, 
accompanying his words with a military obeisance 
which partook of heartiness rather than reverence, 
willi a loud unsubdued voice, which startled the 
presence still more that the language was Saxon, 
which these foreigners occasionally used, ** Woes 
haely Kaisar mirrig und machHgh!** — ^that is. Be of 
good health, stout and mighty Emperor. The Enw-* 
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p«ror» with a smile of iiitelligeiice» to show lis eovM 
speak to his guards in their own foreign langnage, 
r^ed, by the well-known ooonter^agnal— »^Z>rtiiA 
haeir 

Immediately a page brought a silver goUet of 
wine. The Emperor put his lips to it, though he 
scares tasted the liquet', then commanded it to be 
handed to Hereward, and bade the soldier drink. 
The Saxon did not wait till he was desired a 
seoond time» but took off the eontonts without hen- 
tation. A gentle smile, decorous as the ^res^MS 
re(|uired> passed over the ass^nUy, at a feat wldehf 
though by no means wonderful in a hyperborean, 
seemed prodigious in the estimation of 1^ mode- 
rato Greeks* Alexius himself laughed more loudly 
than his courtiers thought might be beeoming on 
thw party and mustering what few words of Varan* 
gian he possessed, which he eked out with Greek, 
demanded of his life^guardsmaiv^<< Well, my Ih^ 
Briton, or Edward, as men call thee, dost thou 
know the flavour of that wine ? " 

<< Yes," answered the Varangian, without change 
of countenance, ^ I tasted it once before at Lao- 
dicea** 

Here his officer, Achilles Tatius, became smio- 
ble that his soldier approached delicate ground, 
and in yain endeayonrcMl to gain his attention, in 
order that he might furtively convey to him a hint 
to be silent, or at least take heed what he said in 
such a presence. But the sexier, who, with pro* 
per military observance, continued to have his eye 
and attontion fixed on the Emperor, as the prince 
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iHmmh he was bound to imtwor or to serro, mw 
none of the faints, whkh AchiDes at length suffered 
to become to broad, ^lat 2o^mii8 and the Proto- 
^Mrt^haire exchaiq^ed escpressdre ghnces, as oaling 
on otich otiier to notice the by*^ay of the leader 
of the Vanttgtans. 

in die iMan while, Ae dialogne between the Em- 
peror and his solcto oontiiraed »-— << How,' said 
Alexias, ** did this draught relish, compared with 
tlwibmMr?'* 

^ Hmto la Airer company here, my liege, tiian 
^hat of tiie Arabian archers,*' answered Hereward, 
with alook and bow of instinctive good-lnreedmg ; 
^ Netierthdess^ there ladn the flavonr whidk the 
Im^ of the son, the dost of the combat, witii the 
fMigaeof widdhig each a weapon as this" (advan- 
dng his axe) ^ for ei[^ honni together, give to a 
cap of iwfo whio* 

** Another deickncy there might be^" said Age- 
festeBllK£3eplnMit,^proTided I am pardoned hint- 
kig at it,* he added, widi a hndc to the tinoner— 
** it might be the smaDer sise of the cup compared 
wiA thataft Laodicea/* 

^ By Tara^ yon say tme,'' answered the life- 
goardmnan^ ^ at Laodioea I osed my hefanet** 

* Lot us see the caps compared t^eth^, good 
finend," said Agetastes, continmng his raillery, 
** thitt we may be sore thou hast not swaltowed 
the present goblet; lor I thought, from lise man- 
ner of the draught, th^e was a chance of its g(mg 
down with its contents.* 

** HiMfo aio some things which I do not easily 
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> ftwallov,* answered the Varangian, in a calm and 
indifierent tone ; '^ bat they must come from a 
yoonger and more active man than you." 

The company again smiled to each other» as if to 
hint that the philosopher, though alsa parcel wit by 
profession, had the worst of the encounter. 

The Emperor at the same time interfered — 
** Nor did I send for tiiee hither, good fellow, to be 
baited by idle taunts." 

Here Agelastes shrunk back in the drde, as a 
hound that has, been rebuked by thofhuntsman for 
.babbling — and the Princess Anua Comnena, who 
had indicated by her fair features a certain degree 
of impatience, at length spoke^r-*' Will it then 
please you, my imperial and much-beloved father, 
to inform those blessed with admission to the Mu- 
ses' temple, for what it is that you have ordered this 
soldier to be this night admitted to a place so far 
above his rank in life? Permit me to say, we 
ought not to waste, in frivolous and silly jests, the 
-time which is sacred to the welfare of the empire^ 
as. every moment of your leisure must be." 

'* Our daughter speaks wisely," said the im- 
press Irene, who, like most mothers wha do not 
possess much talent themselves, and |ure not rery 
capable of estimating it in others, was, neverthe- 
less, a great admirer of her favourite daughter's 
accomplishments, and ready to draw them out on 
all occasions. <f Permit me to :remark, that in this 
divine and selected palace of the Muses, dedicated 
to the studies of our well-bdoved and highly-gifted 
daughter^ whose pen will preserve your repata* 
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tion, our most imperial husband, till the desolation 
of fJie unirerse, and which enlivens and delights 
this society, the very flower of the wits of our 
suUime court; — ^pmmit me to say, that we hare, 
m^r^y by admitting a single life-guardsman, giren 
our conyersation the character of that which dis- 
tinguishes a barrack." 

Now the Emperor Alexius Comnenus had the 
same feeling with many an honest man in, ordinary 
life when his wife begins a long oration, especially 
as the Empress Irene did not always retain the 
obserrance consistent with his awful rule and right 
supremacy, although especially severe in exacting 
it from all others, in reference to her lord. There- 
fore, though he had felt some pleasure in giuning 
a short release from the monotonous, recitation of 
the Princess's history, he now saw the necessity of 
resuming it, or of listening to the matrimonial 
eloquence of the Empress. He sighed, therefore, as 
he said, <* I crave your pardon, good our imperial 
spouse, and our daughter bom in the purple cham- 
ber. I remember me, our most amiable and accom- 
plished daughter, that last night you wished to 
know the particulars of the battle of Laodicea, with 
the heathenish Arabs, whom Heaven confound. 
And for certain considerations which moved our- 
selves to add other enquiries to our own recoUec 
tion, Achilles Talius, our most trusty Follower, 
was commissioned to introduce into this place one 
of those soldiars under his command, being suck a 
one whose courage and presence of mind could best 
'enable him to remark what paased around him ^ on 
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that remarkable and bloody dsy. . Amd this I nfh 
pose to be the man brought to us for thai; purpose ." 

<< If I an permitted to speak, and lire,'' answei^ 
ed the FoQower, ^^ your Imperial Highness^ witk 
those diTine Prinoesses, whose name is to «s as 
those of blessed satnts, hare in yonr presense the 
flower of my Anglo- Danes, or nHiatsoeTer unbi^ 
tised name is given to my sridiers. He i% as I 
may say, a barbarian of barbarians ; lor althoogh 
in birdi and breeding unfit to soil with his feet the 
carpet of this prednet of aooomplishment and elo- 
^nenoe, he b so braye — so trusty— -so derotedly 
attached — and so unhesitatingly aealons, that"— 

<< Enough good Follower,'' said the Emperor ; 
^ let ns #nly know that he is cool and obserrant, 
not erafosed and fluttered during dose battle, as 
we hare sometimes obsenr ed in you and oth^ great 
commanders — and, to speak truth, have even fdt 
in our imperial self on extraordinary oecasieas. 
Which difference in man's constitution is net ow- 
ii^ to any inferiority of courage, but, in us, to a 
certain consciousness of the importance of our own 
safety to the wel&re of the whole, vad to a feel- 
ing of the number of dulaes which at OBoe derolie 
on us. Spedc then, and speak quickly, Tatias; 
lor I discern that our dearest consort, and our 
thrice fortunate daqghter bom in the imperial cham- 
ber of purple, seem to wax somewhat impatient.'' 

<< Hereward,* answered Tatius, ^ is as composed 
and observant in battle, as anodwr in a festive 
dance. The dust of war is the breath of his nos- 
trils; and he will prove his worth in combat against 
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any four others, (Varangians excepted,) who shall 
term themselres your Imperial Highness's bravest 
jservants.'' 

^ FoUow^,** said the Emperor, with a displeased 
look and tone, '* instead of instructing these poor, 
ignorant barbarians, in the rules and civilisation of 
our enlightened empire, you foster, by such boast- 
ful words, the idle pride and fury of their temper, 
which hurries them into brawls with the legions 
of other foreign countries, and even breeds quar- 
rels among themselves." 

^ If my mouth may be opened in the way of 
most humble excuse," said the Follower, " I would 
presume to reply, that I but an hour hence talked 
with this poor ignorant Anglo- Dane, on the pa- 
tonal care with which the Imperial Majesty of 
Greece regards the preservation of that concord 
which unites the followers of his standard, and how 
desirous he is to promote that harmony, more espe- 
cially amongst the various nations who have the 
happiness to serve you, in spite of the bloodthirsty 
•quarrels of the Franks, and other northern men, 
who are never free from civil broil. I think the 
poor youth's understanding can bear witness to tlus 
much in my behalf." He then looked towards 
-Hereward, who gravely inclined his head in token 
of assent to what his captain said. His excuse 
thus ratified, Achilles proceeded in his apology 
more firmly. ** What^I have said even now was 
spoken without consideration ; for, instead of pre- 
tending that this Hereward would face four of 

VOI^. XLVI. ' w. 
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joor Inqierial Highness's serrants, I ought to have 
laidy lluit he was willing to defy eix of your In»- 
perial Majesty's most deadly enemies, and pemul 
them to choose every circmnstanoe c^ thae, armn, 
Jind place of comhat.'' 

** That hath a hotter sound," said ^be Emperor; 
** and in truth, for the information of my dearest 
daughter, who piously has undertaken to record the 
things which I hare heen the blessed means of doing 
for the Empire, I eamestiy wish that she dioiiM 
remember, that though the sword of Alexias hadi 
not stept in its sheath, yet he hath nerer sought 
his own aggrandisement of fame at the price ol 
bloodshed among his suljects." 

<< I trust," said Anna Comnena, ^ that in my 
bundle slcetch of the life of the princely sire £ram 
whom I dmve my existence, I Imve not foi^ot to 
notice his lore c^ peace, and care for the liTes of 
his soldiery, and abhorrence of the bloody manner* 
of the heretic Franks, as one of his mo^ dis^iik- 
guishing characteristics." 

Assuming then an attitude more commanding^ 
«s one who was about to claim the attention of the 
company, the Princess inclined her head gently 
around to the audience, and tiddng a roll of parch- 
ment from the £ur amanuensis, whu^ «he had, in a 
most beautiful handwriting, engrossed to her mis- 
tresses dictation, Anna Comnena prepared to read 
its contents. - 

At this moment, the eyes of the Princess rested 
for an instant on the barbarian Hereward, to whons 
the deigned this greeting — << Valiant barbariAn, of 
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whom my fancy recalls some memory, as if in a 
dream, thou art now to bear a work, which, if the 
author be pnt into oomparison with the snfcject, 
might be likened to a por^ait of Alexander, in 
e^ceeuting which, jsome inferior dauber has usurped 
the pencil of Apelles;; but wluch essay, however 
it may appear unworthy of .the subject in the e3Fe8 
of many, must yet command some envy in those 
who candidly consider its contents, and the diffi- 
culty of portraying th^ g^east pwsonage concerning 
whom it is written. Still, I pray theei give thine 
attention to what I have now to read, since this 
account of the battle of Laodicea,/the details thereof 
being prindpally derived from his Imperial High- 
ness, my excellent ^father, from the altogether 
valiant Protospathaice, his invincible general, toge- 
ther with Achilles Tatius, the flEiithfid Follower of 
our yictorious Emperor, may nevertheless be in 
some circumstances inaccurato. For it is to be 
thought, that the high offices of those great com- 
manders retained them at a distance from some 
particularly active parts of the firay* in wder that 
they might have more cool and accurate opportu- 
nity to form a judgment upon the whole, and trans- 
mit their orders, without being disturbed by any 
thoughts of personal safety^ Even so, brave bar- 
barian, in the art of embroidery, (marvel not that 
we are a proficient in diat mechanical process, since 
it is patronised by Minerva, whose studies we affect 
to follow,) we reserve to ourselves the superin- 
tendence of the entire web, and commit to our 
mudens and others the execution of particular j;>arts. 
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Thus, in the same manner, thou, valiant Varan- 
gian, being engaged in the rery thickest of die 
affiray before Laodicea, mayst point out to us, the 
unworthy historian of so renowned a war, those 
chances which befell where men fought hand to 
hand, and where the iate of war was decided by 
the edge of the sword. Therefore, dread not, thou 
bravest of the axe-men to whom we owe that vic- 
tory, and so many others, to correct any mistake 
or misapprehension which we may have been led 
into concerning the details of that glorious event.'' 
** Madam," said the Varangian, '< I shall attend 
with diligence to what your Highness may be plea- 
sed to read to me ; although, as to presuming to 
blame the history of a Princ^ born in the purple, 
hr be such a presumption from me ; still less would 
it become a barbaric Varangian to pass a judgment 
on the military conduct of the Emperor, by whom 
he is liberally paid, or of the commander, by whom 
he is well treated. Before an action, if our advice 
is required, it is ever faithfully tendered ; but ac- 
— ''•ng to my rough wit, our censure after the 
s fought would be more invidious than useful, 
hing the Protospathaire, if it be the duty of 
eral to absent himself from dose action, I can 
' say, or swear, were it necessary, that the 
sible conmiander was never seen by me within 
3lin's cast of aught that looked like danger." 
lis speech, boldly and bluntly delivered, had a 
'al effect on the company present. The Em- 
himself, and Achilles Tatius, looked like men 
had got off from a danger better than they ex- 



,y Google 



COUNT ROBERT OF PARIS. 85 

pected. The Protospathaire laboured to conceal 
a moYement of resentment. Agelastes whispered 
to the Patriarch, near whom he was placed, ** The 
northern battle-axe lacks neither point nor edge." 
** Hush ! ** said Zosimus, ^ let us hear how this 
m to end ; the Princess is about to speak." 
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CHAPTER IV. 

We heard the Tecbir, lo these Arabs call 
Their shout of onset, when with loud acdaim 
They challenged Hearen, as if demanding conquest. 
The iMttle Join'd, and through the barVrous h^d, 
Fight, fight! and Paradise! was all their cry. 

The Siege ofDanuurtm, 

The voice of the northern soldier, although 
-^-^~i by feelings of respect to the Emperor, 
in attachment to his captain, had more of a 
■ blunt sincerity, nevertheless, than was 
heard by the sacred echoes of the imperial 
and though the Princess Anna Comnena 
U) think that she had invoked the opinion 
vere judge, she was sensible, at the same 
f the deference of his manner, that his re- 
ras of a character more real, and his i^ 
should she gain it, would prove more truly 
ig, than the gilded assent of the whole court 
father. She gazed with some surprise and 
n on Hereward, already described as a very 
ne young man, and felt the natural desire 
le, which is easily created in the mind to- 
i fine person of the other sox. His attitude 
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ifiras easy taiA bold, but Blither downish nor un- 
courtly. His title of a barbariaiH placed him at 
onee firee from the Hoiram of ciYiliied life, and the 
ndes ef artificial politeness* But lus diaraeter for 
valour, and the aeUe self-confidence of his bear- 
ing, gsre him a de^wr interest than woidd have 
been acquired by a mere studied and anxious ad* 
^ess, or an excess of rererential awe. 

In short, the Prinoess Aana Comnena, high in 
rank as she was, and bom in the imperial purple, 
which she hersdf deemed the first of aU attributes, 
felt herself, nerertheless, in {Hreparing to resume 
the recitation of her history, more anxious to ob- 
tain the ai^obation of this rude soldier, than that 
of all the rest of the courteous audioioe. She knew 
them well, it u true, and felt nowiie solicitous about 
the applause which the daughter of the Emperor 
was sure to receive with full hands from those of 
the Grecian court to whom she ifl|ht choose to 
communicate the productions of her father^ iaiaghr 
ter. But she had now a judge of a new dwracter, 
iHuiae i^planse, if bestowed, must have something 
ia it intrinsically real, since it could only be ob- 
tained by afiecting his head or his heart. 

It was periu^ imder the influence of these feel- 
ings, that the Princess was scmiewhat long^ than 
nmal in finding out the passage in the rdl of his- 
toty at which she purposed to comm^ce^ It was 
1^, noticed, that she began h&t recitation with a 
diffidence and embarrassment aurprising to the 
Boble hearer% who had often seen her in full pos- 
•ession of her presence of mind bdfore what tiiey 
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iDonceired a more distiiigiiislied, and even mort 
critical audience* 

Neidier were the circnmslances of Uie Varan-^ 
gULti gnch as rendered the scene indififerent to hinu 
Anna Coninena had indeed attained her fifilJi Instre, 
and that is a period after which Gredan beauty is 
understood to commence its decline. How long 
she had passed that critical period^ was a secret to 
all but the trusted ward-women of the purple 
chamber. Enough, diat it was affirmed ^j the 
popular tongue, and seemed to be attested by iJiat 
bent towards philosophy and literature^ whidi is 
not supposed to be congenial to beauty in its ear- 
lier buds, to amount to one or two years mcfte 
She might be seven-and-twenty. 

Still Anna Comnena was, or had very lately 
been, a beauty of the very first rank, and must be 
supposed to have still retained charms to captivate 
a barbarian of the north ; if, indeed, he himself was 
not careful to maintain an heedful recollection of 
the immeasurable distance between them. Indeed, 
even this recollection might hardly have «aye<l 
Hereward from the charms of this enchantrest^ 
bold, free-bOTn, and fearless as he was ; for, during 
that time of strange revolutions, there were many 
instances of successful generals sharing the ooudi 
of imperial princesses, whom periiaps they had 
themselves rendered widows, in order to make 
way for their own pretensions. But, besides the 
influence of other recollections, which the reader 
may leam hereafter, Hereward, though flattered 
by the unusual degree of attention which Uw 
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Princess bestowed upon him, saw in her only the 
daughter of his Emperor and adopted liege lord, 
and the wife of a noble prince, whom reason and 
duty alike forbade him to think of in any other 
light. 

It was after one or two preliminary efforts that 
the Princess Anna b^^ her reading, with an un- 
certain voice, which gained strength and fortitude 
as she proceeded with the following passage from 
a well-knovm part of her history of Alexius Com- 
nenus, but which unfortunately has not been repub- 
lished in the Byzantine historians. The narrative 
cannot, therefore, be otherwise than acceptable to 
the antiquarian reader; and the author hopes to 
receive the thanks of the learned world for the 
recovery of a curious fragment, which, without his 
exertions, must probably have pamed to the gulf of 
total oblivion. 
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tit lEtettfftt of Wjoittiwif 

NOW FIRST k>UBLISHEI> FROM THE GREEK OF TRR 
PRINCESS COBINENA's HISTORY OF HER FATHER. 

^ The sun had betftken Mmseff to kis bed in the 
ocean, ashamed, it would seem, to see the immorta. 
army of our most sacred Emperor Alexius sm*- 
Toimded by those barbarous hcndes of unbeHeTing' 
barbariaas, who, as described in our last chapter, 
had ooeupied the various passes both in front and 
rear of t^e Romans,* secured during the preceding 
night by the wily barbarians. Although, there- 
fore, a triumphant course of advance had brought 
us to this point, it now became a serious and doubt- 
ful question whether our victorious eagles might 
be able to penetrate any farther into the country 
of the enemy, or even to retreat with safety into 
their own. 

" The extensive acquaintance of the Emptor 
with military affairs, in which he exceeds most 
living princes, had induced him, on the preceding 
evening, to ascertain, with marvellous exactitude 
and foresight, the precise position of the enemy. 
In this most necessary service he employed certain 
lig^t-armed barbarians, whose habits and discipline 

* More properly termed the Greeks; but we follow the 
phraseoloi^ of the &ir authoresi. 
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kad beeo^ or^^inalfy denTVd fronii the wikb el 
Sjrria ; and, if I am reqaked te ^ak aecerdtag le 
llie dictaticm of Tnrth, teeing Ao eogkt idways to 
ait ii|Km tke pen of a htsloriaiv i BMat^ nee<b taj 
they were ii^deb IHfie ikeir ewnoaei $ Hutlifiilly 
attached, howeyer, to the Rommm service^ and^ aa 
I belierey true slaves ef tin Enperer, to whem 
they commiinicated the in^Mrmatien reqnmred hf 
him respectHig the posilieii of his dreaded epp»* 
Bent Jeadegerd. Tfaeae men dMi not brings m their 
iitfonnatioB till long afler the faeor when the Em* 
pa:or nsoaliy hetook himself to rest* 

^ Notwithstanding this derangement of his most 
taered time, onr impetial fethev, who had postpo* 
ned the cereneny of disrobing, so important were 
the necessities of tlie mcmienty oontinned, untfl deep 
in the night, to hold a eouncil of his wisest drnk^ 
m&a whose depth of judgment might have sa(ved a 
sinking world, and who now consulted wka^ was 
to be done under the pressure of the drcontttances 
in which they were now ^aecd* And so great 
was the urgency, that aU ordinary obsetvaaces of 
the household were set aside, since I have heard 
from those who witnessed the fact, that the royal 
bed was displayed in the very room where dw 
council assembled, and that the sacred kmp, catted 
ike light of the Conncil, and which always bums 
when the Emperor presides in person over the 
delib^ations of his servants, was for that nights— 
a thing unknow:ii in our amials — ied with nnper- 
fiuttedoilll'' 

The £ur speaker here threw her fine form into 
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an attitode which expressed holy horror, and th# 
hearers intimated their sympathy in the eKciting 
cause by corresponding signs of interest; as to 
which we need only say, that the sigh of Achilles 
Tatius was the most pathetic ; while the groan of 
Agelastes the Elephant was deepest and most tre- 
mendously bestial in its sound. Hereward seemed 
little moved, except by a slight motion of surprise 
at the wonder expressed by the others. The Prin- 
cess, having allowed due time for the sympathy of 
her hearers to exhibit itself, proceeded as follows : 

<< In this melanchcdy situation, when even the 
6est-e8tablished and most sacred rites of the impe- 
rial household gave way to the necesdty of a hasl^y 
provision for the morrow, the opinions of the coun- 
sellors were different, according to their tempers 
and habits ; a thing, by the way, which may be 
remarked as likely to hi^pen among the best and 
wisest on such occasions of doubt and danger^ 

<M do not in this place put down the names and 
opinions of those whose counsels were proposed and 
rejected, herein paying respect to the secrecy and 
freedom of debate justly attadied to the imperial 
cabinet. Enough it is to say, that some there were 
who advised a speedy attack upon the enemy, in 
the direction of our original advance. Others 
thought it was safer, and might be easier, to force 
our way to the rear, and retreat by the same course 
which had brought us hither ; nor must it be con- 
cealed, that there were persons of unsuspected 
fidelity, who proposed a third course, safer indeed 
than the others, but totally alien to the mind of 
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insr most magnanimous fether. They recommended 
that a confidential slave, in company with a minis* 
ter of ihe interior of onr imperial palace, should 
be sent to liie tent of Jezdegerd, in order to ascer- 
tain upon what terms the barbarian would permit 
onr triumphant father to retreat in safety at the 
head of his victorious army. On learning sndi 
opinion, our imperial father was heard to exclaim, 
' Sancta Sophia ! ' being the nearest approadi to an 
adjuration which he has been known to permit 
himself, and was apparently about to say something 
violent both concerning the dishonour of the advice, 
and the cowardice of those by whom it was pre- 
ftnred, when, recollecting the mutability of human 
things, and the misfortune of several of his Majes- 
ty's gracious predecessors, some of whom had been 
eompelled to surrender their sacred persons to the 
mfidels in the same region, his Imperial Ms^esty 
repressed his generous feelings, and only suffered 
his army counseUors to understand his sentiments 
by a speech, in which he declared so desperate and 
80 dishonourable a course would be the last which 
he would adopt, even in the last extremity of 
danger. Thus did the judgment of this mighty 
Prince at once reject 04)unsel that seemed shamefGd 
to his arms, and thereby encourage the zeal of his 
troops, while privately he kept this postern in re- 
serve, which in utmost need might serve for a safev 
^ugh not altogether, in less urgent circumstances^ 
an honourable retreat. 

*' When the •discussion had reached this melan- 
choly crisis, the renowned AalaOles Tatii^s arrived 
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witk the bopeM intdligenoe, iJiat he himBelf and 
some floldiert of his corps had discovered an open* 
ing on the left flank of onr present eneampasent, 
bf which, making indeed a considerable cirooit, 
hut reaching, if we marched with vigour, the town 
of Laodioea, we might, by falling back on onr 
resonroesy be in some measure in surety from the 
enemy* 

** ^ soon as litis ray of hope darted on the 
tronUed mind of our gracious fiither, he proceeded 
to make such arrangements as might secure the 
fuM benefit of the advantage. His Imperiid H%h- 
ness would not permit l^e brave Varangians, whose 
battle-axes he accounted the flower of his impmal 
army, to take the advanced post of assaUants on 
the present occasion. He repressed the love of 
4>atde by whidi these generous foreigners have 
be^ai at all times distinguished, and directed that 
the Syrian ibrces in the army, who have heesk be- 
Ibre nwntioned, diould be assembled with as little 
noise as possible in the vicinity of the deserted 
imss, with instructions to oociqiy it. The good 
genius of the empire suggested that, as their speech, 
arms, and appearance, resonbled those of the ene- 
my, they might be permitted unopposed to take 
post in the defile wi^ their light-armed forces, 
and thus secure it fi>r the passage of the rest of the 
army, of which he proposed that the Varangians, 
as immediately attadied to his own sacred p^son* 
diould form the vanguard. The well-known bat- 
talions, termed ^e Immovtals, came next, compri- 
■iQg the gross of the army, and forming ^e centre 
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ttd rear. Achilles Tatins, the faithfiil Follower 
of his royal Master, alUuHigh mortified that he was 
not permitted to assume the charge of the rear, 
wlndi he had proposed for himself and his Taliaat 
troops, as ^e post of danger at the time, cheerfntty 
acquiesced, nevertheless, in the arrangement pro- 
posed by ike £mpef or, as most fit to effect tha 
unperial safety, and lliat of the army. 

^ The imperial <N-ders, as Uiey were sent tn« 
«tantly abroad, were in like manner executed with 
the readiest pmietuality, the rather that they indi- 
cated a course of safety which had been admost 
despaired of eren by the oldest soldiers. During 
the dead pariod of time, when, as the dirine Ho- 
mer tells us, gods and men are alike asleep, it was 
found that the vig^nce and prudence of a single 
individual had provided safety for the whole Ro- 
man army. The pinnades of ^e mountain passes 
were scarcely touched by the earliest beams of the 
dawn, when these beams were alsa reflected from 
the steel caps and spears of the Syrians, under t^e 
command of a captain named Monastras, who, with 
Ins trR>e, had attached himself to the empire. The 
£mperor, at the head of his faithful Varangians, 
defiled through the passes, in order to gain that 
degree of advance on the road to the city of Lao- 
dicea wMdh was desired, so as 'to avoid coming into 
edlision ynth the barbarians. 

*' It was a goodly sight to see the dark mass of 
northern warriors, ivho now led the van of the 
army, naoYing slowly and steadily through the de- 
^es of tke mountains, around the insidated redks 
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and precipices, and snrmonnting the gentler acdir 
cities, Tike tbe course of a strong and mighty river ; 
while the loose bands of archers and javelin-men, 
armed after the Eastern manner, were dispersed on 
the steep sides of the de^es, and might be coinpa->> 
red to light foam upon the edge of the torrents In 
the midst of the squadrons of the life-guard miglit 
be seen the proud war-horse of his Imperial Ma- 
jesty, which pawed the earth indignantly, as if 
impatient at the delay which separated him from 
his august burden. The Emperor Alexius him* 
self travelled in a litter, borne by eight strong 
African slaves, that he might rise perfectly refresK- 
«d if the army should be overtaken by the enemy. 
The valiant Achilles Tatius rode near the conch 
of his master, that none of those luminous ideas, 
by Vhich our august sire so often decided the fate 
of battle, miglit be lost for want of mstant com- 
munication to those whose duty it was to execute 
-^hem. I may also say, that there were close to 
the litter of the Emperor, three or foiur carriage;s 
lof the same kind ; one prepared for the Moon, as 
-she may be termed, of the universe, the gracious 
Empress Irene. Among the others which might 
•be mentioned, was that which contained the au- 
thoress of this history, unworthy as she may be of 
.distinction, save as the daughter of the eminent 
and sacred persons whom the narration chiefly 
concerns. In this manner the imperial army press- 
ed on through the dangerous defiles, where their 
march was exposed to insults from the barbarian^. 
They were happily cleared without any opppsitifHL 
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^Vhen we came to the descent of the pass which 
looks down on the city of Laodicea, the sa^ifacity 
of the £mperor commanded the van — which, though 
the soldiers composing the same were heavily arm- 
ed, had hitherto marched extremely, fast — to halt, 
as well that they themselves might take some re- 
pose and refreshment, as to give the rearw^d forces 
time to come np, and close various gaps which the 
rapid movement of those in front had occasioned 
in the line of march. 

<< The place chosen for this purpose was emi- 
nently beautiful, from the small and comparatively 
insignificant ridge of hills which melt irregularly 
down into the plains stretching between the pass 
which we occupied and Laodicea. The town was 
about one hundred stadia distant, and some of our 
more sanguine warriors pretended that they could 
ahready discern its towers and pinnacles, glittering 
in the early beams of the sun, which had not as yet 
risen high into the horizon. A mountain torrent, 
which found its source at the foot of a huge rock, 
that yawned to give it birth, as if struck by the rod 
of the prophet Moses, poured its liquid treasure 
down to the more level country, nourishing herb- 
age and even large trees, in its descent, until, at 
the distance of some four or five miles, the stream, 
at least in dry seasons, was lost amid heaps of sand 
and stones, which in the rainy season mariced the 
strength and fury of its current. 

" It was pleasant to see the attention of the 
Emperor to the comforts of the companions and 
guardians of his march. The tnunpets from time 

VOL. XLVI. O -J" 
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to time gave lioeiite to .rarioas parties of the 1%- 
rangiaiw tOi hy d^wn t^ir arflu, to eat the Ibed 
which was distributed to theiti» and qnenoii tl^ir 
thirst at the pui^ streamy whiefa |»<*iired its bo«n- 
ties down tho^liiil, or they OEiight he seen to eittend 
their hulkf forms upon the torf aromid tbeiD^ The 
Emperoi^ bis most serene spouse, and the priiioeMses 
and lacUes, were also serv^ with breakfast, at i^e 
iountaio formed by the smadl brook tn its rery birth, 
and which the rayereot feelings of the soldiers liad 
left unpolluted by vulgar touch, for the use of that 
&mi}y, emphatically satd to be bom in the purple. 
Our beloved husbMid was also present on this oc- 
casion, and was among the first to detect one of the 
disasters of the day. For, aUJuon^ all the rest of 
the repast had been, by the dexterity of the officers 
of the imperial mouth, so arranged, ev^ea on so 
awful an occasion, as to exhibit little difference 
from the ordinary provirions of the household, yet, 
when his Imperial Highness called ibrwiiie» be- 
hold, not only was the sacred liquor, .dedicated to 
his own peculiar imperial use, whoUy exhausted or 
left behind, but, to use the language of Horace, not 
the viiest Sabine viiMiage could be procured; so 
that his Imperial Highness wad giad to accept the 
offBr of a rude Varangian, who proffered his medi- 
cMB of decocted barley, which these barbarians 
prefor to the juiee ei the gmpe* The Emperor, 
nevertheless, accepted of this coarse tribute.** 

*< Insert," said the Emperor, who had been 
hidieito either phemged in deep contemplation, or 
in an incipient slumber, *< insert, I say, these vory 
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sf^fdm: f And witli 'tii» bMit ^ the monifB^, and 
m^Uaif uf «o rapid'a maroli^ iri^ a iiitAirtPttng ene- 
W7 iti bit rew, the fiftitMi«ciir wtm so tVirsty, as 
jwrer iaiiis life te tli4nkb«pv«faj|re more delickm^/ " 
J» obedbsnae to liar imperial father's Girders, the 
' Princess raugiUMl the tiuiiitt«erif»t to tlie beantiful 
«1m« by whom it fras writt^, repeating to the 
imirsaribe tbe cammaHded addition, requiring her 
t«^Jiote it, aa made by tbe express saered command 
iOf the Empamr, and tbfen proceeded thus : — 
*< More I had said here respecting the favourite 
liquor of your Imperial Highness's ftii«4iftii Varan- 
giaoa ; bnt your Highness baring once graced it 
wkh a word af comiModation, this ail, as they call 
it, doubtless beeawse removing all disorders, which 
Aey term « ftilaaents/ becomes a theme too lofty 
for the discassk* of any inferior person. Suffice 
i4 to say that chvs were we all pleasantly engaged, 
the kdias aad slaves trying to find some amnse- 
ment Iot the imperiri ears : the soldiers, in a long 
lifie down the ravine, seen in different postures, 
sODie straggling to the watercourse, some keeping 
guard .over the arms of their comrades, in which 
4liily tiiey rdiev«d each other, while body after 
faady of tbe rBmuning troops, under command of 
the Protaspatbatre, and particularly those called 
loHBortals, ♦ joined ^ke main army as they came up. 
Those soldiers who were already exhausted, were 

* The ABetvaroh or Immortals, of the army of CoDstanti- 
nat^e, were a select body, so named, in Imitation of the an> 
elmu JPeraiaM. liicf were first embodied, according to Du- 
c^nge, by Michael Ducas, 
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allowed .t» take a short fepow, aft€fr whidk 4^iay 
were sent forward, wiUi dU-edaons to advance stea- 
dily on the road t^ Lihodioea; while their ksiiidsr 
was inttracted, ao «ooa an he ^onld ^pea a frae 
commumeation with that city^ to «eiid thhber a 
oommaod for reioforoeBtnants and refreshmenta^ not 
forgettiof. fitting pravisioB af the sairred idne 
for the imperial moath,. Aoeerdiagly, the Roman 
bands of Immortals and others had resmned* ^i^r 
march, and held some way on their journey, it 
being the imperial pleasure that the Varangians, 
lately the yangnard, should now form the rear of 
the whole army, so as to bring off in safety ike 
Syrian light troops, by whom the hflly pass was 
still occupied, when we heard upon the othef side 
of this defile, which we had traversed with so nanoh 
safety, the awful sound of the Lelies^ as the Arabs 
name their shout of onset, though in what iaa- 
gnage. it is expressed, it would.be hard to say. Per- 
chance some in this audience may lighten my 
ignorance." 

<' May I speak and live? " said the Aconlooliios 
Achilles, proud of his literary knowledge, " the 
words are. Alia iUa alia, Mohamed restml alkm.* 
These, or something like them, contun the Arabs* 
profession of faith, whidb they always oaJl oat 
when they join battle ; I have heard them many 
times. " 

<* And so have I," said the Emperor; <<aod as 

* 1. e. « God is God-..Ma]><wn«t is the pniphet «f <9k»d.* 



,y Google 



COUNT ROBERT OF PARIS* 101 

tlion didst, T warrant me, I have sometimes wished 
nys^ anywhere eke than within hearing.'* 

All the dircle were alire to hear the; answer of 
Adiflles Tatias. H« was too good a courtier, 
hohiirerer, to make any impendent reply. " It ^k%s 
my duty," he replied, « to desire to he as near your 
Inipertal Highness as yonrMthful Follower ought, 
wiierei?*er yon might wish yourself for the time." 

Agelastes and Zosfmus exchanged looks, and 
the Princess Anna Comnena proceeded in her re- 
citation. 

<<The cause of these ominous sounds, which 
came in wild confi»ion up the rocky pass, were 
soon ei^lained to us by a dozen cavaliers, to whom 
the task of hringing intelligence had he^ assigned. 

<' These informed us, that the harbarians, whose 
host had been dti^ersed around the position in 
#hich we had encamped the preceding day, had 
aot been enabled to get their forces together until 
(mr light troops were evacuating the post they 
had occupied for securing the retreat of our army. 
They were then drawing off from the tops of the 
bills into the pass itself, when, in despite of the 
rocky ground, they were charged furiously by 
Jezdegerd, at the head of a large body of his fol- 
lowersy which, after repeated exertions, he had 
at length brought to operate on the rear of the 
Syrians* Notwithstanding that the pass was un- 
favourable for cavalry, the personal exertions of 
tlie infidel chief made his followers advance with a 
degree of resolution unknown to the Syrians of 
the Roman army, who, finding themselves at a dis- 
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tance from thfeif cbmparttions, formed tfce^injtttko* 
idea tliat Aey were left there to be sacrificed^ aid 
thought oC flight hi vwHoift direcUoiHf rather tli«i' 
of a combined and resolotereitstance. Hie stattt sof 
affairs, therefore, at the fiftrtlier end of the pasft, 
was less favonrable than wie could wishj aad thoM^ 
whose curiosity desired to see somethings 'wliidi 
might be termed the rodt of the rear of an artfif, 
beheld the Syrians pursued from the hill tops, over* 
whelmed, and individually cut down and made prW 
soners by tlie bands of caitiff Mussulmans. 

« His Imperial Highness looked upon tbe scene^ 
of battle fbr a few minutes, and{ ranch eonmioved 
at what he saw, was somewhat hasty in his dir^e- 
tions to the Varan^ans to resume their arms, and 
precipitate tlieir march towards Laodicea ; where- 
upon one of those northern soldiers said bekUy; 
though in opposition to the imperial commmid, ^ If 
we attempt to go hastily down this hill, our rear^ 
guard will be confused, not only by our own httrry, 
but by these runaway scoundrels of Syrians, \vhe 
in their headlong flight will not fail to mix them« 
ielves among our ranks. Let two hundred Vairan* 
gians, who will live and die fbr the henoiir of 
England, abide in the very throat of this pass wM 
me, while the rest escort the Emperor to tiiis 
Laodicea, or whatever it is called. We may perish 
in our defence, but we shall die in our duty; and 
I have little doubt but we shall furnish such a meal 
as will stay the stomach of these yelping faonndi 
from seeking any farther banquet this day.^ 

« My imperial fkther at once discovered the im- 
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povtMiM.of lliift a^yiee^ ^^^^^^i^ngj^ it madi^ him weU- 
n^ wee|» (o see with ^}Mi% onshrlpkiog fidelity 
tbest poor barh^ians pro^^^ tp fill up the namber 
of tho90 who were to nodeftake this desperate 
dpl^*^wttii whftt Jdndfi^jSf tb^y took leaye of their 
coQuades* a&d with, wh^^j|aYial shouts they fol- 
lowed their soFfureigu with th^ ey^s as he pro- 
ceadftd on bis march doo^n the hiUi leaving them 
behiod to resist and p^iddu The Imperial eyes 
were fiU^d wJAb tears; and I am not ashamed to 
confess, that amid the terror of the moment, the 
Bq»press, an^ I mysdfi foirgot our rank in paying 
a similar trihuta to thesK^ bold and self-deyoted 

^ We left theif li^er qareiidly arraying his 
hapidful of cQOMrades in defeiice of the pass, where 
the «4ddle path was occupied by their centre, 
while their wiugs qu either side were 90 disposed 
as to act upon the flanks of the enemy> should he 
rashly press upon such as appeared opposed to 
himJu the roa4* We had not proceeded half way 
towards th« plain, whpn a dreadful shout arose, in 
which the yells of the Arabs were mingled with 
tbe de^ and n^e regular shout which these 
sirangers usually repeat thrice, as well when bid- 
dii^ bail to their commanders and princes, as 
when iu the aist of engaging in battle. Many a 
look was turned back by their comrades, and many 
% form was seen in the ranks which might have 
claimed the chisel of a sculptor, while the soldier 
hesitated whether to foUow the line of his duty, 
which called him to march forward with his Em<- 
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pertfiN'M* the fMfWbe ^^^iosorigO} iriiid» ff<HBfr|«d 
bfm tb 'nisk^ bft^ to join hi* compaiiioiit. .I]^9Ch 
plhi«, h6w(|yer, fmBvaiM, and tbe aisi&. bwijr 
martA^d on. * 

^ Ati' lioor kad ekpsed, during w^di we ha^xAt 
fmm time to time, the noise of battle^ whena 
mounted VarangHm presented himself ^ the side 
of the^ Emperor's litter^ The horse wits oov^isii 
with foam, and had obvionsly, from his tra^iagVi 
the fin^ess of his limbs, and Ae smdhiiss ^ his 
joints, been the charger ci somb diief of the de- 
sert, which had iallen by the chance of battle into 
the possession of the northern warrior. The brsad 
axe which the Vanu^^^ here was also ntttnitd 
with blood, and the paleness of deaih itself wm 
upon his countenance* These marios of recent 
battle were held snfficienttoexcnsel^eirr^^nlarf^ 
of his salutation, while he exclaimed, — ^ Noble 
Prince, the Arabs are defeated, and yon may por- 
sne yonr march at more leisure/ 

^< < Where is Jezdegerd? ' said the Emperor, who 
had many reasons for dreading thb celebrated 
chief. 

" < Jeedegerd/ continued the Varangian, * is 
where brave men are who fall in t^eir duty.' 

** * And that is'-'-said the Eknperor, impatient 
to know distinctly the fate of so formidable an ad 
versary— — 

« < Where I am now going,' answered the faith 
fnl soldier, who dn^ped from his horse as he spoke, 
and expired at the feet of ^ litter-bearers. 

** The Emperor called to his attendants to «^ 
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(teitiAed m faononrablct tep(ilokr^.Wa« aet lefi. to 
lft« jaekftft or vuknrepa^ 90Q|ie of km brethittnt 
the Anglo-Saxons, among whom he wm a vmoi of 
rfo m«ait re|Hite> raifed ttie body on Ibcor ahomldera, 
and resumed their inaivh idth this additioiial OH'* 
elimbrancOy prepared to igbt tor tbeir predous 
^Vden, Hke the raliant Menelaus for the body of 
PMroo}t»/* 

The Princess Anna Coronena here natorally 
piUised; for, hariiig attained what she probably 
eMisidered as the rooflding of a period, she was 
#^]kig to gather an tdett of the feelings of her 
av^ence. Indeed, but that she had been intent 
upon her own manuseript^ the emotions of the 
foreign soldier mast have more early attracted her 
attention. In the beginning of her recitation, he 
had retained the same attitude which he had at 
dm assumed, sdfP and rigid as a sentinel upon 
daty, and apparently remembering nothing save 
that he was performing timt duty in presence of 
th¥ imperial court. As the narrative advanced, 
however, he appeared to take more interest in what 
was read. The anxioas fears expressed by the 
various leaders in ihe midnight council, he listen- 
ed to with a smile of ssppressed contempt, and he 
almost laughed at the pvaises bestowed up<m the 
leader of his own corps, Achilles Tatius. Nor did 
even the name of the Emperor, though listened 
to respec^btty, gmn that applause for which jbis 
daughter fought so hard, and used so much exag- 
gen^on. 
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very «Kghtiy vMf mtenMl eiaoti«M ; bat thejrapt^ 
petfftd to tftke a deeper Jbold en his oiwd at she^ 
came to ^e descrlptm of the halt after the inuo 
amy ha4 deared the [mss ; tbe unexpeeted ad^ 
▼ailoe ^ the Arabs ; the retreat of the eolawn 
which etcorted the Emperor; and the aocouAft 4if 
the distaat engagemeiit. H« lest, on hearing the^ 
narration of these events, the rigid and eonstmined 
look of a soldii^, who listened to the history of his 
Emperor with the saiae feelings with wbieh Im 
would have moontied goard at his pdaoe. His eo^ 
ionr b^;an to come and go ; his oyes to fill and to 
sparkle I his limbs to become more agitated than 
their owner seemed to assent to; and his wl^e. 
appearance was changed into that of a listenniv 
highly interested by the recitation which he hears, 
a»d insensible!, or forgetfiiK of whatever else is 
passing before him, as well aa of the qnality of 
those who are present. 

As the historian proceeded, Hereward beoanie 
less able to conceal his agitation ; and at the mo* 
ment the Princess looked round, his feelings be- 
came so acute, that, forgetting where he was, he 
dropped his ponderous axe upon the floor, and, 
clasping his hands together, exclaimed,-^" My un- 
fortunate brother I " 

All were startled by the dang of the filing 
weapon, and several persons at once attempted to 
interfere, as called upon to explain a drcamstanoe 
so unusual. Achilles Tatius made some small pro*, 
gress in a speech designed to apologize for the 
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Hmfjk Mode «f rexttimg liJi«oiyowB' to whidt-Bere* 
wipni had given wsf^ irf- aitiirkig die-cmUiisiit per* 
wOB pTtiMMt, Aat die po^r iiiumltrvated WbltfiMi 
wBi'iacluidly ycmnger bvotlier lo bon "irW hod 
cetaNnaaded and lUlen at tbe nMmovable deCk* 
!%«= Princess said notlikig> but was evidently 
stratk, and afi^cted, and not ill-pleased^ ptrlmps, 
atfaaviDg given rise to feelings c^ ioM^st 00 flat* 
t^i^ to her as aa aul^ress* The oth^s, eaek 
is their character, idAered incohereiit w<nrds of 
witot W1M meant to be ooBS<^ittoB; for distress 
which flows from a natural cause, geneimily aMancts 
gympaihy even from the most artificial characters. 
The v<»ce of Alexins silenced all these imperfect 
speakers: <* Hah, my Inrave soldior, Edwurd!'' 
laid the £mperor, '' I must have been blmd that I 
didtiot sooner recognise thee, as I tliink there is a 
memorandmn entered, respecting five hundred 
pieces oi gold due from us to Edward the Varan- 
gian ; we have it in our secret scroll of such liberali- 
ties for which we stand indebted to our servitors, 
nor shall the payment be longer d^erred."* 

** Not to me» if it may please you, my liege," 
8aid the Anglo-Dane> hastily composing his coun- 
tenance into its rough gravity of lineament. ^ lest 
it fi^ould be to one who can daim no interest in 
your imperial munificence. My name is Here- 
ward ; that of £dward is borne by three of my 
companions., all of them as likely as I to have de- 
served your Highness's reward for the faithful per- 
formance of their duty.*' 

'Many a sign was made by Tatius in order to 
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g^ard his soldier ag^nst the folly of dedining the 
liberality of the Emperor. Agelastes spoke more 
plainly : " Young man,** he said, " rejoice in an 
honour so unexpected, and answer henceforth to > 
no other name save that of Edward, by which |t 
hath pleased the light of the world, as it poured a 
ray upon thee, to distinguish thee from other bar- 
barians. What is to thee the fontstone, or the 
priest officiating thereat, shouldst thou have derived 
from either any epithet different from that by 
which it hath now pleased the Emperor to distin- 
guish thee from the common mass of humanity, 
and by which proud distinction thou hast now a 
right to be known ever afterwards?** 

'* Here ward was the name of my father," said 
the soldier, who had now altogether recovered his 
composure. <* I cannot abandon it while I honour 
his memory in death. Edward is the title of my 
comrade — I must not run the risk of usurping liis 
interest." 

** Peace all !" interrupted the Emperor. " If we 
have made a mistake, we are rich enough to right 
it ; nor shall Hereward be the poorer, if an Edward 
shall be found to merit this gratuity." 

" Your Highness may trust that to your affec- 
tionate consort," answered the Empress Irene. 

* His most sacred Highness," said the Princess 
Anna Comnena, *^ is so avariciously desirous to do 
whatever is good and gracious, that he leaves no 
room even for his nearest connexions to display 
generosity or munificence. Nevertheless, I, in 
my degree, will testify my gratitude to this brave 
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man ; for where liis exploits are mentioned in tbi« 
history, I wfll cause ta be recorded,^ — * This feat 
was done by Hereward the Anglo- Dane, whom k 
hath' pleased his Imperial Majesty to call Edward.* 
Reep this, good youth/' she continued, bestowing 
at the same time a ring of price, '^ in token that we 
win not forget our engagement." 

Hereward accepted the token with a profound 
obeisance, and a discomposure which his station 
rendered not unbecoming. It was obvious to most 
persons present, that the gratitude of the beautiful 
Princess was expressed in a manner more accept- 
able to the youthful life-guardsman, than that oi 
Alexius Conmenus. He took the ring with great 
demonstration of thankfulness : *^ Precious relic I V 
he said, as he saluted this pledge of esteem by 
pressing it to his lips ; '' we may not remain long 
together, but be assured," bending reverently to 
the Princess, '^ that death alone shall part us." 

" Proceed, our princely daughter," said the Em- 
press Irene ; " you have done enough to show that 
valour is precious to her who can confer fame, 
whether it be found in a Roman or a barbarian.'' 

The Princess resumed her narrative vidth some 
slight appearance of embarrassment. 

"Our movement upon {^aodicea was now re- 
sumed, and continued with good hopes on the part 
of those engaged in the march. Yet instinctive- 
ly we could not help casting our eyes to the rear, 
which had been so long the direction in which we 
feared attack. At length, to bur surprise, a thick 
eloud of dust was visible on the descent of the 
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hW^ heif ymy ^irixt-«s and l^e plaoe at wUd 
^e had halted^ Some of the tro«f8 who ijooi^osmI 
ourjrelrcMtinff hody, partiGiilarljI^ose in'tlMirear, 
heg&n to eacckini^ * Th^ Axabs! the Aiiahsr mJ 
their maDeh animtedtainore ^redpitaie i^vraBtbr 
when they hdteved lheiii8elT«B pnfmed by tfaeisw- 
my. Bnt the VaJ^ntigian gwarda ttffimed wi^ oae 
T^oice, ibsLt the d«sl wat^raised by the rewaaiiw of 
their own comnKles, wfaivMlfc in the d^enoe ef tiie 
paw, had marched off afiber hayini^ eo T«lkii% 
Huuntaiiied the station intmsled to them. They 
fortified their opiniwi by {HroHessimiai remsrira thirt 
the doud of dost was more vonoenfirated ihaa if 
nosed by the Arab hers^ and 4hey eiren pretend- 
ed to aetert, horn thehr Imowledge of snbh cases, 
that the namber of thw comrades had been nmik 
diminished in the actiim. Some Syrian hoaBemen, 
despofedbed to reeowraitre the approaehiBg body, 
brought intdligenee eorreqponding^ with the c^- 
iik>n of the Varangiaiis in every particnhir. The 
portion of the bodyHguard had beaten l^idc the 
Arabs, and thdbr gallant leader had dain their 
chief Jead^erd, in whidi service he was moitaMy 
wmmded, as this lustery ha& already mei^iened. 
The survivors of the detachment, dkninisheid hy 
one hal^ were now on, their march to jem ihe Em- 
peror, as &st as the enenmbranoe of beanng their 
wounded to a place of safety woidd permit. 

<< The Ehnperor Alesus, with oae of theses Inril- 
Hant and benevolent ideas which marie his paternal 
character towards his soldiers, ordered all ^e llt- 
tsDS, even that fof his own most sacved vse, te be in- 
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> fttamdy sent bade to relifeve lite Md ViiiikigiiiM 
•of tte task •£ bearing' tke woottded. The sbiuts 
#f the Vftrangiand' gratitmle may be nMnre easily 
conceived than described, wh^ tkey b^dd the 
Emperor himgetf descend finnn lus litler/like an 
ordinary «aTaliar, and assume his war-horte, at the 
same time Ihat the most saiered Empress, as wdl as 
the aatiioress of this history, widi otiier princesses 
bom in the purple, mounted upon mulev, in order 
to prooeed open the march, wMk llieir litters ^»«re 
unhesitaitnigly assigned for the acoommodation of 
the iprounded mtm. This was indeed a mark, as 
urdl of military sagacity as €f{ luonanity ; for the 
relief afforded to the bearers of the wounded, en- 
aUed the sunriTors of those who had defended the 
defile at ihe fomtam, to join us sooner thim would 
otherwise have been possible. 

^ It was an awful thing to see those men who 
had left us in die ftdl sf^ndonr which military 
eijuipment gives to youth and slrengtii, again ap- 
pearing in diminished numbers-^their armour shat- 
tered-^their shields full of arrows-^their offensive 
weapons marked with blood, and tbey Uiemselves 
exhilM^g all the signs of desperate and reeent 
battle. Nor was it less interesting to remark the 
meeting of the soldiers who had been engaged, 
wHh the comrades whom tiiey had rqoined. The 
EmperOr, at the suggestion of the trusty Acou- 
loothos, permitted diem a few moments to leave 
their rados, and learn from each other the fate of 
the battle. 

^ As tho two bands mingled) it seemed a -meet- 
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inf? where grief and joy had a contest together. 
The most ragged of these barbarians, — and I who 
saw it can bear witness to the fact, — as lie wel- 
comed with a grasp of his strong hand some com- 
rade whom he had given np for lost, had his large 
blue eyes filled with tears at hearing of the loss 
of some one whom he had hoped might have sur- 
vived. Other veterans reviewed the standards 
which had been in the conflict, satisfied themselves 
that they had all been brought back in honour and 
safety, and counted the fresh arrow-shots with 
which they had been pierced, in addition to simi- 
lar marks of former battles. AH were loud in 
the praises of the brave young leader they had 
lost, nor were the acclamations less general in laud 
of him who had succeeded to the conunand, who 
brought up the party of his deceased brother — and 
whom," sud the Princess, in a few words which 
seemed apparently interpolated for the occasion, 
<< I now assure of the high honour and estimation 
4n which he is held by the author of this his- 
tory — that is, I would say, by every member of 
the imperial fiunily — ^for his gallant services in 
such an important crisis." 

Having hurried over her tribute to her friend 
the Varangian, in which emotions mingled that are 
not willingly expressed before so many hearers, 
Anna Comnena proceeded with composure in the 
part of her history which was less personal 

^ We had not much time to nuike more obser- 
vations on what passed among those brave soldiers ; 
for a few minutes having been allowed to their feel- 
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mg^ the tnunpet souided the advance towards 
I^a^dieei^ iUid we soon heheld the town, now about 
four miles from us, in fields which were chiefly 
coYered with trees. Apparently the garrison had 
abeady some notioe of our approach, for carts and 
wains were seen advancing from the gates with re- 
freshments, which the heat of the day, the length of 
ike march^ and oolumns of dust^ as well as the 
waoit of water, had rendered of the last necessity 
to ns. The soldiers joyfully mended their pace in 
order to meet the sooner with^the supplies of which 
they stood so mnch in need. But as the ciq> doth 
not carry in all cases the liquid treasure to the lips 
for which it was intended, however much it may 
be longed for, what was oqr morti^cation to be- 
hold 9 cloud of Arabs issue at frdl gallop from the 
wooded plain betwixt the Roman army and the 
city, and throw themselves upon the waggons, slay- 
ing the drivers, and making havoc and spoil of the 
contents ! This, we afiterwards learned, was a body 
of the en^ny, headed by Varanes, equal in mili- 
tary fame, among those infidels, to Jezdegerd, his 
slain brother. When this chieftain saw that it 
was probable that the Varangians would succeed 
m their desperate defence of the pass, he put hipi- 
self at the head of a large body of cavalry ; and 
as these infidels aro mounted on horses unmatched 
eitha: in speed or wind, performed a long cir- 
cuit, traversed the stony ridge of hills at a more 
northerly defile, ^d placed himself in ambuscade 
in the wooded plain I have mentioned, with the 
hope of making an une3q>ected assault upon th<* 

VOL. XLVI. H 
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EmperOT and his army, at the very time wfaen^y 
might be sapposed tti teikon upon an alM^»1lted 
retreat. This snrprtte would eertainly have taken 
phice, and it is not ^asy to say what might hxve 
been the consequence, had not the unexpected ap- 
pearance of the train of wiaggons awakened the 
unbridled rapacity of the Arabs, in spite of their 
commander's pnnlence, and attempts to reslrain 
them. In this manner the proposed ambuscade 
was discovered. 

<< But Varanes, willing still to gain some advan- 
tage from the rapidity o£ his moTements, assem- 
bled as many of his horsemen as could be collected 
from the spoil, and pushed forward towards the 
Romans, who had stopt short on their march at so 
unlooked for an apparidon. There was an un- 
certainty and wavering in our first raises which 
made their hesitation known even to so poor a judge 
of military demeanour as myself. On the con- 
trary, the Varangians joined in a unanimous cry 
of < Bills'* (that is, in their language, battle-axes) 
Uo the front!' and the Eknperor's most gracious 
will acceding to their valorous desire, they pressed 
forward from the rear to the head of the column. 
I can hardly say how this manoeuvre was executed, 
but it was doubtless by the wise dire<^ions of my 
most serene father, distinguished for his presence of 
mind upon such difficult occasions. It was, no doid>t, 
much facilitated by the good will of the troops 
themselves ; the Roman bands, called the Immor- 

^ VillehArdouIn' says, « Les Anglois et Danols malfi Ueo 
mmbattoient avee *eur8>A«o)b«i^** 
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'tdk^'flllvwing^ M it seemed tOfme» neileflft^eeife to 
ftttjisBio the resT) thnn did the rViuraiigiaB» to'oeou* 
pjrtheplaeee whkh the/IinoH»*tali left vteaot in 
firont^ The mancNiTTe was «o happily exeouled, 
Mm befi^re Varaiies and \m Arabs had amved at 
the van of our tro<^, lliey foond it ocoopied by 
. the inflexible goar d of nort^m • soldiers. I might 
' h$9Fe seen with my own eyeS) amd called upon them 
ias «ffe evidwAees of that which chanced upon the 
occasion. But, to confess the truth, my eyes were 
Httle used to look upon such sights ; for of Va- 
nmes's charge I only beheld, as it were, a thick 
ddad of dust rapidly driYen forward, through which 
were seen lite glittering points of lances, and the 
waving plmnes of turbaned cavaliers imperfectly 
visible. The tecbir was so loudly uttered, that I 
was scarcely aware that ketUe-drums and brazen 
cymbals were sounding in concert with it. But 
this wild and outrageous storm was met as effec- 
tnally as if encountered by a rock. 

'* The Varangians, unshaken by the furious 
charge of . the Arabs, received horse and rider 
witli a shower of blows from their massive battle- 
axes^ which the bravest of the enemy could not fsice, 
w» the strongest endure. The guards strengthened 
their ranks also, by the hindmost pressing so dose 
npon those that went before, after the manner of 
the ancient Macedonians, that the fine-limbed, 
thougk 8%ht steeds of these Idumeans could not 
make the least inroad upon the northern phalanx. 
The bravest men, the most gallant horses, fell in 
the first rank. The weiichtY, though short, horse 
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jftTeHnt, flung from tfi« f«ar caaks of the k^ 
VarangiaDs, with good aim and stardy anD» oom- 
pleHed tAtB ooi^ifion of Ae nwnilnnts, who paud 
their hack in afirighti and fled from ^ field in 
total oonfiision^ 

** The enemy thns r^pukod, we proceeded on 
iiHT march, and only h^ted when we recoTflciBd 
our half-^undered waggone. H^^^abo^ seme 
invidiens remarfce were made hy cedain ^oersof 
the interior of ike houaehold, who had been on 
duty over tlie 8loreB» and having fled from tkeir 
posts on the aasanlt of the anfidels had oidy re- 
turned upon their being repvliied. These m^t 
^nick in malice, though slow in periloua service, re- 
ported that, on this occasMn, the Varangianaso&r 
forgot their 4uty as to consume a part of the sacred 
wine reserred for the impenal lips ahme. It 
would be criminal to dieny that this was a great 
and culpable oversight} nevertheless, our imperial 
hero passed it over as a pardonable oflence s re^ 
marking, in a jesting OEianuer, that since he had 
drank the ml^ as they termed it, of his trusty guard, 
the Varangians had acquired 4i rijg^t to qaenoh tke 
thirst, and to relierre the fatigue, wbich they had 
undergone that dniy in his defence, though they 
used for these purposes the sacred contents of the 
imperial cellar. 

^ In the meantime, the cavalry of the army wese 
despatched in pursuit of the fogitive Arabs; and 
having succeeded in drrnEng them behind the <^ain 
of hills which had so recently divided <hmn from 
the RoHNins, the im^derial arms m^ht justly be 
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considered as harhig obtained a complete and glo* 
Hous victory. 

" We are now to mention the rejoicings of the 
citizens of Laodicea, who> haring witnessed from 
their ramparts, with alternate fear and hope, the 
fluctuations of the battle, now descended to con- 
gratulate the imperial conqueror." 

Here the fair narrator was interrupted. The 
principal entrance of the apartment flew open, 
noiselessly indeed, but with both folding leaves at 
once, not as if to accommodate the entrance of an 
ordinary courtier, studying to create as little dis- 
turbance as possible, but as if there was entering 
a person, who ranked so high as to make it indif- 
ferent how much attention was drawn to his mo- 
tions. It could only be one bom in the purple, 
or nearly allied to it, to whom such freedom was 
lawful ; and most of the guests, knowing who were 
Hkely to appear in tiiat Temple of the Muses, an- 
ticipated* from the degree of bustle, the arrival 
of Nioephonis Briennius, the son-in-law of Alexius 
Comnenus, the husband to the fair historian, and in 
the rank of Ceesar, which however did not at that 
period imply, as in early ages, the dignity of second 
person in the empire. The policy of AJexius had 
roterposed more than one person of condition be- 
tween the CsQsar and his original rights and rank, 
which had once been second to Uiose only of the 
Bmper<Mr himself. 
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CHAPTER v. 

The tterm inereMet— 'tis no aumj thewer. 
Fostered in the moist breaat of March or April, 
Or such a« parched Sammer cools his lip with : 
Heaven's windows are (Lung wide ; the inmost deeps 
Call in hoarse greeting one npon another ; 
On Qomet the Hood in all its foaming horrors, 
And Where's the dike shall stop it ! 

The Dehige, a Poem. 

The distinguished indiyidual who entered war 
a noble Grecian, of stately presence, whose habit 
was adorned with every mark of dignity, saving 
those which Alexins had declared sacred to the 
Emperor's own person, and that of the Sebasto- 
crator, whom he had established as next m rank to 
the head of the Empire. Nicephorns Briennins, 
who was in the bloom of youth, retained aS the 
marks of that manly beanty which had mad^ th^ 
match acceptable to Anna Comnena ; while politi- 
cal considerations, and the desire of attaching a 
powerful house as friendly adherents of the throne, 
recommended the union to the Emperor. 

We have already hinted that the royal bride 
had, though in no great degree, the very donbtfiil 
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advantage of years. Of her literary talents we 
have seen tokens. Yet it was not believed by 
those who best knew, that, with the aid of those 
claims to respect, Anna Comnena was successful 
in possessing the unlimited attachment of her hand- 
some husband. To treat her with apparent neglect, 
her connexion with the crown rendered impossible ; 
while, on the other hand, the power of Nicepho- 
ros's &mily was too great to permit his being dic- 
tated to even by the Emperor himself. He was 
possessed of talents, as it was believed, calculated 
both for war and peace. His advice was, therefore, 
listened to, and his assistance required, so that he 
claimed complete liberty with respect to his own 
time, which he sometimes used with less reg^ar 
attendance upon the Temple of the Muses, than 
the goddess of the place thought herself entitled to, 
or than the Empress Irene wi^ disposed to exact 
on the part of her daughter. The good-humoured 
Alexius observed a sort of neutrality in this matter, 
and kept it as much as possible from becoming 
visible to the public, conscious that it required the 
whole united strength of his family to maintain his 
place in so agitated an empire. 

He pressed his son-in-law's hand, as Nicepho 
nm, passing his father-in-law's seat, bent his knee 
ia token of homage* The constrained manner of 
the Empress, indicated a more cold reception of her 
son-in-law, while the faur muse herself scarcely 
deigned to signify her attention to his arrival, 
when her handsome ma^ assumed the vacant, seat 
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by im (fido^ wkkh we liaTe skeiBldf made inMlvri^ 

There was an awk^hurd pause, during^ wMdi "ffii 
uiiipeiiaJi 8on«iA4awv coldly reeeired whefi b6 W- 
pected 10 be weloomod, alstempted to ent^ !ft^ 
some ligkl coiiF^rsatdon with the hir dare A^laorib; 
who k»ete bdbkid hec mistress. This was hiter- 
mpted by the Princess oommandtng her attendant 
to enclose die manuscript within its a|)propriafe 
ea^ket, and convey it with her owti hand^ to i9fi§ 
cabinet of Apollo, the usual scene of the Prificcfs^i 
stndiet^ ttB the temple of the Muses wad that cotf - 
monly dedicated to ker recitations^ * * 

The Emperor himself was the first to breafe'ati 
unpleasant silence. ^ Fair sou^in^Iaw,** he 6ld$ 
<' thoi^h it new wears something late in the'fiight, 
you wUl do yoursdf wrong if you permit our AtaA, 
to send away that volume, ndth whidi l^s t6a^ 
pany have be^i 4o ddeotably entertained that they 
may well say, that the desert hatib produced ro^ 
and (he barren rocks have poured forth naXk ind 
honey, so i^reeable is the narrative of a toilsomy 
and dangerous campaign, in the laiignage of dW 
daughter." 

'« The Csesar," said ^e Empress, ** seemis t<l 
have little taste f&t such dainties as this ihtxdly dttr 
produce. He hath of late repeatedly absented ISMf* 
s^ from this Temple d the Muses, and ibund 
doubtless more agfreeable conversation and nsaia^ 
ment elsewhere." ^' 

<< I trust, madam," said Nicephoms, **'^beA mf 
taste may vindicate me frem 1^ diac^e i^lMtf 
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Botit k Qatiiral ihal o«r aaned inAer aki^^M ht 
most delighted with the milk and honey wWh is 
ppdoMd £»* hit own spMid use*'' 

Tbtf Pntioeds npoke in the tone of a handsome 
woman offended hj her lover, and feding the 
offNaee, yet not mditpoted to a reconciHaiiOB. 

" If,'' she said, << the deeds of Nieephoras Brl- 
flDrnns are less frequently o^braled in that poor 
C9U of parchment than those of my illustrious 
father, he must do ne the justice to remember tlmt 
such wu» his own special request ; either proceed- 
ing from that modesty which is justly ascribed to 
him as serving to sofiten and adorn his other attrl- 
h9te% or because he willi justice distrusts his wife's 
power t& compose their eidogium/' 

^ We will then summon back Astarte," said the 
JSmpres% <* w]m> cannot yet have carried her offer- 
ing to the cabinet of ApoUo*" 

>* With your imp^al plea^nre," said Nicephoms, 
''it might ineense the Pythian god were a deposit 
to-be recalled of whidi he alone can fitly estimate 
lb?, value* I came iudier to speak widi the Em- 
pen)? upon pressing afiairs of state, and not to hold 
a literary conversation with a company vMith. I 
Bow^.iueeds say is something of a miscellaneous 
ciescriptio|i» since I behold an ordinary lifeguards- 
iD|iQ;ii» the impetial cirde." 
i *.'; By the rood, son^-law>*' said Alexius, « you 
do l^gaOant man wrong. He is tiie brother of 
that brave Anglo- Dane who secured the victory at 
{#p4k0a^^by his valiant conduct and death $ he him- 
i«t|^^ JS^iBk4-4ir Edward^-^^ Het^^rard^ 
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to yivhom we «re ever bevKl for seeuriBg dia8«0i> 
cess of that yictorious day. He was eaHed w^ ew 
presence, 80ii*iii-l«w, unce it imports lliat you 
should know so mxtthf to refirelh the memory o{ 
my Follower, Achflles Tactiiis, as well as mineewa, 
coneemittg' some transactions of tbe day of wiif^ 
we had become in some degree oblivions. "^ 

** Truly, impenal or," answered BrienninSy ^< I 
grMve that, by having mtruded on such important 
researches, I may have, in some degree, intercept- 
ed a portion of tiut light which is to illuniinate 
fnture ages. Methinks that in a battle-field, foq^ 
under your imperbd guidance, and that of your 
great obtains, your evidence might well supenede 
the testimony of such a mim as this. — ^L^ m« 
kiM>w,'' he added, turning kwghtily to the Varaa- 
gian, ** what partu^ular. tiiou canst add, that is un* 
noticed in the Princess's narrative ?" 

The Varangian repMed instantly, <' Only that 
when we made a halt at the fountain, the music 
that was there made by the ladies of the Empe^ 
ror's househoMi and particularly by those two 
whom I now behold, was the most , exquisite that 
ever reached my ears." 

** Hah ! darest thou to speak so audadous an 
opinion ?" exclaimed Nicephorus ; *' is it for such 
as thou to suppose for a moment that the music 
which the wife and daughter of the Emperor might 
condescend to make» was intended to aJford either 
matter of pleasure or of criticism to every plebeian 
barbarian who might hear them ? Begone from 
this place I nor dare, on any pretext, again to ap* 
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peftr4>dftire iidii« eye g mA er flioynmce always of 
otfr imperial fathaf's pknsinre.'' 
'*The Varangian b^t hia looks upon A<^iille0 
Tatios, as tiie person from wlioiii ke was to take 
his ^nkts to stay or i^^thdraw. But the Emperor 
hiinself toc^ up llie subjeet with eoaaideraUA dig- 
nity- 

' ^ Son,** he said, ^ we cannot permit this. On 
a^dennt of some love quanrel» as it would seem, 
behrixt you and our daughter, you aUow yourself 
«ttkilgely to forget oar imperial rank, and to order 
ftteiA 3nr presence those whom we have pleased to 
es3k' to att^id us. TMs is neither right nor seemly, 
nor fs it our pleasure tiiat this same Hereward--* 
of Edward — or whatever be his name — either leave 
us at this present moment, or do at any time here- 
after regulate himself by any commands save our 
own, or those of our Follower, Achilles Tatins. 
And now, allowing tiiis foolish afiair, which I 
thtnk "was blown among us by the wind, to pass as 
it (same, without ^eurther notice, we crave to know 
the grave matters of state which brought you to 
our preisence at so late an hour. — Yon look again 
at this Varangian. — Withhold not your wordn* I 
pray you, on account of his presence ; f(»r l»e stands 
as high in our trust, and we are convinced M'ith as 
good reason, as any counsellor who has been sworn 
our domestic servant.** • 

'^ To hear is to obey," returned the Emperor's 
sbn-ih-law, who saw that Alexius was somewhat 
nM)ved, and knew that in such cases it was neither 
sale nor expedient to drive him to extremity. 
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<< Wb«t i htve to 8Sf," emitiiiaed he, ^'nnst w 
to<m be pablic news, that it little nuittera who 
bears it; and yet the West, so f^l of strange 
changes, never sent to the Bastern half of the 
globe tiding* so alarming as those I now come to 
tell yoor Imperial Highness, finrope, to borrow 
an expression from this lady, who honours me 
by calHng me has band, seems fooeeaed from its 
fbandations and about to precipitate itself opon 
Asia" 

** So I did express myself," said the Princew 
Anna Comnena, '* and, as I tmst, not altogether 
uaforcibly, when we first heard that the wild impoke 
of those restless barbarians of Europe had driven a 
tempest as of a ^Uiousand nations upon our western 
frontier, with the extravagant purpose, as they 
pretended, of possessing themselves of Syria, and 
the holy places there marked as the sepulchres of 
prophets, the martyrdom of saints, and the great 
events detailed in the blessed gospel. But that 
st<Nnn, by all accounts, hath burst and passed away, 
and we well hoped that the danger had gone with 
lU Devoutly shall we sorrow to find it other* 
wise." 

<< And otherwise we must expect to find i^** 
said her husband. <^ It is very true, as reported to 
us, that a huge body of men of low rank, and little 
understanding, assumed arms at the instigation of 
a mad hermit, and took the road from Germany to 
Hungary, expecting mirades to be wrought in thdr 
favour, as when Israel was guided through the 
wilderness by a pillar of flame and a cloud. But 
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uo showers of inapo^ or of quaik relif ved tbeir 
neeessitieii^ or prodanofid them the choaen peqptW 
of God. ^o waters gushed from the rock C»r their 
refreshment. They were enraged at their sviiior* 
iogs^ and endeayoored to obtain sup^ies by pil- 
laging the country. The HuDgarians> and other 
nations on our western frontiers, Christians, like 
themselves, did not hesitate to &11 upon this dis- 
orderly rabble ; and immense piles ei bonesy in wild 
passes and unfrequented deserts, attest the calami- 
tons defeats which extirpated these unholy pil- 
grims." 

'< All thi^" said the Emperor, *' we knew beftve; 
—but what new evil now threatens, sinoe we hare 
iklready escaped so important a one ? " 

^ Knew before ? " said the Prince Nicephorus. 
** We knew nothing of our real 4anger before, 
save that a wild herd of animals, as brutal and as 
furious as wild bulls, threatened to bend their way 
to a pasture for which they had formed a £uicy, 
and deluged the Grecian empire, and its vicinity, 
in their passage, expecting that Palestine, with its 
streams of milk and honey, once more awaited 
them, as Ood's predestined people. But so w^ 
and disorderly an invasion had no terrors for a ci- 
vilised nation like the Romans. The brute herd 
was terrified by our Greek fire ; it was snared and 
sihot down by the wild nations who, while they 
pretend to indepeiid^ioe, cover our frontier as with 
a protecting fortification. The vile muldtade has 
been consumed even by the very,q«ality of the 
provisions thrown in their wayr--4hose wise means 
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of fesistimee wliidi tntre at onoe suggefllad hf^e 
paternal care of the fimperor, and hj Us woM- 
ing poliey. Thus wisdom has played its part^'ssd 
the bark over wbidi the tempest had poured its 
thnnder, has eseapedtiiotwilhstanding all itSTio* 
lence. But the second storm, by which the hr- 
mer is so closely followed, is of a new descent 4)f 
these Western nations, more formidable dian any 
which we or our filers hare yet seen. H^ con- 
sists not of the ignorant or of the fanstical-^not ot 
the base, the needy, and ilie improyident Now^- 
all that wide Europe possesses of whait is wise aad 
worthy, brave and noble, are united by the most 
religions vows, in tlie same purpose." 

** And what is tiiat purpose ? Speak pUualy,'* 
said Alexins. ** The dc»tm(ition of our whole Ro- 
man empire, and the blotting out the very name 
of its chief from among the princes of the earth, 
among which it has long been ]Hredominant» can 
alone be an adequate motire for a c<Hifoderaey such 
as thy speech infers." 

'' No such design is ayowed,** said Nioephoms ; 
** and so many princes, wise men, aad statesmen 
of eminence, aim, it is pretended, at nothing else 
than the same extravagant purpose announced by 
the brute multitude who first appeared in these 
regions. Here, most gracious Emperor, is a scroll, 
in which you will find marked down a list of the 
various armies which, by different routes, are ap- 
proaching the vicinity of the empire. BehoW, 
Hugh of Vermandois, called from his dignity Hngh 
the Great, has set sail from the shores of Italy, 
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Twentf koightB faoFe wireadj aaaoiuced theii eo- 
'mhig, sheallied in nanmofta of sleel, inlaid with 
gold, bearing this prond greeting :-*-' Let the Em- 
feroT of Grreeee, and his lieutenants^ understand 
liiat Hugo, Earl of Vermaiidois, is approaching 
his territories. He is brother to the king of kings 
— The King of France,* namely — and is attended 
by the flower of the French nobility. He bears 
the blessed banner of St Peter, intrusted to his 
victorious care by the holy successor of the apostle, 
and warns thee of all this, that thou mayst provide 
a reception suitable to his rank.' " 

*' Here are soundhig words," said the Emperor; 
** but the wind whidi whistles loudest is not al- 
ways most dangerous to the vesseL We know 
something of this nation of France, and have heard 
more. They are as petulant at least as they are 
valiant ; we will flatter llieir vanity till we get 
time and opportunity for more effectual ''defence. 
Tush ! if words can pay debt, there is no fear of 
our exchequer becoming insolvent. — What fdlows 
here, Nicephorus ? A list, I suppose, of the fol- 
lowers of this great count ?" 

*^ My liege, no ! " answered Nicephorus Brien- 
nius ; ** so many independent chiefs, as your Im- 
perial Highness sees in that memorial, so many 

* Ducange poura out a whole ocean of autboritiei to shovr 
that the King of France was in those days styled Rex, by 
way of eminence. See his notes on the Alexiad. Anna 
CoBunena^n her history makes Hugh of Vtrmandoia asnimt 
to himself the titles which coold only, in the most enthusiastie 
iPrencbman's opinion, haye been claimed by his elder brother 
the reigning monarch. 
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utd^pcnd^t Enrepesn armieB are advancn^ b« 
diffbrenl r^Miles towards tke East, and annomiot 
the conquest of Palestine from the infidels as their 
common object." 

^ A dreadful enumeration,'' said the Emperor, 
as he perused the list ; << yet so far happy, that ili 
very lengtii. assure us of the impossibility that se 
nuuiy princes can be seriously and cimsistentiy 
united in so wfld « prefect* Thus already my eyes 
catch the welMcnown name of an old friend, omr 
f'nemy — ^for such are the alternate chances of peace 
and war-^Bohemond oi Antiodi. Is not he the 
son of the celefafated Robert of Apulia, so renown- 
ed among his countrymen, who raised hims^ to 
the rank of grand duke from a »mple cavalier, and 
became sovereign of those of his warlike natioB 
both in Sicily and Italy ? Did not the standards 
of the G^man Emperor, of the Roman Pontiff, 
nay^ our own impmal banners, give way before 
him ; until, equally a wily statesnuin and a brave 
warrior, he became the terror of Europe, from 
being a knight whose Norman castle would have 
been easily garrisoned by six crossbows, and bs 
many lances ? It is a dreadful family, a race of 
crafr as well as power. But Bohem<md, the son 
of old Robert, will follow his father's pcditics. He 
may talk of Palestine and of the interests of Chris- 
tendom, but if I can make his interests the same 
with mine, he is not likely to be guided by any 
other object. So then, with the knowledge I al- 
ready possess of his wishes and projects, it may 
chance that Heaven sends us an ally in the guise 
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of an ^aeay.**- Wkom hare we next ? . Qod&^y * 
Ddce of 'Boa^oi»^-4eadiogf i see, a moBt farmida- . 
bls'teadfrom the baoka <^ a kuge river «aUed the 
Rhine. What is this person's character ? " 

^ A« we hear," replied Nieephoriis, *^ this God- 
frey is one of the wisest, noblest, and bravest of 
the leaders who have thus strangely pi^ themselves 
in motion ; and among a list of independent princes, 
2» many in mmiber as those who assembled £or 
the siege of Troy, and followed, most of them, by 
snbjecte ten times more nnmerous^ this Godfrey 
may be r^arded as the Agamemnon. The princes 
and counts esteem him, because he is the £oremost 
in the ranks of those whom they fantastically call 
Knights, and also on account of the good £EUth and 
gaaierosity which he practises in all his transactions. 
The clergy g^ve him credit for the highest zeal 
for the doctrines of religion, and a corresponding 
respect for the churdi and its <Hgnitaries. Justice, 
liberality, and frankness, have equally attached to 
this Godfrey the lower class of the people. His 
general attention to moral obligations is a pledge 
to them that hb religion is real ; and, gifted with 
80 much that is excellent, he is already, although 
inferior in rank, birth, and power to many diiefs 
of the crusade, justly regarded as one of its princi- 
pal leaders." 
^Pily,'' said the £knperor, <'that a character 

* Godfrey of Bouillon, Duke of Lower Lorraine— the great 
Captain of the first Crusade, afterwards King of Jerusalem. 
See Gibbon,«or Mills, pamm. 

you XLTI. 1 t 
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«nik at yott <tei*iM iiAa Pi^iM to b^ wkoM te 
under the dominion o# a iuMNienm tfcare^iMnl; 
of^ Pefcsr the Hcrndti or diO'«bwiiirii rnvklMi^ 
i^ck he led, or of the Yery Ms iduehr ha ro^ 
Qpotit ifvindil atei^ to^lifaikths wisest o#Ab 
first BaMHoAt whemwt) inriieidy vemnf liuit it nn 
away towakds Buropo^as SDoaat water andhariey 
bttoaine acoroe** . < - . . 

<^M%ht 1 he pemrilttori hAr» to speak} mi yet 
lire,'* said Afelmittflj ^ I woidd remark^ tiiat ths 
Patriareb himietf Mads a siniilar vstreat so stem 
ashfewshecameplenftyaadfeodaearoai' . 

<< Thou liast lot lt» AgehiMet,* taid tiw-fimpc^ 
ror; **\mt the qnestbn ttowis^ 9^ether an ho^ 
nonrable and inqportaat jsni i cip ality oonld ntt^to 
formed ont of part of die previnceB df the Letter 
Asia, now Imd waste by the 'Dotrks. Sndi a priM- 
pslity, methiilks, wMi its rarioas advantages tf 
soO, dimate, mdostiioas hrinbitaiits^ aad « health 
atmosphere^ wore wdl wordi the inoratsis of 
Bonillon. It might be held as a depeatbute iqwa 
the saorkl A^man empire, and garrisoned, as k 
were, by Oodfi^ey and hit viotonons Franks, woald 
beabnlwarkofttiiatpo^ta our just andttttred 
person. Ha! mostr holy Ptatrinroh,woiM not sMh 
aprospeet skake the most deront Crusader^ attadv- 
ment to the baming tands of Palestine ?* 

^ Bspecially^'' answered 1^ Patriarch, ««if Ikt 
prince for whom sudi a rieh iheme * was ohaag^ 
.into a feudal appanage, shotM be previoudy con- 

« Thki Imvincet we called Thuipi. 
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lhe^JSflip«rory with • dueiiiffiBotatioi^ o£ignLyily» 
I0lwidi||rtaii4iiig he wte jnttmaHf ioolnMEeiifl iiD|P 
eftmihe had hew ^eoit^bUed^ b^i atattriiiBteimflMi 
te admky not oaly Latm* Ghii9tiiuie» bu^Mn^^ 
and other heretics, nay Mahomedanr \hwfaHnm% 
ID^ the -nimiber of Us tiib|ait% aad fliat wUhont 
ei^»eraeBc^ag <^NiHtioB from the.iseraplefrof.the 
Falriarch. '« Hera I fiad^" eontmved the Eaqwrnvr, 
<< sBch a ntuneroiia Ikt i^|)riiioes ttid.fmiapdkieii 
ia the act of a{^roafihiilg <mr boimdarieB,.«8- might 
w^ rhral the armies ^old,' vrho'ire)re«iadtof have 
draik up rivers, ieadiaiinlecl realms and lirode»d«im 
Imsta, in their wasteM adyaneei.* As fae* pra*- 
BooBoed these womU, a 'shade af pidMiess came 
over die Imperial hrow, ainuiar to itiiat'which faad 
already dotted in aadnass mast of his cauasiilors^ 
<< Tiua war of nations^'' said NkephenMr '< has 
dsQ QU>eaaataa«es disthigaiahii^ it irom .every 
othor, esve that which his Jmpmal Iflghaess iiath 
waged in former timea agaaast those whom we are 
acenatomed to call Fradbi* We mast ga fortib 
against a fieoj^e to whcmi the staiis of oembat is as 
thalireal^^ their fiostrils ; who, rather than sot 
be engaged in waif»'wiU do>hatde with their nearest 
asighboars, tind k^habnge eadi other to mortal 
igh^ at laaoh in sport as we wvmld defy a comrade 
to^a chariot raoe. They are covered wbk aa inn 
penetrable armour of sted, defending them from 
blows of the iMiceand sword» and which the un-* 
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common strength of their horses renders them alte 
to support, though one of ours could as weS bear 
Mount Olympus upon his loins. Their foot ranks 
carr3r a missile weapon unknown to us, termed aif 
arbelast, or crossbow. It is not drawn with the 
right hand, like the bow of other nations, but by 
placing the feet upon the weapon itself, and pull- 
ing with the whole force of the body ; and it des- 
patches arrows called bolts, of hard wood |K>inted 
with iron, which the strength of the bow can send 
through the strongest breastplates, and even 
ttu-ough stone walls, where not of uncommon 
thickness." 

" Enough, ** said the Emperor ; " we have seen 
with our own eyes the lances of Prankish knights, 
and the crossbows of their infantry. If Heaven 
has allotted them a degree of bravery, which to 
other nations seems wellnigh preternatural, the Di- 
vine will has given to the Greek councils that wis- 
dom which it hath re^ed to barbarians ; — the art 
of achieving conquest by wisdom rather than brute 
force, — obtaining by our skill in treaty advantages 
which victory itself could not have procured. If 
we have not the use of that dreadful weapon, which 
our son-in4aw terms the crossbow. Heaven, in its 
^vour, has concealed from these western barbarians 
the composition and use of the Greek fire, — ^wellso 
called, since by Grecian hands alone it is prepared, 
and by such only can its lightnings be darted i^n 
the astonidied foe." The Emperor paused, and 
looked around him ; and although the fstces of his 
4rouiu(«llors still looked blank he boldly proceeded : 
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-•— ^Bnt to retnni yet again to this black scroll, coih- 
taining the names of those nations who approach 
our Irontier, here occur more than one with which, 
methinks, old memory should make us familiar, 
though our recollections are distant and confused, 
it becomes us to know who these men are, that we 
may avail ourselves of those feuds and quarrels 
among them, which, being blown into life, may 
happily divert them from the prosecution of this 
extraordinary attempt in which they are now uni- 
ted. Here is, for example, one Robert, styled Duke 
of Normandy, who commands a goodly band of 
counts, with which title we are but too well ac- 
quainted ; of earls^ a word totally strange to us, 
but apparently some barbaric title of honour; — 
and of knights whose names are compounded, as 
we think, chiefly of the French language, but also 
of another jargon, which we are not ourselves com- 
petent to understand. To you, most reverend and 
most learned Patriarch, we may fittest apply for 
informiution on this subject.'' 
i " The duties of my station," replied the patri- 
arch Zosimus, '^ have withheld my riper years from 
studying the history of distant realms; but the 
wise Agelastes, who hath read as many volumes as 
would fill the shelves of the famous Alexandrian 
library, can no dqubt satisfy your Imperial Majes- 
ty's enquiiies." 

Agelastes erected himself on those enduring 
legs which had procured him the surname of £le- 
phanty and began a reply to the enquiries of the 
.Emperor, rather remarkable for readiness » than 
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aooomeyi ^l hnre read," said he, <<iii that bril- 
liaae nhrroi* whl(^ reflecU the dmeof ourfath^V; 
tk» ▼t^iniet of die leariied Procoplns, that the 
pcitple eeparately called Normans and Angles are 
in tnA 4;he same race, and that Normandy, some- 
times 'So called^ is. in fact a part of a dtstriet (A 
Gaid« Beyond, and nearly opposite to it, bat sepa- 
raied by att arm of the sea, fies a ghastly region, 
on^ wkieh isk>ttd8 and tempests for ever rest, and 
whidt is weU known to its condnental neighbonrs 
as. the* «i>ode to whi^ departed spirits are sent 
afiter thisr tife. On one side of the strait dwell a 
hm ftshmmeBy men possessed of a strange charter, 
and enjoying lingular privOeges, in consideration 
of their being the living ferrymen who, perform- 
ing the office of the heathen Charon, carry the 
sparitaof the departed to the island whidb is their 
Msidenoe after death. At the dead of night, these 
fishermen are^ in rotation, summoned to perfbriQ 
the duty by which they seem to hdkd the permis- 
sion to reside on this strange coast. A knock is 
heard at the ckMRp of his cotti^ who holds the turn 
of this skigolar serrice, sonnded by no mortal hand. 
A wJusperiiig, as of a decaying brl^ese, smnmons 
tJM-teryman to his dnty. He hastens to his bark 
on the sea^shore^ and has no sooner launched it 
than he pareeirea its hnU sink sens9)ly in the water, 
so as to express the weight of the dead with whom 
il is £Eed.'' No form is seen, and tiiough roiees are 
haird» yet- the aocenis lire midistinguishal^ as of 
ote wlm speaks in his deep. Thus he trarersc^i' 
tba^stcait between the continent and the island. 
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intpr^ssed with ^ mysterious iiw» nrbick afiMr 
the liviogp when they wre cpa^ns ofiUm fvetenee 
of the dead. They, arriye upoa the oppositd ooast, 
where the cUfik of white, Asik form a ^tru^ eon* 
teadt with die «teniAl d^xknen of Ibe^atmofphere^ 
They 91^ at > » ]««diiig-plao» apponited, but duem* 
bark not^ ftr the Iwd is neTcr irodiUa by eaitUy 
feet. H^r^tbctpoafiiigeibQat is gradually Ughteaed 
(i its unearthly inmat^a^ who wander fcMrtkihi the 
way Appointed to them> while the marinera slowly 
jt^Uxm to their own side of tho strait, having per- 
formed for the timet this singuhur serviee, by whidi 
they hold their fishing-huts and their. poesessions 
on that strango coast" Here he oeased, and the 
Emperor replied, — 

<< If this legend be actually told us by Proco* 
pins, most learned Agelflstes^ it shows diat tiiat 
celebrated historiwa cametmore near i^ haathen 
than the Christian belief respecting the future 
state. In troth, this is little .more ^n thb old 
faUe of the infernal Styx. Procopinsy we belioT^, 
Ured bel^e the decay ^f heathenism^ and, as we 
wDidd gladly disbelieve much whieh he hath told 
us r^eeting our anoestor and predecessor Justi- 
nian, so we will not pay him much credit in future 
in point o£ gec^praphical kaowledge«-^«Maimwhile, 
what ula thee, AdiiBes Tatius^ and why dost thou 
whisper wilfti that sQldier?" 

*< My head," answered Achilles Tatius, ^is at 
your impmil oommand^ prompt to pay for the 
unbecoming trespass of my tongue. I did but adk 
of this Hereward hore what he kntwiof this mat- 
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ter ; for I have heard my Varangiaas repeatedlf 
call th^Asdres Anglo-Daneg, Nonnaii8» Britons, 
or some other barbaric epithet» and I am sore 
that one or other, or it may be aH, of these barba- 
rons sounds, at difierent times senre to designato 
the birth-place of these exiles, too happy in bang 
banished from the dai^ess of barbarism, to the 
Imninons yicinity of yomr imperial presence." 

'' Speak, then, Varangian, in the name of He»« 
. Ten," said the Emperor, ** and let ns know whether 
we are to lo<^ £afr friends or enemies in those m^ 
of Normandy who are now iqyproadiiBg our fr^mi- 
tier. Speak with courage, man ; and if thou appre- 
boldest xLanger, remember thou senrest a (Hrince 
well qualified to protect thee." 

^ Since I am at liberty to q>eak," answered the 
life-guardsman, '' although my knowledge of the 
Greek language^ whidi you term the Roman, is 
but slight, 1 trust it is enough to demand - of hift 
Imperial Highness, in place of all pay, donative, or 
gift whatsoYer, since he has been pleased to talk 
of designing such for me, that he would place me 
in the first line of battle which shall be fi»ined 
against these same Normans, and their Duke Ro- 
bert ; and if he pleases to allow me the aid of suck 
Varang^ns as« for lore of me, or hatred of then' 
ancient tyrantsy may be disposed to join their arms 
to mine, I have little doubt so to settle our loi^ 
accounts with these men, that the Greiuan eagles 
and wolres shall do them the last office, by tearii^ 
the fiesh from their bones." 

*^ What <keadfal fWd is tlns^ my sol^er^^^said 
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the Emperor, ^ that after so many yean still drivMi 
thee to sach extremities when the very ranne of 
N^Hrmandy is mentioned?" 

** Your Imperial Highness shall he judged said, 
the Varangian. ^ My fietthers, and those of most* 
though not all of the corps to whom I hekmgy 
are descended from a valiant race who dwelt in 
the North of Grermany, called Anglo-Saxons. No<« 
hody, save a priest possessed of the art of consult- 
ii^ ancient chronicles, can even guess how long it* 
is since they came to the idand of Britain, then 
distracted with ciWl war. They came, howerer^ 
an the petition of the natires of the island, for the 
aid of the Angles was requested hy the southern 
inhabitants. Provinces were granted in recom* 
pense of the aid thus liberally afforded, and the 
greater proportion of the island became, by degreesi 
the property of the Anglo-Saxons, who occupied 
it at first as several principalities, and latterly as 
one kingdom, speaking the language, and observing 
the laws, of most of those who now form your inn 
perial body-guard of Varangians, or exOes. In 
process of time, the Northmen became known ;te 
the peojde of the more southern climates. They 
were so called from their coming from die distant 
r^ons of the Baltic Sea — an hnmense ocean, some^ 
times frozen with ice as hard as the cliffs of Mount 
Caucasus. They came seeking milder regions than 
I nature had assigned than at home ; and the cli* 
mate of France b^g ddightfol, and its peq^e 
slow fai batde, they extorted from them the grant 
of a large provinee^ wbich was, from the name of 
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the new uMen, <aU«d N^rmaadf i Ikoiigfc I hmw 
heard my Iktber say that was ii«»t kt propar tffd*^ 
tation. They settled there sader a Duke, wha 
admoii^edged the snperior audionty of the King* 
of France^ that is to sayi obeyiog him when it 
<(aited his conveiUMice soto do« 

'< Now, it ehaneed many years riiiee> while these 
two mktioos of Normans and Anglo-Saxons w^t 
qaietly residing npon different sides of the salt- 
water chaimel whioh divides France from Eng- 
land, that William, Duke of Normandy, suddenly 
leyied a large army, came over to Kent) which 
is on the opposite ride <^ the channeli and tbeia 
defeated in a great battle, Harold, who waa at thai 
time Kii^ of the Anglo-Saxons* It is but grief to 
tell what followed. Batdes hare been fought in 
old time, that hare had dreadftl results^ whidi 
years, nevertheless, eonld wash away ; but at Hast- 
ings — O woe's me 1 — ^the banner of my eountry 
fell, nerer again to be raised up. Oppression ht» 
driyen her wheel over us. All thi^ was TaHanl 
amongst us hare left the land ; and of Englishmen 
— for such is our im>per designation— -no one re- 
mains in England saye as the tbraU of the inyaders. 
Many men of Danish descent, who had found their 
way on diffiBrent occasions to England, were blend- 
ed in the common calamity^ All was laid desoblie 
by the command of the yictors. My £ither^s heme 
lies now an undistkignished ruin, amid an esitwi- 
sive forest, composed out of what were ftHrmerly 
fiur fielda wad demestio pastures, , whmra a manly 
race deriTed nonrbhment by cultiytting a friendly 
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s«L The fire hat ^ettroyed the charch where 
8leq> the fathers of Hiy race ; and I, the hist of 
their line, am a wanderer m other climates — a 
%hter of the battles of others — the servant of a 
foreiga, though a kind master ; in a word, one ot 
the banished — a Varangian." 

" Happier in that station,'* said Achilles Tatios, 
'*than in all the barbaric simplicity which your 
fore^thers prised so highly, since yon are now 
under the cheering influence of that smile which 
is the life of the world." 

"It avails not taking of ihis," said the Varan- 
gian, with a cold gesture. 

** These Normans," said the Emperor, " are then 
the people by whom the celebrated island of Bri^ 
tain is now conquered and governed? " 

>< It is but too true," answered the Varangian. 

^ They are, then, a brave and warlike people ? " 
-«4aid Alexius. 

'* It would be base and false to say otherwise of 
an enemy," said Hereward* '< Wrong have they 
done me, and a wrong never to be atoned ; but to 
ip«|k falsehood of them were but a woman's ven- 
fSpngp. Mortal enemies as they are to me, and 
mingling with all my recollections as that which 
is. hateful and odious, yet were the troops of Eu- 
nfj^ mustered, as it seems they are likely to be, 
no nation or tribe dared in gallantry claim the 
advance of the haughty Norman," 
. «< And this Duke Robert, who is he?" 

** That," answered the Varangian, " I cannot so 
well explaifi* He is the 8on*-the eldest son, at 
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men say, of the tyrant William, who subdued 
England when I hardly existed, or was a child in 
die cradle. That William, the victor of Hastings, 
is now dead, we are assured by concurring testH 
mony ; but while it seems his eldest son Duke 
Robert has become his heir to. the Duchy of Nor 
mandy, some other of his children have been so 
fortunate as to ac^piire the throne of England, — 
unless, indeed, like the petty ^m of some obscure 
yeoman, the fair kingdom has been divided among 
the tyrant's issne.^ 

** Concerning this,* said the Emperor, " we have 
heard something, which we shall try to reconcile 
with the soldier's narrative at leisure, holding the 
words of this honest Varangian as positive proof, 
in whatsoever he avers from his own knowledge. 
^—And now, my grave and worthy counsellors, we 
must close this evening's service in the Temple of 
the Muses, this distressing news, brought us by 
our dearest son-in-law the Caesar, having induced 
us to prolong our worship of these learned god- 
desses, deeper into the night than is consistent with 
the health of our beloved wife and daughter ; while^ 
to ourselves, this intelligence brings subject fo9 
grave deliberation.'' 

The courtiers exhausted their ingenuity inform* 
ing the most ingenious prayers, that all evil oon* 
sequences should be averted which could attend 
this excessive vigilance. 

Nicephorus and his fair bride spoke together as 
a pair equally desirous to close an accidental breach 
between i^ojMXk, ^ ^me things thou hast sdd/mi 
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Offisar,'* observed the lady, ** in detailing this dread- 
ful intelligence, as elegantly turned as if the nine 
goddesses, to whom this temple is dedicated, had 
lent each her aid to the sense and expression.** 

^^ I need none of their assistance,** answered 
Nicephorus, '' since I possess a muse of my own, 
in whose genius are included all those attributes 
which the heathens Tunly ascribed to the nine 
deities of Parnassus ! " 

** It is wen,** said the fair historian, retiring by 
the assistance of her husband's arm ; " but' if you 
will load your wife with praises far beyond her 
merits, you must lend her your arm to support her 
under the weighty burden you have been pleased 
to impose.** The council parted when the imperial 
persons had retired, and most of them sought to 
indemnify themselves in more free though less dig- 
nified circles, for the constraint which they had 
practised in the Temple of the Muses. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Vttiii man ! thou mayst etteem thy lov« as fidr 

As fond hyperboles suAct to raise. 

She may be all that*s matchless in her person. 

And all-SdMne tn soid to match her body ; 

Bat take this from m^^-lhou shalt nef«r call her 

Saperior to her ^ejc, while ang snrriTee, 

And I am her true votary. 

Aghilles Tatius, wilh his fUthful Vwncapm 
otose by hk skoidder^ mdted from the disperiBflig' 
assembly silentty and ufanost invinUy, as snow is 
dissolred ^m its AlpinO abodes as the days be* 
come more geniaL No lordly step, or clash of 
armour betokened the retreat of the military peir- 
sons. The rery idea of the necessity of gnardi 
was not ostentationsly brought forward, because^ 
so near the presence of the Emperor, the emsto* 
tion supposed to flit around that divinity of eartfaly^ 
sorereig^s, had oredit for rendering it impassive 
and unassailable. Thus the oldest and most skil- 
ful courtaersy among whom our finend Agekstei^ 
was not to be forgotten, were of opinioa IM 
although the EmpercMT employed the ministry^ 
the Varangians and other guards, it was rather 
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for form's aftl^e, than from any danger 4if lira oom- 
miseton of a erime of a kind so heinonsy tiiat it was 
the fashion to account it almost impossiUe. And 
this doctrine^ pf the rare ocemrrence of sneh a 
crime, was repeated from month to month in those 
very chambers, where it bad oftener than once been 
perpetrated, and sometimes by the rery persons 
who monthly hud scheirtes ikm msrymg some dark 
con^iracy against the reigning Emperor into posi* 
tive execniicm. 

At length the ci4>tain of the fife-gnardsmen, and 
lus fiuthfid atteQdajjit, found themselves on the out- 
side of the Blaoqueroal Fidaee. The passage which 
Achilles found f<nr tiiehr exit, was dosed by a pos- 
tern which a single Varangian shut behind them, 
drawing, at the same time, bolt and bar with an 
ill-omened and jarring aeund* Looking back at 
the mass of turrets^ battlements, andjspires, out of 
which they had at length enlarged. Here ward eouhl 
not Imt feel his heart Kgbton to find himself once 
more^, under ^ de^ blue of a Grecian heaven^ 
where the plaaets* were burning witii unusual 
\mtx»0 He sighed md rubbed JUs hands with plea* 
sureb^ like a man newly testoxed to liberty. He 
even spoke to his leader, contirary to his custom 
luiless addressed t*^<< Methinks the air of yonder 
halls» TalorQUs Captain^ carries with it a perfume, 
winch, thoi^. it may be weB termed sweet, is so 
8fli%aaang,.as to be mere witaUe to sepukhrous 
chamb^^ than to the dweUinga of men* Happy I 
sm that I am free^ as i ^ust* from ha mflnences^'' 
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thy Tile, clo<liNiii spirit ^IsMdfomi^oiira^flrtlni 
refreshment in gidios, which, imtead of caaeSBBf 
dei^ might irecall llhe 4«ad themsdves to Hfe 
Yet this I will say fbr thee» Hereward, that, hsni 
a harbftiiaii witidnflke'iMftY^W eirde of a sayafcfi 
desires and pleasures, imd luvving no idea «€ lifs^ 
save what th^u derivisst from inch vile and base 
connexions, thon art, neVerthisless, designed by tia« 
tnre for better things, and hast Ihii • day sottatned 
a trial, in which, I fear me, not even one of mine 
own noble corps, frozen as they are into lumps of on- 
fashioned barbarity, conM have equalled thy bear- 
ing. And speak now in true ^tii, hast not thoo 
been rewarded ?* 

*< That will I never deny,** said the Varangian. 
" The J)leasure of knowing, twenty-four hours per- 
haps before my comrades, that the Normans ars 
coming hither to ^dlbrd us a full revenge of vthe 
bloody day of Hastings, is a lordly recompense^ 
for the task of 8pen<!^g some hours in hearing the 
lengthened chat 6f a lady, who has written about 
she knows not what^ and the^ flattering oommcfntik 
ries of the bystanders, who pretended to give het 
an accounie of what they did not themselves SU^ 
to witness.** 

** Here ward, my good youth,* said Achilles 1%^ 
tius, ^ thou ravest, and I think I shoidd do HRfifl 
to place thee under the custody of some person «^ 
skill Too much hardihood, my valiant soldier, is 
in soberness alHed to overdarmg. It was 01^ 
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Bfttoral that tboa sfaonldit feel a beooming pride 
in ikkj late positioa ; jet, let it bat taint thee with 
▼anity, and the effeet will be little short of mad- 
neas. Wliy, thoa hast looked boldly in. the face of a 
Pnneess bom m the purple, before whom my own 
eyes, tboi^ weU ascid to aoch spectacles, are never 
raised beyond the foldings of her veiL" 

<< So be it in the name of Hearen I " replied 
Hoeward. <' Nererthelew, handsome faces were 
made te look npoa, and the ey^ of young men to 
seewithaL'* 

^ If such be thetr final end/' said Achilles, 
« never did tJiine, I will freely suppose, find a richer 
apology for the somewhat overbold license which 
thou tookest In thy gaae upon the Princess this 
evening/' 

^ Oood leader, cor Follower, whichever is your 
iiiviNirite titla»" said the Anglo* Briton, ** drive not 
te extremity la plain man, who desires to hold 
Ms dnty in all honoar to the imperial family. The 
Prineess, wife of the Ciesar, and born, you tell me, 
ai a purple colour, has now inherited, notwith- 
standing, the features of a most lovely woman. 
^ hi^ composed a history, of which 1 presume 
n«t to form a judgment, since I cannot i;nderstand 
it ; she sings like an angel ; and to conclude, after 
the iMfaioM of the knights of this day— though 1 
M not oirdinariy mith their laiiguage — I would 
sity 'cheei&lly^ tini I am ready to place myself 
i>> fists lagainsl lamy /me ychosaioeverp who dares 
dstiaoifrom ^ibauity.of tbe^iinperial Aiina Com- 
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nena's person, or from the virtiies of her mind* 
Having said this, my noble captain, we hare said 
all that it is competent for you to enquire into, 
or for me to answer. That there are handsomer 
women than the Princess, is unqaestioBahle ; and 
I question it the leas^ that I hare myself seen a 
person whom 1 think far her superior ; and witk 
that let us close the dialogue." 

** Thy beauty, thou unparalleled fbol»*^ said 
Achilles, ''must, I ween, be the daughter of the 
large-bodied northern boor, living next door to him 
upon whose farm was brought up the p««r^OB of 
an ass, curst with such intolerable want of judg- 
ment." 

<( You may say your pleasure, captMo,'* replied 
Hereward ; ** beosuse it is the safer for us both that 
thou canst not on such a topic either offend me, who 
hold thy judgment as light as thou canst ostein 
mine, or speak any derogation of a peirson whom 
you never saw, but whom, if you had seen, p^*- 
chance I might not so patiently have brooked any 
reflections upon, even at the hands of & military 
superior." 

Achilles Tatius had a good deal of the penetration 
necessary for one in his situati<m. He never pro- 
voked to extremity the daring spirits whom he 
commanded, and never used any freedom with them 
beyond the extent that he knew thmr patience cook! 
bear. Hereward waa a favourite soldier, an4 had, 
in that respect at least, a tiucere liking and regard 
for his commander : when, therefore, the FoUo^ver, 
instead of resenting his petulance, good-luuuoiired- 
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ty apologized for having hurt his feeliags> th» 
mentaiy displeasure hetween them was at aa mi ; 
the officer at onoe reassomed his superiority^ md 
the soldier sunk back with a deep sigh, ghrtoto 
some period which was long past, into his wonted 
silence and resenre. Indeed the F<^lower had 
another and farther design upon Hereward, of 
which he was as yet unwilling to do more than 
gire a distant hint. 

After a Icmg^ pause, during whidi they approadi- 
«d the barracks, a gloomy fortified building con- 
structed f(Mr the residence of their corps, the captain 
motioned his soldier to draw close up to his side, 
and proceeded to ask him, in a confidential tone— 
-*' Hereward, my friend, although it is scarce to be 
supposed that in the presence of the imperial funi- 
ly thou shouldst mark any one who did not partake 
^ their blood,, w rather, as Homer has it, who did 
not participate of the^ divine ichoTy which, in their 
sacred persons, supplies the place of that vulgar 
fluid ; yet, during eio lopg an audience^ l^ou nnghtst 
possibly, from hi» unoourtly pMW)n and attire, have 
distinguished Agelastes, whom we courtiers call the 
Elephant, from his strict observation of the rule 
which forbids any one to mt down or rest in the Im- 
perial presence?" 

<^ I thhik," replied the soldier, << I marked the 
man yoa mean ; his age was some seventy and up- 
ward8,-^a big biH'ly person ; — and tlie bdidness 
which readied to tho. top of his head was well 
atoned for by a whito beard of prodigious siae, 
wMdi descended in witving curls ever his breast. 
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and reaeb«tf to tli€ %bW^ uMi «iiicfc yg iflont imm 
girded, Instead ^ the dttsoB wmk iiMi2 bj Jlhw 
person^ ofriBlt* 

•^ Moit aoMiMt^y nmrimd, nij F4yfmiigiMi,'' flaiA 
the officer. « What dse dM8ttiMnia(^alMiit^y§ 
persoiir 

' ** ffis deak WM in itetextve as eoaise as that 
of the meanest of the people, bat k was strictiy 
dean, as if it had been the intentiea oi the vearer 
to exhHilit poy ert jf v or^a wii a iwi awi and coBteaipt of 
drem, avoiding, at the sane thne, ^every partksaltf 
irhfeh implied any thing n«§^igeirt, sordid, or dia* 
gnsting." 

*' By 6t Soph'm!" said the officer, « dioa aa> 
torrishestme! The Prophel BakMim wim net more 
snrpriaed when his ass tamed roaad bar head.aod 
spoke to him ! — And what «l8e ^st tfaon note 
concerning l^s man ? I see those who meet thee 
most beware of thy observation, aa well tas of thy 
battle-axe.^ 

" if it please yom* Valemr," answered the sol- 
dier, ^ we ESnglish hare eyes as well. as hands; hot 
it is only when discharging onr duty that we per- 
mit onr tongues to dweU on what >we hare oIhmt- 
red. I noted bnt little of this man'e coaversatioo, 
bnt from what I heard, it seemed he was not nn- 
wilfing to play what we call the jester^ or. jack- 
padding, in the eonrersation, a charaotor whidi, 
considering the man's age and j^ysiognoray, is aot, 
I shonM be tempted to say, Bataral,.bit assumed 
for some purpose of 4eepev4mport." 

" Hereward," answered histoffioer, «thoa hast 
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bosoiftt s tint man* Afftli«le8» is a fipntifidktipii, 
siidi a» eartb Inw seklom witnested. Fmae^a^ 
1^ tiiat w»dam which » feiVBer tii9«» amted the 
8ag(6fir of thii' nalite with the gods th^inneln^ 
Agelastes has the slMoe ommiag as the elder Bm-> 
tm^ who ^Kigaiaad bietalwls wd^ the semJ^taoce 
Ofaa idle jester. He apfwani to seek no office-^ 
he deiires no ceiisidTatie >i ^* ho - pays suit at court 
ottly when positiv^y required to do so ; yet what 
^mh I Mqr, ni3rsoWer, eomeliMming the canse of an 
laAseoee gMned without affMMreot effoirty and ex* 
tending almost into the ^ery th%.mght8 of men,, who 
ap]^ettr to aet as keTiNNdd dissire, witbont his solieit- 
iagth^ntf to-difl* psrpeee ? Men say Grange things 
cen^e^img the extent: ef his eoBimonieations with 
otim h«i^% whoiv onr Anthers worshipped with 
poNiyeif aqid saeriieei I am determinedr however, 
to know the road by which he climbs so hijs^ and 
80 easily towards the point to which all men as- 
pk^ at coun, aipd it wittgohtfd bat he shall either 
shiU^ his kdder with hmv or I mlJL strike its s«p* 
pdrtr from mKkr him^ The% Hereward^ I have 
di<Mll§ti to assist me in tiiis matter, aa the knights 
amOi^thttM'Frankish infideb select^ when gomg 
n^ an adi^entare^ • staidy sqaire» or iofevior at* 
tdri^aiirt, to i^re Usb dangers and the recompanse; 
a«(dillis I am moved to,;as mneh by the ahrewd- 
nftdr thoti' bust this iii|^t manifestedi as by the 
Cdiir^ whteh tlkrai^mayat hoaat^ in cemmon with, 
or rather beyond, thy companions. " 
'** rftniobli|«d, and I thaidc year Valouri '* re- 
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plied the Varangiaii, more colSLj perhaps than, hii 
effioer expected ; " I am ready^ as is my doty, to 
serre yoa in any thing consistent with God and 
the Emperor's claims apon my serrice. I would 
only say, that, as a sworn inferior soldier, I will do 
Nothing contrary to the laws of the empire, and> as 
a sincere though ignorant Christiani I will hare no* 
thing to do with the gods of the heathens, sare te 
defy them in the name and strength of the holy 
saints." 

« Idiot I" said Achilles Tatios, «dost thou think 
that I, already possessed of one of the first dig- 
nities of the empire, conld meditate. any thing 
contrary to the interests of Alexins Comnenns ? 
or, what would be scarce more atrocious, that I, 
the chosen friend and ally of the rererend Patri- 
arch Zosimus, should meddle with any thing bear- 
ing a relation, however remote, to heresy or ido- 
latry ? " 

^ "Truly," answered the Varangian, "no one 
would be more surprised or grieved than I should ; 
but when we walk in a labyrinth, we must assume 
and announce that we have a steady and forward 
purpose, which is one mode at least of keeping a 
straight path. The people of this country have so 
many ways of saying the same thing, that one caa 
hardly know at last what is their real meanong. 
We English, on the other hand, can only express 
ourselves in one set of words, but it is one out of 
which all the ingenuity of the worid oonld not ex- 
tract a double meaning.** 

** * Tis well," said his officer, «* to-morrow we will 
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talk more of this, for which purpose thoo wilt come 
to my quarters a little after sunset. And hark 
thee» to-morrow, while the sun is in heaven, shall 
he thine own, either to sport thyself or to repose. 
Employ thy time in the latter, hy my advice, since 
to-morrow niglil, like the present, may find us 
both watchers." 

So saying, they entered the barracks, where they 
parted Company — the commander of the life-guards 
taking his way to a splendid set of apartments 
which belonged to him in that capacity^ and the 
Anglo-Saxon seeking his more humble accommo- 
dations as a subaltern officer of the same oorps. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



8adi ibroM »«t not, ii«r 19 ▼■* • «uif» 

When AgrfflVi, vith all his Northern pow«r% 

Besi^ed Albracca, as romances tell. 

The city of Oallaphron, i^rou llh^nce to win 

The fatreol of her sefc, Angollfea, . 

His dauf htery soof ht by many pfowess'd kn^ht% 

Both Faynim, and the Peers of Charlemagne. ' 

PartuBae RegfOimmt 

s 

Early on the morniDg of the day foUowmg that 
which we have commemorated, the Imperial CrOiiii« 
cil was assembled, where the number of general 
officers with sounding titles, disguised under a thin 
▼eil the real weakness of the Grecian empire. The 
commanders were numerous, and the distinctions 
of their rank minute, but the soldiers were Tery 
few in comparison. 

The offices formerly filled by prefects, pnetors, 
and questorsy were now held by persons who had 
gradually risen into the authority of those offioersy 
and who, though designated from their domestic 
duties about the Emperor, yet, from that very cir- 
cumstance, possessed what, in that despotic court, 
was the most eflPectual source of power. A long 
train of officers entered the great hall of the Casde 
of Blacquemal, and proceeded so far together as 
their different g^rade« admitted, while in each ehaB»' 
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taiB Bomber ef the train vhose rank pennitted 
then to advanee no fiiiilier> remained behind the 
otiMTs. Thnsy when the interim cabinet <rf andienoe 
waa gained, which was not onfcil their passage 
threi^ tffli antaaxooi^s^ fire p^rfons only fonnd 
themselves in tiie presence of the Emperor in this 
innensiost and most ^noied reoesa el n9f9lkf$: deeo- 
rated hf all the splendor of the perl<ld« 

The Bmperor Alexias sat upon a stately throne, 
rich willi barbaric geva vid.gold, ao4,^ai^d on 
eit)ier hand, in^ imitation probably eC -fielomon'a 
magnificence, with the form of a conchant Hon in 
the same precious metal. Not to dwell npon other 
marka «f sptendearvta ^rsfM whose ^imk, seea^ 
abo of gQi4 idieft.iipbsJbiod.tbe tbrou^ ;ii(hich it 
overcanopoed with its branislies. .Amidjtbe b^vgl^ 
w^e birds of Tamns kin4K:onfi««idy.w:6^H9gjkiMnl. 
eaateeUed, and ^it tompoaed 4»C |>i«ci0iis ;M;onea. 
SBOBfied to- g^iaSen. ammig the leaves* Fi?e officc^ra 
alene^ ^e h^iiestin the stefte, had, the^pi^yilege of 
entwing this sacred recess when the: ESmpevof held. 
eamidl^ These w«ie-^he Chrand Dom^stic^ who 
might he termed of sank with * modem priaoe. 
mmistem^-liie Logothete^ or chanoelW— Uie Pro* 
tospathaire^ or oonmaMiev of Uie gniMrds, already 
nieotioned^**^e Aoolyte, or Folkwei^ and leader 
of the Varangians— «nd the Patriai^h* . , 
.• The doors ef this secret apMrtan^t, and the: ad- 
jaesnt antachamheiy were gnarded: by six defcorm^ 
Knhkm . sfanre^ whose writhen and withered conn* 
teaances formed a hideous eontrasl^ wkh their snow* 
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white dreMes and splendid eqaipment. TheyWeve' 
mutes, a species of wretdiefl borrowed from As 
despotism of the East, that they might he niudbie 
to prodaim the deeds of tyranny of which they 
were the tmscmpiiloas stents. They were gene- 
rally lield in a kind of horror, rather tlmn compass 
•ion, for men considered that slayes of this sort 
had a malignant pleasure in avenging upon others 
the irreparable wrongs which had serered them- 
selres from humanity. 

It was a general custcmi, though, like many other 
usages of the Oreeks, it would be hdd childish in 
modem times, that by means of machinery easily 
conceived, the lions, at the. entrance of a stranger, 
were made, as it were, to rouse themselves and 
roar, afHier which a wind seemed to rustle the foli- 
age of the tree, the birds hopped from branch to 
branch, pedced the fruit, and appeared to fill the 
chamber with their carolling.. This display had 
aiarmed many an ignorant foreign ambassador^ aoBnl 
even the Grecian counsellors themselves were ex- 
pected to display the same sensations of fear, suc- 
ceeded by surprise, when they heard the roar of 
the lions, followed by the concert of the birds, al- 
though perhaps it was for the fiftieth time. On 
ttiis occasion, as a proof of the urgency of the pre^ 
sent meeting <^ the council, these ceremonies were 
entirely omitted. 

The speech of the fiknperor himself seemed to 
supply by its commencement the bellowing of the 
lions, while it ended in a strain more resembling 
the warbling of the birds. 
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In Ills first seatencesy he treated of the aadacity 
and unheard-of boldness of the millions of Franks, 
who, under the pretence of wresting Palestine from 
the infidels, had yentored to inrade the sacred ter- 
ritories of the empire. He threatened them with 
such chastisement as his innnmerable forces and 
officers would, he affirmed, find it easy to inflict. 
To all this the audience, and especially the military 
officers, gave symptoms of ready assent. 

Aleidus, however, did not long persist in the 
warlike intentions which he at first arowed. The 
Franks, he at length seemed to reflect, were, in 
profession. Christians* They might possibly be 
serious in their pretext of the crusade, in which case 
their motires claimed a degree of indulgoice, and, 
although errmg, a certain portion of respect. Their 
numbers also were great, and their ralour could 
not be despised by those who had seen them fight 
at DurazBO,* and elsewhere. They might also, by 
the permission of Supreme Providence, be, in the 
long run, the instruments of advantage to the most 
sacred empire, though they approached it with so 
little ceremony. He had, therefore, mingling the 
virtues of prudence, humanity, and generosity, with 
that valour which must always bum in the heart 
of an Emperor, formed a plan, which he was about 
to submit to their consideration, for present exe- 
cution ; and, in the first place, he requested of the 
Girand Domestic, to let him know what forces he 

• For the battle of Durazso^ Oct. 1081, in which Alexius 
was defeated with great slaughter by Robert Gulscard, and 
•eoaped onlj by the swiftness of hb Ym^M, see Gibbon, eh. 56. 



,y Google 



1&6 cainrr ROBBltT or pAKm. 

mig^t eonm upon oA the westerti side of life !l^^ 
pbmrttA. 

«« InmitiNmble are>tlie ibroeg <^f the empii^ ^ 
tbe Stan is heaves, or the sbimI on the sea shor^" 
answered llie Grand Domestic. 

** That is a^ geodly «Mwei','' si^ the EmpertH*, 
<< provided there were stfsogcnv present at ll#i* 
ceofereaoe; bat sineewe hoM consoltatioit in pri- 
Tate^ it is nebessiiy that I know predstety to whht 
Aofnber that army amounts which I have to r^y 
upon. Reserre your eteqoence till some fitter 
tnney'aad let me Idiow what yon, at this predeAt 
moment, mean by the W^d ttmunrerable ^'' 

The Grand Domestle paused, aiid hesitated i^ 
a short spaee; but as he became aware that 1^ 
moment- wae one in whic^ llie Emperor cotdd mk' 
be trifled with, (for Alexias Comnenus was af 
times dangertoQt,) he answered thtis, but not ^th- 
omt hesitation* ** Imperhd master and leird, none 
bettepknowt diit imch an iMisi^r caninot be hftitfiy 
mAde, ^it4s>at the siuiie time to be cori'eet in it^ 
resolts^ ThenmnW of the imperial host bet^i^ 
tMt l^ity attd the wester^ froVitler of the empire, 
d^dnomg' those absent open ^urtbdghj caeHnot he 
eennted Upon OS amounting to nabre than twenty- 
fi^ thoommd men, or thirty thousand at tuost.** 

Alexius struck his forehead with his hai^; and* 
the counsellorr, eeelng^ him gite t^ay' tit sUeh V]^ 
lent exfu^esskms of giief and surprise, began' tOf 
ent^ into discussions, which they would otherwise 
Iiave reserved for a fitter place and time. 

.'^By ^m trust your Migfauets rqpoies in me,** 
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said Ibe Logolfaete^ ^* Aere htm been drawn horn 
yonr fiUgliMm't coffers daring tke last year, g«]^ 
eiiougk to pay donUe the number of tbe armed 
warriors wkom the Omid Domestk now mefl»- 
tions." 

'* Your Imperial Highness," fetorted the im- 
peach^ minister, with no small animation, <*will 
at onee remember the stationary garrisons, in ad- 
diti<m to tbe movable troops, fur which this figore- 
caster makes no aUowance.** 

« Peace, both of yon I " said Alexias, composing 
hipiseU^ hastily ; ^ oar actual nnmbers are in troth 
less than we counted on, bat let os not by wrang- 
ling M^gment the difficulties, of tke time. Let those 
troops be dispersed in valleys, in passes, behind 
ridges of hills, and in difficult ground, where a litde 
art being used in the position, can make few men 
sup^y the appearance of numbers, between this 
city and the western frontier of the empire. While 
this disposal is made, we will continue to adjust 
widi these erosaders, as they call themselves, the 
terms on which we will consent to let them pass 
through our domimons ; nor are we without hope 
of n^otiating with them, so as to gain great ad* 
i^ants^ to our kingdom* We will inrist that they 
pass through our country only by armies of perhaps 
fifty ikousand at once, whom we will successively 
jUansport into Asia, so that no greater number 
fhaW, by assembling beneath our walls, ever en- 
danger the safety of the aoetrupelis of the world. 
** On their way towards the banks of the Bos- 
pkoms, we will supply them with praristoMi, if they 
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march peaceably, and in order ; and if any straggle 
from their standards^ or insaU the ooimtry by m»* 
raadingy we suppose oor valiant peasants will not 
hesitate to repress their excesses^ and that witiiout 
our giving positive orders, since we would not 
willingly he charged with any thing like a breadt 
of engagement. We suppose^ also, that the Scy- 
thians, Arabs, Syrians, and other mercenaries in 
our service, will not suffer our subjects to he over- 
powered in their own just defence ; as, besides that 
there is no justice in stripping our own country of 
provisions, in order to feed strangers, we will not 
be surprised n<Nr unpardonably displeased to learn, 
that of the ostensible quantity of flour, some sadn 
should be found filled with chalk, or lime, or some 
such substance. It is, indeed, truly wonderfol, 
what the stomach of a Frank wiU digest cmnfcnt- 
ably. Then* guides, also, whom yon shall chooBe 
with reference to such d|ity, wil^ take care to con- 
duct the crusaders by dij£cult and circuitous roates ; 
which will be doing them a real service, by ino- 
Tittg them to the hardships of the country and idi- 
mate, which they would otherwise have to fkoe 
without seasoning. 

<< In the meantime, in your intercourse with thcor 
<hief8, whom they call counts, each of wh&m thiiycs 
himself as great as an Emperor, you will take care 
to give no offence to their natural ^esnmplaoii, 
and omit no opportunity of informing them <^ €ke 
wealth and bounty of our government. Sooott^of 
money may be even given to persons of note^ and 
largesses of less avail to those under them* Yon^ 
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our Logothete, will take good order for this, and 
youy our Grand Domestic, will take c^re that suck 
soldiers as may cut off detached parties of the 
Franks shall he presented, if possible, in sarage 
dress, and under the show of infidek. In commend*- . 
ing these injunctions to your care, I purpose that, 
the crusaders having found the Taloe of our friend- 
ship, and also in some sort the danger of our en- 
mity, those whom we shall safely transport te 
Asia, shall be, however unwieldy, still a smaller 
and more compact body, whom we may deal with 
in all Christian prudence. Thus, by using fair 
words to one, threats to another, gold to the ava- 
ricious, power to the ambitious, and reasons te 
those that are capable of listening to them, we 
doubt not but to prevail upon those Franks, met 
as they are from a thousand points, and enemies 
of each other, to acknowledge us as their common 
superior, rather than choose a leader among them- 
selves, when they are made aware of the great fact, 
that every village in Palestine, from Dan to Beer* 
sheba, is the original property of the sacred Ro- 
man empire, and that whatever Christian goes to 
. war for their recovery, must go as our subject, and 
hold any conquest which he may make, as our vas- 
sal. Vice and virtue, sense and folly, ambition and 
disinterested devotion, will alike recommend to the 
survivors of these singular-minded men, to become 
the feudatories of the empire, not its foe, and the 
shield, not the enemy, of your paternal Emperor." 
. There was a general inclination, of the hesid 
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wn$ong tlie<»iirtier8, wkb t1i« Eastero exdaraation 
<tf,_<< Loag live the Emperor I" 

Whea the munniir of this applafMive exclama- 
tion hadi Mihsided, Alexiiw proceeded: — <<Once 
move, I say, that my fkitfafhl Grand Domestic, and 
those niio act under him, will take care to commit 
the execution of such part of these orders as may 
seem aggressive, to troops of foreign appearance 
and language, which, I grieve to say, are more nu- 
merous in our imperial army than our natund-foom 
and orthodox subjects." 

•Tke Patriapdi here interposed his opinion.— 
** There is »4consolation,*' he said, ** in the thought, 
that the genuine Romans in the imperial army are 
but few, since a trade so bloody as war, is most 
Stly prosecuted by those whose doctrines, as well 
as their doings, on earth, merit eternal condemns 
tion in the next world." 

" Reverend Patriarch," said the Emperor, " we 
would not willingly hold, witl|( the wild infidels, 
that Paradise is to be gained by' the sabre ; never- 
thdess, we would hope that a Roman dying in 
battle for his religion and his Emperor, may find 
as good hope of acceptation, after the mortal pang 
is over, as a man who dies in peace, and with un 
blooded hand." 

<* It is enough for me to say," resumed the Pa- 
triarch, " that the ChurcVs doctrine is not so in- 
dulgent : she is herself peaceful, and her promises 
of favour are for those who have been men of peace. 
Yet think not I bar the gates of heaven against a 
soldier, as such, if believing all the doctrines of <mr 
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church, and complying wHk all our obMrranoea; 
far leas would I condenui yoor Imperial Majesty's 
¥nse precautions, both for diminii^fog the power 
and thinning the ranks of -those Latin heretics, 
who come hither to despoil ns, and plaader perhaps 
both chorch and temple, under the vain pretext 
that Heaven would permit them, stained with so 
many heresies, to reconquer that Holy Land, which 
true orthodox Christians, your Majesty's sacred 
predecessors, have not been enabled to retain from 
the infidel. And well I trust that no settlement 
made under the Latins will be permitted by your 
Majesty to establish itself in which the Cross shall 
not be elevated with limbs of the same length, in- 
stead of that irregular and most damnable error 
which prolongs, in western churdies, the nether 
Hmb of that most holy emblem." 

" Reverend Patriarch," answered the Emperor, 
*< do not deem that we think lightly of your weigh- 
ty scruples ; but the question is now, not in what 
manner we may convert these Latin heretics 
to the true ^nith, but how we may avoid being 
overrun by their myriads, which resemble those 
of the locusts by which their approach was pre- 
ceded and intimated." 

<< Your Majesty," said the Patriarch, " will act 
with your usual wisdom ; for my part, I have only 
stated my doubts, that I may save my own soul 
alive." 

<< Our construction," said the Emperor, " does 
your sentiments no wrong, most reverend Patri- 
arch; and you," addressing himself to the other 

VOL. XLVI L f 
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ooontellon, « wUl altend to these tepamte diargn 
given out for directing tlie execution of the oosi- 
mands which hare heen generally mtimated to yon. 
They are written oat in the sacred ink^ and cor 
sacred snhscription is daly marked with the fitth^^ 
tinge of green and purple. Let them, therefore, be 
strictly obeyed. Oarselres will assnme the com* 
mand of such of the Immortal Bands as remain in 
the city, and join to them the cohorts of onr faith- 
fbl Varangians. At the head of these troops, we 
will await the arrival of these strangers under tiie 
walls o£ the city, and, aToiding combat while oor 
policy can postpone it, we will be ready, in case 
of the worst, to take whatsoever chance it shall 
please the Almighty to send us." 

Here the council broke up, and the di£R»rent 
chie^ began to exert themselves in the execu^on 
of their various instructions, civil and military, 
secret or public, favourable or hostile to the cm- 
saders. The peculiar genius of the Grecian peo* 
pie was seen upon this occasion. Their load and 
boastful talking corresponded with the ideas vHiioh 
the Eknperor wished to enforce upon the crasaden 
concerning the extent of his power and resources. 
Nor is it to be disguised, that the wily selfishness 
of most of those in the service of Alexius, en- 
deavoured to find some indirect way of applying 
the imperial instruction, so as might best suit their 
uwn private ends. 

Meantime, the news had gone abroad in Con- 
stantinople of the arrival of the huge miscella- 
neous army of the west upon the limits of Uw 
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Grecian empire, and of their parpose to pass to 
Palestioe. A tkonsand reporto inagaified, if that 
was possible, an event so wondertuL Some said» 
that their ultimate view was the eonqiiest of Ara- 
bia, the destraction of the Prophet's tomb, and the 
cooTorsion of his green banner into a horse-cloth 
for the King of France's brother. Ol^rs sup- 
posed that the ruin and sack of Constantinople 
was the real object of the war. A third cla«8 
thought it was in order to compel the Patriarch 
to submit himself to the Pope, adopt the Latin 
form of the cross, and put an end to the sdliism. 

The Varangians enjoyed an addition to this woo* 
derful news, seasoned as it everywhere was with 
something peculiarly suited to the prejudices of 
the hearers. It was gathered originally from what 
our friend Hereward, who was one of their inferior 
officers, called sergeants or constables, had sujBPer- 
ed to transpire of what he had heard the prece- 
ding evening. Considering that the fact must be 
soon matter of notoriety, he had no hesitation to 
give his comrades to understand that a Norman 
army was coming hither under Duke Robert, the 
son of the far-famed WiUiam the Conqueror, and 
with hostile intentions, he concluded, against them 
in particular. Like all other men in peculiar cir- 
cumstances, the Varangians adopted an explana- 
tion applicable to their own condition. These Nor- 
mans, who hated the Saxon nation, and had done 
so much to dishonour and oppress them, were now 
following them, they supposed, to the foreign ca- 
pital where they had found refuge, with the pur- 
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pose of making war on the bountiful prince who 
protected their sad remnant. Under this belief, 
many a deep oath was sworn in Norse and Anglo- 
Saxon, that their keen battle-axes should avenge 
the slaughter of Hasting^, and many a pledge, both 
in wine and ale, was quaffed, who should most 
deeply resent, and most effectually revenge, the 
wrongs which the Anglo-Saxons of England had 
received at the hand of their oppressors. 

Hereward, the author of this intelligence, began 
soon to be sorry that he had ever suffered it to 
escape him, so closely was he cross-examined con- 
cerning its precise import, by the enquiries of his 
comrades, from whom he thought himself obliged 
to keep concealed the adventures of the preceding 
evening, and the place in which he bad gained his 
information. 

About noon, when he was effectually tired with 
returning the same answer to the same questions, 
and evading similar others which were repeatedly 
put to him, the somid of trumpets announced the 
presence of the Acolyte Achilles Tatius, who came 
immediately, it was industriously whispered, from 
the sacred Interior, with news of the immediate 
approach of war. 

The Varangians, and the Roman bands called Im- 
mortal, it was said, were to form a camp under the 
city, in order to be prompt to defend it at the short- 
est notice. This put the whole, barracks into com- 
motion, each man making the necessary provision 
for the approaching campaign. The noise was 
chiefly that of joyful bustle and acclamation ; and 
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k was 80 general, that Hereward» whose rank per- 
mitted him to commit to a page or esquire, the 
task of preparing his equipments, took the oppor- 
tunity to leave the harracks, in order to seek some 
distant place apart from his comrades, and enjoy 
his soHtary reflections upon the singular connexion 
into which he had heen drawn, and his direct com- 
mnnication with the Imperial family 

Passing through the narrow streets, then de- 
lerted on account of the heat of the sun, he reached 
at length one of those broad terraces, which, de- 
scending as it were by steps, upon the margin 
of the Bosphoms, formed one of the most splendid 
walks in the universe, and still, it is believed, pre- 
served as a public promenade for the pleasure of 
the Turks, as formerly for that of the Christians. 
These graduated terraces were planted with many 
trees, among which the cypress, as usual, was most 
generally cultivated. Here bands of the inhabi- 
tants were to be seen : some passing to and fro, 
with business and anxiety in their faces ; some 
standing still in groups, as if discussing the strange 
and weighty tidings of the day, and some» with the 
indolent carelessness of an eastern climate, eating 
their noontide refreshment in the shade, and spend- 
ing their time as if their sole object was to make 
much of the day as it passed, and let the cares of 
to-morrow answer for themselves. 

While the Varangian, afraid of meeting some 
acquaintance in this concourse, which would have 
been inconsistent with the desire of seclusion which 
had brought him thither, descended or passed from 
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one terrace to another, all marked him with looks 
of eariotity and enquiry, oontidering him to be one, 
who, firom hit arms and connexion with the court, 
most necessarily know more than others eoncem- 
ing the singnlar inrasion by nmnerons enemies, 
and from various quarters, which was the news of 
the day. None, however, had the hardihood to 
address the soldier of the guard, though all look- 
ed at him with uncommon interest. He walked 
from the lighter to the darker alleys, from the 
more closed to the more open terraces, without 
interruption from any one, yet not without a feel- 
ing that he must not consider himself as alone. 
The desire that he felt to be solitary render- 
ed him at last somewhat watchful, so tbat he be- 
came sensible that he was dogged by a black slave, 
a personage not so unfreqnent in the streets of Con- 
stantinople as to excite any particular notice. His 
attention, however, being at length fixed on this 
individual, he began to be desirous to escape his 
ooservation ; and the change of place which he had 
at first adopted to avoid society in general, he had 
now recourse to, in order to rid himself of this dis- 
tant, though apparently watchful attendant. Still, 
however, though he by change of place had lost 
sig^t of the negro for a few minutes, it was not 
long ere he again discovered him at a distance too 
far for a companion, but near enough to serve all 
the purposes of a spy. Displeased at this, the Va- 
rangian turned short in his walk, and choosin^ir a 
spot where none was in sight but the object of his 
resentment, walked suddenly up to him, and de 
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manded wherefore, and by whote orders, he pre- 
sumed to dog his footsteps. The negro answered 
in a jargon as had as that in which he was ad- 
dressed, though of a different kind, ** that he had 
orders to remark whither he went." 

** Orders from whom?" said the Varangian. 

** From my master and yours," answered the 
negro, boldly. 

« Thou infidel villain I " exdaimed the angry sol- 
dier, << when was it that we became fellow-ser- 
Tants, and who is it that thou darest to call my 
master?" 

" One who is master of the world," said the 
slave, << since he ooramands his own passions," 

** I shall scarce command mine," said the Va- 
rangian, ** if thou rei^est to my earnest questions 
with thine affected quirks of philosophy. Once 
more, what dost thou want with me? and why hast 
thou the boldness to watch roe?" 

<< I have told thee already," said the slave, " that 
I do my master's commands." 

<< But 1 must know who thy master is," said 
Here ward. 

<< He must tell thee that himself," replied the 
negro ; ** he trusts not a poor slave like me with 
the purpose of the errands on which he sends me." 

** He has left thee a tongue, however," said the 
Varangian, << which some of thy countrymen would, 
I think, be glad to possess. Do not provoke roe 
to abridge it by refusing me the information which 
I have a right to demand." 

The black meditated, as it seemed from the grin 
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on hit face, farther erasions, when Hereward cnt 
them short hy raising the staff of his hallle-axe. 
** Pat me not," he said, << to dishonoar myself by 
striking thee with this weapon, calculated for a 
use so much more noble." 

** I may not do so, valiant sir," said the n^^, 
laying aside an impudent, half-gibing tone which 
he had hitherto made use of, and betraying personal 
fear in his manner. ** If you beat the poor slave 
to death, you cannot learn what his master hath 
forbid him to tell. A short walk will save your 
honour the stain, and yourself the trouble, of beat- 
ing what cannot resist, and me the pain of en- 
during what I can neither retaliate nor avoid." 

<< Lead on then," said the Varangian. « Be as- 
sured thou shalt not fool me by thy fair words, and 
I will know the person who is impudent enough to 
assume the right of watching my motions.*' 

The black walked on with a species of leer 
peculiar to his physiognomy, which might be con- 
strued as expressive either of malice or of mere hu- 
mour. The Varangian followed him with some 
suspicion, for it happened that he had had little 
intercourse with the unhappy race of Africa, and 
bad not totally overcome the feeling of surprise 
with which he had at first regarded them, when he 
arrived a stranger from the north. So often did this 
man look back upon him during their walk, and 
with so penetrating and observing a cast of coun- 
tenance, that Hereward felt irresistibly renewed 
iu his mind the English prejudices, which assigned 
to the demons the sable colour and distorted cast of 
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▼isage of his conductor. The scene into whidi he 
was gfnided, strengthened an association which wds 
not of itself unlikely to occur to the ignorant and 
martial islander. ^ 

The negro led the way from the splendid ter- 
raced walks which we have described, to a path 
descending to the seashore, when a place appear- 
ed, which, far from being trimmed, like other part« 
of the coast, into walks or embankments, seemed, 
on the contrary, abandoned to neglect, and was 
covered with the mouldering ruins of antiquity, 
where these had not been overgrown by the luxu- 
riant vegetation of the climate. These fragments 
of building, occupying a sort of recess of the bay, 
were hidden by steep banks on each side, and al- 
though in fact they formed part of the city, yet 
they were not seen from any part of it, and, em- 
bosomed in the manner we have described, did not 
in turn command any view of the churches, pala- 
ces, towers, and fortifications, amongst which they 
lay. The sight of this solitary, and apparently de- 
serted spot, encumbered with ruins, and overg^wn 
with cypress and other trees, situated as it was in 
the midst of a populous city, had something in it 
impressive and awful to the imagination. The 
ruins were of an ancient date, and in the style of 
a foreign people. The g^g^ntic remains of a por- 
tico, the mutilated fragments of statues of great 
I size, but executed in a taste and attitude so nar- 
row and barbaric as to seem perfectly the reverse 
of the Grecian, and the half-defstced hieroglyphics 
which could be traced on some part of the decay* 
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ed scolptare, oorroborated the popular accomt of 
their origin, whi^ we shall bri^y detaiL 

According to tradition, this had been a temple 
dedicated to the Eg3rptian goddess Cybele, hidlt 
while the Roman Empire was yet heathen, and 
while Constantinople was still called by the name 
of Bysantionu It is well known that the svpoN 
stition of the Egyptians — ^vnlgarly gross in its 
literal meaning as well as in its mystical interpre- 
tation, and peculiarly the foundation of many wild 
doctrines, — ^was disowned by the prindi^es of ge< 
nenJ toleration, and the system of polytheism re- 
ceived by Rome, and was excluded by repeated laws 
from the respect paid by the empire to almost erery 
other religion, however extravagant or absurd. 
Nevertheless, these Egyptian rites had charms for 
the curious and the superstitious, and had, after 
long opposition, obtained a footing in the empire. 

Still, although tolerated, the Egjrptian priests 
were rather considered as sorcerers tiian as pon- 
tifl^, and their whole ritual had a nearer relation to 
raag^c in popular estimation, than to any r^^ar 
system of devotion. 

Stained with these accusations, even among the 
heathen themselves, the worship of Egypt was held 
in more mortal abhorrence by the Chri^ians, than 
the other and more rational Idnds of heathen devo- 
tion ; that is, if any at all had a right to be termed 
so. The brutal worship of Apis and Cybele was 
regarded, not only as a pretext for obscene Mid 
profligate pleasures, but as having a direct ten- 
dency to open and encourage a dangerous com- 
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loeree with eril spirits, who were supposed to take 
upon theoQsdves, at these unhallowed altars, the 
names and characters of these foul deities. Not 
only, therefore, the temple of Cyhele, with its 
gig^tic portico, its huge and inelegant statues, and 
its fantastic hieroglyphics, was thrown down and 
defaced when the empire was conyerted to the 
Christian faith, but the Tory ground on which it 
stood was considered as polluted and unhallowed ; 
and no Emperor having yet occupied the site with 
a Christian church, the place still remained neglect- 
ed and deserted as we hare described it. 

The Varangian Hereward was perfectly ac- 
quainted with the eril reputation of the place ; and 
when the negro seemed disposed to advance into 
Uie interior of the ruins, he hesitated, and address- 
ed his guide thus : — ** Hark the^ my black friend, 
these huge fiintastic images, some having dogs' 
heads, some cowiT heads, and some no heads at all, 
are not held reverently in popular estimation. 
Your own colour, also, my comrade, is greatly too 
like that oi Satan himself, to render you an unsus- 
picious companion amid ruins, in which the false 
spirit, it is said, daily walks his rounds. Midnight 
and Noon are the times, it is rumoured, of his ap- 
pearance. I will go no farther with you, unless 
you assign me a fit reason for so doing." 

<< In making so childish a proposal, ' said the 
negro, << you take finom me, in offset, all desire to 
guide you to my noaster. I thought I spoke to a 
man of invincible courage, and of that good sense 
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upon which coarage is best founded. Bat your 
viJoar only emboldens yon to beat a black slave, 
who has neither strength nor title to resist yon ; 
and your courage is not enough to enable you to 
look without trembling on the dark side of a wall, 
even when the sun is in the heayens.** 
^ << Thou art insolent," said Hereward, raising 
his axe. 

<< And thou art foolish,** said the negro, '< to 
attempt to prov'e thy manhood and thy wisdom by 
the very mode which gives reason for calling them 
both in question. I have already said there can be 
little valour in beating a wretch like roe ; and no 
man, surely, who wishes to discover his way, would 
begin by chasing away his guide." 

" I follow thee " — said Hereward, stung with 
the insinuation of cowardice ; ** but if thou leadest 
me into a snare, thy free talk shall not save thy 
bones, if a thousand of thy complexion, from earth 
or hell, were standing ready to back thee." 

** Thou objectest sorely to my complexion/* 
s^d the negro ; << how knowest thou that it is, in 
fact, a thing to be counted and acted updn as mat- 
ter of reality ? Thine own eyes daily apprize thee, 
that the colour of the sky nightly changes from 
bright to black, yet thou knowest that this is by no 
means owing to any habitual colour of the heavens 
themselves. The same change that takes place in 
the hue of the heavens, has existence in the tinge 
of the deep sea — How canst thou tell, but what the 
difference of my colour from thine own may b(* 
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owing to some deoeptioos diange of a similar na- 
ture — ^not real in its^, but only creating an appa- 
rent reality?" 

** Thou mayst have painted thysdf, no doubt)** 
answered the Varangian, upon reflection, <* and thy 
blackness, therefore, may be only apparent ; but I 
think thy old firiend himself could hardly have pre- 
sented these g^rinning lips, with the white teeth and 
flattened nose, so mudi to the life, unless th^ 
peculiarity of Nubian physiogpiomy, as they call it, 
had accurately and really an existence; and, to 
save thee some trouble, my dark firiend, I will tell 
thee, that though thou speakest to an uneducated 
Varangian, I am not entirely nnskiUed in the Gre- 
cian art of making subtle words pass upon the 
hearers instead of reason.* 

<« Ay?" said the negro, doubtfiiUy, and some- 
what surprised ; ** and may the slave Diogenes — 
for so my master has christened me — enquire into 
the means by which you reached knowledge so 
unusual?" 

" It is soon told," replied Hereward. " My 
countryman, Witikind, being a constable of our 
bands, retired firom active service, and spent the 
end of a long life in this city of Constantinople. 
Being past all toils of battle, either those of rea- 
lity, as you word it, or the pomp and fatigue of the 
exercising ground, the poor old man, in despair of 
something to pass his time, attended the lectures of 
the philosophers." 

^ And what did he learn there?" said the negro; 



,y Google 



174 COUNT ROBERT OF PAJIIS. 

*< for a barbarian, grown grey under the heLnel) 
was not» at I tiiink» a rery hopefol student in our 
schools.'* 

<' As much thoii§^ I should think, as a meniai 
slave, which I understand to be thy condition," 
replied the soldier. ^ But I hare understood firon 
him, that the masters of this idle science make it 
their business to substitute, in their argumento- 
tions, mere words instead of ideas; and as they 
never agree upon the precise meaning of the for- 
mer, their disputes can never arrive at a fiiir or 
settled conclusion, since they do not agree in the 
language in which they express them. Their 
theories, as they call them, are built on the sand, 
and the wind and tide shall prevail against them." 
" Say so to my master," answered the blade, i|) 
a serious tone. 

^ I will," said the Varangian ; *^ and he shall 
me as an ignorant soldier, having but few 
Emd those only concerning my religion and 
litary duty. But out of these opinions I will 
r be beaten by a battery of sophisms, nor 
d by the arts or the terrors of the friends of 
nism, either in this world or the next" 
ou may speak your mind to him then yoor- 
laid Diogenes. He stepped to a side as if 
:e way for the Varangian, to whom he mo- 
to go forward. 

eward advanced accordingly, by a half-worn 
Host imperceptible path leading through the 
High grass, and, turning round a half-demo- 
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lished thrinei which exhihited the remains of Apis, 
the bovine deity, he came immediately in front of 
the philosopher, Agelastes, who sitting among the 
rains, reposed his limbs on the grass. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Through the vain webs which puzzle sophists' skill. 
Plain sense and honest meaning work their way ; 
So sink the varying clouds upon the hill, 
When the dear dawning brightens into day. 

Da Watts. 

The old mam rose from the ground with alacrity,* 
as Hereward approached. " My bold Varnagian* 
he said, ^Hhon who yaLuest men and things not 
according to the false estimate ascribed to them in 
this world, but to their real importance and actual 
valne, thon art welcome, whatever has brought 
thee hither — ^thou art welcome to a place, where it 
is held the best business of philosophy to strip maii 
of his borrowed ornaments, and reduce him to the 
just value of his own attributes of body and mind, 
singly considered." 

" You are a courtier, sir," said the Saxon, " and 
as a permitted companion of the Emperor's High- 
ness, you must be aware, that there are twenty 
times more ceremonies than such a man as I can 
be acquainted with, for regulating the different 
ranks in society ; while a plain man like myself 
may be well excused from pushing himself into the 
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company of those above him, where he does not 
exactly know how he should comport himself." 

^ Tme," said the philosopher ; ^ but a man like 
yourself, noble Hereward, merits more considera- 
tion in the eyes of a real philosopher, than a thou- 
sand of those mere insects, whom the smiles of a 
oomrt call into life, and whom its frowns reduce to 
aanihilation." 

« You are yourself, grave sir, a foUower of the 
oourt," said Hereward. 

" And a most punctilious one," said Agehistes. 
** There is not, I trust, a subject in the empire who 
knows better ihe ten thousand pmictilios exigible 
from those of different ranks, and due to different 
andiorities. The man is yet to be bom who has 
seen me take advantage of any more commodious 
posture than that of standing in presence of the 
royal family. But though I use those false scales 
in society, and so far ccmform to its errors, my real 
judgment is of a more grave character, and more 
worthy of man, as said to be formed in the image 
of his Creator." 

** There can be small occasion," said the Varan- 
gian, " to exwdse your judgment in any respect 
upon me, nor am I desirous that any one should 
think of me otherwise than I am ; — a poor exile, 
namely, who endeavours to fix his faith upon Hea- 
ven, and to perform his duty to the world he lives 
in, and to the prince in whose service he is enga- 
ged. — And now, grave sir^ permit me to ask, whe- 
ther thb meeting b by your deMre, and for what 

VOL. XLVI. M 
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is its purpose ? An African slave, whom I met in 
the public walks, and who calls himself Diogenes, 
tells me that yon desired to speak with me; he 
hath somewhat the hmnour of the old scoffer, and 
so he may have lied. If so, I will even forgave him 
the beating which I owe his assnrance, and make 
my excose at the same time for baring broken in 
upon your retirement, which I am totally onfit to 
flhare." 

'* Diogenes has not played yon ficdse,'' answered 
Agelastes ; '< he has his hnmours, as yon remark- 
ed even now, and with these some qualities also 
that put him upon a level with those of fairer com- 
plexion and better features." 

<< And for what,* said the Varangian, ^ have you 
so employed him ? Can your wisdom possibly en- 
tertun a wish to converse with me ? *' 

'M am an observer of nature and of humanity,' 
answered the philosopher ; ^ is it not natural that 
I should tire of those beings who are formed en- 
tirely upon artifice, and long to see something more 
fresh from the hand of nature ? ** 

** You see not that in me,** siud the Varangian ; 
<< the rigour of military discipline, the camp — the 
centurion — the armour — ^firame a man's sentiments 
and limbs to them, as the sea-crab is framed to its 
shell. See one of us, and you see us all.** 

<< Permit me to doubt that,** said Agelastes ; 
** and to suppose that in Hereward, the son of 
Waltheoff, I see an extraordinary man, although 
he himself may be ignorant, owing to his modestyi 
of the rarity of his own good qualities*** 
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« The son of WdMofioffl" answered the Vwan- 
§11X0$ somewhat startledff-**' Do you know my fa- 
ther's nsme ?" 

** Be not surprised," answered the philosopher, 
" at my possessing ao siniple a piece of informa- 
tion. It has cost me hut little trouble to attain it, 
yet I would gladly hope that the labour I liave taken 
in that matter may convince you of my real desire 
to call you friend." 

" It was indeed an unusual compliment," said 
Hereward, " that a man of your Imowledge and 
station should be at the trouble to enquire, among 
the Varangian cohorts, concerning the descent of 
one of their constables. I scarcely think that my 
commander, the Acolyte himself, would think such 
knowledge worthy of being collected or preser- 
ved." 

** Greater men than he," said Agelastes, '^ cer- 
tainly would not You know one in high office, 

who thinks the names of his most faithful soldiers 
of less moment than those of his hunting dogs 
or his hawks, and would willingly save himself 
the trouble of calling them otherwise than by a 
whistle." 

^ 1 may not hear this," answered the Varangian. 

** I would not offend you," said the philosopher, 
** I would not even shake your good opinion of the 
person I allude to ; yet it surprises me that sudi 
should be entertiuned by one of your great quali- 
ties." 

" A truce with this, grave sir, which is in fact 
trifling in a person of your character and appeai*- 
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ance,* answered tJie Anglo- Saxon. ^ I am like 
the rocks of my country ; the fierce winds cannot 
shake me, the soft rains cannot melt me ; flattery 
and loud words are alike lost upon me.** 

<* And it is even for that inflexibility of miiid," 
replied Agelastes, ** that steady contempt of every 
thing that approaches thee, save in the light of a 
duty, that I demand, ahnost like a beggar, that 
personal acquaintance, which thou refiisest Hke a 
churl.'' 

" Pardon me," said Hereward, " if I doubt this. 
Whatever stories you may have pidked up con- 
cerning me, not unexaggerated probably — since the 
Greeks do not keep the privilege of boasting so 
entirely to themselves but the Varangians have 
learned a little of it — you can have heard nothing 
of me which can authorize your using your present 
language, excepting in jest." 

" You mistake, my son," said Agelastes ; " be- 
lieve me not a person to mix in the idle talk re- 
specting you, with your comrades at the ale-cup. 
Such as I am, I can strike on this broken image of 
Anubis" — (here he touched a gigantic fragment of 
a statue by his side) — " and bid the spirit who long 
prompted the oracle, descend, and once more re- 
animate the trembling mass. We that are initia- 
ted enjoy high privileges — we stamp upon thoso 
ruined vaults, and the echo which dwells there 
answers to our demand. Do not think, that al- 
though I crave thy friendship, I need therefore 
supplicate thee for information either respecting 
thyself or others." 
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^ Your words are wonderfuly'' said the Anglo- 
Saxon ; *^ hot by such promising words I have 
heard that many souls have been seduced from the 
path of heaven. My grandsire, Kenelm, was wont 
to say, that the fair words of the heathen philoso- 
phy were more hurtful to the Christian faith than 
the menaces of the heathen tyrants." 

** I knew him," said Agelastes. " What avails 
it whether it was in the body or in the spirit ? — 
He was converted from the faith of Woden by a 
noble monk, and died a priest at the shrine of 
St Augustin."* 

^* True" — said Hereward ; *' all thu is certain 
— and I am the rather bound to remember his 
words now that he is dead and gone. When 1 
hardly knew his meaning, he bid me beware of the 
doctrine which causeth to err, which is taught by 
fidse prophets, who attest their doctrine by unreal 
mirades." 

'* This," said Agelastes, ** is mere stq>erstition. 
Thy grandsire was a good and excellent man, but 
narrow-minded, like other priests; and, deceived 
by their example, he wished but to open a small 
wicket in the gate of truth, and admit the world 
only on that limited scale. Seest thou, Hereward, 
thy grandsire and most men of religion would fain 
narrow our intellect to the consideration of such 
parts of the immaterial world as are essential to 
our moral guidance here, and our final salvation 
hereafter ; but it is not the less true, that man has 

« At Canterbury. 
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libertf, provided he has widdom and courage, to 
ibrm ihtimacies with beings more powerM than 
himself, who can defy the bounds of space by whidi 
he is circumscribed, and overcome, by their meta- 
physical powers, difficulties whidi, to the timid and 
unlearned, may appear wild and impossible." 

** You talk of a folly," answered Hereward, " at 
which childhood gapes and manhood smiles." 

** On the contrary," said the sage, ** I talk of a 
longing wish which every man feels at the bottom 
of his heart, to hold communication with beings 
more powerful than himself, and who are not na- 
turally accessible to our organs. Believe me^ Here- 
ward, so ardent and universal an aspiration had 
not existed in our bosoms, had there not also been 
means, if steadily and wisely sought, of attaining 
its accomplishment. I will appeal to thine own 
heart, and prove to thee, even by a single word, 
that what I say is truth. Thy thoughts are even 
now upon a being long absent or dead, and with 
the name of Bertha, a thousand emotions rush 
to thy heart, which in thy ignorance thou hadst 
esteemed furled up for ever, like spoils of the dead 
hung above a tombstone ! — Thou startest and dian- 
gest thy colour — I joy to see by these signs, that 
the firmness and indomitable courage which men 
ascribe to thee, have left the avenues of the heart 
as free as ever to kindly and to generous a£Pections, 
while they have barred them against those of fear, 
uncertainty, and all the caitiff tribe of meaner sen- 
sations, r have proffered to esteem thee, and I 
have no hesitation in proving it. I will teU tliee. 
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It thoa desirest to know it, the fate of that very 
Bertha, whose memory thou hast cherished in thy 
hreast in spite of thee, amidst the toil of the day 
and the repose of the night, in the battle and in 
the trace, when sporting with thy companions in 
fields of exercise, or attempting to prosecute the 
study of Greek learning, in which if thou wouldst 
advance, I can teach it by a short road." 

While Agelastes thus spoke, the Varangian in 
some degree recovered his composure, and made 
answer, though his voice was somewhat tremu- 
lous, — 

^ Who thou art, I know not — what thou wouldst 
with me, I cannot tell — ^by what means thou hast 
g^athered intelligence of such consequence to me, 
and of so little to another, I have no conception — 
But this I know, that by intention or accident, 
thou hast pronounced a name which agitates my 
heart to its deepest recesses ; yet am I a Christian 
and Varang^n, and neither to my God nor to my 
adopted prince will I willingly stagger in my faith. 
What is to be wrought by idols or by false deities, 
must be a treason to the real divinity. Nor is it 
less certain that thou hast let glance some arrows, 
though the roles of thy allegiance strictly forbid it, 
at the Emperor himself. Henceforward, therefore, 
I refuse to communicate with thee, be it for weal 
or woe. I am the Emperor's waged soldier, and 
although I affect not the nice precisions of respect 
and obedience, which are exacted in so many va- 
rious cases, and by so many various rules, yet I am 
his defence, and my battle-axe is his body-miard." 
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*^ NO'One doubts it,* said the philosophen *^ Bfit 
art not thou also bound to a nearer dependenee 
upon the great Acolyte, Achilles Tatius ?'* 

** No. He is my general, according to the rules 
of our service," answered the Varangkin ; ^ to me 
he has always shown himself a kind and g^ood* 
natnred man, and his dues of rank ap«-t, I may 
say has deported himself as a friend rather than a 
commands. He is, howevw, my master^s serrant 
as well as I am ; nor do I hold Uie difference ai 
great amount, whidi the word of a man can give 
or take away at pleasure." 

^ It is nobly spoken, ** said Agelastes ; *' and you 
yourself are surely entitled to stand erect before 
one whom you supersede in courage and in the art 
of war." 

« Pardon me," returned the Briton, " if I de- 
cline the attributed compliment, as what in no 
respect belongs to me. The Emperm chooses Ins 
own officers, in respect oi their power of sorying 
him as he desires to be served. In this it is likely 
I might fiul ; I hare sud abready I owe my Em- 
peror my obedience, my duty, and my service, nor 
does it seem to me necessary to carry our explana- 
tion farther." 

<< Singular mwi !" siud Agelastes ; ^ is ther^ 
nothing that can move thee but things that are 
l^eign to thyself ? The name of thy Empenv and 
thy commander are no spell upon thee, and evmi 
that of the object thou hast loved" 

Here the Varangian interrupted him. 

^ I have thought," he said, ^ upon the wordi 
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tilou hast spoken— dioa hast fbiind the meuis to 
shake my heart-strings, hut not to uasettle mj 
prindides. I will hold no eonrarse with thee on 
a matter in which thou canst not have interest. — 
Necromancers^ it is said» perfonn their wp^Ha by 
meiBg oi the epithets of the Holiest ; no nnnrel, 
then, should they ose the names of the purest 9i his 
creation to serre their unhallowed purposes. I will 
none of such truckling, disgraeefhl to the dead 
perhaps as to the liying. Whaterer has been thy 
purpose, old man— for, think net thy strangre 
words have passed unnoticed— 'be thou assmred I 
bear that in my heart which defies alike the seduc- 
tion of men and of fienda.** 

With this the soldier turned, and left the mined 
temple, after a slight inclination of his head to the 
philosoj^r. 

Agelastes, after the departure of the soldier, 
remained alone, apparently absorbed in meditation, 
until he was suddenly disturbed by the entrance, 
bito the ruins, of Achilles Tatius. The leader of 
the Varang^s spoke not until he had time to 
form some result from the philosopher's features. 
He then said, ^ Thou rraoainest, sage Agelastes, 
confident in the purpose of which we have lat^y 
spoke together ? " 

** I do," said Agelastes, with gravity and firm* 
ness. 

<< But,** replied Achilles Tatius, << thou hast not 
gained to our side that proselyte, whose coolness 
and courage would serve us bettar in our hour of 
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need than the serrice of a thousand cold-hearted 
sUves?" 

<< I have not succeeded," answered the phQoiH)- 
pher. 

^ And thou dost not blush to own it ? " said the 
imperial officer in reply. '< Thou, the wisest of 
those who yet pretend to Grecian wisdom, the 
most powerM of those who still assert the skill by 
words, signs, names, periapts, and spells, to exceed 
the sphere to which thy faculties belong, hast been 
foiled in thy trade of persuasion, like an iniknt 
worsted in debate with its domestic tutor ? Out 
upon thee, that thou canst not sustain in argument 
the character which thou wonldst so fain assume to 
thyself!" 

<< Peace ! " said the Grecian. *^ I have as yet 
gained nothing, it is true, orer this obstinate and 
inflexible man ; but, Achilles Tatius, neither have 
I lost. We both stand where yesterday we did, 
with this advantage on my side, that I have sug- 
gested to him such an object of interest as he shall 
never be able to expel from his mind, until he hath 
had recourse to me to obtain farther knowledge 
concerning it^ — And now let this singular person 
remain for a time unmentioned; yet, trust me, 
though flattery, avarice, and ambition may fail to 
gain him, a bait nevertheless remains, that shall 
make him as completely our own as any that is 
bound within our mystic and inviolable contract 
Tell me then, how go on the afiairs of the empire ? 
Does this tide of Latin warriors, so strangely set 
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aflowingy still rush on to the banks of the Bospho- 
rus? and does Alexius stUl entertain hopes to 
diminish and divide the strength of numbers^ whieh 
he i^uld in vain hope to defy ?" 

^* Something further of intelligence has been 
gained, eyen within a very few hours," answered 
Achilles Tatius* " Bohemond came to the city 
with some six or eight light horse, and in a species 
of disguise. Considering how often he had been 
the Emperor's enemy, his project was a perilous 
<me. But when is it that these Franks draw back 
on account of danger ? The Emperor perceived 
at once that the Count was come to see what he 
might obtain, by presenting himself as the very 
first object of his liberality, and by offering his 
assistance as mediator with Godfrey of Bouillon 
and the other princes of the crusade." 

*^ It is a species of policy," answered the sage, 
-^ for which he wo|dd receive fiill credit from the 
Emperor/' 

Achilles Tatius proceeded : — << Count Bohemond 
was discovered to the imperial court as if it were 
by mere accident, and he w^ welcomed with marks 
of favour and splendour which had never been even 
mentioned as being fit for any one of the Prankish 
race. There was no word of ancient enmity or of 
former wars, no mention of Bohemond as the an- 
cient usurper of Antioch, and the encroacher upon 
the empire. But thanks to Heaven were returned 
on all sides, which had sent a faithfrd ally to the 
imperial assistance at a moment of such imminent 
peril" 
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*^ And what said Bohemond?* enquired the 
philosopher. 

^ Little or nothing," sud the captain of ihe Va- 
rangians, *' until, as I learned from l^e domestic 
slave Narses, a large sum of gold had heen aban- 
doned to him. Considerable districts were after- 
wards agreed to be ceded to him, and other advan- 
tage gpranted, on condition he should stand on this 
occasion the steady friend of the empire and its 
roaster. Such was the Emperor's munificence 
towards the greedy barbarian, that a chamber in the 
palace was, by chance, as it were, left exposed to 
his view, contuning large quantities of manufac- 
tured silks, of jewellers' work, of gold and silver, 
and other articles of great value. When the n^pa- 
cious Frank could not forbear some expressions o# 
admiration, he was assured, that the contents of 
the treasure-diamber were his own, provided he 
valued them as showing fortH the warmth and 
sincerity of his imperial ally towards his friends ; 
and these precious articles were accordingly con- 
veyed to the tent of the Norman leader. By such 
measures, the Emperor must make himself master 
of Bohemond, both body and soul, for the Franks 
themselves say it is strange to see a man of un- 
datmted bravery, and towering ambition, so infected, 
nevertheless, with avarice, which they term a mean 
and unnatural vice." 

'^ Bohemond,* said Agelastes, ** is then the Em- 
peror's for life and death — always, that is, till the 
rec(4Iection of the royal munific^ice be efiaced by 
a greater gratuity. Alexius, proud as he naturally 
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18 of his mimagement with this important chieffctun, 
will no cbubt expect to prerail by his counsels, on 
most of the ol^r crusaders, and even on Grodfrey 
of Bouillon himself, to take an oath of submission 
and fidelity to the Emperor, which, were it not for 
the sacred nature of their warfare, the meanest 
gentleman among them would not submit to, were 
it to be lord of a province. There, then, we rest. 
A few days must determine what we have to do. 
An earli^ discovery would be destruction." 

*^ We meet not then to-night ? " said the Aco- 
lyte. 

** No," rallied the sage ; '' unless we are sum- 
moned to that foolish stage-play or recitation ; and 
then we meet as playthings in the hand of a silly 
woman, the spoiled child of a weak-minded parent." 

Tatius then took his leave of the philosopher, 
tmd, as if fearful of being seen in each other's com- 
pany, th«y left their solitary place of meeting by 
different routes. The Varangian, Hereward, re- 
ceived, shortly after, a sunuuons from his superior, 
who a43quainted him that he should not, as former 
ly intimated, require his attendance that evening. 

Achilles then paused, and added, — *' Thou hast 
something on thy lips thou wouldst say to me, 
whidi, neverthek^as, hesitates to break forth." 

^' It is only this," answered the soldier : ^ I have 
had an interview with the man called Agdastes, 
and he seems something so diffisrent from what he 
appeared when we last spoke of lum, that I cannot 
forbear mentioning to you what I have seen. He 
is not an insignificant trifler, whose object it is to 
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raise a laugh at his own expense, or that of any 
other. He is a deep-thinking and to-readyng 
man, who, for some reason or other, is desirous d 
forming friends, and drawing a party to himself. 
Your own wisdom will teach you to beware of 
him." 

'' Thou art an honest fdlow, my poor Here- 
ward," said Achilles Tatius, with an a£fectation of 
good-natured contempt. ^ Such men as Agelastes 
do often frame their severest jests in the shape of 
formal gravity — they will pretend to possess the 
most unbounded power over elements and elemaital 
spirits — they will make themselves masters of the 
names and anecdotes best known to those whom 
they make their sport; and any one who shall 
listen to them, shall, in the words of the divine 
Homer, only expose himself to a flood of inextin- 
g^shable laughter. I have often known him select 
one of the rawest and most ignorant persons in 
presence, and to him, for the amusement of the 
rest, he has pretended to cause the absent to appear, 
the distant to draw near, and the dead themselves 
to burst the cerements of the grave. Take care, 
Hereward, that his arts make not a stain on the 
credit of one of my bravest Varangians." 

" There is no danger," answered Hereward. ** I 
shall not be fond of being often with this man. K 
he jests upon one subject which he hath mentioned 
to me, I shall be but too likely to teach him seri- 
ousness after a rough manner. And if he is serious 
in his pretensions in such mystical matters, we 
should, according to the faith of my grandfather, 
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Keneluiy do insult to the deceased, whose name is 
taken in the mouth of a soothsayer, or impious 
oidianter. I will not, therefore, again g^ near this 
Agelastes, he he wizard, or he he impostor.** 

** You apprehend me not," said the Acolyte, 
hastily ; " you mistake my meaning. He is a man 
from whom, if he pleases to converse with such as 
you, you may darive nweh knowledge ; keeping 
out of the reach of those pretended secret arts, 
which he will only use to turn thee into ridicule.'' 
With these words, which he himself would perhaps 
have felt it difficult to reconcile, the leader and U» 
follower parted. 
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CHAPTER IX* 

Between the foaming jawi of the white torrent, 
The skilful artist draws a sudden moond ; 
By level long he subdivides their strength. 
Stealing the waters from their rocky bed, 
First to diminish what he means to conquer; 
Then, for the residue he forms a road, 
Easy to keep, and painful to desert, 
And guiding to the end the planner aim*d at. 

TkeEugimeer. 

It would have been easy for Alexias, by a course 
of avowed suspicion, or any false step in the man- 
ner of receiving this tumultuary invasion of the 
European nations, to have blown into a flame the 
numerous but smothered grievances under which 
they laboured ; and a similar catastrophe would not 
have been less certain, had he at once abandoned 
all thoughts of resistance, and placed his hope of 
safety in surrendering to the multitudes of the west 
whatsoever they accounted worth taking. The 
Emperor chose a middle course ; and, unquestion- 
ably, in the weakness of the Greek empire, it was 
the only one which would have given him at once 
safety, and a great degree of consequence in the 
eyes of the Frank invaders and those of hit own 
subjects. The means with which he acted were of 
various kinds, and, rather from policy than incli« 
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nation, were often stained with falsehood or mean- 
ness ; therefore it follows, that the measures of the 
Emperor resembled those of the snake, who twines 
himself through the grass, with the purpose of 
stinging insidiously those whom he fears to approach 
with the step of the bold and generous lion. We 
are not, however, writing the History of the Cru- 
sades, and what we have already said of the 
Emperor's precautions on the first appearance of 
Godfrey of Bouillon, and his associates, may suffice 
for the elucidation of our story. 

About four weeks had now passed over, mark- 
ed by quarrels and reconcilements between the 
crusaders and the Grecians of the empire. The 
former were, as Alexius's policy dictated, occa- 
sionally and individually received with extreme 
honour, and their leaders loaded with respect and 
favour ; while, from time to time, such bodies of 
them as sought distant or circuitous routes to the 
capital, were intercepted and cut to pieces by light- 
armed troops, who easily passed upon their igno- 
rant opponents for Turks, Scythians, or other in- 
fidels, and sometimes were actually such, but in 
^e service of the Grecian monarch. Often, too, 
it happened, that while the more powerful chiefs 
of the crusade were feasted by the Emperor and 
his ministers with the richest delicacies, and their 
thirst slaked with iced wines, their followers were 
left at a distance, where, intentionally supplied 
with adulterated flour, tainted provisions, and bad 
water, they contracted diseases, and died in great 
numbers, without having once seen a foot of the 
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Holy Land, for the reeorerj of which they had 
abandoned their peace, their competence, and iiam 
native country. These aggreasions did not pass 
without comphdnt. Many of the crusading chiefs 
impugned the fidelity of their allies, exposed the 
losses sustained by tlieir armies as erils TolnntarOj 
inflicted on them by the Greeks, and on more than 
one occasion, the two nations stood opposed to eaeh 
other on such terms that a general war seemed to 
be inevitable. 

Alexins, however, though obliged to have re- 
course to every finesse, still kept his ground, and 
made peace with the most powerful chie&, under 
one pretence or other. The actual losses of the 
crusaiders by the sword he imputed to their own 
aggressions--their misguidance, to accident and to 
wilfulness — ^the effects produced on them by the 
adulterated provisions, to the vehemence of iheir 
own appetite for raw fruits and unripened wines. 
In short, there was no disaster of any kind whatso- 
ever which coidd possibly befall the unhappy pfl- 
grims, but the Emperor stood prepared to prove 
that it was the natural consequence of their own 
violence, wilfulness of conduct, or hostile precipi- 
tancy. 

The chiefs, who were not ignorant of their 
strength, would not, it was likely, have tamely 
suffered injuries from a power so inferior to their 
own, were it not that they had formed extravagant 
ideas of the wealth of the Eastern empire, which 
Alexius seemed willing to sbare with them with 
an excess of bounty as new to the leaders as the 
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nth prododions cf the EiMt were temptiog to tbeirj 
followers. 

The French nobles woidd periiaps have heesi the 
most difficult to be brought into order when dif- 
ferences atrose, but an aceidenty which the Elmperor 
in%ht hare termed proridentialy reduced the high- 
sporited Count oi Vemiandois to the skuatioa of a 
suppliant, when he expected to hold that of a dic- 
tator. A fierce ' tempest surprised his fleet after 
he set sail from. Italy, and he was finally driven on 
the coast of Grciece. Many slups were destroyed, 
and those troops who got ashore were so much dis- 
tressed, that they were obligee^ to surrender them- 
sehres to the lieutenants of Alexius. So that the 
Count of Vermandois, so haughty in his bearing 
when he first embarked, was sent to the court cuf 
Constantinople^ not as a prince, but as a prisoner. 
In diis case, the Emperor instantly set the soldiers 
at Ittierty, and loaded them with presents.* 

Grateful, therefore, for attentions in which 
Alexius was unremitting. Count Hugh was, by 
gratitude as w^ as interest, inclined to join the 
opinion of those who, for other reasons, desired 
the subsistence of peace betwixt the crusaders and 
the empire of Greece. A better principle d^ier- 
mined tiie celebrated Godfirey, Raymond of Thou- 
lonse, and some others, in whom derotion was 
something more than a mere burst of fanaticinn. 
These princes considered with what scandal their 
whole journey must be stained, if the first of their 

* See MUU* History of the Grasade , toL i., p. 96. 
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exploits should be a war upon the Grecian empire, 
n^iich might justly be called the barrier of Chris- 
tendom. If it was weak, and at the same time rich 
^f at the same time it invited rapme, and was 
unable to protect itself against it — it was the more 
their interest and duty, as Christian soldiers, to 
protect a Christian state, whose existence was of 
so much consequence to the common cause, even 
when it could not defend itself. It was the wish 
of these frank-hearted men to receive the Empe- 
ror's professions of friendship with such sincere 
returns of amity — to return his kindness with so 
much usury, as to convince him that their purpose 
towards him was in every respect fieur and honom*- 
able, and that it would be his interest to abstain 
from every injurious treatment which might induce 
or compel them to alter their measures towards 
him. 

It was with this accommodating spirit towards 
Alexius, which, for many different and complicated 
reasons, had now animated most of the crusaders, 
that the chiefs consented to a measure whidi, 
in other circumstances, they would probably have 
refused, as undue to the Greeks, and dishonourable 
to themselves. This was the famous resolution, 
that, before crossing the Bosphorus to go in quest 
of that Palestine which they had vowed to regain, 
each chief of crusaders woidd acknowledge indivi- 
dually the Grecian Emperor, originally lord para- 
mount of all these regions, as their liege lord and 
suzerain. 

The Emperor Alexius, with trembling joy, be- 
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held the cmsaders approach a conclusion to which 
he had hoped to hribe them rather by interested 
means than by reasoning, although much might be 
said why provinces reconquered from the Turks 
or Saracens should, if recoYered from the infidel, 
become again a part of the Grecian empire, from 
which they had been rent without any pretence, 
save that of violence. 

Though fearful, and almost despairing of beiug 
able to manage the rude and discordant army of 
haughty diiefe, who were wholly independent of 
each olJier, Alexius &iled not, with eagerness and 
dexterity, to seize upon the admission of Godfrey 
and his compeers, that the £mperor was entitled 
to the allegiance of all who should war on Pales- 
tine, and natural lord paramount of all the con- 
quests which should be made in the course of the 
expedition. He was resolved to make this cere- 
mony so public, and to interest men's minds in it 
by such a display of the imperial pomp and muni- 
ficence, that it should not either pass unknown, or 
be readily forgotten. 

An extensive terrace, one of the numerous spaces 
which extend along the coast of the Propontis, was 
chosen for the site of the magnificent ceremony. 
Here was placed an elevated and august throne, 
calculated for the use of the Elmperor alone. On 
this occasion, by su£Fering no other seats within 
view of the pageant, the Greeks endeavoured to 
secure a point of ceremony peculiarly dear to their 
vanity, namely, that none of that presence, save 
the £mperor himself, should be seated. Around 
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the throne of Aleidos ConmeiitiB were placed in 
order, but stsadhig, llie rsrions dignitaries of Im 
«pl6iidid court, in their diflbrmit ranks, frem tin 
Protosebastos and the Gssar, to the Patrian^ 
splendid in his ecclesiastic robes, and to Agc^astes, 
who, in his simple haUt, gave also the necessary 
attendance. B^dnd and aronnd the splendid dis- 
play of the Emperor's court, were dirawn many 
dark cirdes of the exBed Anglo-Saxons. These, 
by their own desire, were not, on that memorable 
day, accoutred in die silver corslets which w^e 
i^e fashion of an idle court, Imt sheathed in mail 
and plate. They desired, they sud, to be known 
as warriors to warriors. This was ike more readily 
granted, as there was no knowing what trifle might 
infringe a tmoe between parlies so inflammable as 
were now assembled. 

Beyond the Vnran^ns, in mudi greater nrnn- 
bers, were drawn up the bands of Grecians, or 
Romans, tiien known by die tide of Immortals, 
whidi had been borrowed by the Romans origi- 
nally from the empire of Persia. The stt^y 
forms, lofry crests, and splendid appar^ of diese 
guards, would hare given the fbrdg^ princes pre- 
sent a higher idea of their military prowess, had 
there not occurred in their ranks a frequent in- 
dicadon of loquacity and of modon, fyrnmg a 
strong contrast to the steady composure and death- 
like silence with whidi the well-trained Varangians 
stood in the parade, like statues made of iron. 

The reader must then conceive this dux)ne in all 
the pomp of Oriental greatness, surrounded by the 
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foreign and Roman txoops of the empire, and dose^ 
on the rear by clouds of light-horse, who shifted 
their places repeatedly, so as to convey an idea 
of their multitude, without afibrding the exact 
means of estimating it. Through the dust which 
they raised by these evolutions, might be seen 
banners and standards, among which could be dis- 
covered, by glances, the celebrated Labarum,* 
the pledge of conquest to the imperial banners, but 
whose sacred efficacy had somewhat failed of late 
days. , The rude soldiers of the West, who view- 
ed the Grecian army, maintained that the standards 
^ch were exhibited in front of their line, were at 
least sufficient for the array of ten times the num- 
ber of soldiers. 

Far on the right, the appearance of a very large 
body of European cavalry drawn up on the sea- 
shore, intimated the presence of the crusaders. So 
great was the desire to follow the example of the 
chiel' Princes, Dukes, and Counts, in making the 
proposed fealty, that the number of independent 
knights and nobles, who were to perform this ser- 
vice, seemed very great when collected together 
for that purpose ; for every crusader who possessed 
a tower, and led six lances, would have thought 
himself abridged of his dignity if he had not been 
called to acknowledge the Grecian Emperor, and 
hold the lands he should conquer of his throne, as 
well as Godfrey of Bouillon, or Hugh the Great, 
Count of Vermandois. And yet, with strange in- 

* Note L, p. 216*— Laboruna. 
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ix>n8istency, though they pressed to folfil the 
homage as that which was paid hy greater persons 
than themselves, they seemed, at the very same 
time, desirous to find some mode of intimating* that 
the homage which they rendered they felt as an idle 
degradation, and in fact held the whole show as a 
mere piece of mockery. 

The order of the procession had heen tiius set- 
tled: — The Crusaders, or, as the Grecians called 
them, the Counts^ — that heing the most oominon 
tide among them, — ^were to advance from the left 
of their hody, and passing the Emperor one by one, 
were apprized, that, in passing, each was to render 
to him, in as few words as possible, the homage 
which had been previously agreed on. Godfrey of 
Bouillon, his brother Baldwin, Bohemond of An- 
tioch, and several other crusaders of eminence, were 
the first to perform the ceremony, alighting when 
their own part was performed, and remaining in 
attendance by the Emperor's chair, to prevent, by 
the awe of their presence, any of their numerous 
associates firom being guilty of petulance or pre- 
sumption during the solemnity. Other crusaders 
of less degree retained their station near the Em- 
peror, when they had once g^ned it, .out of mere 
curiosity, or to show that they were as much at 
liberty to do so as the greater commanders who 
assumed that privilege. 

Thus two great bodies of troops, Grecian and 
European, paused at some distance from each other 
on the banks of the Bosphorus canal, differing in 
language, arms, and appearance. The small troops 
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o£ horse ^diich from time to time igmed ibrth from 
these bodies, resembled the flashes of lighttring 
passing from one thmider-doud to another, which 
oommnnicate to each oHi&t by such emissaries their 
overcharged contents. After some halt on the 
margin of tiie Bosphoros, tiie Franks who had per- 
formed homage, straggled irr^^nlarly forward to a 
quay on the shore, where innumerable galleys and 
smaller vessels, provided for the purpose, lay with 
sails and oars prepared to waft the warlike pilgrims 
ftcross the passage, and place them on that Asia 
which they longed so passionately to visit, and from 
which but few of them were likely to retnm. The 
gay appearance of the vessels which were to receive 
them, the readiness with which they were supplied 
with refreshmeiits, the narrowness of the strait they 
had to cross, the near i^proach of that active service 
which they had vowed and longed to discharge, put 
the warriors into gay spirits, and songs and music 
bore chorus to the departing oars. 

While such was the temper of the crusaders, the 
Grecian Emperor did his best through the whole 
ceremonial to impress on the armed multitude the 
highest ideas of his own grandeur, and the impor- 
tance of the occasion which had brought them to- 
gether. This was readily admitted by the higher 
chiefs ; some because their vanity had been pro- 
pitiated, — some because theur avarice had been 
gratified, — some because tiieir ambition had been 
inflamedr— and a few, a very few, because to remain 
friends with Alexius was the most probable means 
of advancing the purposes of their expedition. Ao- 
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eordingljr tile great lords, from these yarioiu 
tives, practised a hnmility which perhi^s thej were 
far from ^ling, and cai'efiilly i^stained from afl 
which might seem like irreverence at the solemn 
festival of the Grecians. But there were very maaj 
of a different temper. 

Of the great nnmher of counts, lords, and knights, 
under whose variety of banners the chisaders w«*e 
led to the walU of Oonstanfanople, many were too 
insignificant to be bribed to this distasteftil measure 
of homage ; and these, diongh they felt it danger- 
ous to oppose resistance, yet milled their submis- 
sion with taunts, ridicule, and such contraventions 
of decorum, as plainly intimated that lliey enter- 
tained resentment and scorn at the step they were 
about to take, and esteemed it as proclaiming them- 
sdves vassals to a prince, heretic in his fiuth, limited 
in the exercise of his boasted power, their enemy 
when he dared 6how himself such, and the friend 
of those only among their number, who were able 
to compel him to be so ; and who, though to them 
an obsequious ally, was to the others, when oc- 
casion offiared, tm insidious and murderous enemy. 

The ndbles of Prankish origin and descent w^e 
chiefly remarkiable for their presumptuous contempt 
of every other nation engaged in the crusade, as 
well as for th^ir dauntless bravery, and for the scorn 
with which they regarded the power and authority 
of the Greek empire. It was a common saying 
among them, that if the skies should &11, the French 
crusaders alone were able to hold them up with 
their lances. The same bold and arrogant disposi- 
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tkm ihowed itself in oocasional qoarrdfl with tiieir 
unwilling hosts, in which the Greeks, notwithstaeiid^ 
log all tirair art, ware often wcnrsted; so that 
Akxius was 4etermkied, at all events, to get rid of 
these intractable and fiery idlies, by ferrying them 
over the Bosphoms with all manner of diligence. 
To do this with safety, he availed himself of the 
presence of the Count of Verman^Ms, Godfrey of 
BouiUoB, and other diiefs of great influence, to 
ke^ in order the lesser Frankish kmghts, who 
were so numerous and unruly.* 

Struggling with his feelings of offended pride, 
tonpered by a prudent degree of apprehension, 
the Emptor endeavoured to receive with compla- 
cence a homage tendered in mookerf* An in- 
ddent shortly took place oi a character highly 
descriptive of the natiims Wought together in so 
extraordinary a manner, and with such different 
feelings and sentiments. Several bands of French 
had passed, in a sort of procession, the throne of 
the Emperor, and rendwed, with some appearance 
of gravity, the usual homage. On this occasion 
they bent their knees to Alexius, placed their hands 
within his, and in that posture paid the ceremo- 
nies of feudal fealty. But when it came to the 
turn of Bohemond of Antioch, already mentioned, 
to render this fealty, the Emperor, desirous to 
show every species of honour to this wily parson, 
his former enemy, and now apparently his ally^ 
advanced two or three paces towards the sea- 

* See MUlB, toL L, ehiip. a 
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side, where the hoats lay as if in readiness for hit 
use* 

The distance to which the Emperor moyed was 
very small, and it was assumed as a piece of defer- 
ence to Bohemond; hut it became the means of 
exposing Alexius himself to a cutting affi-ont, 
which his guards and subjects felt deeply, as an 
intentional humiliation. A half score of horsemen^ 
attendants of the Prankish Coimt who was next to 
perform the homage, with their lord at their head, 
set o£P at full gallop from the right flank of the 
French squadrons, and arriving before the throne, 
which was yet empty, they at once halted. The 
rider at the head of the band was a strong h^cn- 
lean figure, with a decided and stem countenance, 
though extremely handsome, looking out from thidc 
black curls. His head was surmounted with a barret 
cap, while his hands, limbs, and feet were cover- 
ed with garments of chamob leather, over which 
he in general wore the ponderous and complete 
armour of his country. This, however, he had laid 
aside for personal convenience, though in doing so 
he evinced a total neglect of the ceremonial which 
marked so important a meeting. He waited not 
a moment for the Emperor's return, nor regarded 
the impropriety of obliging Alexius to hurry his 
steps back to his throne, but sprung from his gi- 
gantic horse, and threw the reins loose, which were 
instantly seized by one of the attendant pages. 
Without a moment's hesitation the Frank seated 
himself in the vacant throne of the Emperor, and 
extending his half-armed and robust figure on the 
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golden cushions which were destined for Alexius, 
he indolently began to caress a large wolf-hound 
which had followed him, and which, feeling itself 
as mnch at ease as its master, reposed its grim 
form on the carpets of silk and gold damask, which 
tapestried the imperial footstool. The very hound 
stretched itself with a bold, ferocious insolence, 
and seemed to regard no one with respect, save the 
stem knight whom it called master. 

The Emperor, turning back from the short space 
which, as a special mark of favour, he had accom- 
panied Bohemond, beheld with astonishment his 
seat occupied by this insolent Frank. The bands 
of the half savage Varangians who were stationed 
around, would not have hesitated an instant in 
avenging the insult, by prostrating the violator of 
their master's throne even in this act of his con- 
tempt, had they not been restrained by Achilles 
Tatius and other officers, who were uncertain what 
the Emperor would do, and somewhat timorous of 
taking a resolution for themselves. 

Meanwhile, the unceremonious knight spoke 
aloud, in a speech which, though provincial, might 
be understood by all to whom the French language 
was known, wMe even those who understood it 
not, gathered its interpretation from his tone and 
manner. <^ What churl is thisr** he said, *' who has 
remained sitting stationary like a block of wood, 
or the fragment of a rock, when so many noble 
knights, the flower of chivalry and muster of gal- 
lantry, stand uncovered around, among the thrice 
conquered Varangians ?" 
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A deep, dear accent rqilied, as if Brom the bet* 
torn of tlie earth, so like it was to the accents of 
some being. from the other wprid, — ** If the Nor- 
mans desire battle of the Varangians, they will meet 
them in the lists man to man, without the poor boast 
of insulting the Emperor of Greece, who is wdl 
known to fight only by the battle-axes of his guard." 

The astonishment was so great when ^lis answer 
was heard, as to afiect eyen the knight^ wlM>se inr 
suit upon the Emperor had occasioned it ; and amid 
the efibrts of Achilles to retain his sddier» within 
the bounds of subordination and silence, a kmd 
murmur seemed to intimate that they would not 
long remain so. Bdiemond returned through the 
press with a celerity which did n<^ so well suit the 
dignity of Alexius, and catching the crusader by 
the arm, he, something between fear means and a 
gentle degree of force, obliged him to leave the 
chair of the Emperor, in which he had placed him- 
self so boldly. 

<< How is it," said Bohemond, << noble Gomt 
of Paris ? Is there one of this great assembly 
who can see with patience, that your name, so 
widely renowned for valour, is now to be quoted 
in an idle brawl with hirelings, whose utmost boast 
it is to bear a mercenary battle*axe in the ranks of 
the Emperor's guards ? For shame^-fbr «hame— 
do not, for the discredit of NcNrman cluvalry, letit 
besor 

<* I know not," said the crusader, rising reloet* 
andy — ^* 1 am not nice in choosing the degree of 
my adversary, when he bears fainui^ like one wW 
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is willing and forward in battle. I am good-na- 
tared, I tell tbee, Connt Bc^emend ; and Turk or 
Tartar, or wandering Anglo-Saxon, who only es- 
capes £rom the cbdn of the Normans to become the 
slaye of the Greek, is equally welcome to wiiet 
his bli^e dean against my armonr, if he desires 
to achieve sud^ an honourable office." 

The Emperor had heard what passed — had heard 
it with indignation, mixed with fear ; for he ima- 
gined the whole scheme of his policy was abont 
to be OTertnm^d at once by a premeditated plan 
of personal afiront, and probably an assault upon 
his person. He was d[>out to odl to arms, ^dien, 
casting his eyes on the right flank of the crusadars, 
he saw that all remained quiet after the Frank 
Baron had transferred himself from thence. He 
therefore instantly resolved to let the insult pass, 
as one of the rough pleasantries of the Franks, 
since the advance of more troops did not give any 
symptom of an actual onset. 

Resolving on his line of conduct with the quick^ 
ness of thought, he glided back to his canopy, and 
stood beside his throne, of which, however, he 
chose not instantly to take possession, lest he 
should give the insolent stranger some ground for 
renewing and persisting in a competition for it. 

" What bold Vavasour is this," said he to Count 
Baldwin, '< whom, as is apparent from his dignity, 
I ought to have received seated upon my throne^ 
and who thinks proper thus to vindicate his rank ?" 

^ He is reckoned one of the bravest men in our 
ho0t»" answered Baldwin, << though the brave are 
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as nmnaroos there as the sands of the sea. He 
will himself tell yoa his name and rank.* 

Alexins looked at the Vayasour. He saw no- . 
thing in his large, well-formed features, lighted by 
a wild tonch of entimsiasm which spoke in his quids 
eye, that intimated premeditated insnlt, and was 
induced to suppose tJiat what had occurred, so con- 
trary to the form and ceremonial of the Gredan 
court, was neither an intentional affiront, nor de- 
signed as the means of introducing a quarreL He 
therefore spoke witii comparativ^e ease, when he 
addressed the stranger thus : — ^ We know not by 
what dignified name to salute you; but we are 
aware, from Count Baldwin's information, tJiat we 
are honoured in having in our presence one of the 
bravest knights whom a sense of the wrongs done 
to the Holy Land has brought thus dax on his way 
to Palestine, to free it from its bondage." 

'^ If you mean to ask my name," answered the 
European knight, ** any one of these pilgrims can 
readily satisfy you, and more gracefully than I can 
myself; since we use to say in our country, that 
many a fierce quarrel is prevented from being 
fought out by an untimely disclosure of names^ 
when men, who might have fought with the fear 
of Grod before their eyes, must, when their names 
are manifested, recognise each other as spiritual 
allies, by baptism, gossipred, or some such irre- 
sistible bond of fri^idship; whereas, had they 
fought first and told their names aflterwards, they 
could have had some assurance of each odier's va- 
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ImiT, and have been able to view their relationship 
as an honour to both.'* 

<< Still," said the Emperor, ** methinks I woald 
know if yon, who, in this extraordinary press of 
knights, seem to assert a precedence to yourself, 
claim the dignity due to a king or prince ? " 

<< How speak yon that?'* said tiie Frank, with 
a brow somewhat overclouded ; ** do you feel that 
I have not left you nnjostled by my advance to 
these squadrons of yours ? " 

Alexius hastened to answer, that he felt no par- 
ticular desire to connect the Count with an a£Front 
or offence ; observing, that in the extreme neces- 
sity of the Empire, it was no time far him, who 
was at the helm, to engage in idle or unnecessary 
qoarrels* 

The Frankish knight heard him, and answered 
drily — " Since such are your sentiments, I wonder 
that you have ever resided long enough within the 
hearing of the French language to learn to speak 
it as you do. I would have thought some of the 
sentiments of the chivalry of the nation, since you 
are neither a monk nor a woman, would, at the 
same time with the words of the dialect, have 
found their way into your heart.'* 

** Hush, Sir Count," said Bohemond, who re- 
nudned by the Emperor to avert the threatening 
quarrel. ** It is surely requisite to answer the 
Emperor with civility ; and those who are impa- 
tient for warfare, will have infidels enough to wage 
it with. He only demanded your name and line- 

VOL. XLVI, o 
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ngOf whidi yoa of all iiiea can hare least objection 
to disclose.** 

<< I know not if it will interest this Prince, or 
Emperor as yon term him/* answered the Frank 
Count ; ** but all the accoont I can giro of myself 
is this : In the midst of one of the rast forests 
which occupy the centre of France, my natire 
country, Uiere stands a chapel, snuk so low into 
thf ground, that it seems as if it were become de- 
crepid by its own great age. The image of the 
Holy Virgin who presides over its altar, is called 
by all men our Lady of the Broken Lances, and is 
accounted through the whole kingdom the nio«t 
celebrated for military adventures. Four beaten 
roads, each leading from an opposite point in 
the compass, meet before the principal door of 
the chapel ; and ever and anon, as a good kni^t 
arrives at this place, he passes in to the perform* 
ance of his devotions in the chapel, having first 
sounded his horn three times, till ash and oak-tree 
quiver and ring. Having then kneeled down to 
his devotions, he seldom arises from the maas of 
Her of the Broken Lances, but there is attending 
on his leisure some adventurous knight ready to 
satisfy the new comer's desire of battle. This 
station have I held for a month and more against 
all comers, and all gave me fair thanks for the 
knightly manner of quitting myself towards them, 
except one, who had the evil hap to fall from his 
hiHTse, and did break his neck; and another, who 
was struck through the body, so that the lance 
came out behind his back about a cloth-yard, all 
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dripping with blood. Allowing fbr aueh acddentu, 
which cannot easily be aroided, my opponentt 
parted with me with &ir acknowledgment of the 
grace I had done them." 

" I conceive, Sir Kntght," said the Emperor, 
*' that a form like years, animated by the coorage 
yon display, is likely to find few equals even amoiig 
your adrenturoos conntrymen ; far less among men 
who are taught that to cast away their lives in a 
senseless quarrel among themselves, is to throw 
away, like a boy, the gift of Providence." 

** You are welcome to your opinion," said the 
Frank, somewhat contemptuously ; " yet I assure 
you, if you doubt that our gallant strife was un- 
mixed with snllenness and anger, and that we hunt 
not the hart or the boar with merrier hearts in the 
evening, than we discharge our task of chivalry 
by the mom had arisen, before the portal of tfan? 
old chapel, you do us foul injustice." 

** With tiie Turks you will not enjoy this ami- 
able exchange of courtesies,*' answered Alexius. 
" Wherefore I would advise you neither to stauy 
fiur into the van nor into the rear, but to abide by 
the standard where the best infidels make their 
e£fbrt8, and the best knights are required to repel 
them." 

«< By our Lady of the Broken Lances," said the 
Crusader, « I would not that the Turks were more 
courteous than they are Christian, and am well 
pleased that unbeliever and heathen hound are a 
proper description for the best of them, as being 
traitor alike to their God and to the laws of chU, 
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valry; and ctovootlf do I trust that I shall meet 
with them in the frtmt rank of our army, beside 
our standard, or elsewhere, and have an open field 
to do my devoir against theni, both aa the enemies 
of Our Lady and the holy saints, and as, by th«r 
enril customs, more expressly my own. Meanwhile 
you have time to seat yourself and receive my 
homage, and I will be bound to you for despatch- 
ing this foolish ceremony with as little waste and 
delay of time as the occasion will permit." 

The Emperor hastily seated himself, and recei- 
ved into his the sinewy* hands of the Crusader, who 
made the acknowledgment' of his homage, and 
was then g^id^d o£P by Count Baldwin, who walk- 
ed with the stranger to the ships, and t^n, appa- 
rently well pleased at seeing him in the course of 
going on board, returned back to the side of the 
Emperor. ' 

« What is the name," said the Emperor, ^ of 
that singular and assuming man?" 

<< It is Robert, Count of Paris," answered Bald- 
win, ** accounted one of the bravest peers who 
stand around the throne of France." 

After a moment's recollection. Alexins Comne- 
nns issued orders, that the ceremcmkil of the day 
should be discontinued, afraid, perhaps, lest the 
rough and careless humour of the strangers should 
produce some new quarrel. The crusaders were 
led, nothing loath, back to palaces in which they 
had already been hospitably received, and readfly 
resumed the interrupted feast, from which they 
had been called to pay their homage^ The tmm< 
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petB^ the ▼ariooB kiidars blew the recdll of the 
few troeps of an ordinanr character who were at- 
tenda&ty together with the host of knights and 
leadars, who, pleased with the indidgences provi- 
ded for them, and obsosrely foreseeing that the 
passage of the Bosphorus wo^d be the commence- 
ment of their actual suffering, rejoiced in being 
caUed to the hither side. 

It was not probably intended ; but the hero, as 
he might be styled, of the tomultuous day. Count 
Robert of Paris, who was already on his road to 
embarkation on the strut, was disturbed in his 
purpose by the sound of recall which was echoed 
around; nor could Bohemond, Godfrey, or any 
who took upon him to explain the signal, alter his 
resolution of returning to Constantinople. He 
laughed to scorn the threatened displeasure of the 
£mper(H:, and seemed to think there would be a 
peculiar pleasure in braving Aleidus at his own 
board, or^ at least, that nothing could be more in- 
different than whether he gave offence or not. 

To Grodfrey of Bouillon, to whom he showed 
some respeetf he was stiU far from pa3ring defer- 
ence; and that sagacious prince, having used every 
argmnent which migl^ c^ake his purpose of re- 
turning to the imperial city, to the very point of 
making it a quarrel with him in person, at length 
abandoned him to his own discretion, and pointed 
him out to the Count of Tholouse, as he passed, as 
a wild knight-enrant, incapable of being influenced 
by any ^ng save his own wayward fancy. ^' He 
brings m^ five hundred men to the crusade," said 
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Godfrey; " and I dare be sworn, that even in this, 
the very outset of the undertaking, he knows not 
where these five hundred men are, and how their 
wants are provided for. There is an eternal trum- 
pet in his ear sounding to assault, nor has he room 
or time to bear a milder or more rational sig^. 
See how he stroUs along yonder, the very emblem 
of an idle schoolboy, broke out of the school-bounds 
upon a holyday, half animated by curiosity and 
half by love of mischief." 

" And,** said Raymond, Count of Tholouse, 
''with resolution sufficient to support the despe- 
rate purpose of the whole army of devoted crusa- 
ders. And yet so passionate a Rodomont is Count 
Robert, that he would rather risk the success of 
the whole expedition, than omit an opportunity of 
meeting a worthy antagonist en chan^ clos^ or lose, 
as he terms it, a chance of worshipping our Lady 
of the Broken Lances. Who are yon with whom 
he has now met, and who are apparently waUdng, 
or rather strolling, in the same way with him, back 
to Constantinople?" 

** An armed knight, brilliantly equipped — ^yet of 
' something less than knighdy stature,** answered 
Godfrey. '^ It is, I suppose, the celebrated kdy 
who won Robert's heart in the lists of batde, by 
bravery and valour equal to his own ; and the pil- 
grim form in the long vestments may be their 
daughter or niece." 

" A singular spectacle, worthy Knight,* said 
the Count of Tholouse, ^ do our days present to 
us, to which we have had nothing similar, sbce 
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Graita,* wife of Robert Gniscard, first tool^ upon 
her to distiiigiiish herself by manly deeds of em- 
prise, and riral her husband, as well in the front 
of battle as at the dancing-room or banquet." 

^ Such is the custom of this pair, most noble 
knighty" answered another Crusader, who had 
joined them, " and Heaven pity the poor man 
wiio has no power to keep domestic peace by an 
appeal to the stronger hand I" 

" Well !" replied Raymond, " if it be rather a 
mortifying reflection, that the lady of our love is 
far past the bloom of youth, it is a consolation that 
she is too old-fashioned to beat us, when we re- 
turn back with no more of youth or manhood than 
a long crusade has left. But come, follow on the 
road to Constantinople, and in the rear of this roost 
doughty knight." 

* Note XL, p. 216.— Gaita. 
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NOTES TO CHAPTER IX. 

Note I., p. 199. — Labarum. 



Dneange fills half a colamn of his huge page with the : 
names of the authors who have written at length on the Let- 
hanm, or principal standard of the empire for the time of 
Constantino. It consisted of a spear of silver, or plated with 
that metal, having suspended from a cross heam below the 
spoke a sniall square silken banner, adorned with portraits of 
the reigning family, and over these the famous Monogram 
which expresses at once the figure of the cross and the initial 
letters of the name of Christ. The bearer of the Labarum was 
an officer of high rank down to the last days of the Byzantin 
government. — See Gibbon, chap. 20. 

Ducange seems to have proved, from the evidence of ooins 
and triumphal monument^ that a standard of the form of the 
Lahcarum was used by various barbarous nations long before 
it was adopted by their Roman conquerors, and he is of opi- 
nion that its name also was borrowed from either Teutonic 
Germany, or Celtic Gaul, or Sclavonic lUyria. It is certain 
that either the German language or the Welsh may afford at 
this day a perfectly satisfiictory etjrmon: Lap-hear in the 
former, and Lab-hair in the latter, having precisely the same 
meaning — the cloth of the host. 

The form of the Labarummoy still be recognised in the ban- 
ners carried in ecclesiastical processions in all Roman Catholie 
I. 



Note II., p. 215 Gaita. 

Amazon makes a conspicuous figure in Anna Com* 
icount of her Other's campaigns against Robert Gnis- 
n one occasion (Alexiad, lib. iv., p. 93) she represents 
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her as thus recalling the fiigitiTe loldSery of her husband to 
their duty, — *H ^< y* ratrm nmXXMg <?XXn, »Sv fin Ahfiit »«r 
cw«» fiwytcnf i^u^a ^ttnf, fi»f9f i r$ *Ofvit^t»$f iv»t rn Hia 
ii»Xi»rat Xiyiiv ii0»u» MiX(* V9h fit^trii ; ^rnrt, in^tf Irf. 
'Hf }i in (pivy^fTus rurug U^^'j ^«^ fMt»(»f hmyxetXimftttn^ 
•Xtit (vn^Mg f yW« »mr» rm ^itfy»9Ttt» (•rau.-.That is, ex- 
horting them, in all but Homeric language, at the top of her 
voice ; and when this failed, brandishing a long spear, and 
rushing upon the fngitives at the utmost speed of her horse. 

This heroic lady, according to the Chromque ScandaUuse of 
those days, was afterwards deluded by some ennning overtures 
of the Greek Emperor, and poisoned her husband in expee* 
tation of gaining a place on the throne of Constantinoplo. 
Ducanii^e, howevcfy rijeeta the ttay> and aa does Gibbon. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Those w«re wild times— the antipodes of oars : 
Ladies were there, who ofteaer saw themselTcs 
In the In^Mid lustre of a foeman*s shield 
Than in a mirror, and who rather sought 
To matoh themselves in battle, than in dalliance 
To meet a lover's onset.— But though Nature 
Was outraged thus, she was not oreroome. 

Feudal Times. 

ftENHiLDA, Coimtess of Paris, was one of those 
'art dames who willingly hazarded themselves 
3 front of battle, which, during the first crusade, 
as common as it was possible for a very un- 
*al custom to be, and, in fact, gave the real 
Qces of the Marphisas and Bradamantes, whom 
irriters of romance delighted to paint, assigning 

sometimes the advantage of invulnerable ar- 
', or a spear whose thrust did not admit of 
; resisted, in order to soften the improbability 
3 weaker sex being freqnendy victorious ovet 
lale part of the creation. 
It the spell of Brenhilda was of a more simple 
e, and rested chiefly in her great beauty, 
om a girl, she despised the pursuits of her sex ; 
;hey who ventured to become suitors for the 

of the young Lady of Aspramonte, to which 
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warlike fief she had succeeded, and which perhaps 
encouraged her in her fimcy, receired for answer, 
that they must first merit it by their good behariour 
in the lists. The &ther of Brenhilda was dead; 
her mother was of a gentle temper, and easily kept 
under management by the young lady herself. 

Brenhilda's numerous suitors readily agreed to 
terms which were too much according to the man- 
ners of the age to be disputed. A tournament was 
held at the Castle of Aspramonte, in which one half 
of the gallant assembly rolled headbng before their 
successfid rivals, and withdrew firom the lists morti- 
fied and disi^pointed. The successful party among 
the suitors were expected to be sununoned to joust 
among themselves. But they were surprised at 
being made acquainted with the lady's further wilL 
She aspired to wear armour herself, to wield a lance, 
and back a steed, and prayed the knights that they 
would permit a lady, whom they professed to hon- 
our so highly, to mingle in their games of ehiyalry 
The young knights courteously recmved their 
young mistress in the lists, and smiled at the idea 
of her holding them triumphantly against so many 
gallant champions of the other sex. But the vassals 
and old servants of the Count, her father, smiled to 
each other, and intimated a difierent result than the 
gallants anticipated. The knights who encountered 
the fair Brenhilda were one by one stretched on 
the sand; nor was it to be denied, that the situa- 
tion of tilting with one of the handsomest women 
of the time, was an extremely embarrassing one 
Each youth was bent to withhold his charge in ftiU 
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ToUey, to oause hk steed to Awerve at the liifi 
shook, or in some other way to flindi fixmi 4maf^ 
the utmost which was necessary to gain the ^icIeFy, 
lest, in so gaining it, he might cause irreparaUe 
injury to the heaotiful opponent he tSied wkk. 
Bnt the Lady of Aspramonte was not one who 
could he conquered hy less than the exertion of 
the whole strength and tidents of the victor. The 
defeated suitors departed firom the lists ihe Baone 
mortified at their discomfiture, heoanse Rdbert of 
Paris arrived at sunset, and, understanding what 
was going forward, sent his name to the banieis, 
as that of 4& knig^ who would wiltingly forego the 
reward of the tournament, in ease he had the fo- 
tune to gain it, declaring, that neither lands nor 
ladies' charms were what he came thither to seek. 
Brenhilda, piqued and mortified, diose a new laace, 
mounted her best steed, and advanced into tiie lists 
as one determined to avenge upon the new assail- 
ant's brow the slight of her charms which he seem- 
ed to express. But whether her displeasure had 
somewhat interfered with her usual skill, or whe- 
ther she had, like others of her sex, felt a partiality 
towards one whose heart was not pardcularly set 
upon gaining hers— or whether, as is eft^i said on 
such occasions, her fitted hour was come, so it was 
tiiat Count Robert t^d with his usual address 
and good fi)rtune. Brenlulda of Aspramonte was 
unhorsed and unhelmed, and stretched on the earth, 
and the beautifol fiu», which faded fiwm very red 
to deadly pale before the eyes of the victor, pro- 
duced its natural efiect in rabing the value of his 
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conquest. He would, in conformity with his resolu- 
tion, have left the castle, after haying mortified the 
vanity of the lady; but her mother opportunely 
interposed ; and when she had satisfied hersdf that 
no serious injury had been sustained by the young 
heiress, she returned her thanks to the stranger 
knight who had tai^ht her daughter a lesson, 
which, she trusted, she would not easily forget. 
Thus tempted to do what he secretly wished. Count 
Robert gave ear to those sentiments, which natu- 
rally wluspered to him to be in no hurry to with- 
draw. 

He was of the blood of Charlemagne, and, what 
was still of more consequence in the young lady's 
eyes, one of the most renowned of Norman knights 
in that jousting day. After a residence of ten days 
in the castle of Aspramonte, the bride and bride- 
groom set out, for such was Cenmt Robert's will, 
with a competent train, to our Lady of the Broken 
Lanoes, where it pleased hkn to be wedded. Two 
knights, who were waiting to do battle, as was the 
custom of the place, were rather disappointed at 
the nature of the cavalcade, which seemed to in- 
terrupt their purpose. But greatly were they 
surprised when they received a cart;di firom the 
betrothed couple, ofiering to substitute their own 
persons in the room of otlier antagonists, and con- 
gratulating themselves in cmnmencing their married 
life in a manner so consistent with that which they 
had hitherto led. They were victorious as usual ; 
and the only persons having occasion to rue the 
complaisance of the Count and his bride, were tiie 
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two Strangers, oae of whom broke an arm in the 
rencontre, and the other disloeated a collar h&a^ 

Count Robertas coarse of knight-errantry ^Bd 
not seem to be in the least intermitted by his leaiv 
riage ; on the contrary, when he was called upon to 
support his renown, his wife was often known also 
in military exploits, nor was she inferior to hsm in 
thirst after fame. They both assumed the cross at 
the same time, that being then the predominating 
foUy^ in Europe. 

The Countess Bradiilda was now above sixHuui- 
twenty years old, with as much beautjr as can wyi 
fall to the share of an Amaion. A %are, of the 
largest feminine size, was surmounted by a noUe 
countenance, to whidi even repeated warlike toik 
had not given more dian a sunny hue, reUeyed by- 
the dazzling whiteness of such parts of her fiioe as 
were not usually disf^yed. 

As Alexius gave orders that hb retinue shoaki 
return to Constantin<^le, lie spoke in private to 
the Follower, Achilles Tatius. The Satrap an- 
swered M^th a sulmiissive bend of the head, and 
separated with a few attendants from the main 
body of the Emperor^ train. The principal road 
to tibe city was, of course, filled with the troops, 
and with the numerous crowds of spectators, all of 
whom were inconyenieiMsed in some degree by the 
dust and heat of the weather. 

Count Robert of Paris had embarked his horses 
on board of ship, and all his retinue, except an old 
squire or valet of his own, and an attendant of his 
wife. He felt himself more incommoded in. this 
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crowd than he desired, espedaUy as his wife shared 
it with him, and began to look among the scattered 
trees which fringed the shores, down ahnost to the 
tide«Biark, to see if he could discern any bypath 
which might carry them more oircoitously, but 
more pleasantly, to the city, and afiford them at 
the same time, what was their princqml object in 
the E^ast, strange sights, or adyentures of chivalry. 
A broad and beatai path seemed to promise them 
all the enjoyment which shade could give in a warm 
climate. The ground through which it wound its 
way was beautifully broken by the appearance of 
temples, diurches, and kiosks, and here and thwe 
a fountfun distributed its silver produce', lUce a be- 
nevolent individual, who, self-denying to himself, 
is liberal to all others who are in necessity. The 
distant sound of the martial muMC still regaled 
their way ; and, at the same time, as it detained 
the populace on the high-road, prevented the 
strangers iirom becoming incommoded with fellow- 
travellers. 

Rejoicing in the abated heat of the day — wgbl" 
dering, at the same time, at the various kinds of 
arehitecture, the Grange features of the landscape, 
or accidental touches of manners exhibited by 
those who met or passed them upon their journey, 
they strolled easily onwards. One figure particu- 
larly caught the attention of the Countess Bren- 
hilda. This was an old man of gr«it stature, en- 
gaged, i^arently, so deeply widi the rdl of parch- 
ment which he held in his hand, that he paid no 
attention to the objects which were passing around 
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him. Dee^ thonglit appeared to reign on his brow, 
and his eye wim of that piercing kind which geemt 
designed to search and winnow the frivolons from 
the edifying part of hnman discussion, and limit 
its enquiry to the last. Raising his eyes slowly 
from the parchment on which he had been gazmg, 
the look of Agelastes — ^for it was the sage himself 
—encountered those of Count Robert and his lady, 
and addressing them with the kindly epithet of 
<< my children," he asked if they had missed their 
road, or whether there ¥^a8 any thing in which he 
could do them any pleasure. 

^ We are strangers, father," was the answer, 
^ from a distant country, and belonging to the ar- 
my whidi has passed hither upon pilgrimage ; one 
object brings us here in common, we hope, with 
all that host. We desire to pay our devdtioiu 
where the great ransom was paid for us, and to 
free, by our good swords, enslaved Palestine, from 
the usurpation and tyranny of the infidel. When 
we have said this, we have announced our highest 
human motive. Yet Robert of Paris and his 
Countess would not willingly set their foot on a 
land, save what should resound its echo. They 
have not been accustomed to move in silence upon 
the face of the' earth, and they would purchase an 
eternal life of fiune, though it were at the price of 
mortal eidstence." 

" You »efk then to barter safety for fame," said 
Agelastes, ** though you may, perchance, throw 
death into the scale by which you hope to gain it?'' 

*^ Assuredly," said Count BLobert ; << nor is there 
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one wearing such a belt as this, to whom siich a 
thought is stranger.* 

" And as 1 understand,* said Agelastes, ** your 
lady shares with your honourable self in these va- 
lorous resolutions? — Can this be ?** 
^" You may undervalue my female courage, fa- 
ffier, if such is your will, "said the Countess ; " but 
I speak in presence of a witness who can attest the 
truth, when I say that a man of half your years 
had not doubted the truth with impunity." 

<^ Nay, Heaven protect me from the lightning 
of your eyes," said Agelastes, " whether in anger 
or in scorn. I bear an eegis about myself against 
what I should else have feared. But age, with its 
incapacities, brings also its apologies. Perhaps, 
indeed, it is one like me whom you seek to find, 
and in that case I should be happy to render to 
you such services a« it is my duty to offer to all 
worthy knights." 

** I have already said," replied Count Robert, 
<* that after the accomplishment of my vow," — ^he 
looked upwards and crossed himself, — ^*< there is 
nothing on earth to which I am more bound, than 
to ceJebrate my name in arms as becomes a valiant 
cavalier. When men die obscurely, they die for 
ever. Had my ancestor Charles never left the 
paltry banks of the Saale, he had not now been 
much better known than any vine-dresser who 
widd^ his pruning-hook in the same territories. 
But he bore him like a brave man, and his name is 
deathless in the memory of the worthy." 

** Young man," said the old Grecian, ** although 

VOL. XLVI. p t 
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it is but seldom that such as you, whom I was made 
to seire and to value, visit this country, it is not 
the less true that I am well qualified to serve you 
in the matter which you have so much at heart. 
My acquaintance with nature has been so perfect 
and so long, that, during its continuance, she ^ 
disappeared, and another world has been spreik 
before me, in which she has but little to do. Thus 
the curious stores which I have assembled, are be- 
yond the researches of other men, and not to be 
laid before those whose deeds of valour are to be 
bounded by the ordinary probabilities of everyday 
nature. No romancer of your romantic country, 
ever devised such extraordinary adventures out of 
his own imagination, and to feed the idle wonder 
of those who sat listening around, as those which I 
know, not of idle invention^ but of real positive 
existence, with the means of achieving and accom- 
plishing the conditions of each adventure." 

<< If such be your real profession," said the 
French Count, ** you have met one of those whom 
you chiefly search for ; nor will my Countess and 
I stir farther upon our road until you have pointed 
out to us some one of those adventures which it is 
the business of errant-knights to be industrious in 
seeking out." 

So saying, he sat down by the side of the old 
man ; and his lady, with a degree of reverence 
which had something in it almost diverting, lollow- 
ed his example. 

<< We have fallen right, Brenhilda," said Coont 
Robert ; << our guardian angel has watched his chaige 
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earefolly. Here hare we come among an ignorant 
set of pedants, chattering their absurd language, 
and holding more important the least look that a 
<M>wardly Emperor can give^ than the best blow 
that a good knight can deaL Believe me, I was 
wellnigh thinking that we had done ill to take the 
cross — Ood forgive such an impious doubt I Yet 
here, when we were even despairing to find the 
road to fame, we have met with one of those ex- 
cellent men whom the knights of yore were wont 
to find sitting by springs, by crosses, and by altars, 
ready to direct the wandering knight where fame 
was to be found. Disturb him not, my Brenhilda,** 
said the Count, << but let him recall to himself his 
stories of the ancient time, and thou shalt see he 
will enrich us with the treasures of his informa- 
tion." 

<< If,'* replied Agelastes, afiter some pause, << I 
have waited for a longer term than human life is 
granted to most men, I shall still be overpaid by 
dedicating what remains of existence to the service 
of a pair so devoted to chivalry. What first occurs 
to me is a story of our Greek country, so famous 
in adventures, and which I shall briefly detail to 
yoa: — 

** Afar hence, in our renowned Grecian Archi- 
pelago, amid storms and whirlpools, rocks which, 
changing their character, appear to precipitate 
themselves against each other, and billows that are 
never in a pacific state, lies the rich island of Zuli- 
cbtum, inhabited, notwithstanding its wealth, by a 
▼ery few natives, who live only npon the sea-coasc 
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rbe inland part of the island is one immense moan* 
tain, or pile of mountains, auongst which, those 
who dare approach near enough, may, we are as- 
sured, discern the mossgrown and antiquated 
towers and pinnacles of a stately, hut rninoiu 
castle, the habitation of the sovereign of the island, 
in which she has been enchanted for a great many 
years. 

*< A bold knight, who came upon a pilgrimage 
to Jerusalem, made a vow to deliver this unhappy 
victim of pain and sorcery ; feeling, with justice, 
velienoently offended, that the fiends of darkness 
should exercise any authority near the Holy Land, 
which might be termed the very fountain of light 
Two of the x)ldest inhabitants of the island under- 
took to guide him as near to the main gate as they 
j.,-«* ^QY did they approach it more closely than 
gth of a bow-shot. Here, then, abandoned 
[e]f, the brave Frank set forth upon his enter- 
with a stout heart, and Heaven alone to 
The fabric which he approached showed, 
gigantic size, and splendour of outline, the 
and wealth of the potentate who had erected 
le brazen gates unfolded themselves as if 
lope and pleasure; and aerial voices swept 
[ the spires and turrets, congratulating the 
of the plaice, it might be, upon the expected 
ch of its deliverer. 

le knight passed on, not unmoved with won- 
ipugh untainted. . by fear; aha the Gothic 
)urs which he saw. were of a kind highly to 
lis idea of the beauty of the mistress for 
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whom a prison-house had been so richly decorated. 
Guards there were in Eastern dress and arms, npon 
bulwark and buttress, in readiness, it appeared, to 
bend their bows ; but the warriors were motionless 
and silent, and took no more notice of the armed 
step of the knight than if a mmik or hermit had 
approached their guarded post. They were living, 
and yet, as to all power and sense, they might be 
cxinsidered among the dead. If there was truth in 
the old tradition, the sun had shone and the rain 
had fallen upon them for more than four hundred 
changing seasons, without their being sensible of 
the genial warmth of the one or the coldness of the 
other. Like the Israelites in the desert, their 
shoes had not decayed, nor their vestments waxed 
old. As Time left them, so and without alteration 
was he again to find them." The philosopher be- 
gan now to recall what he had heard of the cause 
of their enchantment. 

<< The sage, to whom this potent charm is im- 
puted, was one of the Magi who followed the 
tenets of Zoroaster. He had come to the court of 
this youthful Princess, who received him with 
every attention which gratified vanity could dic- 
tate, so that in a short time her awe of this grave 
persons^e was > lost in the sense of ascendency 
which her beauty gave her over him. It was no 
•difficult matter — ^in fact it happens every day — for 
the beautiful woman to lull the wise man into what 
is not unaptly called a fool's paradise. The sage 
was induced to attempt feats of youth which his 
years rendered ridiculous - he could command the 
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etements, bat the common coarse of natare was 
beyond his power. When, therefore, he exerted 
his magic strength, the moantains bent and the 
seas receded ; but when the philosopher attempted 
to lead forth the Princess of Zalichiam in the 
yoathful dance, yoaths and maidens tarned their 
heads aside lest they sfaoald make too manifest the 
ladicrous ideas with which they were impressed 

" Unhappily, as the aged, even the wisest of 
them, will forget themselves, so the young nata- 
rally enter into an alliance to spy oat, ridicule, and 
enjoy their foibles. Many were the glances which 
the Princess sent among her retinae, intimating 
the nature of the amusement which she received 
from the attentions of her formidable lover. In pro- 
cess of time she lost her caution, and a glance was 
detected, expres»ng to the old man the ridicule 
and contempt in which he had been all along held 
by the object of his affections. £2arth has no pas- 
sion so bitter as love converted to hatred ; and 
while the sage bitterly regretted what he had done, 
he did not the less resent the light-hearted folly of 
the Princess by whom he had been doped. 

^ If, however, he was angry, he possessed the 
art to conceal it. Not a word, not a look expressed 
the bitter disappointment which he had received. 
A shade of melancholy, or rather gloom, upon his 
brow, alone intimated the coming storm. The 
Prinoess became somewhat alarmed ; she was be« 
sides extremely good-natured, nor had her inten- 
tions of leading the old man into what would 
render him ridiculous, been so accurately planned 
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with malice prepense, as they ^ere the effoet 9i 
accident and chance. She taw the f^in whieh hm 
suffered, and thought to end it by goii^ up i» hiim 
when about to retire, and kindly wishing him 
good-night. 

** < You say well, daoghter/ said the sage, 
< good-night*--but who, of the numbers who hear 
me, shall say good^moming ?' 

<' The speech drew little attention, althoi^h two 
or three persons to whom die character of the sage 
was known, fled from the island that rery night, 
and by their report made known the circumstances 
attending the first infliction of this eactraordinary 
spell on those who remained within the Castle. A 
sleep like that of death fell upon them, and was not 
removed. Most of the inhabitants left the island ; 
the few who remained were cautious how they ap- 
proached the Castle, and watched until some bold 
adventurer should bring that happy awakening 
which the speech of the sorcerer seemed in some 
d^ree to intimate. 

** Never seemed there a fairer opportunity for 
that awakening to take place liian when the proud 
step of Artavan de Hautlieu was placed upon those 
enchanted courts. On the left, lay the palace and 
donjon-keep ; but the rig^t, more attractive, seem- 
ed to invite to the apartment of the women. At a 
side door, reclined on a couch, two guards of the 
haram, with their naked swords grasped in their 
hands, and features fiendishly contorted between 
sleep and dissolution, seemed to menace death to any 
who should venture to approach. This' threat deter- 



,y Google 



2S2 COUNT ItOBCKT OF PAR18. 

red nol-Artftvitfi de HaafeHcu. He approached the 
entrance, when the deor», like thoM of the great 
entrance to the Castle, made themselves instantly 
aocessiUe to hin. A gnard-^room of the same 
effeminate soldiers reoeired him, nor conld the 
strictest examination have discovered to him whe- 
ther it was sleep or death which arrested the eyes 
that seemed to look upon and prohibit his advance. 
Unheeding the presence of these ghastly sentinels, 
Artavan pressed forward into an inner apartment, 
where female slayes of the most distinguished 
beauty were visible in the attitude of those who 
had already assumed their dress for the night 
There was much in this scene which might have 
arrested so yonng a pilgrim as Artavan of Haat- 
lieu; but his hdart was fixed upon achieving the 
freedom of the beautiful Princess, nor did he snffer 
himself to be withdrawn from that object by any 
inferior consideration. He passed on, therefore, to a 
little ivory door, which, after a moment's pause, as 
if in maidenly hesitation, gave way like the rest, 
and yielded access to the sleeping apartment of the 
Princess herself. A soft light, resembling that of 
evening, penetrated into a chamber where every 
thing seemed contrived to exalt the luxury of 
slumber. The heaps of cushions, which formed a 
stately bed, seemed, rather to be touched, than im- 
pressed by the form of a nymph of fifteen, the 
renowned Princess of Zulichinm." 

" Without interrupting you, good father," said 
the Countess Brenhilda, ** it seems to me that we 
can comprehend the picture of a woman asleep 
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without much dikting^upon ifci and that such &giib- 
ject 10 little recommettded either by oar age ot by 
yonrs," 

** Pardon me, noble lady/' answered Agelastets, 
'< the most approved part of my story has ever been 
this passage, arid while I now suppress it in obe- 
dience to yoar command, bear notice, I pray you, 
that I sacrifice the most beautiful part of the tale." 

<< Brenhilda," added the Count, << I am surprised 
you think of interrupting a story which has hither- 
to proceeded with so much fire; the telling of a 
few words more or less will surely have a much 
greater influence upon the sense of the narrative, 
than such an addition can possibly possess over our 
sentiments of action." 

" As you will," said his lady, throwing herself 
carelessly back upon the seat ; << but methinks the 
worthy father protracts this discourse, till it be- 
con^ of a nature more trifling than interesting." 

" Brenhilda," said the Count, « this is the first 
time I have remarked in you a woman's weakness." 

<< J may as well say, Count Robert, that it is the 
first time," answered Brenhilda, *< that you have 
shown to me the inconstancy of your sex." 

<< Gods and goddesses," said the philosopher, 
** was ever known a quarrel more absurdly found- 
ed I : The Countess is jealous of one whom her 
husband probably never will see, nor is there any 
prospect that the Princess of Zulichium will be 
hereafter better known to the modern world, than 
if the curtain hung before her tomb." 

« Proceed," said Count Robert of Paris ; " if 
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Sir Aif'UTan of Haadieu has Bot aooomplished the 
enfraBchisement of the PriBcess of Zalichiam, I 
make a vow to oar Lady of the Broken Lances," — 

<< Remember/* said his lady interfering, << that 
you are already under a vow to free the Sepulchre 
of God ; and to that, methinks, all lighter engage* 
ments might give place." 

« Well, lady— well," said Count Robert, but half 
satisfied with this interference, << I will not engage 
myself, you may be assured, on any aulyentare 
which may daim precedence of the enterprise of 
the Holy Sepulchre, to which we are all bound.** 

<< Alas I ** said Agelastes, « the distance of Znli- 
chium from the speediest route to the sepulchre is 
so small, that *' 

" Worthy fiither,** said the Countess, " we will, 
if it pleases you, hear your tale to an end, and then 
determine what we will do. We Norman ladies, 
descendants of the old Germans, claim a voice with 
our lords in the council which precedes the battle ; 
nor has our assistance in the conflict been deemed 
altogether useless.*' 

The tone in which this was spoken conveyed an 
awkward innueudo to the philosopher^ who began 
to foresee that the guidance of the Norman knight 
would be more difficult than he had foreseen, while 
his consort remained by his side. He took up, 
therefore, his oratory on somewhat a lower key 
than before, and avoided those warm desmptions 
which had given such o£Fence to the Conntees 
Brenhilda. 

^ Sir Artavan de Hantliea, says die ttorj. 
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considered in what way he should accost the sleep- 
ing' damsel, when it occurred to him in what man- 
ner the charm would be most likely to be reversed. 
I am in your judgment, fair lady, if he judged wrong 
in resolving that the method of his address should 
be a kiss upon the lips." The colour of Brenhilda 
was somewhat heightened, but she did not deem 
the observation worthy of notice. 

** Never had so innocent an action," continued 
the philosopher, << an effect more horrible. The 
delightful light of a summer ev^iing was instant- 
ly changed into a strange lurid hue, which, infect- 
ed with sulphur, seemed to breathe suffocation 
through the apartment. The rich han^ngs, and 
splendid furniture of the diamber, the very walls 
themselves, were changed into huge stones tossed 
together at random, like the inside of a wild beast's 
den, nor was the den without an inhabitant. The 
beantilul and innocent lips to which Artavan de 
Hautlieu had approached his own, were now chan- 
ged into the hideous and bizarre form, and bestial 
aspect of a fiery dragon. A moment she hovered 
upon the wing, and it is said, had Sir Artavan 
found courage to repeat his salute three times, he 
would then have remained master of all the wealth, 
vid of the disenchanted princess. Bul^ the oppor- 
tunity was lost, and the dragon, or the creature who 
seemed such, sailed out at a side window upon its 
broad pennons, uttering loud wails of disappoint- 
ment.'* 

Here ended the story of Agelastes. *^ The 
Princess," he said, << is still supposed to abide her 
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doom in the Island of Zalicbium, and gereral 
knights have undertaken the adventure ; but I know 
not whether it was the fear of saluting the sleeping 
maiden, or that of approaching the dragon into 
which she was transformed, bnt so it is, the spell 
remains unachieved. I know the way, and if yoo 
say the word, yon may be to-morrow on the road 
to the castle of enchantment.** 

The Countess heard this proposal with the deep- 
est anxiety, for she knew that she might, by op- 
position, determine her husband irrevocably upoB 
following out the enterprise. She stood therefore 
with a timid and bashful look, strange in a person 
whose bearing was generally so dauntless, and 
prudently left it to the uninfluenced mind of Count 
Robert to form the resolution which should best 
please him. 

<< Brenhilda," he said, taking her hand, << fame 
and honour are dear to thy husband as ever they 
were to knight who buckled a brand upon his side. 
Thou hast done, perhaps, I may say, for me, what 
I might in vain have looked for from ladies of thy 
condition ; and therefore thou mayst well expect 
a casting voice in such points of deliberation.— 
Why dost thou wander by the side of a foreign and 
unhealthy shore, instead of the banks of the lovely 
Seine? — Why dost thou wear a dress unusual to 
thy sex ? — Why dost thou seek death, and think n 
little in comparison of shame? — Why? but that 
the Count of Paris may have a bride worthy of hioL 
-*Dost thou think that this a£Eection is thrown 
away ? No, by the saints I Thy knight repays it 



,y Google 



COUNT ROBERT OF PARIS. 237 

as he be9t ought, and sa<;rifice9 to thee every thought 
vrhieh thya£Fection may les^ than entirely approve! *' 

Poor Brenhilda, confused as she was by the 
various emotions with which she was agitated, now 
in vain endeavoured to maintain the heroic deport- 
ment which her character as an Amazon required 
from her* She attempted to assume the proud and 
lofty look which was properly her own, but failing 
in the effort, she threw herself into the Count's 
arms, hun^ round his neck, and wept like a village 
maiden, whose true love is pressed for the wars. 
Her husband, a little ashamed, while he was much 
moved by this burst of affection in one to whose 
character it seemed an unusual attribute, was, at 
the same time, pleased and proud that he could have 
awakened an. affection so genuine and so gentle in 
a soul so high-spirited and so unbending. 

" Not thus,". he said, " my Brenhilda! I would 
not have it thus, either for thine own sake or for 
mine. Do not let this wise old man suppose that 
thy heart is made of the malleable stuff whicli forms 
that of other maidens; and apologize to him, as may 
well become thee, for having prevented my under- 
taking the. adventure of Zulichium, which he re 
commends." 

It was not easy for Brenhilda to recover herself, 
after having affordjsd so notable an instance how 
nature can vindicate her rights, with whatever 
rigour she may have been disciplined and tyran- 
nized over. With a look of ineffable affection, she 
disjoined herself from her husband, still keeping 
hold of his hand, and turning to the old man with 
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a coaotenance in which the half-e£Paced tears were 
succeeded by smiles «f pleasure and of modesty, she 
spoke to Agelastes as she would to a person whom 
she respected, and towards whom she had some 
offence to atone. " Father," she said, respectfully, 
<< be not angry with me that I should have been an 
obstacle to one of the best knights that ever sparred 
steed, undertaking the enterprise of thine enchant- 
ed Princess ; but the truth is, that in our land, where 
knighthood and religion agree in permitting only 
one lady love, and one lady wife, we do not quite 
so willingly see our husbands run into danger — 
especially of that kind where lonely ladies are the 
parties relieved — and — and kisses are the ransom 
paid. I have as much confidence in my Robert's 
fidelity, as a lady can have in a loving knight, bat 
still" 

" Lovely lady," said Agelastes, who, notwith- 
standing his highly artificial character, could not 
help being moved by the simple and sincere affec- 
tion of the handsome young pair, '< you have 
done no evil. The state of the Princess is no 
worse than it was, and there cannot be a doubt 
that the knight ^ated to relieve her, will appear at 
the destined period." 

The Countess smiled sadly, and shook her head. 
" You do not know," she said, " how powerful is 
the aid of which I have unhappily deprived this 
unfortunate lady, by a jealousy which I now fed 
to have been alike pdtry and unworthy ; and, 
such is my regret, that I could find in my heart 
to retract my opposition to Count Robeii's under- 
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taking this adyentiire." She looked at her hus- 
band with some anxiety, as one thai had made an 
offer she would not willingly see accepted, and 
did not recover her courage until he said, deci- 
dedly, *^ Brenhilda that may not he." 

<< And why, then, may not Brenhilda herself 
take the adventure,'' continued the Countess, 
<< since she can neither fear the charms of the 
Princess nor the terrors of the dragon ? " 

<< Lady," said Agelastes, << the Princess must 
be awakened by the kiss of love, and not by that 
of friendship." 

<< A sufficient reason," said the Countess, smi- 
ling, " why a lady may not wish her lord to go 
forth upon an adventure of which the conditions 
are sO regulated." 

" Noble minstrel, or herald, or by whatever 
name this country calls you," said Count Robert, 
" accept a small remuneration for an hour plea- 
santly spent, though spent, unhappily, in vain. I 
should make some apology for the meanness of 
my offering, but French knights, you may have 
occasion to know, are more full of fame than of 
wealth." 

" Not for that, noble sir," replied Agelastes, 
" would I refuse your munificence ; a besant from 
your worthy hand, or that of your noble-minded 
lady, were centupled in its value, by the eminence 
of the persons from whom it came.^ I would hang 
it round my neck by a string of pearls, and when 
I came into the presence of knights and of ladies, 
I would proclaim that this addition to my achieve- 
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nient of armorial distinction, was bestowed by th« 
renowned Count Robert of Paris, and his nn« 
equalled lady." The Knight and the Connte$s 
looked on each other, and the lady, taking" firom 
her finger a ring of pure gold, prayed the old man 
to accept of it, as a mark of her esteem and her 
husband's. ** With one other condition," said the 
philosopher, << which I trust yon will not find 
altogether unsatisfactory. I have, on the way to 
the city by the most pleasant road, a small kiosk, 
or hermitage, where J sometimes receive my 
friends, who, I venture to say, are among the 
most respectable personages of this empire. Two 
or three of these will probably honour my resi- 
dence to-day, and partake of the provision it 
afibrds. Could I add to these the company of the 
noble Count and Countess of Paris, I should deem 
my poor habitation honoured for ever." 

"How say you, .my noble wife?" said the 
Count. " The company of a minstrel befits the 
highest birth, honours the highest rank, and adds 
to the greatest achievements; and the invitation 
does us too much credit to be rejected." 

" It grows somewhat late," said the Countess: 
*< but we came not here to shun a sinking sun or 
a darkening sky, and I feel it my duty, as well as 
my satisfaction, to place at the command of the 
good father . every pleasure which it is in my 
power to offer to him, for having been the means 
of your neglecting his advice." 

« The path is so short," said Agelastes, " that 
we had better keep our present mode of trarel- 
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Jing^ if the lady should not want the assistance of 
horses." 

<< No horses on my accoant," said the Lady 
Brenhilda. << My waiting^^woman, Agatha> has 
what necessaries I may require ; and, for the rest, 
no knight ever trBvelled so little embarrassed with 
baggage as my hnsband/' 

Agelastes, therefore, led the way through the 
deepening wood, which was freshened by the 
cooler breath of evening, and his guests accom- 
panied him. 



VOL. ZLVI. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Without a ruin, brokoi, tang^led, cumbrous, 
Withio it was H. little paradise. 
Where Taste htui qaade her dwelliii|f. Statuary, 
First-boru of human art, moulded her images, 
And bade men mark and worship. 

Atumymcm, 

The Count of Paris and his lady attended the old 
man, whose advanced age, his excellence in the Dse 
of the French language, which he spoke to admi- 
ration, — ahove all, his skill in applying it to poeti- 
cal and romantic subjects, which was essential to 
what was then termed history and belles lettres,— 
drew from the noble hearers a degree of applaase, 
,«K:^k -.« Agelastes had seldom been vain enough 
ir as his due, so, on the part of the Knight 
md his lady, had it been but rarely con- 

%A walked for some time by a path which 
i seemed to hide itself among the woods 
down to the shore of the Propontis, some- 
Tged from concealment, and skirted the 
gin of the strait, while, at every turn, it 
lided by the desire to select a choice and 
f beauty. Variety of scenes and manners 
, from their novelty, the landscape to the 
By the sea-shore, nymphs were seen dan- 
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cing, and shepherds piping, or beating the tambou* 
rine to their steps, as represented in some groups 
of ancient statoary. The very faces had a singu- 
lar resemblance to the antique. If old, their long 
rubes, their attitudes, and magnificent heads, pre- 
sented the ideas which distinguish prophets and 
saints ; while, on the other hand, the features of 
the young recalled the expressive countenances of 
the heroes of antiquity, and the charms of those 
lovely females by whom their deeds were inspired. 

But the race of the Greeks was no longer to be 
seen, even in its native country, unmixed, or in 
absolute purity ; on the contrary, they saw groups 
of persons with features which argued a different 
descent. 

In a retiring bosom of the shore, which was tra- 
versed by the path, the rocks, receding from, the 
beach, rounded o£F a spacious portion of level sand, 
and, in some degree, enclosed it. A : party of 
heathen Scythians whom they beheld, presented 
the deformed features of the demons they were 
said to worship — flat noses with expanded nostrils, 
which seemed to admit the sight to their very brain ; 
faces which extended rather in breadth than length, 
with strange unintellectual eyes placed in the ex- 
tremity ; figures short and dwarfish, yet garnished 
with legs and arms of astonishing sinewy strength, 
disproportioned to. their bodies. As the travellers 
passed, the savages held a species of tournament, 
as the Count termed it. In this they exercised 
themselves by darting at each other long reeds, or 
canes, balanced for the purpose, which, in this rude 
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gport, they threw with sach force, as not anfre- 
qaently to strike each other from tiieir steeds, and 
otherwise to cause serious damage. Some of ttie 
combatants being, for the time, out of the play, de- 
voared with greedy looks the beauty of the Coan- 
tess, and eyed her in such a manner, that she tuad 
to Count Robert, — ** I hare never known fear, my 
husband, nor is it for me to acknowledge it now ; 
but if disgust be an ingredient of it, these misform- 
ed brutes are qualified to inspire it." 

*' What, ho. Sir Knig^; I " exclsumed one of the 
infidels, " your wife, or your lady love, has com- 
mitted a fiaiult against the privil^es of the Impe- 
rial Scythians, and not small will be die penalty 
she has incurred. You may go your way as fast 
.18 you will out of this place, whidi is, for the pre- 
8(^nt, our hippodrome, or atmeidan, call it which 
you will, as yon priae the Roman or the Saracen 
lang^i^e ; but for your wife, if the sacrament has 
united you, believe my word, that ^e parts not 
so soon nor so easy." 

** Scoundrel heathen," said the Christian Knight, 
" dost thou hold that language to a Peer of 
France?" 

Agelastes here interposed, and using the sound- 
ing language of a Grecian courtier, reminded the 
Scythians, (mercenary sddiers, as they seemed, of 
the empire,) that all violence against the European 
pilg^ms was, by the Imperial orders, strictly pro- 
hibited under pain of death. 

" I know better," said the exulting savage, 
shaking one or two javelins with broad steel heads. 
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aod wings of the eagle'JB feather, which last were 
ddkhM in blood. *< Ask the wings of my jave- 
lin/* be said, ** in whose heart's blood these feathers 
have been dyed. They shall reply to you, that if 
Alexins Cemnenus be the friend of the European 
pilgrims, k is only while he looks upon them ; and 
we are too exemplary soldiers to serve our Empe- 
ror otherwise than he wishes to be served.*' 

<^ Peace, Toxartis," said the philosopher, *< thou 
b^e^ thine Emperor." 

" Peace thoo I '* said Toxartis, " or I will do a 
deed that misbecomes a soldier, and rid the world 
of a prating old man.*' 

So saying, he put forth his hand to take hold of 
die Countess's veil. With the readiness which fre- 
quent use had given to the warlike lady, she with- 
drew herself from the heathen's grasp, and with her 
Penchant sword dealt him so sufficient a blow, that 
Toxartis lay lifeless on the plain. The Count leapt 
on the iallen leader's steed, and crying his war-cry, 
<< Son of Charlemagne, to the rescue I " he rode 
amid the rout of heathen cavaliers with a battle-axe, 
which he found at the saddlebow of the deceased 
chieftain, and wielding it with remorseless dexte- 
rity, he soon slew or wounded, or compelled to 
flight, the objects of his resentment ; nor was there 
any <^ them who abode an instant to support the 
boast which they had made. 

" The despicable churls I " said the Countess to 
Agelastes ; '< it irks me that a drop of such coward 
blood should stain the hands of a noble knight. 
They call their exercise a tournament, although in 



,y Google 



246 COUNT ROBERT OF PARIS. 

their whole exertions eyary blow is aimed behind 
the back, and not one has the courage to throw his 
windlestraw while he perceives that of another 
pointed against himself. ** 

<< Such is their custom/' said Agelastes ; ** not 
perhaps so much froui cowardice as from habit, in 
exercising before his Imperial Majesty. I haye 
seen that Toxartis literally turn his back upon 
the mark when he bent his bow in full career; and 
when in the act of galloping the farthest from his 
object, he pierced it through the very centre with 
a broad arrow." 

** A force of such soldiers,'* said Connt Robert, 
who had now rejoined his friends, ** could not, 
inethinks, be very formidable, where there vras bat 
an ounce of genuine courage in the assailants." 

" Mean time, let us pass on to my kiosk," said 
Agelastes, " lest the fugitives find friends to en- 
courage them in thoughts of revenge.*' 

'* Such friends," said Count Robert, << methinks,< 
the insolent heathens ought not to find in any land 
which calls itself Christian ; and if I survive the 
conquest of the Holy Sepulchre,;! shall make it 
my first business to enquire by what right your 
Emperor retains in his service a band of Paynim 
nA iinnnarxnerly cut-throats, who dare oflFer injury 
ligh way, which ought to be sacred to the 
od and the king, and to noble ladies and 
pilgrims. It is one of a list of many 
which, my vow accomplished, I will not 
to him ; ay, and expecting an answer, as 
prompt and categorical." 
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<* You shall gain no answer from me thpngh/' 
said Agelastes to himself. ** Your demands, 8ir 
Knigh^ are over perempt;ory, and imposed under 
too rigid conditions, to be replied to by those who 
can eyade them." 

He, changed the conversation, accordingly, with 
easy dexterity ; and they had not proceeded much 
farther, b^ore they reached a spot, the natural 
beauties of which called forth the admiration of 
his foreign companions. A copious brook, gashing 
out of the woodland, descended to the sea with no 
small noise and tumult; and, as if disdaining a 
quieter coarse, which it might have gained by a 
little, circuit to the right, it took the readiest road 
to the ocean, plunging over the face of a lofty and 
barren precipice which overhung the sea-shore, and 
from thence led its little tribute, with as much 
noise as if it had the stream of a full river to boast 
of, to the waters of the Hellespont. 

The rock, we hare said, was bare, anless in so 
far as it was clothed with the foaming waters of 
the cataract; but the banks on each side were 
covered with plane-trees, walnut-trees, cypresses, 
and other kinds of large timber proper to the Ekist. 
The fall of water, always agreeable in a warm cli- 
mate, and generally produced by artificial means, 
was here natural, and had been chosen, something 
like the Sibyl's temple at Tivoli, for the seat of a 
goddess to whom the invention of Polytheism had 
assigned a sovereignty over the department around. 
The shrine was small and circular, like many of 
the lesser temples of the rustic deities, and enclo- 
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sed by Ae wall of an outer court. After its de- 
secratioii, it had probably been conrerted into a 
Inxnrions sammer retreat by Agekstes, or some 
Epicurean philosopher. As the bailding, kaieAf of 
a light, airy, and fantastic character, was dimly 
seen throng the branches and foliage on the edge 
of the rock, so the mode by which it was aooeasi- 
ble was not at first apparent amcmgst the mist of 
the cascade. A pathway, a good deal hidden by 
vegetation, ascended by a genl^e accli^Fity, and 
prolonged by the architect by means of a f&w broad 
and easy marble steps, making part of the original 
approach, conducted the passenger to a small, but 
exquisitely lovely velvet lawn, in front of the tor- 
ret or temple we have described, the back part of 
which building overhung the cataraet. 
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CHAPTER XIL 

The parties met. The wily, wordy Greek, 
Weighing each word, and canyassing each syllable ; 
£vading, arguing, equivocating. 
And the stem Frank came with his two-hand sword. 
Watching to see which way the balance sways. 
That he may throw it in, and turn the scales. 

Palestine. 

At a signal made by Agelaetes, the door of this 
romant^ retreat was opened by Diogenes, the ne- 
gro slave, to whom our readers have been already 
introdnoed ; nor did it escape the wily old man, 
that the Count and his lady testified some won- 
der at his form and lineaments, being the first 
African perhaps whom they had ever seen so close- 
ly. The philosopher lost not the opportunity of 
making an impression on their minds, by a display 
of the superiority of his knowledge. 

<< This poor being," he observed, << is of the race 
of Ham, the undutifnl son of Noah ; for his trans- 
g^ressions against his parent, he was banished to the 
sands of Africa, and was condemned to be the fa- 
ther of a race doomed to be the slaves of the issue 
of his more dutiful brethren." 

The knight and his lady gazed on the wonderful 
appearance before them, and did not, it may be 
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believed, think of doubting the information, which 
was so much of a piece with their prejudices, while 
their opinion of their host was greatly augmented 
by the supposed extent of his knowledge. 

<< It gives pleasure to a man of humanity," cod- 
tiriued Agelastes, *< when, in old age or sickness, 
we must employ the services of others, which is 
at other times scarce lawful, to choose his assist- 
ants out of a race of beings, hewers of wood and 
drawers of water — from their birth upwards des- 
tined to slavery ; and to whom, therefore, by em- 
ploying them as slaves, we render no injury, but 
carry into e£Fect, in a slight degree, the intentions 
of the Great Being who made us alV 

*< Are there many of a race," said the Countess, 
<< so singularly unhappy in their destination ? I 
have hitherto thought the stories of black men as 
idle as those which minstrels tell of fiuries and 
ghosts." 

*< Do not believe so," said the philosopher ; '* the 
race is numerous as the sands of the sea, neither 
are they altogether unhappy in discharging the 
duties which their fate has allotted them. Those 
who are of worse character suffer even in this life 
the penance due to their guilt; they become the 
slaves of the cruel and tyrannical, are beaten, star- 
ved, and mutilated. To those whose moral charac- 
ters are better, better masters are provided, who 
share with their slaves, as with their children, food 
and raimant, and the other good things whieh they 
themselves enjoy. To some, Heaven allots the 
favour of kings and of conquerors, and to a few« 
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but those the chief favourites of the species, hath 
been assigned a place in the mausions of philosophy, 
nrhere, by availing themselves of the lights which 
their masters can afford, they gain a prospect into 
that world which is the residence of true happi- 
ness/' 

<< Methinks I understand you/' replied the Coun- 
tess, *< and if so, I ought rather to envy our sahle 
Friend here than to pity him, for having been al- 
lotted in the partition of his kind to the possession 
of his present master^ from whom, doubtless, he 
has acquired the desirable knowledge which you 
mention." 

" He learns, at least," said Agelastes, modestly, 
'* what I can teach, and, above all, to be contented 
with his situation. — Diogenes, my good child," said 
he, changing his address to the slave, ** thou seest 
1 have company — What does the poor hermit's 
iarder afford^ with which he may regale his ho- 
noured guests." 

Hitherto they had advanced no farther than a 
sort of outer room, or hall of entrance, fitted up 
with no more expense than might have suited one 
who desired at some outlay, and more taste, to avail 
himself of the ancient building for a sequestered 
and private retirement* The chairs and couches 
were covered with Eastern wove mats, and were 
of the simplest and most primitive form. But on 
touching a spring, an interior apartment was dis- 
played, which had considerable pretension to splen- 
dour and magnificence. • 

The furniture and hangings of this apartment 
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were of ttnw-coloored silk, wronght on the looms 
ef Persia, and crossed with embroidery, which pro- 
duced a rich, yet simple effect. The ceifing was 
carved in Arabesque, and the four comers of the 
apartment were formed into recesses for statuary, 
which had been produced in a better age of the 
art than that which existed at 4he period of onr 
story. In one nook, a shepherd seemed to with- 
draw himself, as if ashamed to produce his scantily- 
covered person, while he was willing to afford the 
audience the music of the reed which he held in 
his hand. Three damsels, resembling the Graces 
in the beautiful proportions of their limbs, and the 
slender clothing which they wore, lurked in dif- 
ferent attitudes, each in her own niche, and seem- 
ed but to await the first sound of the music, to 
bound forth from thence and join in the frofie dance. 
The subject was beautiful, yet somewhat light, to 
ornament the study of such a sage as Agelastes 
represented himself to be. 

He seemed to be sensible that this might attract 
observation. — " These figures,** he said, " execu- 
ted at the period of the highest excellence of Gre- 
cian art, were considered of old as the choral 
nymphs assembled to adore the goddess of the 
place, waiting but the music to join in the worship 
of the temple. And, in truth, the wisest may be 
interested in seeing how near to animation the ge- 
nius of these wonderful men could bring the in- 
flexible marble. Allow but for the absence of the 
divine afflatus, or breath of animation, and an un- 
enlightened heathen might sup{K)se the mirade of 
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Prometbens was about to be realized. But we,** 
said he, lo<^iig upwards, <* are taught to form a 
better judgment between wbat man can do and the 
^oductions of the Deky." 

Some 8n1]ject8 of natural history were punted 
on the walls, and the philosopher fixed the atten- 
tion of his guests upon the half-reasoning elephant, 
of which he mentioned several anecdotes, which 
they listened to with great eagerness. 

A distant strain was here heard, as if of mosic in 
the woods, penetrating by fits through the hoarse 
roar of tlie cascade, which, as it sunk immediately 
below the windows, filled the apartm^it with it8 
deep voice. 

" Apparently," said Agelastes, <<the friends whom 
{ expected are approaching, and bring with them 
the means of enchanting another sense. It is well 
(hey do so, since wisdom tells us that we best ho- 
aenr the Deity by enjoying the gifts he has pro- 
vided us." 

These words called the attention of the philoso 
pher's Frmnkish guests to the preparations exhibit- 
ed in this tasteful saloon. These were made for 
an entertainment in the manner of the ancient Ro- 
mans, and couches, which were laid beside a table 
ready decked, announced that the male guests, at 
least, were to assist at the banquet in the usuai 
recumbent posture of the ancients; while seats, 
placed among the couches, seemed to say that 
females were expected, who would observe the 
Grecian customs, in eating seated. The prepara- 
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tions for good cheer were such at, though limited 
ID extent, could scarce be excelled in quality, either 
by the splendid dishes which decked Tritualchio's 
banquet of former days, or the lighter delicaciee of 
Grecian cookery, or the succulent and highly-spioed 
messes indulged in by the nations of the Bast, to 
whichever they happened to give the preference j 
and it was with an air of some vanity that Agelastes 
asked his guests to share a poor pilgrim's meal. 

*' We care little for dainties,*' said the Count; 
<< nor does our present course of life as pilgrimi, 
bound by a vow, allow us much choice on such sub- 
jects. Whatever is food for soldiers, suffices the 
Countess and myself ; for, with our will, we would 
at every hour be ready for battle, and the less time 
we use in preparing for the field, it is even so much 
the better. 8it then, Brenhilda, since the good 
man will have it so, and let us lose no time in re- 
freshment, lest we waste that which should be 
otherwise employed." 

" A moment's forgiveness," said Agelastes, *< nntiJ 

the ftrriral of my Other friends, whose music po 

r bear is close at hand, and who will not 

nay safely promise, divide you from your 

that," said the Count, ** there is no haste; 
e you seem to account it a part of civil 
, Brenhilda and I can with ease postpone 
St, unless you will permit us, what I own 
i more pleasing, to take a morsel of bread 
p of water presently ; and, thus refreshed. 
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to leave the 'space dear for your more carious and 
naore familiar guests." 

"The saints above forbid ! " said Agelastes ; 
** guests so honoured never before pressed these 
cushions, nor could do so, if the sacred family of 
the imperial Alexius himself even now stood at the 
gate." 

He had hardly uttered these words, when the 
full-blown peal of a trumpet, louder in a tenfold 
deg^e than the strains of music they had before 
heard, was now sounded in the front of the temple, 
piercing through the murmur of the waterfall, as a 
Damascus blade penetrates the ai*mour, and assail- 
ing the ears of the hearers, as the sword pierces 
the flesh of him who wears the harness. 

« You seem surprised or alarmed, father," said 
Count Robert. ^* Is there danger near, and do you 
distrust our protection ? " 

<< No," said Agelastes, *' that would give me con- 
fidence in any extremity ; but these sounds excite 
awe, not fear. They tell me that some of the im- 
perial family are about to be my guests. Yet fear 
nothing, my noble friends — ^they, whose look is life, 
are ready to shower their favours with profusion 
upon strangers so worthy of honour as they will see 
here. Meantime, my brow must touch my thres* 
hold, in order duly to welcome them." So saying, 
he hurried to the outer door of the building. 

« Each land has its customs," said the Count, as 
be followed his host, with his wife hanging on his 
arm ; *< but, Brenhilda, as they are so various, it is 
little wonder that they appear unseemly to each 
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Other. Here, howeyer, in deferenoe to my entw 

tainer, I stoop my crest, in the manner which seemi 

dred." So saying, he followed Agdastes 

ftnteroom, whwe a new soene awaited 
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CHAPTER XIIL 



AoEUkSTES guned his threihold before Count 
Robert of Paris and his lady. He had, therefore, 
time to make his prostrations before a huge animal, 
then nnknown to the western world, but now nni- 
versally distingoished as the elephant. On its back 
was a pavilion or palanquin, within which were en- 
closed the aognst persons of the JElmpress Irene, 
and her daughter Anna Comnena. Nicephoms 
Briennius attended the Princesses in the command 
of a gallant body of light horse, whose splendid 
armour would have given more pleasure to the 
crusader, if it had possessed less an air of useless 
wealth and effeminate magnificence. But the effect 
which it produced in its appearance was as brilliant 
as could well be conceived. The officers alone of 
thi« corps de gourde followed Nicephorus to the plat- 
form, prostrated themselves while the ladies of the 
Imperial house descended, and rose up again under 
a dond of waving plumes and flashing lances, when 
they stood secure upon the platform in front of the 
building. Here the somewhat aged, but command- 
ing, form of the Empress, and the still juvenile 
beauties of the fur historian, were seen to great 

▼Oli. XLVI. R t 
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adyantage. In the front of a deep badcgroond of 
tpeart and waring creati, atood tbe aooader of Uie 
aacred trompet, oonapicoooa by hia tine and the 
richneaa of hia apparel ; he kept his poat oo a reck 
aboTO the atone staircase^ and* by an oocaaioiial 
note of hia imntrnment^ intimated to the aqoadroos 
beneath that they ahonkl atay their progreaa, aad 
attend the motiona of the Empress and the wife of 
theCnsar. 

The fair form of the Coontesa Brenhilda, and the 
iantaatic appearance of her hidf masculine garb, 
attracted the attention of the iadiea of Alexias^ 
family, bat waa too extraordinary to command their 
admiration* Agelaatea became sensible there was 
a neceasity that he shonki introdnoe his guests to 
each other, if he desired they should meet on satii- 
fiictory terms. " May I speak," he aaid, «^ nd 
live? The armed strangers whom yoo find now 
with me are worthy ccmipanions of thoae myriadi, 
whom seal for the su£Fering inhabitanu of PaleatiDe 
has brought from the western extremity of Europe^ 
at once to enjoy the countenance of Alexioa Coiii- 
nenus, and to aid him, since it pleases him to accept 
their assistance, in expelling the Paynima from the 
bounds of the sacred empire, and garriaon those 
regions in their stead, aa vasaala of hia ImpeHsl 
Majesty." 

** We are pleased," said the Empress, <« worthy 
Agelastes, that you should be kind to thoae who are 
disposed to be so reverent to the Emperor* Aad 
we are rather disposed to talk with them onrselveii 
tliat our daughter (whom Apollo hath frififced with 
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the choice talent of recording what she sees) may 
become acquainted with one of those female war- 
riors of the West) of whom we have heard so much 
by common fame, and yet know so little with cer- 
tainty." 

** Madam," said the Count, " I can bnt rndeiy 
express to you what I hare to find fault with in the 
explanation which this old man hath given of our 
purpose in coming hither* Certain it is, we neither 
owe Alexins fealty, nor had we the purpose of pay- 
ing him any, when we took the tow upon ourselves 
which brought us against Asia* We came, because 
we understood that the Holy Land had been torn 
from the Greek Emperor by the Pagans, Saracens, 
Turks, and other infidels, from whom we are come 
to win it back. The wisest and most prudent 
among us hare judged it necessary to acknowledge 
the Emperor's authority, since there was no such 
safe way of passing to the discharge of our tow, as 
that of acknowledging fealty to him, as the best 
tn€>de of proTonting quarrels among Christian states. 
We, though independent of any earthly king, do 
not pretend to be greater men than they, and there- 
fore haTe condescended to pay the same homage." 

The Empress coloured soTeral times with indig- 
nation in the course of this speech, which, in more 
passages than one, was at variance with those im- 
perii maxims of the Grecian court, which held its 
d%nity so ligh, and plainly intimated a tone of 
opinion which was depreciating to the Emperor's 
power. But the Empress Irene had receiTod in- 
•tructions from her imperial spouse to beware how 
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she gave, or even took, any ground of quarrel witii 
the crusaders, who, though coming in the appear- 
ance of subjects, were,. nevertheless, too punctiHoiH 
and ready to take fire, to render them safe dis- 
cussers of delicate differences. She made a gnee- 
fnl reverence accordingly, as if she had scaroe 
understood what the Count of Paris had explained 
so bluntly. 

At this moment the appearance of the principal 
persons on either hand attracted, in a wonderftil 
degree, the attention of the other party, and there 
seemed to exist among them a general desire ef 
further acquaintance, and, at the same time, a ma- 
nifest difficulty in expressing such a wish. 

Agelastes — to begin with the master of the 
house — had risen from the ground indeed, but 
without venturing to assume an upright posture; 
he remained before the Imperial ladies with his 
body and head still bent, his hand interposed be- 
tween his eyes and their faces, like a man that 
would shade his eyesight from the level son, and 
awaited in silence the commands of those to whom 
he seemed to think it disrespectful to propose the 
slightest action, save by testifying in general, tint 
his house and his slaves were at their nnlimlfed 
command. The Countess of Paris, on the other 
hand, and her warlike husband, were the pecntiar 
objects of curiosity to Irene, and her accompl^hed 
daughter, Anna Comnena ; and it occurred to both 
these Imperial ladies, that they had never seen 
finer specimens of human strength and beauty; bi^ 
by a natural instinct, they preferred the manly 
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hearing of the husband to that of the wife, which 
seemed to her own sex rather too haughty and too 
masculine to be altogether pleasing. 

Count Robert and his lady had also their own 
object of attention in the newly arriyed group, and^ 
to speak truth, it was nothing else than the pecu- 
liarities of the monstrous animal which they now 
saw, for the first time, employed as a beast of bur- 
den in the service of the fair Irene and her daughter. 
The dignity and splendour of the elder Princess, 
the grace and vivacity of the younger, were alike 
lost in Brenhilda's earnest enquiries into the history 
of the elephant, and the use which it made of its 
trunk, tusks, and huge ears, upon different occa- 
sions. 

Another person who took a less direct opportu- 
nity to gaze on Brenhilda with a deep degree of 
interest, was the CflBsar, Nicephorus. This Prince 
kept his eye as steadily upon the Frankish Coun- 
tess as he could well do, without attracting the at- 
tention, and exciting perhaps the suspicions, of his 
wife and mother-in-law ; he therefore endeavoured 
to restore ^eech to an interview which would have 
been awkward without it. ** It is possible," he 
said, ** beautiful Coiintess, that this being your first 
visit to the Queen of the World, you have never 
hitherto seen the singularly curious animal called 
die elephant.*' 

^ Pardon me," said the Countess, << I have been 
treated by this learned gentleman to a sight, and 
some account of that wonderful creature.** 

By all who heard this observation, the Lad 
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Breahilda was supposed to hare made a satirM 
throst at the philosopher kimselfy v/ho, in the hn- 
perial court, usually went by the name of the Ele- 
phant. 

<< No one conld deseiibe ^e beast more aoea- 
rately than Agela^es," said the Princess, with a 
smHe of intdligenoe, wluoh went round her attoid 
ants* 

** He knows its docility, its sensibility, and its 
fidelity,'' said the philosopher in a subdued tone. 

<< IVne, good Agelastes,** said the Princess ; 
** we should not critidse tiie animal which kneds 
to take us iq). — Come, lady of a fbr^gn land," she 
continued, turning to the Frank Count, and espe- 
cially his Countess — ^ and you her gallant lord ! 
When yon return to your native country, yon shall 
say yon hare se^i the Imperial family partake of 
their food, and in so fieur acknowledge themselTOt 
to be of the same day with other mortals, sharing 
their poorest wants, and relieying them in tiie same 
manner." 

^ That, gentle lady, I can well beUeTe,** said 
Count Rdbert ; ** my curiosity would be more in- 
dulged by seeing this strange animal at his food.* 
<< You will see the elephant more conyeniently 
at his mess within doors," answered the Princess, 
looking at Agelastes. 

** Lady," said Brenhilda, << I would not willingly 
refuse an invitation given in courtesy, but the sun 
has waxed low unnodced, aUd we must return to 
the city." 

<< Be not afraid," said the ftir historian ; *• jw 
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wkeSl faaye the advantage of our Imperial escort to 
prateot you in your return." 

'« Fear ?^a£raid P^eeoort ?-*protect ?— These 
are words I know not. Know, lady, that my hiis* 
bandy tiie noble Count of Paris, is my sufficient 
eeooit; and eren were he not with me, Brenhflda 
de Aspramonte fears nothing, and ean defend her- 
self.*' 

** Fair daughter," said Agelastes, << if I may be 
permitted to speak, you mistake the g^racious in* 
tentions of the Princess, who expresses hers^ as 
to a lady of her own land. What she desires is to 
learn from you some of the most marked habits 
and manners of the Franks, of which you are so 
beautiful an example ; and in return for such in- 
fiMrmation the illustrious Princess would be glad to 
procure your entrance to those spacious cdlections, 
where animals from all comers of the habiti^le 
world hare been assembled at the command of our 
Emperor Alexius, as if to satisfy the wisdom of 
those sages to whom all creation is known, from the 
deer so small in size that it is exceeded by an ordi- 
nary rat, to that huge and singular inhabitant of 
AfHca that can browse on the tops of trees that are 
forty feet high, while the length of its hind 1^^ does 
not exceed the half of that wondrous height " 

** It is enough," said the Countess, with some 
eagerness; but Agelastes had got a point of dis- 
cussion after his own mind. 

'« There is also " he said, '' that huge lizard, 
whidi, resembling in shape the harmless inhabitant 
of the moors of other countries, is in Egypt a men* 
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ster thirty iRset in leogtliy-dottied in impeiietnMs 
scales, and moaning oyer his prey whoi he ctrtchea 
% with the hope and porpose of drawing others 
within his danger, by mimicking the lamentations 
of hnmanity.'' 

^Say no mwe, fidher!* ezdaimed the lady. 
** My Robert, we will go — ^will we not, where sodi 
objects are |o be seen?*' 

** There is also,** said Agdastes, v/ho saw that 
he wonld gain his point by addressing hiniBelf to 
the cariosity of the strangers, '< the huge aninctal, 
wearing on its back an invnlnerable yestmmit, 
having on its nose a horn, and sometimes two, the 
Mds of whose hide are of the most immoise thin- 
ness, and which nerer knight was able to woiind.^ 

" We will go, Robert — ^will we not?* reiterated 
the Countess. 

** Ay,* replied the Count, ^ and teach diese 
Easterns how to judge of a knight's sword, by a 
single blow of my trusty Traachefer." 

" And idko knows," said BreiAilda, '' since this 
is a land of enchantment, but what some person, 
who is languishing in a foreign shape, may have 
their enchantment unexpectedly dissolved by a 
stroke of the good weapon ? * 

^ Say no more, father ! * exclaimed the Count. 
" We will attend tlus Princess, since sudi she 
is, were her whole escort bent to oppdse our pas« 
sage, instead of being by her command to be oor 
guard. For know, all who hear me, thus much of 
the nature of the Franks, that when you tell us of 
danger and difficulties, you give us the same desin* 
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to trarel the road where they li^, as other men 
haye in seeking either pleasure or profit in the 
paths in which such are to be found." 

As the Count pronounced these words, he struck 
his hand upon his Tranchefer, as an illustration of 
the manner in which he purposed upon occasion to 
make good his way. The courtly circle startled 
somewhat at the clash of steel, and the fiery look 
of the chivalrous Count Robert. The Empress 
indulged her alarm by retreating into the inner 
apartment of the pavilion. 

With a grace, which was rarely deigned to any 
but those in dose alliance with the Imperial family, 
Anna Comnena took the arm of the noble Count. 
'^ I see," she said, ^ that the Imperial Mother has 
honoured the house of the learned Agelastes, by 
leading the way ; therefore, to teach you Grecian 
breeding must ftdl to my share." Saying this, she 
conducted him to the inner apartment. 

« Fear not for your wife," she said, as she no- 
ticed the Frank look round ; '' our husband, like 
ourselves, has pleasure in showing attention to the 
stranger, and will lead the Countess to our board. 
It is not the custom of the Imperial family to eat 
in company with strangers ; but we thank Heaven 
for having instructed us in that civility, which can 
know no degradation in dispensing with ordinary 
rules to do honour to strangers of such merit as 
yours. I know it will be my mother^s request, 
I that you wiU take your places without ceremony ; 
and also, although the grace be somewhat particu- 
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lar, I am sure that it will haye my Imperial ftlliei^f 
approbation." 

^ Be it as yomr ladyship lists,** said Comit Ro- 
bert. ^ There are few men to whom I would yield 
place at the board, if they had not gone before me 
in the battle-field. To a lady, especially so fair a 
one, I willingly yield my place, and bend my knee, 
whenever I hare the good hap to meet her.** 

The Princess Anna, instead of feeling herself 
awkward in the discharge of the extraordinary, and, 
as she might hare thought it, degrading office of 
ushering a barbarian chief to the banquet, felt, on 
the contrary, flattered, at having bent to her pur- 
pose a heart so obstinate as that of Count Robert, 
and elated, perhaps, with a certain degree of satis- 
fied pride while under his momentary protection. 

The Empress Irene had already seated herself 
at the head of the table. She looked with some 
astonishment, when her daughter and son-in-law, 
taking their seats at her right and left hand, invi- 
ted the Count and Countess of Paris, the former to 
recline, the latter to sit at the board, in the places 
next to themselves ; but she had received the strict- 
est orders from her husband to be deferential in 
every respect to the strangers, and did not think it 
right, therefore, to interpose any ceremonious scru- 
ples. 

The Countess took her seat, as indicated, beside 
the Csesar ; and the Count, instead of reclining in 
the mode of the Grecian men, alsoseateli himself in 
the European fashion by the princess. 

*' I will not lie prostrate,** said he, laughing, ^ ex* 
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pept in consideration of a blow weighty enough to 
compel me to do 80 ; nor then either, if I am able 
to start up and return it." 

The service of the ti^le then oegan, and, to say 
truth, it appeared to be an important part of the 
'business of the day. The officers who attended to 
perform their several duties of deckers of the table, 
sewers of the banquet, removers and tasters to 
the Imperial family, thronged into the banqueting 
room, and seemed to vie with each other in call- 
ing upon Agelastes for spices, condiments, sauces, 
and wines of various kinds, the variety and muiti- 
plidty of their demands being apparently devised, 
exprepoHtOy for stirring the patience of the philo- 
sopher. But Agelastes, who had anticipated most 
of their requests, however unusual, supplied them 
completely, or in the greatest part, by the ready 
agency of his active slave Diogenes, to whom, at 
the same time, he contrived to transfer all blame 
for the absence of such articles as he was unable to 
provide. 

*' Be Homer my witness, the accomplished Vu*- 
gil, and the curious felicity of Horace, that, trifling 
and unworthy as thb banquet was, my note of 
directions to this thrice unhappy slave gave the 
instructions to procure every ingredient necessary 
to convey to each dish its proper gusto. — Ill- 
omened carrion that thou art, wherefore placedst 
thou the pickled cucumber so far apart from the 
boar's head? and why are these superb congers 
unprovided with a requisite quantity of fennel? The 
divorce betwixt the shell-fish and the Chian wine» 
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in a presence like this, is worthy of the divorce ol 
thine own soul from thy body ; or, to say the least, 
of a lifelong residence in the Pistrinnm." While 
thns the plulosophft: proceeded with threats, cnrses, 
and menaces against his slare, the stranger might 
have an opportunity of comparing the little torreat 
of his domestic eloquence, which the manners of the 
times did not consider as ill-bred, with the louder 
and deeper share of adulation towards his guests. 
They mingled like the oil with the Tin^^ and 
pickles which Diogenes mixed for the sauce. Thns 
the Count and Countess had an opportunity to 
estimate the happiness and the feli^sity reserved 
for those slaves, whom the omnipotent Jupiter, in 
the plenitude of compassion for their state, and in 
guerdon of their good morals, had dedicated to the 
service of a philosopher. The share they themselves 
took in the banquet, was finished with a degree oi 
speed which gave surprise not only to their host, 
but also to the Imperial guests. 

The Count helped himself carelessly but of a dish 
which stood near him, and partaking of a draught 
of wine, without enquiring whether it was of the 
vintage which the Gredss held it matter of con- 
science to mingle with that species of food, he de- 
clared himself satisfied ; nor could the obliging en- 
treaties of his neighbour, Anna Comnena, induce 
him to partake of other messes rejHresented as be- 
ing either delicacies or curiosities. His spouse eat 
still more moderately of the food which seemed 
most simply cooked, and stood nearer her at the 
board) and partook of a cup of crystal water, whidi 
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she sliglitly tinged with wine, at ike penereiing 
entreaty of the Csesar. They then relinqnished the 
farther business of the banquet, and, leaning back 
upon their seats, occupied themselyes in watdiing 
the liberal credit done to the feast by the rest of 
the guests present. 

A modem synod of gourmands would hardly 
have equalled the Imperial fiymily of Greece seated 
iA a philosophical banquet, whedier in the critical 
knowledge displayed of the scieface of eating in all 
its branches, or in the practical cost and patience 
with which they exercised it, the ladies, indeed, 
did not eat nrach of any one dish, but they tasted 
of almost all that were presented to them, and their 
name was Legion. Yet, after a short time, in Ho- 
meric phrase, the rage of thirst and hunger Was 
assuaged, or, more probably, the Princess Anna 
Comnena was tired of being an object of some in- 
attention to the gueKt who sat next her, and who, 
joining his high military character to his yery hand- 
some presence, was a person by whom few ladies 
would willingly be neglected. There is no new 
guise, says our ^Either Chaucer, but what resembles 
an old one ; and the address of Anna Comnena to 
liie FVankish Count might resemble that of a mo- 
dem lady of fashion, in her attempts to engage in 
couTersation the exquisite, who sits by her side in 
an apparently absent fit. " We hare piped unto 
you,** said the Princess, '< and you hare not dan- 
, ced ! We have sung to you the jovial chorus of 
Effoe, evoe, and you will neither worship Comus nor 
Bacdms ! Are we then to judge you a foUower of 
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the Muses, in whose seiriee, as well as in that oif 
Phoebos, we ourselyes pretend to be enlisted?" 

** Faur lady,*" replied the Frank, « be not ofiend- 
ed at mj stating once for all, in plain terms, that I 
am a Christian man, spitting at, and bidding defi- 
ance to, ApoUo, Bacchus, Comus, and all other 
heathen deities whatsoeyer." 

" 1 cruel interpretation of my unwary words !* 
said the Princess ; " I did but mention the gods of 
music, poetry, and eloquence, worshipped by oiff 
divine philosophers, and whose names are still used 
to disting^uish the arts and sciences over winch they 
presided — and the Count interprets it serioosly 
'nto a breach of the second commandment I Our 
Lady preserve me, we must take care how we speak, 
when our words are so sharply interiHreted." 

The Count laughed as the Princess q>oke. ^ I 
had no offensive meaning, madam,** he said, ** nor 
would I wish to interpret your words otherwise 
than as being most innocent and praiseworthy. I 
shall suppose that your speech contained all that 
was £sar and blameless. You are, I have under- 
stood, one of those who, like our worthy host, ex* 
press in composition ^e history and feats of the 
warlike time in which you live, and give to the 
posterity which shall succeed us, the knowledg^e ^ 
the brave deeds which have been achieved in ou 
day. I respect the task to which you have dedi 
cated yourself, and know not how a lady could lay 
after ages under an obUgation to her in the same 
degree^ unless, like my wife, Brenhilda, she were 
herself to be the actress of deeds which she reobrd- 
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^. And, by the way, she now looks towards her 
neighbour at the table, as if she were about to rise 
and leare him; har inclinations are towards Con- 
stantinople, and, with your ladysMp's permission, 
1 cannot allow her to go thither alone." 

^ That you shall neither of you do,** said Anna 
Conmena; '' since we all go to the capital directly, 
and for the purpose of seeing those wonders of 
nature, of which numerous examples have been 
odlected by ike splendour of my Imperial fioher. 
—If my husband seems to have giyen offence to the 
Conntess, do not suppose that it was intentionally 
dealt to her; on the contrary, you will find the 
good man, when you are better acquainted with 
him, to be one of those simple persons who manage 
so unhappily what they mean for dvilities, that 
those to whom they are addressed receive them 
frequently in another sense.* 

The Countess of Paris, however, refused again 
to sit down to the table from which she had risen, 
■0 that Agelastes and his Imperial guests saw them- 
selves under the necessity either to permit the 
strangers to depart, which they seemed unwilling 
to do, or to detain them by force, to attempt which 
might not perhaps have been either safe or pleasant; 
or, lastly, to have waived the etiquette of rank and 
set out along with tiiem, at ^e same time mana- 
ging their dignity, so as to take the initiatory step, 
though the departure took place upon the motion 
of thetr wilful guests. Much tumult there was— 
bnstKng, disputing, and shooting— among die 
troops and officers who were thus moved from their 



,y Google 



272 COUNT ROBERT OF PARIS. 

repast, two hours at least sooaer than had hem 
experienced upon similar occasions in the meoHnry 
of the ddest amoi^ them- A differmit arrange- 
ment of the In^perial party likewise seemed to take 
place by mntnal consent. 

Nicephonis Briennins ascended the seat upon the 
elephant, and remained there placed beside his 
august mother-in-law* Agdastes, on a sober-mind- 
ed palfrey, which permitted him to prolong liig 
philosophical harangues at his own pleasure, rode 
beside the Countess Brenhilda, whom he made the 
principal object of his oratory. The fair historian, 
though she usually travdled in a litter, preferred 
upon this occasion a spirited horse, which enabled 
her to keep pace with Count Robert of Paris, oo 
whose imagination, if not his feelings, she seemed 
to hare it in view to work a marked impressioii. 
The conversation of the Empress with her son-in- 
law requires no special detail. It was a tissue of 
criticisms upon the manners and behaviour of the 
Franks, and a hearty wish that they might be soon 
transported from the realms of Greece, nev^ more 
to return. Such was at least the tone of the Em- 
press, nor did the Csesar find it convenient to ex- 
press any more tolerant opinion of the strangers* 
On the other hand, Agelastes made a long drcnit 
ere he ventured te apjMroach the subject which he 
wished to introduce. He spoke of the menagerie 
of the Emperor as a most superb coUecticm of na- 
tural history ; he extolled different persons at court 
for having encouraged Alexiuis Comnenus in this 
wise and philosophical amusement. But, finally, 
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the praise of all others was ahandoned that the 
l^iilosopher might dwell upon that of Nicepfaoms 
Brienniiis, to whom the cabinet or collection of 
Constantinople was indebted, he said, for the prin* 
dpal treasures it contained. 

^ I am glad it is so," said the haughty Countess, 
without lowmng her voice or a£Recting any change 
of manner ; ^ I am glad that he understands some 
^ngs better worth understanding than whispering 
with stranger young women. Credit me, if he gires 
much license to his tongue among such women of 
my country as these stirring times may bring hither, 
some one or other of them will fling him into the 
cataract which dashes below.*' 

** Pardon me, fair lady," said Agelastes : " no 
female heart could meditate an action so atrocious 
against so fine a form as that of the CsBsar Nioe- 
phorns Briennius." 

'^ Put it not on that issue> father," said the 
offended Countess ; *^ for, by my patroness Saint, 
our Lady of the Broken Lances, had it not been for 
regard to these two ladies, who seemed to intend 
some respect to my husband and myself, that same 
Nicephorus should have been as perfectly a Lord of 
the Broken Bones as any Ceesiur who has borne the 
title since the great Julius !" 

The philosopher, upon this explicit information, 
began to entertain some personal fear for himself, 
uid hastened, by direrting the conversation, which 
he did with great dexterity, to the story of Hero 
and Leander, to put the affront received out of the < 
head of this unscrupulous Amazon. 

VOL. XL VI. 8 
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Meantime, Coimt Robert of Paris was engrossed* 
as It may be termed, by the fair Anna ComBena. 
She spoke on all subjects, on -some b^t^, doubt- 
less, others worse, bnt on none did she sospeet 
herself of any deficiency ; while the good Comit 
wished heartily within himself that bis Gompanion 
had been safely in bed with the enchanted Princess 
of Znlichium. She performed, right or wrong, the 
part of a pan^^yrist of the Normans, until at length 
the Count, tired of hearmg her prate of she knew 
not exactly what, broke in as folk)ws : — 

** Lady," he said, *^ notwithstanding I and my 
followers are sometimes so named, yet we are not 
Normans, who oome hither as a numerous and 
separate body of pilgrims, under the command of 
their Duke Robert, a valiant, though extravagant, 
thoughtless, and weak man. I say nothing i^^ainst 
the fame of these Normans. They conquered, in 
our fathers* day, a kingdom hr stronger than their 
own, which men call England; I see that you 
entertain some of the natives of which country in 
your pay, under the name of Varangians. Although 
defeated, as I said, by the Normans, they are^ 
nevertheless, a brave race ; nor would we think 
ourselves much dishonoured by mixing in battle 
with them. Still we are the valiant Franks, who 
had th^ dwelling on the eastern banks oi tb« 
Rhine and of the Saale, who were converted to the 
Christian Mth by the celebrated Clovis, and are 
sufficient, by our numbers and courage, to recoa- 
4uer tiie Holy Land» should all Europe bendes 
itand neutral in the 
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Th^re are few things more painful to the vanity 
of a person like the Princess, than the being detect- 
ed in an egregious error, at the moment she is 
taking credit to herself for being peculiarly accu* 
rately informed. 

** A false slave, who knew not what he was say- 
ing» I suppose,'' said the Princess, *^ imposed upon 
me the beHef that the Varangians were the natural 
enemies of the Normans. I see him marching there 
by the side of Achilles Tatins, the leader of his 
corps. — Call him hither, you officers ! — Yonder tall 
num, I mean, with the battle-axe upon his 
shoulder.'' 

Hereward, distinguished by his post at the head 
of the squadron, was smnmoned from thence to the 
presence of the Princess, where he made his mili- 
tary obeisance with a cast of sternness in his aspect, 
as his glance lighted upon the proud look of the 
Frenchman who rode beside Anna Comnena. 

*^ Did I not understand thee, fellow," said Anna 
Comnena, '< to have informed ipe, nearly a month 
ago, that the Normans and the Franks were the 
same people, and enemies to the race from which 
you spring ?" 

^ The Normans are our mortal enemies. Lady," 
answered Hereward, " by whom we were driven 
from our native land. The Franks are subjects of 
the same Lord-Paramount with the Normans, and 
therefore they neither love the Varangians, nor are 
beloved by them." 

" Good fellow," said the French Count, " yoit 
do the Franks wrong, and ascribe to the Varan- 
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gwMf although not mmatiirallyy an nndoe degree 
of importuieey when yon snppoee diat % raee whidi 
has ceased to exist as an independent nation for 
more Uian a generationy can he eitfaar an oljeet of 
interest or resentment to sudi as we are." 

^M am no stranger," said the Varang^ian, *^ to 
the pride of your heart, or the precedence ndiieb 
you assume ever those who have been less fmtonate 
in war than yourselves. It is God who casteth 
down and who buildeth up, nor is there in the 
world a jnrospect to which the Varangians would 
look forward wiUi more pleasure than that a hun- 
dred of their number should meet in a fair field, 
either with the oppressive Normans, or their modem 
compatriots, the vain Frenchmen, and let God be 
the judge which is most worthy of victory." 

<< You take an insolent advantage of the chance," 
said the Count of Paris, " which gives you an un- 
looked-for opportunity to brave a nobleman." 

'* It is my sorrow and shame," said the Varan- 
gian, " that that oj^rtunity is not complete ; and 
that there is a chain around me which forbids me 
to say, Slay me, or Fll kill thee before we part 
from this spot !" 

<< Why, thou fidolisb and hot-brained churl,'^ 
replied the Count, <* what right hast thou to the 
honour of dying by my blade ? Thou art mad, oi 
hast drained the ale-cup so deeply that thou know-^ 
est not what thou thinkest or sayest." 

"Thou liest!" said the Varangian; "though 

such a reproach be the utmost scandal of thy race." 

The Frenchman motioned his hand (quicker than 
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tight to his sw4Hrd, birt ingti^tly withdrew it, and 
said with dignity, ** thou canst not offend me." 

** But thon,*^ said the exile, ** hast offended me 
in a matter which can only be atoned by thy man- 
hood." 

*^ Where and how ?" aosweared the Count ; *^ al- 
though it is needless to ask the question, which 
thou canst not answer rationaUy." 

'* Thou hast this day," answered the Varangian, 
** put a mortal afiront upon a great prince, whom 
thy master calls his dly, and by whom thou hast 
been received with every rite of hospitality. Him 
thou hast affronted as oike peasant at a merry- 
making would do shame to another, and this dis- 
honour thou hast done to him in the very fiMse of 
his own chiefs and princes, and the nobles from 
every court of Europe." 

** It was thy master's part to resent my conduct,'' 
said the Frenchman, << if in reality he so much felt 
it as an afiront." 

*^ But that," said Hereward, ** did not consist 
with the manners of his country to do. Besides 
that, we trusty Varangians esteem ourselves bound 
by our oath as much to defend our Emperor, while 
the service lasts, on every inch of his honour as on 
every foot of his territory ; I therefore tell thee. 
Sir Knight, Sir Count, or whatever thou callest 
thyself, there is mortal quarrel between thee and 
the Varangian guard, ever and until thou hast 
fought it out in fair and manly battle, body to body, 
with one of the said Imperial Varangians, when 
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duty and opportanity shall pemiH : — and so God 
schaw the right !^ 

As this passed in the Frendi language, the mean* 
ing escaped the understanding of such Imperialists 
as were within hearing at the time ; and the Prin- 
cess, who waited with some astonifdmient till the 
Crusader and the Varangian had finished their con- 
ference, when it was over, sud to him with interest, 
*^ I trust you feel that poor man's situation to be 
too much at a distance from your own, to admit of 
your meeting him in what is termed knightly 
hattle?* 

<< On sudi a question," said the knight, ** I hare 
hut one answer to any lady who does not, like my 
Brenhilda, cover herself with a shield, and bear s 
sword by her side, and the heart of a knight in her 
bosom." 

^< And suppose for once," siud the Princess Anna 
Comnena, << that I possessed such titles to your 
confidence, what would your answer be to me ?" 

^ There can be little reason lor concealing it,* 
said the Count. << The Varan^an is a brave man, 
and a strong one ; it is contrary to my vow to shun 
his challenge, and perhaps I shall derogate firom 
my rank by accepting it ; but the world is wide, 
and he is yet to be bom who has seen Robert of 
Paris shun the fiEu» of mortal man. By means of 
some gallant officer among the Emperor^s g^uards, 
this poor fellow, who nourishes so strange an am- 
bition, shaU learn that he shall have his ^nsh gra* 
tified." 
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<* And Uien?" said Anna Gomnena. 

** Why, then," said the Count, " in the poor 
man's own langoage, Grod schaw the right ! ** 

** Which is to say," said the Princess, « that if 
my &ther has an office of his guards honourable 
enough to forward so pious and reasonable a pur- 
posie, the Emperor must lose an ally, in whose fiedth 
he puts confidence, or a most trusty and faithful sol* 
dier of his personal guard, who has distinguished 
^himself upon many occasions ? ^ 

^^ I am happy to hear," said the Count, " that 
the man bears such a character. In truth, his ambi- 
tion ought to hare some foundation. The more 
I think of it, the rather am I of opinion that there 
is something generous, rather thsm derogatory, in 
giving to the poor exile, whose thoughts are so high 
and noble, those privileges of a man of rank, which 
some who were bom in such lofty station are too 
cowardly to avul themselves of. Yet despond not, 
noble Princess ; the challenge is not yet accepted 
of, an^ if it was, the issue is in the hand of God, 
As for me, whose trade is war, the sense that I 
have something so serious to transact with this 
resolute man, will keep me from other less honour- 
able quarrels, in which a lack of occupation might 
be apt to involve me." 

The Princess made no farther observation, being 
resolved, by private remonstrance to Achilles Ta- 
tins, to engage him to prevent a meeting which 
might be £fttal to the one or the other of two brave 
men. The town now darkened before them, spark- 
ling, at the same time, through its obscurity, by the 
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many lights wiiich UlamiDated tiie hooses of Ae 
eitiBens. Tbe royal cairalcade held thehr way to the 
Grolden Gate, where the tmsty centurion pot koi 
guard nnder arms to receive them. 

*< We must now break off, fair ladies,** said th« 
Count, as the party, having now dismounted, were 
standing together at the private gate oi ^be Kao^ 
quemal Palace, ^ and find as we can, the lodgmgt 
which we occupied last night." 

^* Under your ^Avour, no," said the Bmpress. 
** You must be content to take your supper and 
repose in quarters more fittii^ your rank ; and,* 
added Irene, *< with no worse quartermaster than 
one of the Imperial family who has been your 
travelling companion." 

This the Count heard, with considerable inclina- 
tion to accept the hospitality whidi was so readily 
offered, ^though as devoted as a man could w«fl 
be to the charms of his Brenhilda, the v^ry idea 
never having entered his head of pr^erring an- 
other's beauty to hers, yet, nevertheless, lie had 
naturally felt himself flattered by the attentions of 
a woman of eminent beauty and very high rank ; 
and the praises with which tiie Princess had loaded 
him, had not entirely fallen to the ground. He 
was no longer in the humour in which the morning 
had found him, disposed to outrage the feelings of 
the Emperor, and to insult his dignity ; but, flatt^ed 
by the adroit sycophancy whidi the old philosopher 
had learned from the schools, and the beautifbl 
Princess had been gifited witft by nature, he assented 
to the Einpress's proposal ; the more readfly* par- 
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liaps, that Ihe darkness did not permit him to see 
that there was distinctly a shade of displeasure on 
the brow of Brenfailda. Whatever the cause, she 
cared not to express it^ and the mamed pair had 
JBSt entered that labyrinth of passages through 
wlueh Hereward had formerly wandered, when a 
chamberlain, and a female attendant, richly dressed, 
bent the knee before them, and offered them the 
means and place to adjust their attire, ere they 
entered the Imperial presence. Brenhilda looked 
^ipon her apparel and arms, spotted with the bbod 
of the insolent Scythian, and, Amazon as she was, 
felt the shame of hemg carelessly and improperly 
dressed. The arms of the knight were also bloody, 
and in disarrangement. 

<* TeU my female squire, Agatha, to give her 
Attendance,'' said the Countess. *< She alone is in 
the habit of assisting to unarm and to attire me." 

** Now, Grod be praised," thought the Grecian 
lady of the bedchamber, *^ that I am not called to a 
toilet where smiths' hammers and tongs are like to 
be the instruments most in request I " 

^ Tell Marcian, my armourer," said the Count, 
^ to attend with the silver and blue suit of plate 
and mail which I won in a wager from the Count 
of Tholottse."* 

* Raymond Count of Tholouse and St Giles, Duke of Cai 
Wane, and Marquis of Provence, an aged warrior, who had 
won high distinction in the contests against the Saracens in 
Spain, was the chief leader of the Crusaders from the South 
of France. His title of St Giles is corrupted hy Anna Com- 
nena into Sangeles, by which name she constantly mentions 
him in the Alexiad. 
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** Might I not hare the hononr of adjiistiiig your 
armour," said a i^lenduUy drest courtier, with son* 
marks of the armourer^s professioii, << since I ha?e 
pot on diat of the Emperor himsdf ?— «iiay hit 
name be sacred 1 " 

^ And how many rivets hast thon dencfaed npoe 
die occadon widi this hand," said the Count, catch- 
ing hold of it, << which looks as if it had never bees 
washed, save with milk of roses, — and with this 
childish toy ? " pointing to a hammer, with ivory 
haft and nlrer head, whi^ stack into a milk-white 
kidskin apron, 1^ official wore as badges of his 
doty. The armourer fell back in some confbsion. 
** ffis gntspi" he sud to another domestic, ^ is like 
the seizure of a vice ! " 

While this little scene passed apart, the Empress 
Irene, hw danght^, and her son«in-law, left the 
company, mider pretence of making a necessary 
change in their aj^arel. Immediately after, Age- 
lastes was required to attend the Emperor, and the 
strangers were conducted to two adjacent diambers 
of retirement, sjd^ididly fitted up, and placed for 
tbe present at ^eir disposal, and that of their at- 
ten<kints. There we shall for a time leave th^ 
assuming, widi the assistance oi their own attend- 
ants, a dress which their ideas regarded as most fit 
for a great occasion ; those of the Grecian court 
willingly keeping apart firom a task which they held 
nearly as formidable as assisting at the lair of a 
royal tiger or his bride. 

Agelastes found the Emperor sedulously arran- 
ging his most splendid court-dress ; for, as in tht 
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court of Pekiii, the dumge of ceremonial aHira 
was a great part of the ritual ohserved at Constan- 
tinople. 

** Then hast done well, wbe Agelastes,** said 
Alexins to the philosopher, as he approadied with 
abundanceof prostrations and genuflexions — ** Thon 
hast done well^ and we are content with thee. Less 
than thy wit and address most have failed in sepa- 
rating from their company this tameless boll, and 
unyoked heifer, ov«r whom, if we obtain influence, 
we shall commanj, by erery account, no small in- 
terest among those who este^n diem the bravest in 
the host." 

^^My humble underitanding,'* wM. Agehistes, 
^ had been infinitely inferior to the management oi 
so prudent and sagacious a scheme, had it not been 
shaped forth and suggested by the inimitable wis- 
dom of your most sacred Imperial Highness." 

<< We are aware," said Alexius, ^' that we had 
the merit of Moddng fcnrth the scheme of detaining 
these persons, either by their choice as allies, or by 
mun force as hostages. Their friends, ere yet they 
hare missed them will be engaged in war with the 
Turks, and at no liberty, if the devU should suggest 
such an undertaking, to take arms against the sacred 
empire. Thus, Agelastes, we shall obtain hostages 
at leait as' important and as valuable as that €k)unt 
of Vermandois, whose liberty the tremendous Crod- 
frey of Bouillon extorted from us by threats of 
instant war." 

*< Pardon," said Agelastes, <<if I add another 
reason to those which of tbemselves so happily 
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support your august resolution. It is possible that 
we may, by observing the greatest caution and 
courtesy towards these strangers, win them in good 
earnest to our side.** 

<< I conceive you, I conceive you** — said the 
Emperor ; '< and this very night I will exhibit my- 
self to this Count and his lady in the royal presence 
chamber, in the richest robes which our wardrobe 
can furnish. The lions of Solomon shall roar, the 
golden tree of Conmenua shall display its wonders 
and the feeble eyes of these Franks shall be alto- 
gether dazzled by the splendour of the empire. 
These spectacles cannot but sink into their minds, 
and dispose Uiem to become the allies and servants 
of a nation so much more powerfid, skilfdl, and 
wealthy than their own. — Thou hast something to 
say, Agelastes. Years and long study have made 
thee wise; though we have given our opinion, thou 
mayst speak thine own, and live." 

Thrice three times did Agelastes press his brow 
agiunst the hem of the Emperor's garment, and 
great seemed his anxiety to find such words as 
might intimate his dissent from his sovereign, yet 
save him from the informality of contradicting him 
expressly. 

** These sacred words, in ' which your sacred 
ur:».i.«^»» ^•as uttered your most just and accurate 
>e undeniable, and incapable of contra- 
e any vain enough to attempt to impugn 
irertheless, be it lawful to say, that men 
isest arguments in vain to those who do 
and reason, just as you would in vai* 
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exliibit a curious piece of limning to the blind, or 
endeavour to Inibe, as scripture saith, a sow by the 
offer of a precious stone. The fault is not, in such 
case, in ike accuracy of your sacred reasoning, but 
in the obtuseness and perverseness of the barbari- 
ans to whom it is applied." 

^ Speak more plainly," said the Emperor ; " how 
often must we tell thee, that in cases in which we 
really want coimsel, we know we must be content- 
ed to sacrifice ceremony ?" 

*' Then in plain words," said Agelastes, <' these 
European barbarians are like no others under the 
cope of the unirerse, either on the things on which 
they look with desire, or on those which they con- 
nder as discouraging. The treasures of this noble 
empire, so far as they affected their wishes, would 
merely inspire them with the desire to go to war 
with a nation possessed of so much wealth, and who, 
in their self-conceited estimation, were less able to 
defend, than they themselves are powerful to assail. 
Of such a description, for instance, it Bohemond of 
Tarentum,— and such a one is many a crusader less 
able and sag^ious than he ; — ^for I think I need not 
tell your Imperial Divinity, that he holds his own 
self-interest to be the devoted guide of his whole 
conduct through this extraordinary War ; and that, 
therefore, you can justly calculate his course, when 
once you are aware firom which point of the compass 
the wind of avarice and self-interest breathes with 
respect to him. But there are spirits among the 
Franks of a very di£Perent nature, and who must be 
acted upon by very diffarent motives, if we would 
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make onnelTes masten of their aetionsy and the 
principles by which they are gOTemed. If it were 
lawful to do 80, I would request yow Migesty to 
look at the manner by which an wctM jngglcar of 
your court achieves his imposition upon itte eyes of 
spectators, yet heedfuUy disguises the means by 
which he attains his object. This people-^I mean 
the more lofty«minded of these cmsadersy who aet 
up to the pretences of the doctrine which they call 
chivalry— -despise the thirst of gold, and gold itself 
unless to hilt their swords, or to fnmi^ fcvth some 
necessary expenses, as alike useless and contempti- 
ble. The man who can be moved by the thirst of 
gain, they contemn, scorn, and despise, and liken 
him, in die meanness of his objects, to the most 
paltry serf that ever followed the plough, or widd* 
ed the spade. On the other hand, if it happens 
that they actually need g(dd, they are sufficiently 
unceremonious in taking it where they can most 
easily find it. Thus, they are neither easily to be 
bribed by giving them sums of gold, nor to be starved 
into compliance by withholding what chance may 
render necessary for them. In the one case, they 
set no value upon the gift of a little paltry yellow 
dross ; on the other, they are accustomed to take 
what they want." 

'^Yellow dross!" interrupted Alexius. <' Do 
they call that noble metal, equally respected by 
Roman and barbarian, by rich and pocnr, by great 
and mean, by churchmen and laymen, which all 
mankind are fitting for, plotting for, {banning for, 
intriguing for, and damning thonselves for, hoUk 
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soul and body — by the opprobrious name of yellow 
dross ? They are mad» Agelastes, utterly mad. 
Perils and dangers, penalties and scourges, are the 
only arguments to which men who are above the 
uniyersal influence which moves all others, can 
possibly be accessible." 

'' Nor are they,^ said Agelastes, ^^ more access* 
ible to fear than they are to self-interest. They are 
indeed, from their boyhood, brought up to scorn 
those passions which iiufluence ordinary minds, whe- 
ther by means of avarice to impel, or of fear to hold 
back. So mudi is diis the case, that what is enticing 
to other men, must, to interest them, have the 
piquant sauce of extreme danger. I told, for in- 
stance, to this very hero, a legend of a Princess of 
Zulichium, who lay on an enchanted couch, beauti- 
ful as an ai^el, awaiting the chosen knight who 
should, by di^elling her enchanted slumbers, be- 
come master of her person, of her kingdom of Zuli- 
chium, and of her countless treasures ; and, would 
your Imperial Majesty believe me, I could scarce 
get the gallant to attend to my legend, or take any 
interest in the adventure, till I assured him he woidd 
have to encounter a winged dragon, compared to 
which the largest of those in the Frank romances 
was but like a mere dragonfly?" 

<< And did diis move the gallant ?" said the Em- 
p«^or. 

** So mudi so," replied the philosopher, << that 
had I not unfortunately, by the earnestness of my 
description, awakened the jealousy of his Penthe^ 
silea of a Coilntess, he had forgotten the crusade 
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ftnd all Wong^g to it, to go in quest of Zididiiam 
ftnd its sliimberiiig sovereign.*^ 

" Nay, then,* said the Emp«:t>p, ** we have in 
our empire (make us sensible of the advantage!) 
innumerable tale-tellers who are not possessed in 
the sUghtest degree of that noble scorn of gold 
which is proper to the Franks, but shall, for a 
brace of besants, lie with the devil, and beat him 
to boot, if in that numner we can gain, as marin^^ 
say, the weathergage of the Franks." 

** Discretion,** said Agelastes, '^ is in the highest 
d^ree necessary. Sin[q>ly to lie is no very great 
matter ; it is merely a departure from the truth, 
which is little different from missing a mark at 
archery, where the whole horizon, one point alene 
excepted, will alike serve the shooter's purpose; 
but to move the Frank as is desired, requires a 
perfect knowledge of his temper and disposition, 
great caution and presence of mind* and the most 
versatile readiness in changing from one subject to 
another. Had I not myself been somewhat alert, 
I might have paid the penalty of a fiedse step in 
your Majesty's service, by being flung into my own 
cascade by the virago whom I oflended.'' 

'< A perfect Thalestris I" said the Emperor ; ^ I 
shall take care what o£Fence I give her." 

<< If I might speak and live," said Agelastes, 
<< the CfiBsar Nicephorus Briennius had best adopt 
tiie same precaution.** 

<' Nicephorus," said Ae Emperor, << must settle 
that with our daughter. I have ever told her that 
she gives him too much of that history, of whidi a 
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page or ts^ it soAcientlf refireshhig ; bnt by our 
own self we must swear it, Agelastes, that, night 
aftar ni^it, hearing notiiiiig else, wonld snbdne the 
potiende of a saint ! — ^Foi^et, good Agelastes, that 
Aou hast heard me say SQdh a thing — ^more espe- 
dally, remember it not when thou art in presence 
of oar Imperial wife and daaghter.** 

^ Nor were the freedoms taken by the Caesar 
beyond the bounds of an innocent gaUautry,^ said 
Agelastes ; ** but the Countess, I must needs say, 
16 dtmgerous. She killed this day the Scythian 
Toxartis, by what seemed a mere fillip on the head.** 

" Hah l" said the Emperor ; « I knew that Tox- 
artiS} and he was like enough to deserve his death, 
being a bold unscrupnlaus marauder. Take notes, 
howerer, how it happened, the names of witnesses, 
&C., that, if necessary, we may exhibit the fkcias a 
deed of aggression on the part of the Count aqd 
Countess of Paris, to the assembly of the crusaders." 

" I trust," si^d Agelastes, " your Imperial Ma- 
jesty win iH>t easily resign the golden opportunity 
of gaining to your standard persous whose charac- 
ter stands so very high in chivalry. It would cost 
yon but little to bestow upon them a Grecian 
island; worth a hundred of their own paltry lord- 
ship of Paris ; and if it were given under the con- 
dition of their expelling the infidels dr the disaf- 
fected who may have obtained the temporary pos^ 
session, it woidd be so much the more likely to be 
an acceptiable ofibr. I need not say that the whole 
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knovirledge) wUdom, and aldll of the poor Agdastei 
it at your Imperial Mj^eH/s disposaL* 
. The Emperor paused for a moment, and then 
saidy as if on foil consideration, << Worthy Age- 
lastes, I dare trust thoe in this difficult and some- 
what dangerous matter ; hut I will keep my pur- 
pose of exhibiting to them the lions of Solomon, 
and the golden tree of our Imperial house." 

** To that there can be no objection," returned 
the philosopher ; ** only remember to exhibit few 
guards, for these Franks are like a fiery horse; 
when in temper he may be ridden with a silk thready 
but when he has taken umbrage or suspicion, as 
they would likely do if they saw many armed men, 
a steel bridle would not restrain him." 

<< I will be cautious," said the Emperor, ^ in that 
particular, as well as others. — Sound the silver bell, 
Agelastes, that the officers of our wardrobe may 
attend." 

** One single word, whQe your Highness is 
alone," said Agelastes. ** Will your Imperial Ma- 
jesty transfer to me the direction of your menage- 
rie, or collection of extraordinary creatures ? " 

<< You make me wonder," said the Emperor, 
taking a signet, bearing upon it a lion, with the 
legend, Vicit Leo ex tribu JucUb. '< This," he said, 
" will giro thee the command of our dens. And 
now, be candid for once with thy master — ^for de- 
ception is thy nature even with me — By what 
charm wilt thou subdue the^e untamed savages ?* 

<< By the power of falsehood," replied Agelastes, 
with deep reverence. 
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** I believe thee an adept in it," said the Empe- 
ror. ^ And to which of their foibles wilt thon 
address it?** 

^ To their love of fame,** said the philosopher ; 
and retreated badcwards out of the royal apart- 
ment, as the officers of the wardrobe entered to 
oomplete the investment of the Emperor in his Im- 
perial habiliments. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

I will oonverte with iron-witted fool% 
And unrespective boys ; none are for me» 
That ioolL into me with considerate eyes ; — 
High-reaching Buddngham grows circamsp(«t. 

Biduxrd IIL 

As they parted from each other, the Empe* 
ror and philosopher had each their own anxious 
thoughts on the interview which had passed between 
them ; thoughts which they expressed in broken 
sentences and ejaculations, though for the better 
understanding of the degree of estimation in which 
they held each other, we will give them a more 
regular and intelligible form. 

** Thus, then," half muttered half said Alexius, 
but so low as to hide his meaning from the officers 
of the wardrobe, who entered to do their office, — 
*' thus then, this bookworm — ^this remnant of old 
heathen philosophy, who hardly believes, so €rod 
save me, the truth of the Christian creed, has 
topp'd his part so well that he forces his Emperor 
to dissemble in his presence. Beginning by be- 
ing the bu£fbon of the court, he has wormed him- 
o^i^ \itx^^ ^ \^ secrets, made himself master of 
itrig^es, conspired with my own son-in- 
ist me, debauched my g^uards, — ^indeed so 
is web of deceit, that my life is safe no 
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longer, than he foelieveg me the Imperial dolt which 
I have all^tcted to seem, in order to deceive him ; 
intimate that even so I can escape his cautionary 
anti<»pation of my dkpileasnre^ hy avoiding to pre* 
ci{»tate his measures of vioknoe. But were this 
■ndden storm of the crusade fiurly passed over, the 
•ngrateftd €»s&r, the hoastful coward AchBles 
TiitinS) and the besom serpent Agdastes, shall 
know whether Alte^dus Comnenns has been bom 
ihm dupe. When Greek meets Greek, comes the 
etarife of subtlety, as well as the tugof war.** Thus 
sayii^, he resigned himself to the officers of his 
wardrobe, who proceeded to ornament him as the 
solemnity retjuired. 

^ I trust ^m not,** said Agelastes, the meaning 
of whose gestures and exclamaltidns, we^ in like 
manner, render into a connected Meiming. *^ I can* 
not, and do not trint him — he somewhat overacts 
his part. He has IxMme himself upon other occa- 
sions with the shrewd wit of his family the Com- 
neni ; yet he now trusts to the effect of his trum- 
pery lions upon such a shrewd people as the Franks 
and Normans, and seettis to rely upon me fbr the 
diaracter of men with whotti he hiM been engaged 
in peace and war fbr many years. This can be 
but to gain my confidence ; for there were imperfect 
looks, and broken sentenc<^s, whi<^ seemed to say, 
* Agelastes, the Emperor knows thee, und confides 
not in thee.' Yet the plot is successful and un- 
discovered, as far as can be judged ; and were I to 
attempt to recede now. I were lost for ever. A 
little time to carry on this intrigue with the Frank. 
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wlien poasiUy, by the^ assistanoe of tlds gallaBi 
Alexias shall exchange the crown for a doisfeer, m 
a still narrower abode ; and then, Agdastes, thou 
desenrest to be blotted from die roll of philosophers, 
if thon canst not posh out of tiie throne the con- 
ceited and luxurious Csesar, and reign in his stead, 
a second Marcus Antoninus, when the wisdom of 
thy rule, long unfelt in a world which has been 
guided by tyrants and voluptuaries, shall soon obli- 
terate rec6llection of the manner in which thy 
power was acquired. To work dien — be active, 
and be cautious. Hie time requires it, and the 
prize deserves it." 

While these thoughts passed through his mind, 
he arrayed himself, by the assistance of Diogenes, 
in a dean suit of that ample apparel in which he 
always frequented the court ; a garb as unlike dial 
of a candidate for royalty, as it was a contrast to 
the magnificent robes with which Alexius was now 
investing himself 

In their separate apartments, or dressing-rooms, 
the Count of Paris and his lady put on the best 
apparel ^diich they had prepared to meet such a 
chance upon their journey. Bven in France, Ro- 
bert was seldom seen in the peaceful ci^ and 
sweeping mande, whose high plumes and ^wiog 
folds were the garb of knights in times of peace. 
He was now arrayed in a splendid suit of armour, 
all except the head, which was bare otherwise than 
as covered by his curled locks. The rest of his 
person was sheathed in die complete mail of die 
time, richly inlaid ¥rith silv<»r, which contrasted 
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with the assure in which the steel was damasked. 
His spurs were upon his heels — his sword was by 
bifl side, and his triangular shield was suspended 
round his neck, bearing, painted upon it, a number 
of fleurs-de-lis semeesy as it is called, upon the field, 
being the origin of those lily flowers which afWr- 
times reduced to three only ; and which were the 
terror of Europe, until they suffered so many re- 
verses in our own time. 

The extreme hdgfat of Count Robert's person 
adapted ham. for a g^b, which had a tendency to 
make persons of a lower stature i^pear rather 
dwarfish and thick when arrayed ccqhd-pie. The 
features, with their self-collected composure, and 
noble contempt of whatever could have astounded 
or shaken an ordinary mind, formed a well-fitted 
capital to the excellently proportioned and vigo- 
rous frame which they terminated. The Countess 
was in more peacefbl attire ; but her robes were 
short and succinct, like those of one who might be 
called to hasty exercise. The upper part of her 
dress consisted of more than one tunic, sitting close 
to the body, while a skirt, descending from the 
girdle, and reaching to the ankles, embroidered 
elegantly but richly, completed an attire which a 
lady might have worn in much more modem times. 
Her tresses were covered with a light steel head- 
piece, though some of them, escaping, played round 
her face, and gave relief to those handsome fea- 
tures which might otherwise have seemed too 
formal, if closed entirely within the verge of steel. 
Over these under-garments was flung a rich velvet 
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doak of a deep green colour, desoendiiig from Ae 
head, where a speeies of hood was loosely adjusted 
oyer the helmet^ deeply laced upon its rerges and 
seams, and so long as to ^weep ^ groinid helusd. 
A dagger of ridi materials omamented a girdle ef 
cnrioos goldsmith's work, and was the only oHen- 
sive weapon which, notwithstanding lier military 
occupation, she bore upon tins ooeaaon. 

The toilet — as modem times woidd say— of tiie 
Countess, was not nearly so soon ended as that 
of Count Robert, who occupied his time, as hus- 
bands of every period are apt to do, in litde sub- 
acid complaints betwe«:i jest and earnest, upon the 
dilatory nature of ladies, and the time windi diey 
lose in doffing and donning their garments. But 
when the Countess Brenhilda came £ovth m die 
pride of loveliness, from the inner diamber where 
she had attired herself, h^ hudband, who was stiH 
her lover, clasped her to his breast, and expressed 
his privilege by the kiss which he took as of rig^ 
from a creature so beautifuL Chiding him for his 
folly, yet almost returning the kiss whidi she re- 
ceived, Brenhilda began now to wonder how they 
were to find thdr way to the presence of the EiS- 
peror. 

The query was soon served, for a gentle knodc 
at the door announced Agelastes, to whom, as best 
acquainted with the Fraddsh mannors, had been 
committed, by the EmperiM*, the charge of introdu- 
cing the noble strangers. A distant sound, like 
that of the roaring of a lion, or not nnsimilar to a 
large and deep gong of modem times, intimated the 
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commencem^it of the ceremonial. Hie black slaves 
upon guard, who, as haldi been observed, were in 
aquUl onmbers, stood ranged in their state dresses 
of vJiite and goM, bearing in one hand a naked 
aabre, and in the other a tordi of white wax, which 
seonred to guide the Count and Countess through 
the passage lluit led to the interior of the palace, 
and to the most seoret haU of audience. 

The do4Mr of tliis ionctum sanctorum was lower 
than wsasAi a simple stratagem devised by some 
superstitioiiB c^Hcer of the Imperial household, to 
oompel the kfty-crested Frank to lower his body, 
as Ikis presented himself in the Imperial presence. 
Robert, when the door flew open, and he discovered 
in the background the Emperor seated upon his 
, thBone amidst a glare of light, wMch was broken 
and reflected in ten l^uiand folds by the jewels 
with which his vestmmits w«re cova'ed, stopt short, 
and demanded the memiing of introducing him 
throng so low an areh ? Agelastes pointed to the 
Smperor by way of shifting from himself a ques- 
tion whidi he could not have answered. The mute, 
to apologize for his silence, yawned, and showed 
the loss of his tongue. 

<^ Holy Virgin I" said the Countess, " what can 
these unhappy Africans have done, to have deser- 
ved a condemnation which involves so cruel a fate?*^ 

^ The hour of retribution is perhaps come," said 
the Count, in a disfdeased tone, wUle Agelastes, 
with such hurry as time and place permitted, en- 
tered, making his ]H:o8trations and genuflections, 
little donblang that tiie Frank must follow him. and 
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to do tOy most lower his body to the JBmperor. 
The County howev^, in the height of displeasure 
at the trick which he conceived had been intended 
him, turned himself round, and entered the presence- 
chamber with his bade purposely turned to the so- 
vereign, and did not face Alexius until he reached 
the middle of the apartment, when he was joined 
by the Ck>untet8, who had made her approadi in a 
more seemly manner. The Emperor, wbo had pre- 
pared to admowledge the Gmrat's expected hoinage 
in the most gracious manner, found himself now 
even more unpleasantly circumstanced than when 
this uncompromising FVank had usurped iJie royal 
throne in the course of the day 

The officers and nobles who stood around, though 
a very select number, were more nmnerous than 
usual, as the meeting was not held for counsel, but 
merely for state. These assumed such an i^pear- 
ance of mingled displeasure and confusion as might 
best suit with the perplexity of Alexius, while the 
wily features of the Norman* Italian, Bohemond ot 
Tarentnm, who was also present, had a singular 
mixture of fantastical glee and derision. It is the 
misfortune of the weaker on such occasions, or at 
least the more timid, to be obliged to take the petty 
part of winking hard, as if not able to see what 
they cannot avenge. 

Alexius made the signal that the ceremonial of 
the grand reception should immediately conunenoe. 
Instantly the lions of Solomon, which had been 
newly furbished, raised their heads, erected their 
manes, braniished their tails, until they excited the 
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hnaginalion of Count Robert, who, being already 
on fire at the drcnmstances of his reception, con- 
ceived the bellowing of these automata to be the 
actual annunciation of immediate assault. Whether 
the lions, whose forms he beheld, were actually 
lords of the forest, — ^whether they were mortals 
who had suffisred transformation, — whether they 
were productions of the skill of an artful juggler, 
or profound naturalist, the Count neither laiew 
nor cared. All that he thought of the dang^ was, 
that it was worthy of his courage; nor did his heart 
permit him a moment's irresolution. He strode to 
the nearst lion, which seemed in the act of spring- 
ing up, and said, in a tone loud and formidable as 
its own, ^< How now, dog I " At the same time he 
struck the figure with his clenched fist and steel 
gauntlet witii so much force, that its head burst, 
and the steps and carpet of the throne were covered 
with wheels, springs, and other machinery, which 
had been the means of produdng its mimic terrors. 

On this display of the real nature of the cause 
of his anger, Count Robert could not but feel a 
little ashamed of having given way to passion on 
such an occasion. He was still more confused 
when Bohemond, descending from his station near 
the Emperor, addressed him in the Frank Ian- 
gnage ; — ^* You have done a gallant deed, truly, 
Count Robert, in freeing the court of Byzantium 
from an object of fear which has long been used 
to frighten peevish children and unruly barba- 
riansl" 

Enthusiasm has no greater enemy than ridiculoi 
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** Why, theo,* jaid ComK Robert, bkHhing deeply 
ftt the sane time, <" did thej exhibit its &iitwtiG 
terrors to me? I am neither child nor barbarian." 

^ Address yourself to die Emperw, then, as an 
intelligent man,** mswered Bohemond. *^ Say 
something to him in excuse ei your coodiict, and 
show that our bravery has net entirdy nm away 
with oar common sense. And hark yon also, while 
I hare a moment's speech of yon,^ — do yon and 
your wife heedfully follow my example at snj^^er ! * 
These words were spoken wilh a significant tone 
and corresponding look. 

The opinion of Bohemond, from his long inter- 
course, both in peace and war, with the Grecian 
Emperor, gave him great inflnence wilh the other 
crusaders, and Count Robert yielded to his advioft 
He turned towards the Emperor with somethuig 
liker an obmance than he had hitherto paid. ^ I 
crave your pardon,** he said, ^ for breaking that 
gilded piece of pageantry ; but, in sooth, die won- 
ders of sorcery, and the portents of accomplished 
and skilful jugglers, are so numerous in this coun- 
try, that one does not clearly distinguish what is 
true from what is ftlse, or what is real from what is 
illusory.'' 

The Emperor, notwidistanding die presence of 
mind for which he was remarkable, and die courage 
in which he was not held by his countrymen to be 
deficient, received this apology somewhat awk- 
wardly. Perhaps the rueful complaisance witb 
which he accepted the Count's apology, might be 
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be9t compared to that of a lady of tlie preisetit day 
when an awkward guest has broken a valnablo 
piece of china. He mutt^ed sometyng about the 
machines having been long preserred in the Impe- 
rial fiunily, as bduog made on the model of those 
whidi guarded the throne of the wise King of Is- 
rael; to which the blunt plain-spoken Count 
expressed his doubt in reply, whether the wisest 
{Mrinoe in the world ever condescended to frighten 
his subjects or guests by the mimic roarings of 
a wooden lion. " If»" said he, '^ I too hastily took 
it for a Uymg creature, I have had the worst, 
by damping my excellent gauntlet in dashing to 
pieces its timber skull." 

The Emperor, after a little more had been said, 
chiefly on the same subject, proposed that they 
should pass to the banquet-room. Marshalled, 
accordingly, by the grand sewer of the Imperial 
table, and attended by all present, excepting the 
Emperor and the immediate members of Ids family, 
the Frankish guests were guided through a laby- 
rinth of apartments, each of which was filled with 
wonders of nature and art, calculated to enhance 
then* opinioa of the wealth and grandeur which 
had ass^nbled together so much that was wonder- 
ful. Their passage being necessarily slow and 
interrupted, gave the Emperor time to change his 
dress, according to the ritual of his court, which 
did not permit his a{^aring twice in the same 
vesture befcnre the same spectators. He took the 
opportunity to summon Agelastes into his presence, 
and, that their conference might be secret, housed^ 
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in assisting Ids toilet, the ageney of some of tlie 
mutes destined for the service of tiie interior. 

Hie temper of Alexins Comnenus was consid^- 
ably moved, although it was one of the peculiarities 
of his situation to be ever under the necessity of 
disg^ing the emotions of his mind, and of affect- 
ing, in presence of his subjects, a superiority to 
human passion, which he was feur from feeling. It 
was therefore with gravity, and even reprehension, 
that he asked, *< By whose error it was that the 
wily Bohemond, half- Italian, and half-Norman, 
was present at iMs interview ? Surely, if there be 
one in the crusading army likely to conduct that 
foolish youth and his wife behind the scenes of the 
exhibition by which we hoped to impose upon them, 
the Count of Tarentum, as he entitles himself, is 
that person.** 

^ It was that old man," said Agelastes, ^ (if I 
may reply and live,) Michael Cantacuzene, who 
deemed that his presence was peculiarly desired ; 
but he returns to the camp this very night." 

^ Yes,** said Alexius, ** to inform Grodfrey, and 
the rest of the crusaders, that one of the boldest 
and most highly esteemed of their number is left, 
with his wife, a hostage in our Imperial city, and 
to bring back, perhaps, an alternative of instant 
war, unless they are delivered up !" 

'* If it is your Imperial Highness's will to think 
so," said Agelastes, ** you can su£Fer Count Robert 
and his wife to return to the camp with the Italian- 
Norman." 

" What ?" answered the Emperor, " and so lose 
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all tlie froits of an enterprise, the |Hreparations for 
which have abready cost us so much in actual ex- 
pense ; and, were our heart made of the same stuif 
with that of ordinary mortals, would hare cost us 
so much more in vexation and anxiety ? No, no ; 
issue warning to the crusaders, who are still on the 
hither side, that farther rendering of homage is 
dispensed with, and that they repair to the quays 
on the banks of the Bosphorus, by peep of light 
to-morrow. Let our admiral, as he values his head, 
pass every man of them over to the farther side 
before noon. Let there be largesses, a princely 
banquet on the futher bank — all that may increase 
their anxiety to pass. Then, Agelastes, we will 
trust to ourselves to meet this additional danger, 
either by bribing the venality of Bohemond, or by 
bidding defiance to the crusaders. Their forces are 
scattered, and the chief of them, with the leaders 
themselves, are all now — or by far the greater part 
—on the east sidp of the Bosphorus. — And now to 
the banquet ! seeing that the change of dress has 
been made sufficient to answer the statutes of the 
household ; since our ancestors chose to make rules 
for exhibiting us to our subjects, as priests exhibit 
their images at their shrines !" 

^ Under grant of Hfe," ssud Agelastes, '< it was 
not done inconsiderately, but in order that the' Em- 
peror, ruled ever by the same laws from father to 
son, might ever be regarded as something beyond 
the common laws of humanity — ^the divine image of 
a saint, therefore, rather than a human being." 

" We know it, good Agelastes," answered the 
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Emperor, willi a snile, ^ and we are also aware^ 
Ihat many of our gal^ecte, like the worslupperB oi 
Bel in holy writ> treat m so fiur as an imager as to 
assist us in devonring.the revenues of our provinoesy 
which are gathered in our name, and for ofor use. 
These things we now only touch lightly, the time 
not suiting them." 

Alexius left the secret council accordingly, after 
the order for the passage of the crusaders had been 
written out and subscribed in due form, and in the 
sacred ink of the Impmal chancery. 

Meantime, the rest of the company had arrired 
in a hall, which, like the other apartments in the 
palace, was most tasteftilly as well as gcvgsoudy 
fitted up^ except that a tMe^ which presented a 
princely banquet, might have been deemed fiuilty 
in this respect, that the dishes, which were most 
splendid, both in the materials of which they were 
composed, and in the viands which they hdld, were 
elevated, by means of feet, so as to be npoii a levei 
with female guests as they sat, and with men as they 
lay recumbent at the banquet which it offered. 

Around stood a nund>er of black slaves richly 
attired, while the grand sewer, Afichael Cantacu- 
zene, arranged the strangers with his golden wand, 
and conveyed orders to them, by signs, that all 
should remain standing around the table, until a 
signal should be g^ven. 

The upper end of the board, thus furnished, uhI 
thus surrounded, was hidden by a cnrtun of musiin 
and silver, whidi fell from the top of the arch under 
which the upper part seemed to pass. On this i 
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tain the sewer kept a wary eye; and when he 
observed it slightly shake, he waved his wand of 
office, and all expected the result. 

As if self-moved, the mystic curtain arose, and 
discovered bcifiind it a throne eight steps higher 
than the end of the table, decorated in the most 
magnificent manner, and having placed before it a 
small table of ivory inhud with silver, behind which 
was seated Alexius Comnenns, in a dress entirely 
different from what he had worn in the course of 
the day, and so much more gorgeous than his for- 
mer vestments, that it seemed not unnatural that 
his subjects should prostrate themselves before a 
figure so splendid. His wife, his daughter, and his 
son-in-law the Csesar, stood behind him with faces 
bent to the ground, and it was with deep humility, 
that, descending from the throne at the Emperoi^s 
command, they mingled with the guests of the lower 
table, and, exalted as they were, proceeded to the 
festive board at the signal of the grand sewer. So 
that they could not be said to partake of the repast 
with the Emperor, nor to be placed at the Imperial 
table, although they suj^ed in his presence, and 
were encouraged by his repeated request to them 
to make good cheer. No dishes presented at the 
lower table were offered at the higher ; but wines, 
and more delicate sorts of food, which arose before 
the Emperor as if by itiagic, and seemed designed 
for his own proper use, were repeatedly sent, by 
his special directions, to one or other of the guests 
whom Alexius delighted to honour— among these 
the Franks being particularly distinguished. 

VOL. XLVI. V 
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The bdiayiour of Bohemond was <m this < 
pardcnlarly remaricaUe. 

Count Robert, who kept an eye upon ham, both 
from his recent words, and owing to an expreasiTe 
look which he once or twice darted towarids him, 
observed, that in no Uquors or food, not eT«i those 
sent from the Emperor's own table, did fJds astn- 
cions prince choose to indulge. A piece of bread, 
taken from the canister at random, and a glass of 
pure water, was the only refreslunent of which he 
was pleased to partake. His alleged excnse was, 
the veneration due to the Holy Festtval of tiie 
Advent, winch chanced to occur that very night, 
and which both the Greek and Latin rule agreed 
to hold sacred. 

^ I had not expected this of you, Sir Boh^nond," 
•aid the Emperor, <^ that you should have refrised 
my personal hospitality at my own board, on ths 
very day on which you honcHured me by entering 
into my service as vassal for the principality of 
Antioch." 

<< Antiodi is not yet conqoared," said Sir Bdie- 
mond; <<and conscience, dread sovereign, must 
always have its exceptions, in whatever temporal 
contracts we may engage." 

** Come, gentle Count," said the Emperor, who 
obviously regarded Bohemond's inhospitable hn- 
mour as something arising mcnre from suspicion thai 
devotion, <' we invite, though it is not our coMtoim, 
our children, our noble guests, and our princq»al 
officers here present, to a general carouse. Fill the 
cups called the Nine Muses! let them be brimful of 
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llie wine which is said to be smcred to the Imperial 
Up«r 

At the EiD|>eror'» command the caps were filled ; 
they were of pure gold, and thore was richly en- 
graved upon each the effigy of the Muse to wiumi 
it was dedicated. 

^ You at least," said the Emperor, ^' my gentle 
Count Robert, you and your lovely lady, will not 
have any scnqile to pledge your Imperial host ?" 

<' If that scruple is to imply suspicion of the pro- 
visions witii which we are here served, I disdain to 
nourish such,'' said Count Robert. '' If it is a sin 
which 1 commit by tasting wine to-night, it is a 
venial one ; nor shi^ I greatly augment my load by 
carrying it, with the rest of my trespasses, to the 
next confessional." 

«< Will yon then. Prince Bohemond, not be ruled 
by the conduct of yonr friend ?" said the fimperor. 

*^ Methinks,'' replied the Norman- Italian, <^my 
friend might have done better to have been ruled 
by mine ; but be it as his wisdom pleases. The 
flavour of such exquisite wine is sufficient for me." 

So saying, he ^nptied the wine into another 
goblet, and seemed alternately to admire the car- 
ving of the cup, and the flavour of what it had 
lately contained. 

** You are right, Sir Bohemond," said the £Sm- 
peror ; " the fabric of that cup is beautiful ; it was 
done by one of the ancient gravers of Greece. The 
boasted cup of Nestor, which Homer has handed 
down to us, was a good deal larger perhaps, but 
neither equalled these in the value of the material^ 
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nor the ezqidnte beauty of the workmanship. Lei 
eadi one, therefore, of my stranger gnests, accept 
of llie cap whidi he eillier has or might have dnmk 
oat of, as a recollection of me ; and may the ex- 
pedition against the infidels be as propitious as tlieir 
confidence and coorage deserre I* 

^* If I accept your gift, nagkty Emperor,** said 
Bohemond, ** it is only to atone for the apparent 
discourtesy, when my derotion compels me to de- 
dine yonr Imperial pledge, and to show you that we 
part on the most intimate terms of friendship.* 

So saying, he bowed deeply to the Emperor, who 
answered him with a smile, into whidi was thrown 
a considerable portion of sarcastic expression. 

^ And I," said the Count of Paris, ^< having taken 
upon my conscience the fiudt of meeting your Im- 
perial pledge, may stand excused from incurring 
the blame of aiding to dismantle your table of these 
curious drinking cups. We empty them to ydur 
health, and we cannot in any other respect profit 
by them." 

<< But Prince Bohemond can," said the Emperor ; 
** to whose quarters they shall be carried, sanction- 
ed by your generous use. And we hare still a set 
for you, and for your lovely Countess, equal to that 
of the Graces, though no longer matching in num- 
ber the nymphs of Parnassus. — The evening bell 
, and calls us to remember the hour of rest, 
ve may be ready to meet the labours of to- 

)W.» 

e party then broke up for the evening. Bohe- 
left the palace that night, not forgetting die 
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Muses, of whom he was not in general a deyotee. 
The result was, as the wily Greek had intended, 
chat he had established between Bohemond and the 
Count, net indeed a quarrel, but a kind of difier- 
ence of opinion ; Bohemond feeling that the fiery 
Count of Paris must think his conduct sordid and 
avaridious, while Count Robert was hx less inclined 
dum before to rely on him as a oounseUor. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

The Goimt of Paris and his lady were that niglit 
lodged in the Imperial Palace of BlacqnemaL Their 
apartments were contignous, but the oommnnication 
between them was cut o£F for the night by the 
mutual door being lodged and barred. They mar- 
velled somewhat at this precaution. The obser- 
vance, however, of the festival of the church, was 
pleaded as an admissible, and not unnatural excuse 
for this extraordinary circumstance. Neither the 
Count nor his lady entertained, it may be believed, 
the slightest personal fear for any thing which could 
happen to them. Their attendants, Mardan and 
Agatha, having assisted their master and mistress 
in the performance of their usual offices, left them, 
in order to seek the places of repose assigned to 
them among persons of their degree. 

The preceding day had been one of excitation, 
and of much bustle and interest ; perhaps, also, the 
wine, sacred to the Imperial lips, of which Count 
Robert had taken a single, indeed, but a deep 
draught, was more potent than the delicate and 
high-flavoured juice of the Crascogne grape,to which 
he was accustomed ; at any rate, it seemed to him 
that, from the time he felt that he had slept, day« 
light ought to have been broad in his chamber whet 
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he avaked, and yet it was still darkness almost 
palfiable. Somewhat surprise^^ he gaoed eagerly 
aromid, but oonld discern nothing, except two balls 
of red light wfaidi shone from among ike darkness 
with a sdf-emitted brilliancy, like the eyes of a 
wild animal while it glares upon its prey. The 
Count started from bed to put on his armour, a 
necessary precaution if what he saw should really 
be a wild creature md at liberty ; but the instant 
he stirred, a de^ g^wl was uttered, such as the 
Count had never heard, but which mi^t be com- 
pared to the sound of a thousand monsters at once ; 
and, as the symphony, was heard the dash of iron 
chains^ and the springing of a monstrous creature 
towards the bedside, which a|^>eared, however, to 
be withheld by some hstemag from attaining the 
end of its bound. The roars which it uttered now 
ran thick on each other. They were most tremen- 
dous, and must have been heard throughout the 
whole palace. The creature seemed to gather it- 
sdf many yards nearer to the bed than by its glaring 
eyeballs it appeared at first to be stationed, and 
how much nearer, or what degree of motion, might 
place him within the monster's reach, the Count 
was totally uncertain. Its breathing was even 
heard,^ and Count Robert thought he felt the heat 
of its respiration, while his defenceless limbs might 
not be two yards distant from the fangs which he 
heard grinding against each other, and the daws 
whidi tore up fragments of wood from the oak^i 
Boor. The Count of Paris was one of the bravest 
men who lived in a time when bravery was the 
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universal property of all who dumed a drop of 
noble blood, and the knight was a descendant of 
Charlemagne. He was, howeyer, a man, and there- 
fore cannot be said to have endured unappalled a 
sense of danger so unexpected and so extraordinary. 
But his was not a sudden alarm or panic, it was a 
cahn sense of extreme peril, qualified by a resolu- 
tion to exert his faculties to the uttermost, to save 
his life if it were possible. He withdrew himsdf 
within the bed, no longer a place of rest, being thus 
a few feet further from the two glaring eyebaUs 
which remained so closely fixed upon him, that, in 
spite of his courage, nature painfully suggested die 
bitter imagination of his limbs being mangled, torn, 
and churned with their life-blood, in the jaws of 
some monstrous beast of prey. One saving thought 
alone presented itself — this might be a trial, an ex- 
periment of the philosopher Agelastes, or of die 
Emperor his master, for the purpose of proving the 
courage of whidi the Christians vaunted so hi^y, 
and punishing the thoughtless insult whidi the 
Count had been unadvised enough to put upon the 
Emperor the preceding day. 

'< Well is it said,** he reflected in his agony, 
** beard not the lion in his den I Perhaps er^n now 
some base slave deliberates whether I have yet 
tasted enough of the preliminary agonies of deadi, 
and whether he shall yet slip the chain whidi keeps 
the savage from doing his work. But come deaUi 
when it will, it shall never be said that Count R<^ 
bert was heard to receive it with prayers for com- 
passion, or with cries of pain or terror.** He 
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tomed his face to the wall, and waited> with a^ttrong 
mental exertion, the death whidi he conoeived to be 
iaat approaching. 

His first feelings had been unavoidably of a self- 
ish nature. The danger was too instant, and of a de- 
scription too horrible, to admit of any which invol- 
ved a more comprehensive view of his calamity ; 
and other reflections of a more distant kind, were at 
first swallowed up in the all-engrossing thought of 
immediate death. But as his ideas became clearer, 
the safety of his Countess rushed upon his mind — 
what might she now be suffering I and, while he 
was subjec^d to a trial so extraordinary, for what 
were her weaker firame and female courage reser- 
ved ? Was she still within a few yards of him, as 
when he lay down the last night ? or had the bar- 
barians, who had devised for him a scene so cruel, 
availed themselves of his and his lady's incautious 
confidence, to inflict upon her some villany of the 
same kind, or even yet more perfidious ? Did she 
sleep or wake, or could she sleep within the close 
hearing of that horrible cry, which shook all around? 
He resolved to utter her name, warning her, if 
possible, to be upon her guard, and to answer with- 
out venturing rashly into the apartment which 
contained a guest so horribly perilous. 

Be uttered, therefore^ his wife's name, but in 
trembling accents, as if he had been afiraid of the 
iavage beast overhearing him. 

** Brenhilda I Brenhilda I — ^there is dangers- 
awake, and speak to me, but do not arise.'' There 
was no answer. — *^ What am I become," he said to 
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himtelf, ^ that I call upon Breahilda of Aapra- 
nonte» like a child on its sleeping nurse, and all 
becaose there is a wild- cat in die same room with 
me ? Shame on thee, Connt of Paris ! Let thy 
arms be rent, and thy spurs be hacked firom ^y 
heels ' — What ho l^ he cried aloud, but still with a 
tremulous Yoice, ^ Brenhilda, we are beset, the foe 
are upon us I — Answer me, but stir not." 

A deep growl from the monster which ganiaon- 
ed his apartmmt was the only answer. The sonnd 
seemed to say, ^ Thou hast no hope !" and it ran 
to the knighl^s bosom as the genuine expression cf 
despair. 

^ Perhaps, however, I imi still too cold in ma- 
king my misery known. What ho ! my love I 
Brenhilda!'' 

A voice, hollow and disconsolate as that which 
might have served an inhabitant of the grave^ 
answered as if from a distance. " What disconr 
solale wretch art thou, who expectest that the 
living can answer thee firom the habitations of the 
dead?" 

'M am a Chrislaan man, a firee noble of the long- 
dom of France^* answered the Count. ^ Yester- 
day the ci4;>tain of five hundred men, the bravest 
in France— the bravest, that is, who breathe mortal 
air — and I am here without a glimpse of light, 
'^e how to avoid the comer in whidi lie* 
r-cat, prompt to spring upon and to de- 

irtan example," replied the voice, ''and 
ig be the laaW of the changes of fortane^ 
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i, who am now snfFering in my third year, was that 
mighty Ursel, who rivaUed Alexius Gomnenus for 
the crown of Greece, was betrayed by my eonfede- 
rates, and being depriyed of that eyesight which is 
the chief blessing of hnmanity, I mhabit these 
▼anhs, no distant neighbour of the wild animals by 
whom they are sometimes occupied, and whose cries 
of joy I hear when unfortunate rictims like thyself 
are deHvered up to their fury." 

^ Didst ^ou not then hear," said Count Robert, 
VA return, << a warlike guest and his bride conduct- 
ed hither last night, with sounds as it might seem 
of bridal music ?^-0, Brenhilda! hast thou, so 
young — 60 beauliful-«^been so treacherously done 
to death by means so unutterably horrible !" 

^ Think not," answered UrseC as the yoice had 
eafied its owner, ^* tiiat the Greeks pamper their 
wild beasts on such lordly fore. For thdr enemies, 
which term includes not only all that are really such, 
but all those whom they fear or hate, they hare 
dungeens whose locks never revolve ; hot instru- 
ments of steel, to sear the eyeballs in the head ; 
lions and tigers^ when it pleases them to make a 
speedy eod of their captives-^but these are only £»r 
the male prisoners. While £3r the women — ^if they 
be young and beautiful, the princes of the land have 
pkees in their bed and bower ; nor are they em- 
l^yed, like tibe captives of Agamemnon's host, to 
draw water from an Argive springy, but are admired 
and adored by those whom fate has made the lords 
of theff destiny." 

'< Such diall never be the doom of Brenhilda I'* 
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exdaimed Count Robert ; ** her husband still lives to 
assist her, and should he die, she knows well how 
to follow him without leaving a blot in the epitaph 
of either." 

The captive did not immediately reply, and a 
short pause ensued, which was broken by Ursel's 
voice. ** Stranger," he said, << what noise b that 
Ihear?" 
** Nay, I hear nothing," said Count Robert. 
<< But I do," said UrseL ** The cruel depriva- 
tion of my eyesight renders my other senses more 
acute." 

<< Disquiet not thyself about the matter, fellow- 
prisoner," answered the Count, ** but wait the event 
in silence." 

Suddenly a Ught arose in tiie apartment, luridt 
red, and smoky. The knight had bethought him 
of a flint and match whidi he usually carried about 
him, and with as little noise as possible had lighted 
the torch by the bedside ; this he instantiy applied 
curtains of the bed, which being of thin 
were in a moment in flames. The knight 
, at the same instant, from his bed. The 
[>r such it was, terrified at the flame, leaped 
rds as far as his chain would permit, heed- 
any tiling save tins new object of terror, 
ilobert upon tills seiied on a massive wooden 
hich was the only offensive weapon on which 
d lay his hand, and, marking at those eyes 
now reflected the blaze of fire, and which 
gently seemed so appaUing, he discharged 
them this fragment of ponderous oak, with 
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a force which less resembled human strength than 
the impetus with which an engine hurls a stone. 
He had employed his instant of time so well, and 
his aim was so true, that the missile went right to 
the mark and with incredible force. The skull of 
the tiger, which might be, perhaps, somewhat ex- 
aggerated if described as being of the yery largest 
size, was fractured by the blow, and with the as- 
sistance of his dagger, whidi had fortunately been 
left with him, the Frendi Count despatched the 
monster, and had the satisfaction to see him grin 
his last, and roll, in the agony of death, those eyes 
which were lately so formidable. 

Looking around him, he discovered, by the light 
of the fire which he had raised, that the apartment 
in which he now lay was different from that in which 
he had gone to bed overnight ; not could there be 
a stronger contrast between the furniture of both, 
than the flickering half-burnt remains of the thin 
muslin curtains, and the strong, bare, dungeon- 
loolang walls of the room itself, or the very ser- 
viceable wooden stool, of which he had made such 
good use. 

The knight had no leisure to form conclusions 
upon such a subject. He hastily extinguished the 
fire, which had, indeed, nothing that it could lay 
hold of, and proceeded, by the light of the flam- 
beau, to examine the apartment, and its means of 
. entrance. It is scarce necessary to say, that he saw 
no eommunication with the room of Brenhilda, 
which convinced liim that they had been separated 
the evening before under pretence of devotional 
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•cmplety in ordor to aeoomplidi some most villaiw 
ous design npoR one or both of them. His own 
part of the night's adrtalbart we have already seen, 
and success so far, over so fbrmidiMe a danger, 
gave him a trembling hope that Brenhilda, hj her 
own worth and valour, would be aUe to defend 
herself against aU attadcs of fraud or fore^, until 
he could find his wny to her rescue. ^ I should 
have paid vMnre regard," he said, << to Bohemond's 
caution last night, who, I think, intimated to me as 
plainly as if he had spoke it in direct terms, that 
that same cup of wine was a drugged potion. But 
then, fie upon him for tat avaricious hound ! how 
was it possible I should think he suspected any 
such thing, when he spoke not out like a man, but, 
for sheer c(4dness of heart, or base self-interest, 
sufRered me to run the risk of being poisoned by 
the wily despot ?** 

Here he heard a voice from the same quarter as 
before. " Ho, there ! Ho, stranger ! Do you live, 
or have you been murdered ? What means this 
stifling smell <^ smoke ? For God's sake, answer 
him who can receive no information from eyes 
dk>6ed, alas, for ever !" 

*< I am at liberty," said the Count, << and the 
monster destined to devour me has groaned its 
last. I would, my friend Ursel, since such is diy 
name, thou hadst the advantage of thine eyes, to 
have borne witness to yonder combat ; it had been 
worth thy while, though thou shouldst have lost 
them a minute afterwards, and it would have greatly 
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advantage whoey^ shall hare the task of compi- 
ling my history." 

While be^ gave a thought to iJiat yanity which 
strongly ruled him, he lost no time in seeking some 
mode of esci^e from the dungeon, for by that 
means only might he hope to record his €k>untes8. 
At last he found an entrance in the wall, but it was 
strongly locked and bolted. <* I hare found the 
passage,'' he called out; << and its direction is the 
same in which thy voice is heard — But how shall I 
undo the door?" 

<< 111 teadi thee that secret," said Ursel. <' I 
would I could as ea«ly unlock each bolt that with- 
holds us from the open air ; but, as for thy seclusion 
within the dungeon, heave up the door by main 
strengUi, and thou shalt lift the locks to a place 
wh^e, pushing then the doiMr from thee, the fast- 
enings will find a grooved passage in the wall, and 
the door itself will open. Would that I could in- 
deed see thee, not only because, being a gallant 
man, thou must be a goodly sight, but also because 
I should thereby know that I was not cavemed in 
darkness for ever." 

While he spoke thus, the Count made a bundle 
of his armour, from which he missed nothing ex- 
cept his sword, Trandiefer, and then proceeded to 
try what efforts he could make, according to the 
blind man's instructions, to open the door of his 
pnson-house. Pushing in a direct line was, he 
soon found, att^ided with no effect ; but when he 
applied his gigantic strength, and raised the door 
as high as it would go, he had the satistaction to 
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find that the boltg yielded, thongh relactaptly. A 
•paee had been cut so as to allow them to move 
out of the socket mto which they had been forced; 
and without the turn of a key, but by a powerful 
thrust forwards, a small passage was left open. 
The knight entered, bearing his armour in his 
hand. 

<< I hear -thee," said Ursel, ^^ O stranger ! and 
am aware thou art come into my place of captivity. 
For three years have I been employed in cutting 
these grooves, corresponding to ike sockets which 
hold these iron bolts, and preserving the knowledge 
of the secret from the prison-keepers. Twenty 
such bolts, perhaps, must be sawn through, ere my 
steps shall approach the upper air. What prospect 
is there that I shall have strei^th of mind sufficient 
to continue the task? Yet, credit me, noble 
stranger, I rejoice in having been thus fsar aiding 
to thy deliverance ; for if Heaven blesses not, in 
any farther degree, our aspirations after freedom, 
we may still be a comfort to each other, wbile 
tyranny permits our mutual life." 

Count Robert looked around, and shuddered that 
a human being should talk of any thing approaching 
to comfort, connected with his residence in what 
seemed a living tomb. UrseFs dungeon was not 
above twelve feet square, vaulted in the roof, and 
strongly built in the walls by stones which the 
chisel had morticed closely together. A bed, a 
coarse footstool, like that which Robert had just 
launched at the head of the tiger, and a table of 
equaQy massive materials, were its only articles of 
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famitare. On a long stone, above the bed, were 
these few, but terrible words : — *^ Zedekias Ursei, 
imprisoned here on the Ides of March, a. d. ■ 
Died and interred on the spot" — A blank was left 
for filling up the period. The figure of the captive 
could hardly be discerned amid the wildness of his 
dress and dishabille. The hair of his head, uncut 
and uncombed, descended in elf-locks, and mingled 
with a beard of extravagant length. 

" Look on me, " said the ci^tive, " and rejoice 
that thou canst yet see the wretched condition to 
which iron-hearted tyranny can reduce a fellow- 
creature, both in mortal existence and in future 
hope.** 

" Was it thou," said Count Robert, whose blood 
ran cold in his veins, '< that hadst the heart to spend 
thy time in sawing through the blocks of stone by 
which these bolts are secured ?" 

<< Alas!" said Ursel, ^< what could a blind man 
do? Busy I must be, if I would preserve my senses^ 
Great as the labour was, it was to me the task of 
three years ; nor can you wonder that I should 
have devoted to it my whole time, when I had no 
other means of occupying it. Perhaps, and most 
likely, my dungeon does not admit the distinction 
of day and night ; but a distant cathedral clock told 
me how hour after hour fied away, and found me 
expending them in rubbing one stone ag^ainst an- 
other. But when the door gave way, I found I had 
only cut an access into a prison more strong than 
that which held me. I rejoice, nevertheless, since 
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it has brought m tog^er, given thee an entauiee 
to my dungeon, and nae a eompanion in my misery.'' 

^ Think better than diat,* said Connt Rob^ 
** think of liberty — think of revenge! I eannot 
believe sndi unjoat treachery will end saooeasfuny, 
else needs must I say, the heavens are less jt^ 
than priests tell us of. How art dHm supi^ied with 
food in this dungeon <^ thine ?* 

*^ A warder," sMd Uisel, <^ and who, I thiidc, 
understands not the Chreek language — at least he 
never either answers or addresses me-— MBg^ a 
loaf and a pitcher of water, eno^h to siq^ly my 
miserable life till two days are past. I miut, 
therefore, pray that you will retire for a space into 
the next prison, so that the warder may have no 
means of knowing that we can hold correspoadence 



<M see not," said Count Robert, ^ by what 
access the barbarian, if he is one, can «iter my 
dungeon without passing through yours ; but no 
matter, I will retire into the iimer or out^ room, 
whichever it hi^pens to be, and be thou then well 
aware that the warder will have some one to 
grapple with ere he leaves his prison-work to-day 
Meanwhile, think thysdf dumb as thou art blind, 
and be assured that the offer of freedom itself would 
not induce me to desert the cause of a con^anion 
in adversity." 

^' Alas," said the old noan, " I listen to thy 
promises as I should to those of the momii^ gale, 
which tells me that the sun i& about to rise, al- 
though I know that I at least shall never beheld 
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it. Thoa art one of those wild and undespairin^ 
knights, whom for so many years the west of Eu« 
rope hath sent forth to attempt impossibilities, and 
from thee, therefore, I can only hope for such a 
fabric of relief as an idle boy would blow out of 
•oap bubUet." 

<< Think better of us, old man,** said Count Ro- 
bert, retiring ; '* at least let me die with my blood 
warm, and beliering it possible for me to be once 
UKire united to my belored Brenhilda." 

So saying, he retired into his own cell, and re- 
placed the door, so that the operations of Ursel, 
which indeed were only sudi as three years soli- 
tude could have achiered, should escape observation 
when again visited by the warder. << It is ill luck,* 
said he, when once more within his own pnson^- 
fcNT that in which the tiger had been secured, he 
instinctivdy concluded to be destined for him-* 
*Mt is ill luck that I had not found a young and 
able fellow-captive, instead of one decrepit by im- 
prisonment, blind, and broken down past exertion. 
But God's will be done ! I will not leave behind 
me the poor wretch whom I have found in such a 
condition, though he is perfectly unable to assist 
me in accomplishing my escape, and is rather more 
likely to retard it. Meantime, before we put out 
the torch, let us see, if, by close examination, we 
can discover any door in the wall save that to the 
blind man's dungeon. If not, I much suspect that 
my descent has been made through the roof. That 
oip of wine— that Muse, as they called it, had a 
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taste more like medicine than merry compamon^ 
pledge.** 

He began accordingly a strict survey of the walls, 
which he resolved to conclude by extinguishing the 
torch, that he might take the person who should 
enter his dung^n darkling and by surprise. For 
a similar reason, he dragged into the darkest comer 
the carcass of the tiger, and covered it with the 
remains of the bed-dothet, swearing at the same 
time, that a half tiger should be his crest in future, 
if he had the fortune, which his bold heart would 
not suffer him to doubt, of getting through the 
present danger. " But," he added, " if these ne- 
cromantic vassals of hell shall raise the devil upon 
me, what shall I do then ? And so great is the 
chance, that methinksl would fain dispense widi 
extinguishing the flambeau. Yet it is childish for 
one dubbed in the chapel of Our Lady of the Broken 
Lances, to make much difference between a light 
room and a dark one. Let them come, as many 
fiends as the cell can hold, and we shall see if wo 
receive them not as becomes a Christian knight; 
and surely. Our Lady, to whom I was ever a true 
votary, will hold it an acceptable sacrifice that I 
tore myself from my Brenhilda, even for a single 
moment, in honour of her advent, and thus led the 
way for our woful separation. Fiends ! I defy ye 
in the body as in the spirit, and I retain the remains 
of this flambeau until some more convenient oppor- 
tunity." He dashed it against the wall as he spoke» 
9nd then quietly sat down in a comer, to watch 
what should next happen. 
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Thongbt af);er thought chased each other through 
his mind. His confidence in his wife's fidelity, and 
his trust in her i^ncommon strength and activity, 
were the greatest comforts which he had ; nor could 
her danger present itself to him in any shape so 
terrible, but that he found consolation in these re- 
flections : ^* She is pure," he said, << as the dew of 
faeayen, and heaven will not abandon its own." 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

fltranga spe of man ! wbo lofttbes tiiee while he aooroa thee; 

Half a rtproaeb to ut and half a Jest. 

What fancies can be ours ere we hare pleasure 

In Tiewing oar own form» our pride and passions. 

Reflected in a shape grotesque as thine ! 

Antmifmoiu* 

Count Robert of Paris having ensconced him- 
self behind the mins of the bed, so that he oonld 
not well be observed, unless a strong light was at 
once flung upon the place of his retreat, waited 
with anxiety how and in what manner the ward^ 
of the dungeon, enlarged with the task of bringing 
food to the prisoners, should make himself visible; 
nor was it long ere symptoms of his approach be- 
gan to be heard and observed. 

A light was partially seen, as from a trap-door 
opening in the roof, and a voice was heard to utter 
these words in Anglo-Saxon, ^ Leap, sirrah ; come, 
no delay; leap, my good Sylvan, show your ho- 
nour's activity." A strange chuckling hoarse voice, 
in a language totally unintelligible to Count Robert, 
was heard to respond, as if disputing the orders 
which were received. 

" What, sir," sfdd his companion, " you must 
contest the point, must you ? Nay, if thou art so 
lazy, I must give your honour a ladder, and perhapi 
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a kick (0 hasten your joomey." Something then, 
of yerj great size, in the form of a human being, 
jumped down from the trap-door, though the height 
might ,be abore fourteen feet. This figure was 
gigantie, being upwards of seven feet high. In its 
left hand it hdd a torch, and in its right a skein of 
fine silk, which unwinding itself as it descended, 
rmoaained unbroken, though it was easy to oonoeive 
it eonld not hare afibrded a creature so large any 
support in his descent from the roof. He alighted 
with perfect safety and actirity upon his feet, and, 
as if rebounding frxnn the floor, he sprung upwards 
again^ so as almost to touch the roof. In this last 
gumbaod the torch which he bore was extinguished; 
but this extraordinary warder iM^iirled it round his 
bead with infinite T^odty, sO that it again ignited 
The bearer, who i^peared to intend the accom- 
{disfament of this object, endearoured to satisfy 
himself that it was really attained, by approadiing, 
as if cautiously, its lefit hand to the fiame of the 
torchk This practical expmment seemed attended 
with consequences which the creature had not ex- 
pected, for it howled with pain, shaking the burnt 
hand, and chattering as if bemoaning itself. 

^Take heed there, Sylranus!" said the same 
Toioe in Anglo-Saxon, and in a tone of rebuke. 
<' Ho, there I mind thy duty, SylTtfn ! Carry food 
to the blind man, Imd stand not there to play thy- 
self, lest I trust thee not agam alone on such an 
errand!" 

The creature>-*»f<Nr it would hare been rash to 
have termed it a man*-tu]ming its eye upwaids to 
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the place from whence the roice caiue> answ^ed 
with a dreadful grin and shaking of its fist, yci 
presently began to undo a parcel^ and rummage 'n 
the pockets of a sort of jerldn and pantaloons which 
it wore, seeking, it appeared, a bunch of keys, 
which at length it produced, while it to<^ from the 
pocket a loaf of bread. Heating the stone of the 
wall, it affixed the torch to it by a piece of wax, 
and then cautiously looked out for the entrance to 
the old man's dungeon, which it opened with a key 
selected from the bimch. Within the passage it 
seemed to look for and discover the handle of a 
pump, at which it filled a pitcher that it bore, and 
bringing back the fragments of the former loaf, and 
remains of the pitcher of water, it eat a little, as if 
it were in sport, and' very soon making a fiightfid 
grimace, flung the fragments away. The Count of 
Paris, in the meanwhile, watched anxiously the 
proceedings of this unknown animal. His first 
thought was, that the creature, whose limbs were 
so .much larger than humanity, whose grimaees 
were so frightful, and whose activity seemed super- 
natural, could be no other than the Devil himsdf, 
or some of his imps, whose situation and office in 
those gloomy regions seemed by no means hard to 
conjecture. The human voice, however, which he 
had heard, was less that of a necromancer conjuring 
a fiend than that of a person giving commands to a 
wild animal, over whom he had, by training, ob- 
tained a great superiority. 

<< A shame on it,'' said the Count, << if I suffer 
a common jackanapes, — ^for such I take this devil- 
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seeming beast to be, although twice as large as any 
of its fellows whom I have ever seen, — to throw 
an obstacle in the way of my obtaining daylight 
and freedom ! Let ns bat watch, and the chance 
is that we make that furry gentleman our guide to 
the upper regions.** 

Meantime the creature, which rummaged about 
everywhere, at length discovered the body of the 
tiger, — ^touched it, stirred it, with many strange 
motions, and seemed to lament and wonder at its 
death. At once it seemed struck with the idea 
that some one must have slain it, and Count Robert 
bad the mortification to see it once more select the 
key, and spring towards the door of Ursel's prison 
with such alacrity, that had its intention been to 
strangle him, it would have accomplished its pur- 
pose before the interference of Count Robert could 
have prevented its revenge taking place. Appa- 
rently, however, it reflected, that for reasons which 
seemed satisfactory, the death of the tiger could 
not be caused by the unfortunate Ursel, but had 
been accomplished by some one concealed within 
the outer prison. 

Slowly grumbling, therefore, and chattering to 
itself, and peeping anxiously into every comer, the 
tremendous creature, so like, yet so very unlike to 
the human form, came stealing along the walls, 
moving whatever he thought could seclude a man 
from his observation. Its extended legs and arms 
were protruded forward with great strides, and its 
sharp eyes, on the watch to discover the object of 
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itg gearcliy kept prying^ with the assistatiGe of the 
torch, into every comer. 

Ck^nsidering the yidnity of Alexins's collectioii 
of animals, the reader, by dus time, can have little 
doabt that the creature in qnestion, whose appear- 
ance seemed to the Count of Paris so very pro- 
blematical, was A specimen of that gigantic species 
of ape — if it is not indeed some animal more nearly 
allied to ourselt^s — to which, I belieye, naturalists 
hare g^ren the name of the Onrang Outang. This 
creature differs from the rest of its fraternity, in 
being comparatively more docile and servioeable : 
and though possessing the power of imitation which 
is common to the whole race, yet maldng use of it 
less in mere mockery, than in the desire of unprore- 
ment and instruction perfectly unknown to his 
brethren* The aptitude which it possesses of ac- 
quiring information, is surprisingly great, and pro- 
bably, if placed in a fi^vourable situation, it might 
admit of being domesticated in a considerable de- 
gree ; but such advantages the ardour of sciendfie 
curiosity has never afforded this creature. The 
last we have heard of was seen, we believe, in the 
Island of Sumatra — it was of great size and strength, 
and upwards of seven feet high. It died defending 
desperately its innocent life against a party of Eu- 
ropeans, who, we cannot help thinking, might have 
better employed the superiority which their know- 
ledge gave them over Uie poor native of the forest 
It was probably this creature, seldom semi, but 
when once seen never forgotten, which occasioned 
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die andimt belief in tke god Pan, with big sylrans 
and satyrs. Nay, but for the gift of speech, which 
we cannot si^^pose any of the £unily to have at- 
tained, we should have believed the satyr seen by 
St Anthony in the desert to have belonged to this 
tribe. 

We can, therefore, the more easily credit the 
annals which attest that the collection of natural 
history belonging to Alexius Comnenus, jHreserved 
an animal of this kind, which had been domesticated 
and reclaimed to a surprising extent, and showed a 
degree of intelligence never perhaps to be attabed 
in any other case. These exphmations being pre^ 
mised, we return to the thread of our story. 

The animal advanced with long noiseless steps ; 
its shadow on the wall, when it held the torch so 
as to make it visible to the Frank, forming another 
fiend-resembling mimicry of its own large figure 
and extravagant-looking members. Count Robert 
remained in his lurking-hole, in no hurry to begin 
a strife, of which it was impossible to foretell the 
end. In the meantime, the man of the woods came 
nigh, and every step by which he approached, 
caused the Count's heart to vibrate almost audibly, 
at the idea of meeting danger of a nature so strange 
and new. At length the creature approached the 
bed — ^his hideous eyes were fixed on those of the 
Count ; and, as much surprised at seeing him as 
Robert was at the meeting, he skipped about fifteen 
paces backwards at one spring, with a cry of in- 
stinctive terror, and then advanced on tiptoe, hold- 
ing his torch as far forward as he could, between 
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him and the object of his fears, as if to examine him 
at the safest possible distance. Coni^t Robert cangbt 
np a fragment of the bedstead, larg^ enough to form 
a sort of dub, with which he menaced the natire of 
the wilds. 

Apparently this poor creature's education, like 
education of most kinds, had not been acquired . 
without blows, of which the recollection was as 
fresh as that of the lessons which they enforced. 
Sir Robert of Paris was a man at once to discorer 
and to arail himself of the adrantage obtained by 
finding that he possessed a degree of ascendency 
over his enemy, which he had not suspected. He 
erected his warlike figure, assimied a step as if tri- 
umphant in the lists, and advanced threatening his 
enemy with his club, as he would have menaced his 
antagonist with the redoubtable Tranchefer. The 
man of the woods, on the other hand, obviously 
gave way, and converted his cautious advance into 
a retreat no less cautious. Yet apparently the crea- 
ture had not renounced some plan of resistance ; he 
diattered in an ang^ and hostile tone, held out his 
tx)rch in opposition, and seemed about to strike the 
crusader with it. Count Robert, however, deter- 
mined to take his opponent at advantage, while his 
fears influenced him, and for this purpose resolved, 
if possible, to deprive him of his natural superiority 
in strength and agility, which his singular fi»rm 
showed he could not but possess over the human 
species. A master of his weapon, therefi»re, the 
Count menaced his savage antagonist with a stroke 
on the right side of his head, but suddenly averting 
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the blow, struck bim with bis wbole force on the 
left temple, and in an instant was kneeling above 
him, when, drawing bis dagger, be was about to 
deprive bim of life. 

The Ourang Outang, ignorant of the nature of 
this new weapon with which be was threatened, 
attempted at one and the same moment, to rise 
from tlfe ground, overthrow bis antagonist, and 
wrench the dagger from his grasp. In the first at- 
tempt, he would probably have succeeded ; and as 
it was, be gained his knees, and seemed likely to 
prevail in the struggle, when be became sensible 
that the knight, drawing his poniard sharply 
through bis grasp, bad cut his paw severely, and 
seeing him aim the trenchant weapon at his throat, 
became probably aware that bis enemy had bis life 
at command. He suffered himself to be borne 
backwards without further resistance, with a deep 
wailing and melancholy cry, having in it something 
human, which excited compassion. He covered his 
eyes with the unwounded hand, as if he would 
have hid from his own sight the death which seemed 
approaching bim. 

Count Robert, notwithstanding bis military 
frenzy, was, in ordinary matters, a calm-tempered 
and mild man, and particularly benevolent to the 
lower classes of creation. The thought rushed 
through his mind, ** Why take from this unfortu- 
nate monster the breath which is in its nostrils, 
after which it cannot know another existence ? And 
then, may it not be some prince or knight changed 
to this grotesque shape, that it may help to guard 



,y Google 



334 COUNT ROBERT OF PARIS. 

tkeae vaulto, and the wonderfol adrentures thai 
attadi to them ? Should I not, then, be guilty of a 
orinie by daying him, when he has rendered jim- 
self, rescne or no rescue, which he has done as com- 
pletely as his transformed figure permits ; and if he 
be a^hially a bestial creature, may he not have 
some touch of gratitude ? I have heard the min- 
strels sing the lay of Androeles and the Lion. I 
will be on my guard with him." 

So saying, he rose from abore the man of the 
woods, and permitted him also to arise. The crea- 
ture seemed sensible of the clemency, for he mut- 
tered in a low and supplicating tone, whic^ seemed 
at once te cra^e for merey, and to return thanks for 
what he had already experienced. He wept too, 
as he saw the blood dropping from his wound, and 
with an anxious countenance, which had more of the 
human now that it was composed into an expression 
of pain and melancholy, seemed to await in terror 
the doom of a being more powerful than hims^. 

•The pocket which the knight wore under his 
armour, capable of containing but few things, had, 
however, some vnlnerary balsam, for which its 
owner had often occasion, a little lint, and a small 
roll of linen ; these the knight took out, and mo- 
tioned to the animal to hold forth his wounded hand. 
The man of the woods obeyed with hesitation and 
reluctance, and Count Robert applied the balsam 
and the dressings, acquainting his patient, at the 
same time, in a severe tone of voice, that periiaps 
ne did wrong in putting to his use a balsam com- 
pounded for the service of the noblest knights - but 
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that, if lie saw the least sign of bis maklog an un- 
grateful use of the benefit he had conferred, he 
would bnry the dagger, of which he had Mt the 
efficacy, to the very handle, in his body. 

The Sylvan looked fixedly upon Count Robert, 
almost as if he understood the language used to him, 
and, making one of its native murmurs, it stooped 
to the earth, kissed the feet of the knight, and, 
embracing his knees, seemed to swear to him eter- 
nal gratitude and fidelity. Accordingly, when the 
Count retired to the bed and assamed his armour, 
to await the re* opening of the trap«doer, the ani* 
mal sat down by his side, directing its eyes in the 
line with his, and seemed quietly to wait till the 
door should open. 

After waiting about an hour, a slight noise was 
heard in the upper chamber, and the wild man 
plucked the Frank by the cloak, as if to call his 
attention to what was about to happen. The same 
voice which had before spoken, was, afker a whistle 
or two, heard to call, " Sylvan, Sylvan I where 
loiterest thou ? Come instantly, or, by the rood, 
thou shalt abye thy sloth 1 " 

The poor monster, as Trinculo might have called 
him, seemed perfectly aware of the meaning of this 
threat, and showed his sense of it by pressing dose 
to the side of Count Robert, making at the same 
time a kind of whining, entreating, it would seem, 
the knight's protection. Forgetting the gre&t im- 
probability there was, even in his own opinion, that 
the creature could understand him, Count Robert 
eaid, ** Why, my friend, thou hast already learned 
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the principal conrt prayer of this country, by which 
men entreat permiasion to speak and live. Fear 
nothing, poor creature — I am thy protector.*' 

** Sylyanl what, hoi" said the yoice again; 
<< whom hast thou g^t for a companion ? — some of 
the fiends, or ghosts of murdered men, who they 
say are frequent in these dungeons ? or dost thou 
converse with the old blind rebel Grecian ?— or, 
finally, is it true that men say of thee, that thoa 
canst talk intelligibly when thou wih, and only gib- 
berest and chatterestfor fear thou art sent to work ? 
Come, thou lazy rascal I thou shalt have the advan- 
tage of the ladder to ascend by, though thou needst 
it no more than a daw to ascend the steeple of the 
Cathedral of St Sophia.* Come along then," be 
said, putting a ladder down the trap-door, << and 
put me not to the trouble of descending to fetch 
thee, else, by St Swithin, it shall be the worse for 
thee. Come along, therefore, like a good fellow, 
and for once I shall spare the whip." 

The animal, apparently, was moved by this rhe- 
toric, for, with a doleful look, which Count Robert 
saw by means of the nearly extinguished torch, he 
seemed to bid him farewell, and to creep away to- 
wards the ladder with the same excellent good-will 
wherewith a condemned criminal performs the like 
evolution. But no sooner did the Count look angry, 
and shake the formidable dagger, than the intelli- 
gent animal seemed at once to take his resolution, 
and clenching his hands firmly together in the h* 

* Now the cbief mosque of the Ottoman capital* 
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sbioB of one who has made np Mb mind, fae retamed 
from the ladder's footy aad drew up behind Comit 
Roberty— with the air, howerer, of a deserter, who 
feels himself but little at home when called into the 
field against hb ancient commander. 

In a sheft time the warder^s patience was ex- 
hanstedi and despadring of the Sjlran's yolnntary 
retumy he resolred to descend in qnest of him. 
Down the ladder he camey a bundle of ke js in one 
band, the other assisting his descent, and a sort of 
dark lantern^ whose bottom was so fashioned that 
he coold wear it upon his head like a hat. He had 
•carce stept on the door, when he was snrroanded 
by the nervous arms of the Coimt of Paris. At first 
the warder's idea was, that he was seized by the 
recusant Sylvan. 

« How now, villain I " he said ; '< let me go, or 
thou shalt die the death." 

" Thou diest thyself," SMd the Count, who, be- 
tween the surprise and his own skill in wrestling, 
felt fully his advantage in the struggle. 

<< Treason I treason I ** cried the warder, hearing 
by the voice that a stranger had mingled in the 
contest; ** help, 1h>I above there I help, Hereward 
•—Varangian I — Anglo-Saxon, or whatever accur- 
sed name thou callest thyself I" 

While he spoke thus, the irresistiUe grasp of 
Count Robert seized hb throat, and chc^ced his 
utterance. They fell heavily, the jailer undermost, 
upon the floor of the dungeon, and Robert of Parist 
the necessity of whose case excused the actioni 

VOL. XLVI. Y 
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plunged his dagger id the throat of the anfortmiate. 
Just as he did ^o, a noise of armour was heard, and, 
rattling down the ladder, our acquaintance Here- 
ward stood on the floor of the dungeon. The light, 
which had rolled from the head of the warder, con- 
tinued to show him streaming with hlood, and hi 
the death-grasp of a stranger. Hereward hesitated 
not to fly to his assistance, and, seizing upon the 
Count of Paris at the same advantage which that 
knight had gained over his own adversary a mo- 
ment before, held him forcibly down with his face 
to the earth. 

Count Robert was one of the strongest men of 
that military age ; but then so was the Varangian ; 
and save that the latter had obtained a decided ad- 
vantage by having his antagonist beneath him, it 
could not certainly have been conjectured which 
way the combat was to go. 

<< Yield I as your own jargon goes, rescue or no 
rescue,** said the Varangian, <* or die on the point 
of my dagger I " 

« A French Count never yields," answered 
Hobert, who began to conjecture with what sort of 
person he was engaged, ** above all to a vagabond 
slave like thee I ** With this he made an e£Port to 
rise, so sudden, so strong, so powerful, that he had 
almost freed himself from the Varangian's g^rasp, 
had not Hereward, by a violent exertion of his 
great strength, preserved the advantage he had 
gained, and raised .his poniard to end the strife for 
ever ; but a loud chuckling laugh of an unearthly 
sound was at this instant heard. The Varangian's 
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extended arm was seized with vigour, while a rough 
arm embracing his throat, tomed him over on his 
back, and have the French Count an opportunity of 
springing up. 

** Death to thee, wretch I " said the Varangian, 
scarce knowing whom he threatened ; but the man 
of the woods apparently had an nwful recollection 
of the prowess of human beings. He fled, there- 
fore, swiftly up the ladder, and left Here ward and 
his deliverer to fight it out with what success chance 
might determine between them. 

The circumstances seemed to arg^e a desperate 
combat; both were tall, strong, and courageous, both 
had defensive armour, and the fatal and desperate 
poniard was their only offensive weapon. They 
paused facing each other, and examined eagerly into 
their respective means of defence before hazarding 
a blow, which, if it missed, its attaint would cer- 
tainly be fatally requited. During this deadly pause, 
a gleam shone from the trap-door above, as the 
wild and alarmed visage of the man of the woods 
was seen peering down by the light of a newly 
kindled torch which he held as low into the dungeon 
as he well could. 

<< Fight bravely, comrade," said Count Robert of 
Paris, " for we no longer battle in private ; this 
respectable person having chosen to constitute him- 
self judge of the field." 

Hazardous as his situation was, the Varangian, 
looked up, and was so struck with the wild and 
terrified expression which the creature had assu- 
med, and the strife between curiosity and terror which 
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its grotesque featnret exhibited, tb«t he eovld not 
help bursting into a fit of laaghter. 

« Sylran it among thote»" said Hereward, << who 
woold rather hold the candle to a dance so formi- 
dable than join in it hioMelf." 

*< Is there then/' said Count Robert, ** any ab- 
solute necessity that thou and I perfbrm tiiis dance 
at all?" 

** None but our own pleasure," answered Here- 
ward, ** for I suspect there is not between us any 
legitimate cause of quarrel deoOmding to be fought 
out in such a place, and before such a spectator. 
Thou art, if I mistake not, the bold Frank, who 
was yesternight imprisoned in this place with a 
tiger, chained within no distant spring <^ his bed? " 

<< I am," answered the Count. 

<< And where is the animal who was opposed to 
thee?" 

*< He lies yonder," answered the Count, ^ never 
again to be the object of more terror than the deer 
whom he may hare preyed on in his day." He 
pointed to the body of the tigu*, which Hereward 
examined by the light of the dark lantern already 
mentioned. 

^ And this, then, was thy handiwork ? " said the 
wandering Anglo-Saxon. 

<< Sooth to say it was "—-answered the Count, with 
indifference. 

" And thou hast slain my comrade of this strange 
wfUch ? " said the Varangian. 

« Mortally wounded him at the least," said 
Count Robert. 
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** With your patience, I wiU be behold^i to you 
for a moment's trace, while I examine his wound," 
said Hereward. 

*« Assuredly," answered die Count ; " blighted 
be the arm which strikes a ^oul blow at an open 
antagonist !" 

Without demanding further security, the Varan - 
gian quitted his posture of defence and precaution, 
and set himself, by the assistance of the dark lan- 
tern, to examine die wound of the first warder who 
a{^>eared on the fiejd, who seemed, by his Roman 
military dress, to be a soldier of the bands called 
Immortals. He found him in the death-agony^ but 
still aUe to speak. 

** So, Varang^ian, thou art come at last, — and it 
is to thy sloth or treachery that I am to impute my 
£t(e ? — Nay, answer me not I — The stranger struck 
me over the collar-bone — ^had we lived long to- 
gether, or met often, I had done the like by thee, 
to wipe out the memory of certain transactions at 
the Golden Gate.^ — I know the use of the knife too 
well to doubt the efiect of a blow aimed over the 
collar-bone by so strong a hand-^I feel it coming. 
The Immortal, so called, becomes now, if priests 
say true, an immortal indeed, and Sebastes of Myti^ 
iene's bow is broken ere his quiver it half emptied." 
The robber Greek sunk back in Hereward's 
arms, and dosed his life with a groan, which was 
the last sound he uttered. The Varangian laid the 
body at length on the dungeon floor. 

^ This is a perplexed matter"*->he said ; <' I am 
certainly not called upon to put to death a brave 
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man, although my national enemy, because he hath 
killed a miscreant who was privately meditating 
my own murder. Neither is this a place or a 
light by which to fight as becomes the champions 
of two nations. Let that qnarrel be still for the 
present.^ — How say you then, noble sir, if we ad- 
journ the present dispute till we effect your deli- 
verance from the dungeons of the Blacquemal, and 
your restoration to your own friends and followers ? 
If a poor Varangian should be of service to you in 
this matter, would you, when it was settled, refuse 
to meet him in fm fight, with your national wea* 
pons or his own ?* 

<< If," said Count Robert, ^ whether friend or 
enemy, thou wilt extend thy assbtance to my wiff^ 
who is also imprisoned somewhere in this inhospi- 
table palace, be assured, that whatever be ibj rank, 
whatever be thy country, whatever be thy con- 
dition, Robert of Paris wiU, at thy choice, proflRw 
thee his right hand in friendship, or raise it against 
thee in fair and manly battle — a strife not of ha- 
tred, but of honour and esteem; and this I vow 
by the soul of Charlemagne, my ancestor, and by 
the shrine of my patroness, Our Lady of the Broken 
Lances.** 

*^ Enough said,* replied Hereward. '^ I am as 
much bound to the assistance of your Lady Coun- 
tess, being a poor exile, as if I were the first in the 
ranks of chivalry ; for if any thing can make the 
cause of worth and bravery yet more obligatory, 
it must be its being united with that of a '. 
and suffering female.* 
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** I ought/' said Count Robert, ^< to be here si- 
lent, without loading thy generosity with farther 
requests ; yet thou art a man, whom, if fortune has 
not smiled at thy birth, by ordaining thee to be bom 
within the ranks of noblesse and knighthood, yet 
Providence hath done thee more justice by giving 
thee a more gallant heart than is always possessed, 
I fear, by those who are inwoven in the gayest 
wreath of chivalry. There lingers here in these 
dungeons, for I cannot say he lives — a blind old 
man, to whom for three years every thing beyond 
his prison has been a universal blot. His food is 
bread and water, his intercourse limited to the con- 
versation of a sullen warder, and if death can ever 
come as a deliverer, it must be to this dark old 
man. What sayst thou? Shall he, so unutter- 
ably miserable, not profit by perhaps the only op- 
portunity of freedom that may ever occur to him?" 

^ By St Dunstan," answered the Varangian, 
'< thou keepest over truly the oath thou hast taken 
as a redresser of wrongs! Thine own case is well- 
nigh desperate, and thou art willing to make it 
utterly so by uniting with it that of every imhappy 
person whom fate throws in thy way !" 

" The more of human misery we attempt to re- 
lieve,** said Robert of Paris, " the more we shall 
carry with us the blessing of our merciful saints, 
and Our Lady of the Broken Lances, who views 
with so much pain every species of human suffer- 
ing or misfortune, save that which occurs within 
the enclosure of the lists. But come, valiant An- 
glo-Saxon, resolve me on my request as speedily 
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as thou canst. There is somethiBg in thy fiuse of 
candour as well as sense, and it is with no small 
confidence that I desire to see ns set forth in qnest 
of my beloyed Countess* who, when her deliver- 
ance is once achieved, will be a pow«^ aid to as 
in recoTering tha^ of others." 

^ So be it, then," said the Varangian ; ^ we will 
proceed in que^ of the Countess Brenhiida ; and 
if, on recovering her, we find ourselves strong 
enough to procure the freedom of the daric old 
man, ray cowardice, or want of compassion, shaD 
never stop the attempt.** . 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

'Tis strange tbat, in the dark solphareoos raina^ 
Where wild ambition piles its ripening stores 
Of slumbering thander, Loto will interpose 
His tiny torch, and cause the stern explosion 
To burst, when the deviser's least aware. 

About noon of the same day, Agelastes met with 
Achilles Tatius, the commander of the Varangian 
guard, in those ruins of the Egyptian temple in 
which we formerly mentioned Hereward haying had 
an interview with the philosopher. They met, as 
it seemed, in a very different humour. Tatius was 
gloomy, melancholy, and downcast ; while tlie phi- 
losopher maintained the cahn indifference which 
procured for him, and in some sort deserved, the 
title of tlie Elephant. ** Thou blenchest, Achilles 
Tatius," said the philosopher, ** now that thou 
hast frankly opposed thyself to all the dangers 
which stood between thee and greatness. Thou 
art like the idle boy who turned the mill-stream 
upon the machine, and that done, instead of ma- 
king a proper use of it, was terrified at seeing it in 
motion." 

** Thou dost me wrong, Agelastes," answered 
the Acolyte, ^< foul wrong ; I am but like the ma 
riner, who, although determined upon lus voyage^ 
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yet cannot forbear a sorrowing glance at the shore, 
before he parts with it, it may be for ever.** 

^ It may hare been right to think of this, bnt 
pardon me, valiant Tatios, when I tell yon the ac- 
oonnt should hare been made np before ; and the 
g^randson of Alguric the Hun ought to have com- 
puted chances and consequences ere he stretched his 
hand to his master^s diadem/* 

" Hush I for Heaven's sake," said Tatins, looking 
round ; '^ that, thou knowest, is a secret between 
our two selves ; for if Nicephorus, the Gsesar, should 
learn it, where were we and our conspiracy ?" 

** Our bodies on the gibbet, probably," answered 
Agelastes, " and our souls divorced from them, 
and in the way of discovering the secrets which 
thou hast hitherto taken upon trust." 

^ Well," said Achilles, ^ and should not the 
consciousness of the possibility of this fkte render 
us cautious ?" 

^ Cautious men if you will," answered Agelas* 
tes, " but not timid children." 

^ Stone walls can hear," — said the Follower, low- 
ering his voice. ^ Dionysius the tyrant, I have read, 
had an ear which conveyed to him the secrets 
spoken within his state-prison at Syracuse." 

<* And that Ear is still stationary at Syracuse," 
said the philosopher. '* Tell me, my most simple 
friend, art thou afraid it has been transported 
hither in one night, as the Latins believe of Our 
Lady's house of Loretto ?" 

'* No," answered Achilles, ** but in an affair so 
important too much caution cannot be used." 
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« Well, thoa most cautiout of caDdidates for 
empire, and most cold of military leaders, know 
that the Csesar, deeming, I think, that there is no 
chance of the empire falling to any one hut him- 
self, hath taken in his head to consider his succes- 
sion to Alexius as a matter of course, whenever 
the election takes place. In consequence, as mat- 
ters of course are usually nuitters of indifPerence, 
he has left all thoughts of securing his interest 
upon this material occasion to thee and to me, 
while the foolish roluptuary hath himself run mad 
— ^for what think you ? Something between man 
and woman — ^female in her lineaments, her limbs, 
and a part at least of her garments ; but, so help 
me St George, most masculine in the rest of her 
attire, in her propensities, and in her exercises." 

<* The Amazonian wife, thou meanest,** said 
Achilles, ^ of that iron-handed Frank, who dashed 
to pieces last night the golden lion of Solomon 
with a blow of his fist ? By St George, the least 
which can come of such an amour is broken bones.* 

<< That," said Agelastes, ** is not quite so im- 
probable as that Dionysius's Ear shotdd fly hither 
from Syracuse in a single night ; but he is presump- 
tuous in respect of the influence which his sup- 
posed good looks have gained him among the 
Grecian dames." 

** He was too presumptuous, I suppose," said 
Achilles Tatius, ** to make a proper ^owance for 
his situation as Csesar, and the prospect of his be- 
ing Emperor." 

^ Meantime," siud Agelastes, << I hare promised 
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him an bkUarnew with his ^wuiimuite, who may 
perhaps reward his tender epithete of Zoe kai 
ptyehey * by dirorcing hiB amorous soul from las im- 
rivalled person.^ 

«* Meantime," said the Follower, " l^u obtain- 
est, I ocmdode, such orders and warrants as Ihe 
Cnsar can give for the fbrtikoranoe of our plot?" 

** Assuredly," said Agekyrtes, *" it is an opportu- 
nity not to be lost This lore fit, or mad fit, has 
blinded him; and witibout exciting too much at- 
tention to the progress of the plot, we can thus in 
safety conduct matters our own way, without can- 
sing malevolent remarks ; and though I am con« 
scions that, in doing so, I act somewhat at yarianca 
with my age and character, yet die end being 
to convert a worthy Follower into an Imperial 
Leader, I shame me not in procuring that inter- 
view with the lady, of which the Ceesar, as Ihey 
t^rm him, is so desirous. — What progress, mean- 
while, hast thou made with the Varangians, who 
are, in respect of execution, the very arm of our 
design ?" 

'< Scarce so good as I could wish," said Adiilles 
Tatius ; '< yet I have made sure of some two or 
three score of those whom I found most accessible ; 
nor have I any doubt, that, when the Csesar is 
set aside, their cry will be for Achilles Tatius." 

'< And what of the gallant who assisted at onr 
prelections?" said Agdastes; ^ your Fldward, as 
Alexius termed him ?" 

* <* Life and Soul.** 
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^ I have made no inipresnon upon him," said the 
Follofirer ; " and I am sorry £or it, for he is one 
whom his comrades think well of, and wonM glad- 
ly follow. Meantime I kive plaeed him as an 
additional sentinel upon the iron-wilted Cornit of 
Paris, whom, both haring an inreterate love of 
battle, he is very l&ely to put to death ; and 
if it is afterwards ^aUenged by the erusadars as 
a cause of war, it is only deliyering up the Va- 
rangian, whose personal hatred will needs be re- 
presented a& baring occasioned the catastrophe. 
All tins being prepared beforehand, how and when 
flhaU we deal witii the Emperor?" 

" For that," said Agelasles, ^^ we must consult 
the Csesar, who, although his expected happiness 
of to-day is not more certain than the state pre- 
ferment that he expects to-morrow, and although 
his ^eas are mudi more anxtimsly fixed upon his 
success with this said Coontesa than his succession 
to the en^Mre, will, ney^rtheless, expect to be 
treated a» the bead of the enterprise for accel^a- 
ting the latter. But, to speak my opinion, valiant 
Tatins, to-morrow will be the last day that Alexius 
shall hold the reffis of empire." 

" Let me know for certain," said the Follower, 
^ as soon as thoo canst, that I may warn our bre- 
thren, who are to have in readiness the insurgent 
citizens, and those of the Immortals who are com- 
bined with us, m the neighbourhood of the court, 
and in readiness to act — And:, above afl, that I may 
disperse upon distant guards such Varangians as I 
eannot trust." 
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** Rely upon me,'' said Agelastes, '' for the most 
accurate information and instructions, so soon as I 
bare seen Nicephorus Briennins. One word per- 
mit me to ask — In what manner is the wife of the 
CflBsar to be disposed of?" 

" Somewhere," said the FoUowef, ^ where I 
can never be compelled to hear more of h^ his- 
tory. Were it not for that nightly pest of her lee* 
tures, I could be good-natured enough to take care 
of her destiny myself, and teach her the difference 
betwixt a real emperor and this Briennius, who 
thinks so much of himself." So saying, they sepa- 
rated ; the Follower elated in look and manner 
considerably above what he had been when they 
met. 

Agelastes looked after his companion with a 
scornful laugh. '' There," he said, '' goes a fool, 
whose lack of sense prevents his eyes from being 
dazzled by the torch whidi cannot Ml to consume 
him. A half-bred, half-acting, half-thinking, half- 
daring caitiff, whose poorest thoughts — and those 
which deserve that name must be poor indeed — 
are not the produce of his own understanding. He 
expects to circumvent the fiery, haughty, and proud 
Nicephorus Briennius ! If he does so, it will not 
be by his own policy, and still less by his valour. 
Nor shall Anna Comnena, the soul of wit and 
genius, be chained to such an unimaginative log as 
yonder half barbarian. No — she shall have a hus- 
band of pure Grecian extraction, and well stored 
with that learning which was studied when Rome 
was great, and Greece illustrious. Nor will it be 
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the least charm of the Imperial throne, that it is 
partaken by a partner whose personal studies have 
taught her to esteem and value those of the Em- 
peror." He took a step or two with conscious ele- 
vation, and then, as conscience-checked, he added, 
in a suppressed voice, '' But then, if Anna were 
destined for Empress, it follows of course that 
Alexius must die — ^no consent could be trusted to. 
— And what then ? — the death of an ordinary man 
is indifferent, when it plants on the throne a phi- 
losopher and a historian ; and at what time were 
the possessors of the empire curious to enquire 
when or by whose agency their predecessors died ? 
— Diogenes! Ho, Diogenes !" The slave did not 
immediately come, so that Agelastes, wrapt in the 
anticipation of his greatness, had time to add a few 
more words — " Tush — I must reckon with Hea- 
ven, say the priests, for many things, so I will 
throw this also into the accotmt. The death of the 
Emperor may be twenty ways achieved without 
my having the blame of it. The blood which we 
have shed may spot our hand, if closely regarded^ 
but it shall scarce stain our forehead." Diogenes 
here entered — '< Has the Frank lady been remo- 
ved ?" said the philosopher. 
The slave signified his assent. 
^ How did she bear her removal ?" 
**• As authorized by your lordship, indifferently 
well. She had resented her separation from her 
husband, and her being detained in the palace, and 
committed some violence upon the slaves of the 
Household, several of whom were said to be slain^ 
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althongfa we perhaps onglil oidy to read sorei) 
frightened. She reoognised me at once, and whei 
I told her that I came to offer her a day's retire- 
ment in your own lodgings^ nntfl it should be in 
yonr power to adueve the liberation of her hns- 
baod, die at once consented, and I deposited her 
in the secret Cytfaerean garden-honse." 

** Admirably done, my feithfnl Diogenes,** said 
the philosoj^er ; '' thon art like the g^nii who 
attended on the Eastam talismans ; I hare but to 
intimate my will to thee^ and it is acoonplished.'' 

Diogenes bowed deeply, and withdrew. 

<< Yet remember, slanre !* said Agdastes, qpeak- 
ing to hknsdf ; ^ there is danger in knowing too 
mndi — and should my character erer become ques- 
tioned, too many of my secrets are in the power of 
Diogenes." 

At this moment a blow thrice repeated, and 
struck upon one of the images without, which had 
been so framed as to return a tingling sound, and 
in so Bur deserved the praise of being vocal, inter- 
rupted his soliloquy. 

^ There knodcs," said he, ^ one of our allies ; 
who can it be that comes so late ^'* He touched 
the figure of Isis with his staff, and liie Caesar 
Nicephorus Briennins entered in the full Grecian 
habit, and that gracefal dress anxiously arranged 
to the best advantage. ** Let me hope, my lord," 
said Agekistes, receiving the Csesar with an appa- 
rently grave and reserved face, ** your Highness 
comes to tell me that your sentiments are changed 
on reflection, and that whatever you had to confer 
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about with this Frankish lady, may be at least 
deferred until the principal part of our conspiracy 
has been successfully executed." 

** Philosopher," answered the Csesar, << no. My 
resolution, once taken, is not the sport of circum- 
stances. Believe me, that I have not finished so 
many labours without being ready to undertake 
others. The favour of Venus is the reward of the 
labours of Mars, nor would 1 think it worth while 
to worship the god armipotent with the toil and 
risk attending his service, unless I had previously 
attained some decided proofs that I was wreathed 
with the myrtle, intimating the fiivour of his beau- 
tiful mistress." 

'< I beg pardon for my boldness," said Agelas- 
ies ; '< but has your Imperial Highness reflected, 
that you were wagering, with the wildest rashness, 
an empire, including thine own life, mine, and all 
who are joined with us in a hardy scheme ? And 
against what were they waged ? Against the very 
precarious favour of a woman, who is altogether 
divided betwixt fiend and female, and in either 
capacity Is most likely to be fatal to our present 
scheme, either by her good will, or by the offence 
which she may take. If she prove such as you 
wish, she will desire to keep her lover by her side, 
and to spare him the danger of engaging in a peril- 
ous conspiracy ; and if she remains, as the world 
believe her, constant to her husband, and to the 
sentiments she vowed to him at the altar, you may 
guess what cause of offence you are likely to giv«v 

VOL. XLYI. z 
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by argiiig a suit wkkli sh6 hat already reoeifed m 
very ill." 

** Pshaw, old man I Thea lnnMst a dotard, aad 
in the great knowledge thon powetsest of odier 
things, hast foigetten the knowledge best wortk 
knowing—- that of the beaodfid part of the oreation. 
l%ink of the impresMon likely to be made by a 
gallant neither ignoble in sitaa^n, nor nnaocept- 
able in presenee, upon a lady who VMist fearllM 
consequences cyf refusal { Come, Agdlaales, lot nie 
hare no more of thy croaldng, aagiaii^ bad ^r- 
tune like the niTen from the blasted oak on the 
left hand ; bnt dedakn, as well thou canst, how 
faint heart never won fair lady, and hew these best 
deserve empire who can wreathe the myrtles of 
Venns with the laurels of Mars. Cone, man, unde 
me the secret entrance which combines thes^ ma- 
gical ruins with grovies that are fashioned rather 
like those of Cytheros or Naxes/* 

** It must be as you wilH" said the philosopher, 
with a deep and somewhat affected 8%h. 

** Here, Diogenes I" called aloud ihe Gasar; 
** when thou art summoned, mischief is not fiur di^ 
tant. Come, undo the secret entrance. Bfisciuef, 
my trusty negro, is not so distant but she w«ll 
answer the first clatter of the stones.** 

The negro looked at his master, who retamed 
him a glance acquiescing in the CsBsar's propoM^ 
Diogenes then went to a part ef the ruined waH 
which was covered by some dimbing shrubs, all of 
which he carefully^ removed* This^ showed a littie 
postern door, closed irregularly, and fiUed np, from 
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the threshold to the top, with krge square stones, 
all of which the dave took out and piled aside, as 
if for the purpose of replacing them. " I lea^e 
dtee,** isaid Ag^k^bet to the negro, '< to gourd this 
4mm, and let no one eator, exeept he hae ihe sign, 
upon tike peril of thy Mle. It wene dangearons it 
should be left open at this period of the day." 

The obsequious Diogenes put his hand to his 
sabre and to his head, as if to signify the usual pro- 
mbe of fidelity or death, by which those of his con- 
dition generally expressed their answer to their 
master's commands. Diogenes then lighted a small 
lantern, and pulling out a key, opened an inner 
door of wood, and prepared to stop forward. 

'' Hold^ friend Diogenes," said the CsBsar ; ** thou 
wantest not my lantern to discern an honest man, 
whom, if thou didst seek, I must needs say thou 
hast come to the wrong place to find one. Nail 
thou up these creeping shrubs before the entrance 
of the place, and abide thou there, as already direct- 
ed, till our return, to parry the curiosity of any 
who may be attracted by the sight of the private 



The black slave drew back as he gave the lamp 
to the Ceesar, and Agelastes foUowed the light 
through a long, but narrow, arched passage, well 
supplied with air from space to space, and not ne- 
glected in the inside to the degree which its exte- 
rior would have implied. 

<* I will not enter with you into the gardens," 
aaid Agelastes, " or to the bower of Cytherea, 
where I am too old to be a worshipper. Thou thy* 
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self) I think) Imperial Csesary art weU aware of tBa 
road, having travelled it divers times ; and, if I 
mistake not, for the fairest reasons." 

^ The more thanks," sidd the CsBsar, << are dne 
to mine excellent firiend Agelastes, who forgets his 
4)wn age to acoonunodate the youth of hb friends." 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

Wfi must now return to tiie dungeon of the 
Blacquemal, where circumstances had formed at 
least a temporary union between the stout Varan- 
gian and Count Robert of Paris, who had a stronger 
resemblance to each other in their dispositions 
than probably either of them would have been 
willing to a<hnit. The virtues of the Varangian 
were all of that natural and unrefined kind which 
nature herself dictates to a gallant man, to whom 
a total want of fear, and the most prompt alacrity 
to meet danger, had been attributes of a life-long 
standing. The Count, on the other hand, had all 
fliat bravery, generosity, and love of adventure, 
which was possessed by the rude soldier, with the 
virtues, partly real, partly fantastic, which those of 
his rank and country acquired from die spirit of 
chivalry. The one might be compared to the dia- 
mond as it came from the mine, before it had yet 
received the advantages of cutting and setting; 
the otlier was the ornamented ^em, which, cut into 
focets and richly set, had lost perhaps a little of 
its original substance, yet still, at the same time, 
to the eye of an inspector, had something more 
thowy and splendid than when it was, according 
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to the phrase of lapidaries, en brut. In the om 
case, the yalae was more artificial ; in the other, it 
was the more natural and real of the two. Chance, 
therefore, had made a temporary alliance between 
two men, the foundation of whose characters Ixve 
such strong resemblance to* each other, that thej 
were only separated by a course of education, which 
had left rigid prejudices on both sides, and whidi 
prejudices were not mdik^tonm eomMT te eadi 
other. The Varangian ceMmneneed Ms eontersatio* 
with the Count itf a tone of fiimiliarity, i^fMroMh- 
ing nearer to rudeness than dw speaker was aware 
of, and much of which, though nest iMnoeentiy 
intended by Herewtirdf nnght be taken amiss \^ 
his new brother in anms. The most ofensiTe parf 
of his deportment, howerer, was a blunt, hcM dis* 
regard to the title of those whom he ackhressed, 
adhering tlm^y to* tiie^ manncnv of 1k» Saxony 
fnm whom he drew Ms- dedcent^ and whi<A was 
likely to be at least nnpleading to the Franks as 
well as Normans, who had already t^oceiTed and 
become yery tenadous of th^ prirB^gea ci the £ra* 
dal system, liie mummery of heraldry, and ikt 
warlike claims assumed by knights^ as bdongmg 
oi^y to their own order. 

Hereward was apt, it n«sl be o#ne^ to thhih 
too little of these ^linctions ; while he had at least 
a sufficient tendency to tliink enoi^ of the powtf 
and wealth of the Greek empire which he serredr-* 
of the dignity inherent in Alexius Cornnenns, and 
which he was also di^>osed to grant to the Grecian 
officers, who, under ^e Emperor, commanded his 
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9ym eo^pt, and partieolarly t# Adiffles Tatius. 
This man Horeward knew to be a coward, and 
half-mwpeeted t# be a villaiB* Stilly boweyer, tbe 
Fdlower was idways tbe direct diannel throngb 
wbieb tbe In^rial gifaoea were eonferred on tbe 
Varangians m generalf as w^ as i^pien Hereward 
lumself i and be bad always tbe policy to r^resent 
sneb fiiTows as being more or less indirecUy tbe 
consequence of his own intMrcession* He was siqn 
posed Tigcweusly to espouse tbe qnarrel of tbe Vbt 
rangiansy im all tbe dbputes between tbem and tbe 
otb» corps ; be waa liberal and (^n-banded ; gave 
every soldier bis due ; and» bating tbe trifling cir- 
cnmstanoe of ralour, wbiob was net particularly bis 
forte, it would bave been difficult for tbese stran- 
gers to bave demanded a leader mwe to their 
wishes. Besides ibis, our friend Hereward was 
admitted by Idm into bis society^ attended him, 
as we bave seen, upon seo^ expeditions, and 
shared, tbei^efore, deeply, in what may be termed 
by an expressive, though vulgar phrase, the sneak* 
ing kindness ei^ertained for tins new Achilles by 
the greater part of his myrmidons. 

Their attadiment might be explained, perhaps, 
as a lydng to thdr commander, aa strong as could 
wen exist with a marvellous lack of honour and 
esteem. The scheme, therefore, fonned by Here* 
ward to offset tbe deliverance of the Count of Paris, 
compreheiided as much faith to the Emperor, and 
his representative, the Acolyte or Follower, as was 
consistent with rendering justice to tbe injured 
Frank. 
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In fbrthenuioe of this plan, he oondncted Coml 
Rohart from the suhterranean yaalts of the Blao* 
qaernal, of the intricacies of which he was naasta*, 
haring heen repeatedly, of hite, stationed sentind 
there, for the purpose of acquiring diat knowledge 
of which Tatius promised himself the advantage in 
the ensuing conspiracy. When they were in ^ 
open air, and at some distance from the gloomy 
towers of the Palace^ he bluntly asked the Count 
of Paris whether he knew Agelastes the PhilcMO- 
pher. The other answered in the negative* 

<* Look you now, Sir Knight, you hurt yourself 
in attempting to impose upon me," said Hereward. 
*' You must know him ; for I saw you dined with 
him yesterday. ** 

<^ O I with that learned old man ?" said the Count* 
*^ I know nothing of him worth owning or disg^- 
sing to diee or any one. A wily person he is, half 
herald and half minstrel." 

<* Half procurer and whole knave," subjoined 
the Varangian. '< With the mask of apparent 
good-humour he conceals his pandering to the vices 
of others ; with the specious jargon of philosophy, 
he has argued himself out of religious belief and 
moral principle ; and, with the appearance of the 
most devoted loyalty, he will, if he is not chedied 
in time, either argue his too confiding master out 
of life and empire, or, if he fails in this, reason his 
simple associates into death and misery." 

" And do you know all this," said Count Robert, 
*^ and permit this man to go unimpeached?" 

" O, content you, sir," replied the Varangian * 
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^ I cannot yet form any plot which Agelastes may 
not countermine ; but the time will come, nay it i» 
already approaching, )if hen the Emperor's attention 
shall be irresbtibly turned to the conduct of this 
man, and then let the philosopher sit fast, or by St 
Dunstan the barbarian OTertbrows him I I would 
only fain, methinks, save from his clutches a foolish 
friend, who has listened to his delusions.'^ 

^ But what hare I to do," said the Count, << with 
this man, or with his plots ?" 

** Much," said Hereward, '* altibough you know 
it not* The main supporter of this plot is no other 
than the Cffisar, who ought to be the most faithful 
of men ; but ever since Alexius has named a 8e- 
bastocrator, an officer that is higher in rank, and 
nearer to the throne than the Ccesar himself, so long 
has Nicephorus Briennius been displeased and dis- 
satisfied, though for what length of time he has 
joined the schemes of the astucious Agelastes, it is 
more difficult to say. This I know, that for many 
months he has fed liberally, as his riches enable 
him to do, the rices and prodigality of the Csesar. 
>ie has encouraged him to show disrespect to his 
wife, although the Emperor's daughter ; has put 
ill- will between him and the royal family. And if 
Briennius bears no longer the fame of a rational 
man, and die renown of a good leader, he is de-* 
prived of both by following the advice of this art- 
ful sycophant." 

'* And what is all this to me ? " said the Frank. 
** Agelastes may be a true man, or a time-serving 
slave ; his master, Alexius Comnenus, is not tP 
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nmeli allied to m^ or mine, diat I shmM meddlcf 
in the intrigaet of his eonrt?* 

** Yom may be mistaken in that,*' said the l>hmt 
Varangian ; <^ if theSb intrigoes inrd^e the hi^^^ 
ness and yirtne**-^— 

'' Death of a thonsand martyrs r taid the Frank, 
^ doth paltry intrigoes and qnarrA of slaFes in- 
voire a single thought of suspicion of the noUe 
Countess of Paris ? The oadis of thy wkole gene- 
ration were ineffectual to prove but that one of her 
hairs had changed its colour to sflrer 1*' 

<< Well imagined, gallant knight," said the An- 
glo-Saxon ; ^ thou art a hu^Mmd fitted for Iftie 
atmosphere of Constantino]^ which calls for IktJe 
Tigilance and a strong bekef. Thou wilt find many 
followers and fellows in this court of ours." 

<' Hark thee, friend," rejdied the Fradc, ^ let 
us have no more wwds, nor walk fiirUier together 
than just to the most scditary nook of this bewil- 
dered city, and let us there set to that work which 
we left even now unfinished." 

*^ If thou wert a Duke^ Sir Count," r^Hed llie 
Varangian, '* thou couldst not invite to a combat 
one who is more ready for it. Yet consider the 
odds on which we fight. If I faU, my moan is soon 
made ; but will my death set thy wiJfe at liberty if 
she is under restraint, or restore her honour if it is 
tarnished? — Will it do any thing more than re- 
move from the world the only person who is will- 
ing to give tiiee aid, at his own risk, and danger, 
and who hopes to unite thee to thy wife^ and replace 
thee at the head of thy forces ?" 
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« I was wrong," said the Comit of Paris; ** I 
was entirely wrong ; but beware, my good friend, 
how thou conplest the name of Brenhilda of As- 
pramonte with the word of dishonour, and teH me, 
instead of this irritating discourse, whither go we 
now?* 

^ To the Cythereaa gardens of Agehurtes, from 
which we are not far distant," said the Anglo- 
Saxon ; '' yet he hath a nearer way to it than that 
by wMch we now trarel, else I should be at a loss 
to account for the short space in which he could 
exchange the charms of his garden for the gloomy 
ntins of the Temple of Isis, and the Imperial pa*> 
lace of the Blacqnernal." 

<< And wherefore, and how long," said Oorait 
Robert, ** dost thou conclude that my Countess is 
detained in these gardens P"^ 

** Ever since yesterday," replied Hereward. 
** When both I, and several of my companions, at 
my request, kept close watch upon the Cesar and 
your lady, we did plainly perceive passages of fiery 
admiration on his part, and anger, as it seemed, 
on hers, which Agelastes, being Nicephorus's 
friend, was likely, as usual, to bring to an end, by 
a separation of you both from the army of the cru- 
saders, that your wife, like many a matron before, 
might have the pleasure of taking up her residence 
in the gardens of that wwthy sage ; while you, my 
lord, might take up your own permanently in the 
castle of Blacquemal." 

** ViHain ! why didst thou not appriase me of this 
yesterday ?" 
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" A likely thing," said Hereward, "that I 
should feel myself at liberty to leave the ranki, 
and make snch a communication to a man, whom, 
far from a friend, I then considered in the light oC 
a personal enemy ! Methinks, that instead of sadi 
language as this, you should be thankful that so 
many chance circumstances have at length brought 
me to befriend and assist you.*^ 

Count Robert felt the truth of what was said, 
though at the same time his fiery temper longed 
to avenge itself, according to its wont, upon the 
party which was nearest at hand. 

But now they arrived at what the ddzens of 
Constantinople called the Philosopher's Grardens. 
Here Hereward hoped to obtain entrance, for he 
had gained a knowledge of some part, at least, of 
the private signals of Achilles and Agelastes, since 
he had been introduced to the last at the ruins of 
the Temple of Isis. They had not indeed admit- 
ted him to their entire secret ; yet, confident ^in 
his connexion with the Follower, they had no he- 
sitation in communicating to him snatches of know- 
ledge, such as, committed to a man of shrewd natu- 
ral sense like the Anglo-Saxon, could scarce fail, 
in time and by degrees, to make him master of the 
whole. Count Robert and his companion stood 
before an arched door, the only opening in a high 
wall, and the Anglo-Saxon was about to knods, 
when, as if the idea had suddenly struck him, — 

" Whai if the wretch Diogenes opens the g^te? 
We must kill him, ere he can fly back and betray 
as. Well, it is a matter of necessity, and the vil« 
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lain has dederred his death by a hundred horrid 
crimes.** 

" Kill him then, thyself^'' retorted Count Ro* 
bert ; ^< he is nearer thy degree^ and assuredly I 
will not defile the name of Charlemagne with the 
blood of a black slave." 

" Nay, God-a-mercy.l** answered the Anglo- 
Saxon^ << but you must bestir yourself in the ac- 
tion, supposing there come rescue, and that I be 
overborne by odds.'' 

" Such odds," said the knight, " will render 
the action more like a meleej or general battle; 
and assure yourself, I will not be slack when I may, 
with my honour, be active." 

** I doubt it not," said the Varangian ; " but the 
distinction seems a strange one, that, before per- 
mitting a man to defend himself, or annoy his 
enemy, requires him to demand the pedigree of 
his ancestor." 

" Fear you not, sir," said Count Robert. " The 
strict rule of chivalry indeed bears what I tell thee, 
but when the question is. Fight or not ? there is 
great allowance to be made for a decision in the 
affirmative." 

*' Let me give then the exerciser's rap," replied 
Hereward, ^ and see what fiend will appear." 

So saying, he knocked in a particular manner, 
and the door opened inwards ; a dwarfish negress 
stood in the gap — ^her white hair contrasted sii^- 
larly with her dark complexion, and with the broad 
laughing look peculiar to those slaves. She had 
something in her physiognomy which, severely con« 
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fltmedy Biiglit «rgae ai^ee, and » dfl%faft m fan. 
man misery. 

^ Is Agelastes^-*—* said the Varangijui; bathe 
had not eomplffted die sentence, when she answered 
him, by pointing down a dbadowed walk. 

The Anglo-Saxon and Frai^ tmmed in tbat di- 
rection, wbenliie hag raflier nuHitered, lihan sud dis- 
ttncdy, ^ Yon are one of the initiated, Varangian ; 
take heed whom yon ttke with y^on, when yon 
may hardly, peradrentore, be welcomed eren gmng 

Hereward made a sigvi tbat he understood her, 
and they wera instantly out of her sight. The 
path winded beautifully l&rough the shades of an 
Eastern garden, where ^iumps of flowers and laby- 
rinths of floweri]^ shrubs, and tbe tall boughs of 
the £»re8t trees, r^idered even the breath of noon 
cool and acceptable. 

*^ Here we must use our utmost caudon," said 
Hereward, peaking in a low tone of Totee ; ** for 
iiere it is most Ukely the deer ibat we se^ has 
found its reluge. Better allow me to pass be^e> 
since you are too deeply agitated to possess tbe 
coolness necessary for. a scout. Keep oonce led 
beneath yon oah^ and let uo vain scruples of ho* 
nour deter you from creeping b^ieath the under- 
wood, or beneath Uie earth itself, if you should 
hear a footfall. If the levers have agreed. Age* 
kstes, it is ]^obable, wi^cs his Tonnd, to prerent 
intrusion." 

^ Death and fories! iteannotbe!" exdaimedtiie 
fiery Ecank.— ^ Lady of the fooken Lances, take 
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thy yetery's life, ere thou torment him with this 
•gouj I " 

He saw, however, the neceMity of keepbg a 
strong force apon himse^ and permitted, without 
further remoiistittnee, the Vasrangian to parguc 
his way, -looking, however, earnestly after him. 
By advancing forward a little, he conld ohsorve 
Hereward draw near to a pavilion w^ich arose at 
no great distance from ^e place where they had 
parted. Here he observed him apply, first his 
eye, and then his oar, to one of ike casements, 
whieh were in a great measure grown over, and 
excluded Irom the ]%ht, by varions fiowering 
shmbs. He almost thought he saw a grave in- 
terest take place in the eonntenance of the Va- 
rangian, and he longed to have his share of the 
information which he had doubtless obtained. 

He crept, tlierefore, with noiseless steps, through 
the same lahyrindi of foliage which had covered 
the approaches of Hereward ; and so ulent were 
his movements, that he touched the Anglo-Saxon, 
in order to make him aware of his presence, before 
he observed his approach. 

Hereward^ not aware at first by whom he was 
approached, turned on the intruder with a eonn- 
tenance like a burning coal. Seeing, however^ 
that it was the Fradk, he i^rugged his shoulders, 
as if pitying the impatience which could not be 
kept «nder prudent restratnl^ and drawing himself 
back allowed the CSount the privilege of a peep- 
ing place through plinths of the casement, which 
could not be discerned by the sharpest eye from 
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the inner side. The sombre character of the light 
which penetrated into this abode of pleasure^ was 
suited to that species of thoii§^t to which a 
Temple of Cytherea was supposed to be dedicat- 
ed. Portraits and groups of statuary were also 
to be seen, in the taste of those which they had 
beheld at the Kiosk of the water&ll, yet some- 
thing more free in the ideas which they conveyed 
than were to be found at their first resting-place. 
Shortly after, the door of the pavilion opened, and 
the Countess entered, followed by her attendant 
Agatha. The lady threw herself on a couch as 
she came in, while her attendant, who was a young 
and very handsome woman, kept herself modestly 
in the background, so much so as hardly to be 
distinguished. 

<< What dost thou think," said the Countess, 
** of so suspicious a friend as Agelastes ? so gal- 
lant an enemy as the C»sar, as he is called ? " 

'< What should I think," returned the damsel, 
*^ except that what the old man calls friendship is 
hatred, and what the Csesar terms a patriotic love 
for his country, which will not permit him to set 
its enemies at liberty, is in fact too strong an 
affection for his fair captive ? " 

<< For such an affection," said the Countess, 
'< he shall have the same requital as if it were in- 
deed the hostility of which he would give it the 
colour. — My true and noble lord I hadst thou an 
idea of the calamities to which they have subjected 
me, how suou wouldst thou break through every 
restraint to hasten to my relief I " 
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*^ Art thou a miui,*' iaid Connt Robert to his 
companion ; *' and canai thou advise me to remain 
still and hear this?" 

<< I am one man/' said the Anglo-Saxon ; ** yon, 
sir, are another; bat all ear arithmetic will not 
make ns mcnre than two; and in this place, it is 
probable that a whistle from the Cnsar, or a screani 
from Agelastesy would bring a thousand to match 
us, if we were as 1m^ at BotIs of Hamptons- 
Stand still and keep quiet. I counsel this, less as 
respecting my own life^ whidi, by embarking upon 
a wild-goose chase with so strange a partner, I 
have shown I put at little value, than for thy safe- 
ty, and that of the lady thy Countess, who shows 
herself as virtuous as beautiful." 

« I was imposed on at first," said the Lady 
Brenhilda to her atten<kint << Affectation of se- 
vere morals, of deep learning, and of rigid recti- 
tude, assumed by this wicked old man, made me 
believe in part the character which he pretended ; 
but the gloss is rubbed off since he let me see into 
his alliance with the unworthy Cnsar, and the 
ugly picture remains in its native loathsomeness. 
Nevertheless, if I can, by address or subtlety, de- 
ceive this arch-deceiver,— «s he has taken from 
me, in a great measure, every other kind of as- 
sistance, — I will not refose that of craft, which he 
I may find perhaps equal to his own ?" 

*< Hear you that?" said the Varangian to the 
, Count of Paris. << Do not let your impatience 
mar the web of yow lady's prudence. I will 
' voinXLTi. 2 a 
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weigh a woman'g wit againsi a man's valoaf where 
there it aught to do I Let us not come in with 
oar asgistance until time shall show us that it is 
necessary for her safety and our success." 

<< Amen," said the Coont of Paris ; «< hut hope 
not, Sir Saxon, that thy prudence shall persuade 
me to leave this garden without taking full ven- 
geance on that unworthy Csesar, and the pretended 
philosopher, if indeed he turns out to have assumed 

a character*' The Count was here heginning to 

raise his voice, when the Saxon, without ceremony, 
placed his hand on his mouth. << Thou takest a 
liberty/' said Count Robert, lowering however his 
tones. 

•« Ay, truly," said Hereward ; " when the house 
is on fire, 1 do not stop to ask whether the water 
which i pour on it be perfumed or no." 

This recalled the .Frank to a seote of his situa- 
tion ; and if not contented with the Saxon's mode 
iA making an apology, he was at least silenced* A 
distant noise was now heard — ^the Countess listened, 
and changed colour. *' Agatha," she said, <' we we 
like champions in the lists, and here comes ihe ad- 
versary. Let us retreat into this side apartment, 
and fi)o for a while put off an encounter thus alarm- 
ing." So $aying, the two females withdrew into 
a sort of anteroom, which opened from the prin- 
cipal apartment behind the seat which Brenhilda 
had occupied. 

They had scarcely disappeiared, when, as the 
stage direction has it, enter from the other side the 
Csesar and Agelastes. They had perhaps heard 
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the last words of Brenhilda* for the C»sar repeated 
in a low tone-^ 

** Militat omnia tmant, haibet et tua eastra Cupido. 
^ Whaty has our fur opponent withdrawn her 
forces ? No matter, it shows she thinks of the war- 
fare, though the enemy be not in sight. Well, thou 
shalt not have to upbraid me this time, Agelastes, 
with precipitating my amours, and depriving my- 
self of the pleasure of pursuit. By Heavens, 1 will 
be as reg^ar in my progress as if in reality i bore 
on my shoulders the whole load of years which 
make the difference between us; for I shrewdly 
suspect that with thee, old man, it is that envious 
churl Time that hath plucked the wings of Cupid." 

** Say not so, mighty Csssar," said the old man ; 
<< it is the hand of Prudence, which, depriving 
Cupid's wing of some wild feathers, leaves him still 
enough to fly with an equal and steady flight." 

<< Thy flight, however, was less measured, Age- 
lastes, when thou didst collect that armoury— -that 
magaaine of Cupid's panoply, out of which thy 
kindness permitted me but now to arm myself, or, 
rather to repair my accoutrements." 

So saying, he glanced his eye over his own per- 
son, blazing with gems, and adorned with a chain 
of gold, bracelets, rings, and other ornaments, 
which, with a new and splendid habit, assumed 
since his arrival at these Cytherean gardens, tend- 
ed to set off his very handsome flgnre. 

<< I am glad," said Agelastes, ** if you have found 
among toys, which I now never wear, and seldom 
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made nte «rf evmi when life wte yoong wftb im^ 
any thing which may set off your natural advaft* 
taget. Remember msly this ^ghl eondition, that 
saeh of theie triiki as hare made part df yonf 
wearing apparel on this distinguished day» cannot 
retom to a meaner owner, hot most of necessity 
remain the property of that greatness of whioh they 
had once formed the omanseat.'* 

« I cannot oonsent to this» my worthy friend,** 
said the Cnsar; «< I know thou Taloest these jevrels 
only in so far as a phOosophef amy talne ^m ; 
that is, for nothing save the rememhnmces which 
attach to them* This large seal-ring, for insttoce, 
was — I have heard yon say-^^e property of So- 
crates ; if so, yon cftnnot riew it sare with deVOut 
thaakfolness, that ypnr own philosophy has never 
been tried with the exercise of a Xsntippe. These 
clasps released in older times, the lovely bosom of 
Phryne ; and they now belong to one who conld do 
better homage to the beaoties they concealed or 
discovered than eonld the cynic Dk^nes. These 
buckles, too"— » 

<< I will spare thy ingennity, good yoath," ssid 
Agelastes, somewhat nettled ; << or ratiier, lioble 
CflBsar. Keep thy wit — thoa wih hive raqple oec» 
sion for it." 

« Fear not ttie," said the Casar. << Let as pro- 
ceed, since you will, to exereise the gifts which we 
possess, snch as they are, eldier natural or be- 
queathed to us by oar dear and respected friend. 
Hah 1" he 6aid> the door opening suddenly, and the 
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Countefs aknost meeting liim> ^apat wiabes are 
here anticipatecL" 

He bowed acoordinglj with the deepest de&r- 
enoe to the Lady Brenhilda, who» hanng made 
smne alteratioiis to eidianee the splendour of her 
al^e, myw mored forward from the withdrawing- 
BOom into which she had retreated* 

^ Haily noble lady," said the ^Cssar, ^ whom I 
have vi^ed with the intention of apologising for 
detaining yon, in some degree against yoor will, 
in those strange regions in wfaioh yon nnexpeotedly 
find yoHTself 

<< Not in some degree,'' answered the lady, << but 
entkely contrary to my indma^ns, which are, to 
be with my hnsiiand the Count of Paris, and the 
followers who hare takmi the eross under Ins ban* 
ner* 

^ Such, doubtless, were your thoughts when you 
left the land of the west,** said Agates; <<but, 
fair Countess, have they eiqperienced no change ? 
You hare left a shore streaming with hmooan blood 
when the slightest proTOcation occmred, and thou 
bast come to one whose principal maadm b to in- 
crease the sum of human happiness by erery mode 
which can be mTented. In the west yonder, he or 
she is respected most who can best exercise Iheir 
tyrannical strength ta making others miserable, 
while in these more placid -realms, we reserve our 
gnrlaoads for the ingenious youth, or loFely lady, 
who can best make happy the person whose i^^- 
tion is Bxed upon her* 

** But, roFerend philosopher * siud the Couvtess, 
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^ w1m> blxraresl so arti&ially in reoommendiiig the 
yoke of pleasure, know that yon contradict every 
notici whidi I have been taught from my infancy. 
In die land where my nurture lay, so hr are we 
from acknowledging your doctrines, that we match 
not, except like the lion and the lioness, when the 
male has compelled the female to acknowledge his 
supmor worth and valour. Such is our rule, that 
a damsel, even of mean degree, would think herself 
heinously undermatched, if wedded to a gallant 
whose fkme in arms was yet unknown.** 

'^But, noble lady,** said the Csesar, *^a, dying 
man may then find room for some faint hope. Were 
there but a chance that distinction in arms could 
g^in those a£Fections which have been stolen, rather 
than fwly conferred, how many are there who 
would willingly enter into the competition where 
the prize is so fair! What is the enterprise too 
bold to be undertaken on such a condition! And 
where is the individual whose heart would not 
feel, that in baring his sword for the prioe, he made 
vow never to return it to the scabbard without the 
proud boast, What I have not yet won, I have 
deserved!* 

"You see, lady,* Sfdd Agelastes, who, appro* 
bending that the last speech of the Csesar had made 
some impression, hastened to follow it up with a 
suitable observation — ^ Yon see that the fire of 
chivalry bums as gallantly in the bosom of the 
Grecians as in that of the western nations.* 

** Yes,* Answered Brenhilda, ** and I have heard 
of the celebrated siege of Troy, Oi" which occasion 



,y Google 



COUNT ROBERT OF PARIS. 375 

a dagtardly coward carried off the wife of a brave 
maii» shunned every proffer of encounter with the 
husband whom he had wronged, and finaUy caused 
the death of his numerous brothers, the destruction 
of his native city, with all the wealth which it con- 
tained, and died himself the death of a pitiful pol- 
troon, lamented only by his worthless leman, to 
show how well the rules of chivalry were under- 
stood by your predecessors." 

'< Lady, you nustake," said the Cflesar; << the 
offences of Paris were those of a dissolute Asiatic ; 
the courage which avenged them was that of the 
Greek Empire." 

<< You are learned, sir," said the lady ; << but think 
not that I will trust your words until you produce 
before me a Grecian knight, gallant enough to look 
upon the armed grest of my husband without qua- 
king." 

^ That, methinks, were not extremely difficult, " 
returned the Csesar ; ^ if they have not flattered 
me, I have myself been thought equal in battle to 
more dangerous men than him «who has been 
strangely mated with the Lady Brenhilda." 

<< That is soon tried," answered the Countess. 
" You will hardly, I think, deny, that my hus- 
band, separated from me by some unwortliy trick, 
is still at thy command, and could be produced at 
thy pleasure. I will ask no armour for him save 
what he wears, no weapon but his good sword 
Tranchefer ; then place him in this chamber, ot 
any other lists equally narrow, and if he flinch, or 



,y Google 



876 CaUNT ROBBltT OF PARIS. 

cry erayen, or remain dead under diidldy let Bren- 
hilda be ike prise of tJie conqueror. — MerciM 
Hearen 1" she conolnded, as she sunk badi upon 
her seat, ^ forgire me for the crime of e^en ima- 
gining soch a termination, which is eqnal idmost 
to doubting thine nnerrmg judgmeiri; !" 

<< Let me, however,* said ih» Ossar, ^ catch up 
these preaous words before they fall to the ground. 
—Let me hope that he^ to whom the heayens shall 
give power and strength to conquer this highly- 
esteemed Count of Paris, shall succeed him in lite 
affections of Brenyida ; and bdieve me, the sun 
plunges not through the sky to his resting-place, 
with the same cderity that I diall hasten to the 
encounter.'* 

^* Now, by Heaven I** said Count Robert, in an 
anxious whisper to Hereward, ^it is too mudi to 
expect me to stand by and hear a contemptible 
Greek, who durst not stand even the ratding fare- 
well whidi Trandi^er takes of his scabbard^ brave 
me in my absence, and affect to make love to my 
lady jtNir anuwrs ! And she, too — methinks Bren- 
hilda allotMliinore license than she is wont to do to 
yonder chattering po^njay. By the rood I I will 
spring int«lthe apartoient, front them witli my 
personal i^pearance, and confute yonder braggart 
in a manner he is like to remember.* 

<' Under flavour,'' said the Varangian, who was 
the only auditor of this violent speech, ^ you shall be 
ruled by calm reason while I am with you. When 
we are separated, let the devil of kni|^t-errantry, 
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wludi has sneh possession of thee^ take tliee upon 
his shoulders, and carry l^ee full tiit wheresoerer 
he lists." 

^ Thoo art a bmte,'' «aid the Count, looking at 
hhn with a contempt ccnresponding to the expres- 
sion he made use of; *^ not only widiout humanity, 
but without the sense of natural honour or natural 
shame. The most despicable of animals stands not 
by tamely and sees another assail his mate. The 
bull offers his horns to a rival — the mastiff uses his 
jaws — and even the timid stag becomes furious, 
and gores." 

^ Because they are beasts," said the Varangian, 
** and their mistresses also creatures without shame 
or reason, who are not aware of the sanctity €ii a 
choice. But thou, too. Count, canst thou not see 
the obvious purpose of this poor lady, forsaken by 
all the world, to keep her ^th towards thee, by 
eluding the snares with which wicked men have 
beset her ? By the souls of my fathers I my heart 
is so much moved by her ingenuity, mmgled as I 
see it is with the most perfect candour and faith, 
that I myself, in fieralt of a better chamT^lon, would 
willingly raise the axe in h&e behalf I" 

** I thank thee, my good friend," sai ' ;he Count ; 
^ I thank thee as heartily as if it were possible 
thou shouldst be left to do that good <^ce for 
Brenhilda, the beloved of many a noble lord, ike 
mistress of many a powei^ul vassal ; and, what is 
more, much more than thanks, I crave thy pardon 
fiur the wrong I did thee hmt now." 

^ My pardon you cannot need," siud tlie Varan- 
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gian ; ^ for I take no offence that ia not aerioosiy 
meant. — Stay» they speak ag^ain." 

** It u strange it should be so,** said the CflMar, 
as he paced the apartment; ^ but methinks, nay, I 
am almost certain, Agelastes, that I hear voices in 
the vicinity of this apartment of thy privacy.'' 

** It is impossible," said Agelastes ; ** but I will 
go and see.** 

Perceiving him to leave the pavilion, the Va- 
rangian made the Frank sensible that they mnst 
crouch down among a little thicket of evergreens, 
where they lay completely obscured. The philo- 
sopher made his rounds with a heavy step, but a 
watchful eye ; and the two listeners were obliged 
to observe the strictest silence, without motion of 
any kind, until he had completed an inefiectual 
search, and returned into the pavilion. 

^ By my foith, brave man," said the Count, 
*< ere we return to our skuUdng-place, I must tell 
thee in thine ear, that never, in my life, was temp- 
tation so strong upon me, as that which prompted 
me to beat out that old hypocrite's brains, provided 
I could have reconciled it with my honour ; and 
heartily do I wish that thou, whose honour no way 
witliheld thee, had experienced and given way to 
some impulse of a simUar nature.* 

<* Such fancies have passed through my head,'' 
said the Varangian ; ^^ but I will not follow them till 
they are consistent both with our own safety, and 
more particularly with that of the Countess." 

<< I thank thee again for thy good-will to her," 
said Count Robert ; *^ and, by Heaven ! if fight we 
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nnigt at lengihi as it seems likely, I will neither 
grudge thee an honourable antagonist, nor fair 
quarter if the combat goes against thee.** 

" Thou hast my thanks," was the reply of Here- 
ward ; ^ only, for Heaven's sake, be silent in this 
conjuncture, and do what thou wilt afterwards." 

Before the Varangian and the Count had again 
resumed their posture of listeners, the parties within 
the pavilion, conceiving themselves unwatched, had 
resumed their conversation, speaking low, yet with 
considerable animation : 

** It is in vain you would persuade me," said the 
Countess, *^ that you know not where my husband 
is, or that you have not the most absolute influence 
over his captivity. Who else could have an inte-« 
rest in banishing or patting to deatli the husband, 
but he that aflects to admire the wife ?" 

^* You do me wrong, beautiful lady," answered 
the Caesar, ** and forget that I can in no shape b« 
termed the moving^spring of this empire ; that my 
father-in-law, Alexius, is the Emperor ; and that 
the woman who terms herself my wife, is jealous 
as a fiend can be of my slightest motion. — What 
possibility was there that I should work the capti^ 
vity of your husband and your own ? The open 
aflront which the Count of Paris put upon the £m^ 
peror, was one which he was likely to avenge, 
either by secret guile or by open force. Me it no 
way touched, save as the humble vassal of thy 
charms ; and it was by the wisdom and the art oi 
the sage Agelastes, that I was able to extricate 
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thee from the golf in whidi tiion hadst ^se cer 
tainly perished. Nay, weep not, lady, for aa yel 
we Imow not the fate of Gonnt Robert ; bat, eredit 
me, it 18 wisdom to choose a better protector, «id 
consider him as no more." 

** A better than him," said Brenhilda, '< I can 
never have, were I to choose ont of the knigindiood 
ofall the world!" 

'< This hand," said the Cmar, drawn^ himself 
mto a martial attitude, ** should decide tlmt qaes* 
tion^ were the man of whom thoa thinkest so mttch 
yet moving on the fiioe of this earth and atfiberty.*' 

** Thou art," said Brenhilda, looking fixedly at 
him with the fire of indignataon flasdiing from 
every feature — ** thon art — ^bnt it avails not telliiig 
thee what is thy real name; beUeve me, the world 
shall one day ring with it, and be jostiiy sensible 
of its value. Observe what I am about to say — 
Robert of Paris u gone — or captive, I know not 
where. He cannot fight the match a£ whidi thou 
seemest so desirous — but here stands Brenhilda, 
bom heiress of Aspramonte, bymarrii^e the wed- 
ded wife of the good Count of Paris. She was 
never matdied in the lists by mortal man, eocc^ 
the valiant Count, and since thou art so grieved 
that thou canst not meet her husband in battle, 
tiiou canst not surely ofcjeot, if she is willing to 
meet thee in his stead ?" 

^ How, madam ?" said the desar, astonished $ 
*^ do you propose yourself to hidd ike lists against 
me?" 
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** Against you !" said the Countess ; '' against all 
the Gredan empire, if they shall affirm that Rohert 
of Paris is justly used and lawfully confined.'' 

'* And are the conditions," said the Csesar, <<the 
same as if Coimt Rohert himself held the lists ? 
The vanquished must then be at the pleasure of 
the conqueror for good or eviL'' 

^ It would seem so," sud the Countess, ^ nor do 
I refuse the haaard ; only, that if the other cham<^ 
pion shall bite the dust, the noble Count Robert 
shall be set at liberty, and permitted to depart with 
all suitable honours." 

'< Thb I refuse not," sidd the Csesar, ** provided 
it is in my power." 

A deep growling sound, like that of a modem 
gong, here interrupted the eonferenoe. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

The Varangian and Count Robert, at every risk 
of discovery, had remained so near as folly to con- 
jecture, though they could not expressly overhear, 
the purport of the conversation. 

*< He has accepted her challenge ?" said the 
Count of Paris. 

« And with apparent willingness," said Here^ 
ward. 

« O, doubtless, doubtless"— answered the Cru* 
sader ; <* but he knows not the skill in war which 
a woman may attain ; for my part, God knows I 
have enough depending upon the issue of this con* 
test, yet such is my confidence, that I would to God 
I had more. I vow to our Lady of the Broken 
Lances, that I desire every furrow of land I pos- 
sess—every honour which I can call my own, from 
the Countship of Paris, down to the leather that 
binds my spur, were dependent and at issue upon 
this fair field, between your Csesar, as men term 
him, and Brenhilda of Aspramonte." 

" It is a noble confidence," smd the Varangian. 
« nor durst I say it is a rash one ; only I cannot 
but remember that the Cffisar is a strong man as 
M'ell as a handsome, expert in the use of arms, and, 
above all, less strictly bound than you esteem yoiir- 
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self by the rules of honour. There are many ways 
in which advantage may be given and taken, which 
will not, in the CsBsar's estimation, alter the cha- 
racter of the field from an equal one, although it 
might do so in the opinion of the chivab*ons Count 
of Paris, or even in that of the poor Varangian; 
But first let me conduct you to some place of safety, 
for your escape must be soon, if it is not already 
detected. The sounds which we heard intimate 
that some of his confederate plotters have visited 
the garden on other than love a£&irs. I will guide 
thee to another avenue than that by which we 
entered. But you would hardly, I suppose, be 
pleased to adopt the wisest alternative ?" 

" And what may that be?" sud the Count. 

" To give thy purse, though it were thine all, 
to some poor ferryman to waft thee over the Hel- 
lespont, then hasten to carry thy complaint to God- 
frey of Bouillon, and what friends thou mayst have 
among thy brethren crusaders, and determine, as 
thou easily canst, on a sufficient number of diem to 
come back and menace the city with instant war, 
unless the Emperor should deliver up thy lady, 
most unfairly made prisoner, and prevent, by his 
authority, this absurd and unnatural combat." 

" And would you have me, then," said Count 
Robert, <<move the crusaders to break a fairly 
appointed field of battle ? Do you think that God- 
frey of Bouillon would turn back upon his pilgrim- 
age for sudi an unworthy purpose; or that the 
Countess of Paris would accept as a service, means 
of safety which would stain her honour for ever« 



,y Google 



384 COUNT ROBERT OF PARIS. 

byliireulclng an appointment solemnly made on oaf 4 
own challenge ?;^Never ! ** , ^ 

^ My judgment is then at foult." said the Vamn-^. 
giafi, ''fbr I see I can hammer out no expedient^. 
wliich is n6t, in some extravagant manner pr ^i^^^ 
other,' controlled by your i.,. 

a man whci has been trap ».. 

enemy, that he might n ^ 

base stratagem upon his 
life and honour ; yet he tl 
sity that he keeps faith as 
night poisoners, as he w 
to the most honourable m^u i 

«Thou sa/ft a painful truth,* said Cknmt Ro- 
bert ; ^* but my word is the emblem of my faith. ; 
and if r pass it to a dishonourable or ^thless fbe, 
it is imprudently done on my part ; but if I break 
it, being once pledged, it is a dishonourable action* 
and the disgrace can never be washed from my 
sMeld * 

*^ Do yon mean, then,** said the Varang^^ ^ to 
suffer your wife's honour to remmn pledged as it 
at present is, on the event of an unequal combat ?* 

** God and the saints pardon thee such a thought I * 
said liie Count of Paris. ** I will go to see this 
combat with a heart as firm, if not as light, as any 
time I ever saw spears splintered. If by the inflo- 
eHoe of any acddent or trea6hery,-^for furly, and 
with snch an antagonist, Brenhilda of Aspramonta 
catmot be ov^rthtown, — I step into the lists,, jnto- 
cXaxm the €iBsar as he is— « villain— «how the 
fakehood of Ids conduct from beginning to eai. 
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^^-uppeal to erery noble heart that hears me, and 
then — God show the right !" 

Hereward paused, and shook his head. ^ All 
this," he said, ^ might be feasible enough, prorided 
the combat were to be fought in the presence of 
your own coUntrymen, or even, by the mass! if 
the Varangians were to be guards of the lists. Bnt 
treachery of every kind is so familiar to the Greeks, 
that I question if they would riew the conduct of 
their €»sar as any thing else than a pardonable 
and natural stratagem of Dan Cupid, to be smiled at, 
rather than subjected to disgrace or punishment*" 

^* A nation," said Count Robert, ^ who could 
•mile at such a jest, may Heaven refuse them sym* 
pathy at their utmost need, when their sword ia 
broken in their hand, and their wires and daughters 
shriekihg in the relentless grasp of a barbarous 
enemy!" 

Hereward looked upon his companion, whose 
flushed cheeks and sparkling eyes bore witness tfi 
his enthusiasm. 

** I see," he said, ^ you are resolved, and I know 
that your resolution can in justice be called by no 
other name than an act of heroic folly — What then ? 
it is long since life has been bitter to the Varan* 
gian exile. Mom has raised lum from a joyless 
bed, which night has seen him lie down upon, wea- 
ried with wielding a mercenary weapon in the wars 
of strangers. He has longed to lay down lus life 
in an honourable cause, and this is .one in which 
the extremity and very essence of honour b impli>- 
eated. It tallies also with my scheme of javing 

VOL. XLVI. 2 b t 
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the l^pevor» which will h^^^^^j fycOita^ fcy 
the dowBfisdl of his ungrat^^ .^-ip-iaw.* liien 
ad4re88iiig hiomelf tQ the jCjoi^ty he continiied, 
** Welt, .Sir Coiipt, as thou ift ike person prind- 
.pnUy conceniedy I am willing ,fg field to th j rea- 
aoQuig m this affiur ; bpt I, hpj^ yon will permii 
ne to nfingle with yoiir res^f]jl|^Qi^ some advio^. of 
a more everyday and less^ lifnt^c natmre. . For 
•3carople» thy escape from the .dnogiebns , of the 
Blaoqnemal must soon be generally known. In 
pmdenee^ indeed,. I myself mii$^ be the first to 
oommonicate jt» ednoe otherwise the suspicion will 
fidl on me—- Where do you ^hiak of concealing 
youj»0lf ? for assuredly the search will be dose 
and generaL" 

« For that," said giust 

be Indebted to thy SI rery 

lie which then find( e» to 

contrive, and produ< thee 

only to render them as few a9 possible, they being 
a coin which I myself never fabricate*" 

*^ Sir ksight," answered Hereward, <Met me 
begin first by saying, that no knight that ever behed 
sword is more a slave to truth, when truth is ob- 
served towards him, than the poor soldier who talks 
lo thee ; but when the game depends not upon fiur 
play, bu| upon luUuig men's cautiousness ade^ 
by fidsehood, and drugging their senses by 0|uate 
draughts, they, who would scruple at no qoieans of 
deceiving me, can hardly, ei^ect that I, who am 
paid in such base money, should pass nothing on 
any part but what is lawful and genuine^ For dw 
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^reiei^t thou tattst temtin toheed^i ivftMn ttif fKJ^r 

apsTtmeiit, in Idle "bairada of die Vwit^iiitBs, 

whii^ is the last place "where lSiey"Wi&'lMtAf'i»f 

^eiis^iig ibr lihee. TUre i^ury my upper d^^ and 

'follow me; and now that we 4re about l6 ii^Ve 

' these giEirdens, thon^ mayst ^idlow me nnsuspeeted 

' asasentmel attending' his offieer; f6r,' tlike it^iJoRg 

'with yon, noble Count, l^t we Vahmgiaii^'areta 

sort of persons upon whom the ^edra ooi^ ii«r to 

look yery lony or fixedly." 

They now readied the g«te wtare theyhttdbeen 
admitted by the negress, and Herewardj who wms 
intrusted with the power, it seems, of letting hfan* 
self out of the philosopher's premises, thoug'h^not of 
entmng without assistance from the portres8> (ode 
Gilt a key whidi turned the lock on the^parden side, 
i»o that they soon found themselves at liberty. They 
then proceeded by by-paths through iJie city^ Here* 
ward leading the way, and the Count- MkNi4i^, 
without speech or remonstranceruntil'they stood 
before the portal of the barracks of the Varangians. 
^ Make haste," said the sentinel who was on duty, 
** dinner is already begun.*^ The oemoMmiealimi 
sounded joyfully In the ears of HerewaM, whojwas 
much afraid that his companion mig^thaf^bera 
stopt and examined. By a code passage he veadMd 
his own quarters, and introduced the Cotait hKo a 
small room, the sleeping ehamher of Us-'equire, 
where he apologized for leaying him for same time ; 
and, going out, locked the door^for feacr, as4r«aid, 
of intrusion. ' 

The demon of guspidon was ttot rery Mk^lyto 
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molest a mind so frankly .c^^t^ft^ ^ ^4jlMti(ii|f 
Count Robert, and yet the last actipn of ^ewippr^ 
did not fiul to occasion some jj^iunA^ re^ctio|i|r,ts 
^ This man,* he said, ^^ had ^eeds ^e irae!» ^^ 
liave reposed in him a migh^ tin^l^ whi^^^y 
hirelings in his situation wpuU Jl^ono}|;(raJb^ ^^ 
charge. What is to prevent bif^ to refou^t^f^ 
principal officer of his watich, jtbftt the Frfifik ^ 
soner, Robert Count of Pang^ iifjliose y^jiti^^i^ 
engaged for so desperate a combat with tl^e. fimvh 
has escaped) indeed, this morning, firpm ih^ fpr 
sons of the Blacquernal^ but has 8u|F<^e4 h^ 
self to be trepanned at noon^ and is «j;ain a ^np^fe 
in the barracks of the Varangian Guard ?<i*-wt^tt 
means of defence are mine, were I disooYeicod,^ 
these mercenaries? — What man could do, bjythe 
fayour of our Lady of the Broken Lances, jL ba^ 
not failed to achieve. I have^lai|:i a.tigev in^ini^e 
combat — I have killed one wajrderx^and conqu^J^ 
the desperate and gigantic creature, by whom h^ 
was supported. I have had terms enough at coi^ 
mand to bring over this Varangian to my side,.^ 
appearance at least ; yet ail this does ,9ot encou- 
rage me to hope that I could long keep at bay.jtfff 
or a dozen such men as these beef-fied knave& a^ 
pear to be, led in upon me by a fellow of thews 44^ 
sinews such as those of my late companion. — Y# 
for shame, Robert I such thoughts are unworthjt^ 
descendant of Charlemagne. When wert thon^^o;^ 
so curiously to count thine enemies* and when y^!^ 
thou wont to be suspicious, since he, whose boi|(pi^ 
may truly boast itself incapable of fraud, ought in 
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lioil^s^ to Be tfie last to expect it in another ^ The 
^^^^'ang^ian's look is open, Ms coolness in dagger is 
8tr3dng, his speech IS more frank and ready than 
^^(bt ytns that of d traitor. If he is false, there is 
Yi6 fiihh in the hkn'd of natui-e, for truth, sincerity, 
dhd courage are written upon his forehead.^ 
* While Couiii Robert was thus reflecting upon 
Ms condition, and combating the thick-coming 
(dblibts and suspicions which its uncertainties gave 
Hse to, he began to be sensible that he had not 
^iKteh for many hows; and amidst many doubts 
attcP fears of a more heroic nature, he half enter- 
tained a lurking suspicion, that they meant to let 
hunger undermine his strength before they adven- 
tailed into the apartment to deal with him. 

We shall best see how far these doubts were 
deserved by Hereward, or how far they were un- 
just, by follomng his course after he left his bar- 
raek-room. SnatcMng a morsel of dinner, wliich 
he eat with an affectation of great hunger, but, in 
ftu^ diat his attention to his food might be a pre- 
tence for dispensing with disagreeable questions, or 
with conversation of any kind, he pleaded duty, and 
immediately leaving his comrades, directed his 
course to the lodgings of Achilles Tatius, which 
were a part of the same building. A Syrian slave, 
who opened the door, after a deep reverence to 
Hereward, whom he knew as a favourite attendant 
cf the Acolyte, said to him that his master was 
gone ^rth, but had desired him to say, that if he 
widied to see him, be would find him a^t tl^e Philo- 
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Heeewerd tmmed abeot 'umtatiAf^ and avuUim 
lunuelf ef hit* knowledge^ of CoMmAaofi^ ,%» 
thread its strsets in ^e shortMft tttno^ possible at 
length itopd abne before. thei40«r in tha ipardeiin 
wislU at whidi he aad dw' Coanl>ef Pam had pre- 
yiously beeniidiiiitteduiJthftearHertparliof the<da|c» 
The same a^^ress appeimed at the same prin^ate 
signal, and when he adced for AdiiUea Tatiof» she 
seplied, with some sharpnesst *^ Siaoe you were 
here this moming, I marVd yen did net naeetluiii» 
or that, having business with lum, you did not ataf 
till he arrived. Sore I ans* that not long a^ter yam 
entered th» garden ih» Acolyte was eaquiiring te 
you." 

** It skills not, old woman " «aid the Varangian; 
^ I comnmnicate the reas(m> of my motion»to my 
cooamander, but not te thee." He entered the gar« 
den accordingly^ and avoiding the tiwilight<^ath 
that led to the Bower oi Lore^-— so was the payilioB 
named in whidi he had oyerheacd the dialogue be* 
tween the CsBsar and ^e Countess of Parisr-*ihs 
arrived before a simj^ garden-house^ whose humble 
and modest froi^ seemed tei annoonee that it mm 
the abode of philosophy imd Jearnitig* Here, pass* 
ing before the wiadows* he made somelitde noise, 
esqieeting to attract the attention eitlier of AehiUes 
Tatiu% or his aeeomplice ^daata^ as chance 
should deteraune. It waa the first who hear4r ^nd 
who reined. The doer <qpened; a lofty phims 
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sMisped Il0dfy tftnrt it» owner might «raM the 4i^^ 
old, and die stately form of Achilles Tatittt enterdl 
tbe gardens. *^ Wftal Hoir,'' he «aid, ^ oar trusty 
sentiDcd ? wlMt hait ^i^ at this time of day, c^me 
to rejport to us? Thsom art our good frietid» and 
li^faly-eBteMned sddieis and weH we wot thine 
errand mi»t be of- importaaoe, sinee thoo hast 
bro^ht it thyself a^ at an h^nr so wrasnal.'' 

•* Pray Heaven," said Hereward, « that the news 
I hare brought desmnre a wdieome.* 

^ Speak them instantly,'' said the Acolyte, ^ good 
or bad ; then speahest to a man to whom fear is 
unknown.'' But his eye^ whi<^ quailed as he looked 
on the soldior — his et^our, which went and came<— 
his hands, which busied themselves m an uncertain 
manner in adjusting the belt of his sword, — all 
argued a state of mind very different from that 
whidi his tone of d^anoe would fain have impHed. 
'* Courage,^ he said, *^ my trusty soldier ! -speak 
the news to me. I can bear the worst then hast to 
telL" 

^ In a word, th^n,'' said the Varangian, <' your 
Valour directed me this morning to play die office 
of master of the rounds upon those dungeons of the 
Blacquemal palace, where last night the boisterous 
Count Robert of Paris was incarcerated" '- 

^ I remember wdt," said Achilles Tatins.-^ 
"What then ?>* 

" As I reposed me," said Hereward, " in an 
apartment above the vaults, I heard ^es from be* 
neath, of a kind which atlaracted my attention. I 
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hastened to exahiine, arid laiy tts^pnM^Wiif^SMiie, 
wlien lootdng down into tite dtiii^eto, tho^d^I 
could see nothing dfi^incdy, yet, hy the ^hSShg 
and whimpering sounds, I isonceiV^ thitt thi$ Mul 
of the Forest, the animal called Sylvan, wfaohm dar 
soldiers have so fkt tndoctr^ated in otrr Saxon 
tongue as to make lum useful in the Wards' of 
the prison, was hemoantng himself on acobtdit of 
some violent injury. Descending Unth a tol^ I 
found the hed on which Ae prisoner had been 
let down humt to cinders; the tiger whidb had 
heen chained within a spring of it, widi its dnill 
broken to pieces ; the creature caQed Sylvan, pro- 
strate, and writMng under g^eat pain and terror, 
and no prisoner whatever in the dungeon. There 
were marks that all the ^tenings had been with- 
drawn by a Mytilenian soldier, companion of my 
watch, when he visited the dungeon at the usnal 
hour ; and as, in my anxious search, I at length 
found his dead body, slain apparently by a stab in 
the throat, I was obliged to believe that while I 
was examining the cell, he, this Count Robert, 
with whose daring life the adventure is well con- 
sistent, had escaped to the upper air, by means, 
doubtless, of the ladder and trap-door by which 1 
had descended.^ 

** And wherefore didst thou not instantly cal 
treason, and raise the hue and cry 7*^ demanded the 
Acolyte. 

*' I dared not venture to do so," repHed the Va- 
rin^^an, *< till I had instructions from your Valour. 



,y Google 



^^^^idanxiiiig cry of treiwion, m.d^*^ ryioii* rii|- 
i ndipra likely at this nM>p;^j|t to easae, might liaye 
^ jffnrolved a geardiso close» as perchance would have 
. c^coTered matters in which the Acolyte himself 
, . woold baye been rendered subject to suspicion." 

'^ Thou art right," said Achilles Tatius, in a 

. whiter ; '^ and yet it will be necessary that we do 

not pretend any longer to conceal the flight of this 

. important prisoner^ if we would not pass for being 

his acoompUces. Where thinkest thou this unhappy 

fugitive can have taken reAige ?" 

. *' That I wa^ in hopes of learning from your 

Valour's greater wisdom/*^ said Hereward. 

' « Thinkest thou not,*' said Achilles, " that he 
maif haye crossed the Hellespont^ in order to re- 
join his own countrymen and adherents ?" 

,<< It is much to be dreaded/' said Hereward. 
^ Undoubtedly, if the Count listened to the advice 
of any one who knew the face of the country, such 
would be the very counsel he would receive.'* 

** The danger, then, of his return at the head of 
a Tongefbl body of Franks," said the Acolyte, ** is 
not so immediate as I apprehended at first, for the 
Bmperor gave positive orders that the boats and 
galleys which yesterday transported the crusaders 
to the shores of Asia should recross the strait, and 
bring back no single one of them &om the step 
upon their journey on which he had so far furthered 
theiA. — Besides, they all, — their leaders, that is 
to say, — ^made their vows before crossing, that they 
would not turn back so much as a fout's pace, now 
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tJmt tk9^ M-i^t aotiA^ f€p|A on the vot4t» ^Bm 
l««titte." 

'* S<v A««fgr^" siud Her^wardy ^one <^ two 
propQ$jtfQQ# is m^oeiftiQiiable ; exdier' C^vnt fio^ 
hertis oa iSm eftslarki tkb of the gtraily iotvhig^ iia 
mews of returning lyitb bis brethren to ayeage 
the usagpe. be lue reoexrecly iu|d- may dierefore be 
sefiiurely sell ^t defiapcef- *or else' 1^ larks soine- 
wbere in, CoosliuMJAPid^ witlioiit a fHend er ally 
V> takfi bis purl^ oi; eif^our agpe bim openly to state 
bis supposed wrongs ^-^ eid>er ease^ t^ere eas» 
I th^k, be no t$/^% in conveying to tbe pakce liie 
news tbat he has freed bio^sel^ sioee it would oify 
alarm liie Comrt» and ^ffori the Emperor gronnd 
§ot many suspiidoiis^^Bul it is n^t for an ignorast 
barbarian like me to preseribe a epurse ef conduct 
to your valour and wisdoja, and me(Mid». 1I10 sage 
Agelastes were % fitter, counsellor than sucik 1^ I 
am." 

** No» BO, no," said the Aoolyte, in a humed 
whisper ; << the philosopher and I are right good 
friends, sworn good frieiids» v^y ^peciijly bound 
together; but should it come to^tW that oiie of 
us must needs throw be^re the footstool of ^e 
Emperor the head of the oth^, I think them wouldst 
not advise ^at I, whose hairs have not a traee ef 
s^ver, shoidd be the last in making the <ifferitig; 
wherefore, we will say nothing of this mishapi b«t 
give thee frill power, and the highest cha%e to 
seek for Count Robert of Paris, be be dead er alive, 
to secure him within the dungeons set apsKt lor 
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thfe^ilW^i^iBe cf oar oweh wtp»f and' wben l^ba;faHt 
done SQy to bring me notice. I may make himvfiiy 
fiiend in many ways, by ei^tracati^ hk wife from 
danger by thi» aice% of. my Vavangiaiis. Wliat k 
di«re in tbiflt mQtro|K>]i« tint they ha^e ta c^poM 
thw?" 

f^ Wb^ raiied in a jntt cawe^'' answered Her#r 
wardf *< nothing." 

'^ Hah U-aay:sttbQ«?'' aaid the Anolyte; ''ham 
meanest thoii, by thatP-^rJbiit I knowv— Thoa art 
sornpnlous abant having the just and lawful oom^ 
mand of thy oikce^ m evAry action in^ whidi thou 
act engaged^ aod^ thinking in that dntiM and sol* 
d«i9f like niannec, it i« my duty as tfaino Aeolyte to 
«^e thy scrufdes satisfied. A warrant shalt thou 
kaye, with full powers, to seek for and imprison 
tjm f^fsigfi Oount of wb^a we haye been speak- 
ilig — And* bark tbe% my exc^^it fiaend,*^ bt 
continued, with some hesitatbn, << I think thou 
hadst better begone» and begin, or rather oontmue 
i^f ^oiMfcbit It i« umiieeessary to inlbrm our £riend 
Agelasteaof what haa hai^aned^ until bia advice be 
morie needliil than as yet it i» 4m the ooeaston. 
Home-4iome to Ike barracks ; I witt acconnt to 
kirn fye ikj appearance here, if ho be curious ^i 
the wd^ject, whi(^ as a sus^oious old man, he is 
Ukely to be. Go t(^ tiie barrack^ and aet as if thou 
bsdilt a warrant bft every respect full and amf^ I 
will pronide thee with oae when I coane back to 
Wf ^uertws.?' 

Tko Varangian turned hastily homewards. 

^ Now, is it not,** he said, *' a strange thing, and 
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toooi^ to make aaiai^ a tbgm'fotl\f^*Mo ^^ierva 
how the deyil enoouragM^oBigiiegiMMrsiiir^site- 
ho9d! I haiw t#ld a greatafc^ li»-*at l^ost I have 
$appve«ed iMve tratb--4haa onanf ooxtfiao bllb^ 
in my wh/cde Ufo-^-and whntuis tba €CHiieqaeii«^ ? 
Why, my oommaiidet ibrowa alikiost at my liead 
a warrant sufficient to gnarantm and protect ne 
in all I have done, or propose to 4o 1 If tfaef fonl 
fiend were thus regular in preteiitmy^life vo t a i'fe a , 
methinks they wooLd havo little reason to eomptHln 
of him, or better men to he astonished at iMtt 
number* But a tune comes» ^ey aay^ when he sel- 
dom fails to desert them. Thin^^bre^ffetllLe^^e- 
hind me, Satan 1 If I hare seemed to be thy se^ 
rant for a short time, it is but with an honest and 
Christian purpose.** 

As he entertained these thoughts, he looked back 
upon the path, and was startled at an apparition oi a 
creature of a muck greater 'siaee, and a stranger shape 
than human, covered, all but the iacey with a red« 
dish-dun fur ; his expression an ugly, and yet a sad 
melancholy ; a doth was wrapt round one hand, 
and an air of pain and languor, bespoke sufiering 
€rom a wound. So much was Hereward pre-occu- 
pied with his own reflections, that at first he thought 
his imagination had actually raised the devil ; but 
after .a sudden start of surprise, he recognised his 
acquMntance Sylvan. *' Hah I old firiend,** he said, 
** I am happy thou hast made thy escape to a place 
where thou wilt find plenty of fruit to support thee. 
Take my advice — ^keep out of the way c^ discovery 
•^Keep thy friend's counseL'' 
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r/r.^ I -muterstaad thee,"* eidd Herew^ftrA, << thou 
evBl tdlBi»^laIe% tkiurBayest ; and -kH^'l wiH trust 
stbfi^ rather tbati the hm&p part^f ray own two- 
vki^ed race, wiio> are etomalbf eirciimlrentitig or 
fitmi deriag «uh •ther/' 

..• A minute aiftei* dra- ordatttre was out of «ight» 
jttt«ward heard the duriek of a Ibmale, and a voice 
iRhbh«ried £Mr he^ The accents most hare heen 
wicoimnealy inlieres^g'to the Varangian, since, 
Ibrgettiiq;' his awn dangerous situation, he imme- 
diatdjr turned and flew to tile suppManlfs assistance. 
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